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es» For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the contents 
of the Peking Gazette, as translated in this volume, have been indexed under six 
principal headings, viz :— Court Affairs, Judicial and Revenue Administration, Civil 
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship and Usages, External Relations, 
and the Provinces. Under each of these main divixions, the subjects are still further 
arranged in appropriate categories, 


I.—COURT AFFAIRS. 


Tue Court. 
Presents to His Majesty from Shensi dispensed with ...... Jan. 11. 
Boiling of la-pa-chou at Lama Temple.............ccccceee sees Jan. 24. 
Present of edible birds’ nests to Princes of Tunand Kung. Jan. 25. 
Robbery from roof of the Palace ..........::ssessseeesseceeeeeees Jan, 21, 30. 
State Archives 1878-81, rewards for officers who have com- 
pleted preparation Of .........ssccesseesesesceneeeeeeeee Jan, 31. 





Customary spring gifts presented to His Majesty Feb. 4. 
Nobility conferred on sons of Princes of Kung and Ch’un. Feb. 5. 





Ceremonies to be observed on New Year’s Day............... Jan. 18, 20, Feb. 6. 
Better guard at gates of Imperial City, suggested rules ... Feb. 2,7, Mar. 25, April 
12, 14. 
Palace robbery, capture and execution of thieves............ Feb. 7, Mar, 1. 
Do. do. preliminary hearing ............ccseeseeeeee co Feb. 15. 
New caskets and chains for Palace ......... Aug. 5. 
Present of a purse to the Prince of Tun Feb. 17. 
Court Dress ....cccecsecssssenceceeeeeeeencecseeterseesen eeseeseeeeees April 7, 15, Oct. 2, 31, 
: Nov. 8, 19. 
Present of sea-fish for His Majesty ............cccseseeseeeeenene April 11. 
Change to summer hat . oo... eee cescceece eee nsecaeeeaeeeeeeeee April 20. 
Moukden—Repair of Imperial Wall............... suinnnatbariedate May 23. 
Do. Inspection and list of Imperial belongings ...... June 9. 
Present of silk gauze to Princes of Tun and Kung ......... June 14, 
Name of grandson of Princes of Tun ................. seeeee ee July 17. 
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Her Majesty requested to take a more active part in 
government 
Forcible entrance of stranger into Palace grounds... 
Red Book for autumn presented ............sssseeeeeeeeeeeseeees 
The Prince of Ch’un has audience..............ssseseeeeseeeeee se 
Intruder on the wall of the Imperial City—sentence upon. 
Change to winter hat ...........ccccseeccssscenteraeeceesssceeescees 
Prince of Kung returns thanks for enquiries after his health 
Imperial Body Guard and Recreation Department, pay- 
MENS £0 ...ceeseeceesereersecssereeseeseesecneeseete seeeeeene 
Theft of books, etc., from the Ch’éng Kuang Tien 
Ceremonies on Her Majesty’ s birthday ........... 
Censor reports visit of an eunuch to his private rendence: 
Horses from Ili for His Majesty 
Prince of Kung—congé 





Imperial Calendar presented ............sccseeceesseeeeceeneneeeees 
Silks, etc., for Imperial Household from Honan 
Grand Secretariat—Congratulatory address to Her Majesty 


Privilege of riding within the Forbidden City ......... ..... 
Imperial donations to charitable institutions ........ ....... A 


Admonitions of T’ung Chih printed—rewards to officials 











ONZALEM ...cecee ceceesesece ccecsceeeeeeeeseeseveceeseceeeees 
Ginséng and Lu-jung for His Majesty 
Hata fruit pills from Uliasut’ai—supply short .............. 
Silver fish for His Majesty ......ccccccsesssscceeseeeeeesseeseners 
Present of silks, etc., to the Prince of Kung...............06 
MAvSOLEA. 
Ming Tombs—Illegal cultivation of land at. ...... .........45 
Do. No illegal cultivation : limits laid down ... 
Western Tombs—Statement of accounts... ........... ceseeeee 
Do. Abuses and embezzlement of funds ...... 
Do. Sacrificial plate, etc., complete 
Do. Thefts from ..........ccceeeeesee eee eee 
Eastern Tombs—Ravages of insects on trees at...... ........ 
Do. Secretary dismissed for insubordination. 
Do. Sacrificial vessels short, and theft from. 
Do. Charges against P'u-lien, OC. Gsvinsedises 
Do. Clerks, etc., punished............... 
Do. Proposed reforms ...............6. 
Do. Su Beitze succeeds P’u-lien.............00065 
Do. Officers engaged in repairs of, rewarded. 
Do. Inspection of ‘ fire-trenches” at Ma- 
Tain yt sein sccae ces coscatesccevsnosevedsevese 
Do. Vessels lost to be replaced oo... 
Do. Insects exterminated oo... ee 
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July 17, August 9. 
July 20. 

August 8. 

August 18. 
August 30. 

Sept. 13. 

Oct. 6. 


Oct. 8. 

Oct. 12, Nov. 20. 

Oct. 21, 22, 

Oct. 23. 

Oct. 25, 

Oct. 27, Nov. 
15, 16. 

Nov. ll. 

Nov. 14. 


Nov. 15. 

Nov. 21. 

Feb. 3, Mar. 12, Oct. 6, 
23, 27, Nov. 5, 25. 


May 3, Aug.3, 29, Sept. 5. 


August 3. 
May 31. 
June J, 19. 
June 12, 
July 9, 28. 
June 1]. 
Aug. 23. 


Sept. 2, 14, 29, Oct. 14, 31. 


Oct. 14, 31, Nov. 3. 
Nov. 2. 
Nov. 3. 
Nov. 3. 
Oct. 7. 


- Nov. 15, 


Dec. 12. 
Sept. 22. 


17, Dec. 








iii Sih ket eee es 


Yung Ling (Moukden)—Board of Astronomy selects day 


for TepAirs wo... Oct. 31. 
Do. do. Cost of repairs at ............ eee Novy. 18 
MANUFACTORIES. 


Hangchow, Nanking and Soochow—Superintendents re- 
quest that the market price of silk may be 








entered in their returns ..........ccsssseceseceseeeeeeees Mar, 21. 
Soochow—Cost of silks for funeral of the Empress ... Mar. 28, 
Do. ee for funds .: July 11, 26, Nov. 24. 
Hangchow—Remittance .. May 26. 
Do. Leave to pay minekok pried ioe 2 000 as hiss 
silk granted ......seee eee 
Nanking—Statement of accounts 
Honan—Silks for palace .........:cccccsesteneseconsecteeseessseenes 





II.—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 





REVENUE, 
Causes of present financial embarrassment ...... ......ecseeeee " Mar, 23, 
Hupei—Lekin on salt ........cccsececceessseecee cneeecesuaneeesooees Jan. 15, July 26. 
Do. Remittances 2.0.00... ccseccsscccssocosccenevsecsevsvoseseas May 20, 27, Sept. 28, 
Do. Objection to Tso Tsung-tany’s scheme to restore 
Huai-an salt trade ......cccsscsseseeseensneeeees oe Nov, 22, 
Chihli—Duty on salt ......c.ccscessesssececsecssersees Mar. 22. 
Do. Reclaimed lands placed on the oe April 22, 
Peking—Customs deficit... Katte : ‘July 11, 19, Oct. 8. 
Do. Remission of penalty for deficit i in : live. ‘tack ‘and 
house-duty surplus assessment ..........s0000008 August 15. 
Tientsin QUstOMs sses ci scisgeecisdsevetessasaccecceteaesuseaecssediees July 30. 


Chékiang—Land-tax inadequate to provincial requirements May 1. 








Do. Lekin in salt May 21. 

Do, Land -tax........cccecseees wuts ee May 30, July 27. 

Do. Salt-duty and lekin ......... cece seeeeeceeeeenee eee July 20. 

Do. Remittances ........... cecessceeee secssee covesseesees Sept.11, Oct. 21, Nov. 24. 
Kiukiang—Remittance Sept. 28, 
Foochow Customs—Remittances 2.0... ..ccsccsccesenceseeseeenes May 10, July 26, Aug, 9, 

Dec. 7. 
Fukien—Remittances .......cccecccececteesecceescsceecencesseneeases June 12, Dec. 7. 
Fukien Customs—Purity of administration asserted ...... July 12. 
Kuangtung—Reinittances, salt tax ......ccccccceceeeneee eecees May 28, July 28, Dec. 25. 
Do. Remittances, Customs............cccceceseee eeeeee Sept. 19, Nov. 11, Oct. 


14, Dec, 24, 
Kwangtung—Transit duties in Kwang-chou and Chao- 


OWING: oie obs eagsdaseeeedereec dena Gostesssaeiiontescacensae Oct. 16. 

Canton Customs—Remittamces ..........cccccceeeeee o cceeeeeeees June 21. 

Do. Purity of Administration asserted ...... Oct. 10. 
_Shantung—Remittances ...........0 cccceseeee ceeeee cette ceeeeeeee April 29, Dec. 26. 

Do. Lin-ch’ing Customs, deficit in collection......... Nov, 17, 
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ie hee se iv 
Hronan—Land-tax.......cccscsecssecccsessenceeseeseeeseceneceusesegees 
Huai-an Salt area—History and prospects of the trade ... 
Do. System to regulate increase of warrants 
Do. Regulation of trade .........cccseeeeeeees 
Auai-an Customs—Enormous deficit es 
Do. Remittance .......ccssccceee seseee eves 


Kalgan Customs—Report .......c.ssccccsssccseescessceuesseneeeees 
Imperial Household Treasury, deficiency of silver ......... 
Sha-hu-k’ou Customs—Surplus 1881  ..........ccsesceeceeseeeee 
Kweichow—Dispute about salt areas ............ssesseneeseeees 
Ssit-ch’uan—Protest against Tso Tsung-t’ang’s measures 

with regard to Huai-an salt-trade........... Seevesscsoees 
Anhwui—Adjustment of increase of salt-warrants de- 

manded ..... fasbaveseuseerassovavenbeddesedsase sos ssseseecesssas’ 
Ssii-ch’uan—Capital for Salt Conveyance Office excessive. 
Shanhaikuan Collectorate—Tonnage dues and Customs 


Guties (1881) .......ceceeceesee ees sseeeeeen see eeeeesueeeeneee 
Eastern Mausolea—Accounts of Government pawnshops at 
Moukden—Land-tax of newly-founded fing .........ccsceeeee 
Kiangsu—Remittance .........ccccccseecessccsseeeseseseeeeseaeee oe 
Treasury Accounts—-Establishment of office for regulation 

OPS ssiecesedeniaccbedsssberdesdpeodeugesedsusguseavcssteraeateosae 
War and Reorganization Accounts—Concise statement up 

to K.S. VITL, 8th... cccecceeseeeescesseeeeeseeasenenees 
War and Reorganization Accounts—Objection to state- 

ment up to KS. VIII, 8th... eee eee cee sec eeeeee 
Revisal of Yiinnan military accounts .......cscc-scsssesescerees 
Shansi—Prohibition of growth of opium in ...........-se00 
Shantung—Prefect dismissed for not enforcing prohibition 
of growth of opium ............cessesssseeecneeseees 

Abolition of lekin collectorates—Censor rebuked for op- 
POPING oo... secereeseenee 

Do. do. do. Objection to in Shansi ... 


Lekin Collectorates—Number barely adequate in Yiinnan. 
Peking—Report of collection of lekin ..........6. cssseseseeeees 


CrIME, 


Anhwui—Murder of wife and her paramour ...............086 
Do. Execution of Li Shih-chung...............cceseseeeeee 
Chékiang—Abduction of a nun............seeseccee canes 
Do. Charge of outraze on a corpse 
Do. Homicide bya noble .......... 
Chihli—Fratricide ......... cece ceseeeee eee 
Do. Double murder by a begyzar...... 
Do. Double murder ................60008 
Ch’aharh—Commandant assassinated ... ce istve 
Honan—Triple murder ............:cscseceececceeseeaeetsensceeces 
Hunan—Forcible burial in another's cemetery 
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June 29, 
July 2, Nov, 29. 
Sept. 1, Nov. 29. 


Nov. 29, Dec. 14, 15. 


Oct. 20. 
Oct. 25. 
Sept. 2. 
Aug. 14, Sept. 8 
June 30, July 19. 


Aug, 22. 


Nov. 29, Dec. 15. 
Nov. 12, 


Aug. 20. 
April 27. 
Sept. 23, 
Nov. 8. 


Oct. 23. 
Oct. 23. 


Oct. 30. 
Nov. 2. 
Aug. 30. 


Nov, 20. 


Feb. 11, Mar. 5, 
Feb. 13. 

Feb. 27, 

Oct. 8. 


Jan. 17. 
Jan. 18.4 
Aug. 18. 
Nov. 25. 
Dec, 18. 
Aug. 9. 
Oct. 30. 
Dec. 10, 23. 
Oct. 14, 
Jan. 23. 


Jehole—Imperial inscription defaced 


Kiangsu—Parricide 


Kirin—Parricide 


Kuangtung—Matricide 
Do. Resistance to police 





Kueichow—Suicide of woman assaulted by a subprefect... 


Peking—Rowdies in 
Do. Inefficiency of police 
Do. Capture of robbers 

Shantung—Double murder 

Do. Fratricide .. oe 
Do. Adultery and ‘antler, 

Shansi—Mother buries undutiful son alive 

Shensi—Adultery and murder 

Shéng-ching—Soldier accidentally shoots captain... 









Cee c er eeeneccececeeeeeceees 


Do. Imperial clansmen keeps iastibe shop 


and resists the police ........... 
Ssit-ch’uen—Murder of a whole family 


Yiinnan—Robbery, breaking prison, and resisting police. 
SEDITION. 


Chekiang—Search for pirate chief 
Honan—UCapture of rebel chief 

Do. Execution of brigands 
Hunan—Capture of brigand chief 
Hupei —Bands of marauders extirpated 


Pee eeerereeeeenccnrccsceneeseeese 








Kuangsi—Suppression of brigandaye—good conduct of 
troops 
Do. Lu Chih-p’ing, a noted bandit of Anam, captured 


Do. Band of brigands extirpated 
Kueichou—Execution of conspirator .... 
Do. Capture of noted brigands .... 
Ssit-ch’uan—Capture of brigands 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 





JUDICIAL. 
Disapproval of proposed modification of law of summary 
execution by Li Hung-chang 


Anhui Government 
Honan do. 
Fukien do. 
Chékiang do. 
Kueichow do. 
Kiangsi do. 
Two Kiang do. 
Kuangtung do. 
Kuangsi _— do. 


Hupei do. 
Shantung do. 
Shensi do. 


Ssit-ch’uau do. 
Urumts'i do. 
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Sept. 20. 
Dec. 13. 
Sept. 2. 
Nov. 12. 
Nov. 12, 13. 
Feb. 1. 

Oct. 27, Nov. 24. 
Dec. 26. 
Mar. 13. 
Sept. 23. 
Mar. 9. 


Dec. 1. 
Nov. 20. 
Dec, 28, 


April 17. 
Mar. 7. 
May 9. 
June 6. 
Jan. 12, 


April 10. 
Oct. 20. 
Oct. 23. 
Mar. 31. 
Oct. 1, 


July 8. 


Jan. 7. 
Feb. 6. 
May 14. 
July 12. 
Aug, 16. 
June 30. 
June 1. 
April 23. 
Mar. 19. 
Feb. 4. 
Jan, 16. 
Jan, 25. 
Jan. 14, 
April 7. 
April 1, 


vi 


Decree enjoining greatest care at criminal trials ............ 
_ Decree forbidding illegal forms of torture ............66.ceee 
’ Autumn Assize—Decree enjoining prompt report of 
BENEENCES ... ee cee eecee scence seeseeeeeees 

Do. Decree against undue leniency ............ 
Appeal Cases—Reform in trial of . 
Peking—Abuses in Gendarmerie Office .........sscsceseeceeeee 





APPEALS, 
Chekiang—Murder of four persons, clan dispute ............ 
Chihli—Murder and escape from punishment by bribery. 
Honan—Murder and rape .........sc0000 cesereee sc eeeneeeeeseness 
Hunan—Wholesale murder and refusal of justice... ........ 
Jehole—Triple murder .......cccccseesecceeenecee | ceeeeeneseeeees 
Kwangtung—Murder, cremation of corpses, personation... 
Kwangsi— Murder .......ccccecescescenseeseeseeaseeeeseeneass eoeees 


Shantung—Attempt to get girl as concubine—suicide ...... 
Shéngching—Murder and release of guilty through bribery 
Ssit-ch’uan—Murder by armed band ....s..sssessseseessceeees 
Shantung—Rape, murder, and bribery ..........ccsseseessenee 
REHEARINGS. 

Nanking—Murder for which two innocent men executed. 
Do. High officers sent to assist at trial ............ 
Do. Final settlement of ..... geedagastaageseasvenesaneeawe 
Do. Request that Commissioners be appointed ...... 
Do. Report of Commissioners —...........seeseeeeeseeeee 
Do. Final report of Commissioners ...........0cc0ssee0e 
Do. Execution of guilty .........ccscecsesseeceeunneeeceeees 
Do. Guilty officials sent to post roads ..........sseeeee 
Honan—Criminal asserts innocence-.-request for asscssor. 
Do. Witness and documents to Peking ........ Lssaadeees 
Do. Criminal forwarded ............cccseeseseseeeeseceeeeeenes 
Do. Sentence on accomplices—Executions deferred... 
Chihli—Adultery and attempted extortion.................000 
T’aiwan—Alleged wrongful execution (Lin Tai-shih’s ap- 
POAL) ? io sessciecsactinses ved ceveved esaasvassinn Sececsases 
Moukden—Murder .........sssssecccsssseeseeseensscoeeneeevseseenses 


Grain TRANSPORT. 
Passage of fleet across the Yellow River...........cccessssseene 
Delay in opening dams ..........cccsc cesses eseceeseeseesesuaneeeees 
Smuggling by barges from Hupei for Tientsin ............... 
. Fleet on return reaches Shih li P’u ou... cee ceeeeeseeceeeee 
Scarcity of reeds for embankments in Kiangsu .«.............. 
Completion of transport, K S. VIII—rewards conferred... 







Grain TRIBUTE, 


Junks from Hupei for the Pei-ho 
Remittances from Shantung ............ “a 
Do. Chekiang .............. 





Google 


July 20. 


Oct. 19, Nev.6, Dec.4, 21. 
Nov. 12. 


Oct. 17. 
Oct. 17. 
Oct. 28, 
Oct. 6. 

Aug. 24, 
Aug. 9. 
Aug. 22, 
Sept. 1. 
Oct. 22. 
Aug. 9. 
Oct. 16. 


Jan. 8, 10. 
Jan. 29. 
April 16, 
May 5. 
May 6, 7. 
May 12, 13, 
June 9. 
Aug. 24. 
Mar. 9. 
Oct. 25. 
Dec. 29. 
Oct. 17. 
Auy, 19. 


Dec. 29. 


Jan. 27. 
April 20, May 18. 
May 18, June 15. 
























Remittances from Southern Provinces May 24, June 9. 
Do. Kiangau ......... cc ccesceseeeeeees April 29, May 30. 
Honan—Request for commutation to silver ..... June 28. 
Hunan Do. do. do... June 28. 
Peking—Thefts from granaries—confiscation of criminal’s 
House, 666. i.ccsscvaceveaicc actvccscseceasesecsessases Aug. 15. 
Do. Granaries —All grain arrived ..............0.5+ Dec. 29, | 
RIVERS. ° 
Yung Ting River—Upper course, Prince of Ch'un visits... Jan. 6. 
Do. Extortion of ferries ...........cccecesseeeee Mar. 17. 
Do. Purchase of millet stalks .......... .. Dec. 29. 
Yellow River—Winter solstice, precautions «............000+ Jan, 23. 
Do. Survey of Eastern course ..........ce..eseseee April 2. 
Do. Director General visits importaut stations. April 17. 
‘Do. “‘Peach” freshet safely passed.... «. June 2. 
Do. Midsummer term, precautions .... Sept. 4. 
Do. Floods on lower course of ..............0..... Sept. 20. 
Do. Summer term safely passed Sept. 20. 
Do. Dykes intact in Honan—gift of incense ... Oct. 31. 
Do. do. Shautung Nov. 1. 
Do. Condition between ............ceeceeseeeeeeeeeee Sept. 8, Oct. 24, Nov. 1. 
Do. Dykes intact in Chihli—incense issued ... Nov. 23. 
Do. Repair of breach at Pao-yuan ............066 Dec. 27, 30. 
Do, Honan--reward to Ch’én Pao ch’én for 
his exertions ......... secseeee Oct. 31. 
Yangtse—Great freshet safely passed (Kiangran)... ieseasiatens Sept. 9. 

Do. Dykes intact—Incense issued ....0.......cceece ees Nov. 27. 

Do. Lifeboats on, in Hupei and Sst ch’uan............ Sept. 13, Oct. 9. 
Hunan—Tung-ting Lake—repair of embankments ... ..... Feb. 21. 
Chihli—Condition of Tung Tien ........... ce ccceeeee see eeeeee April 15. 

Do. Hu-t’o River diverted into its old bed ............ .. April 24, 
Grand Canal—Deepening of in Shantung .......... cee. May 4. 

Do. Repair of works at Hangchow ............... May 15. 
T’aiwan—Embankments on the Ta-chia stream ............ Sept. 4. 
Hovau—New Chanel for Kulu River—restoration of trade 

at Chu-hsien mart .......ceccceeeeseeeeeeeeree ees Dec. 17. 

OrFictaL CHARITY. 
Donations to charitable institutions in Peking ..... ......... Feb. 13, Mar. 12, Oct 6, 
23, 27, Nov. 5. 

Ervdowment for institutions in Peking and vicinity ......... July 24. 
Shantung—Contribution of Grain... ccccesecceeceeeeees May 2. 
Work done by institution at Tientsin 00... ccc May 19. 
Grant of two months’ pay to clansmen, etc. .. ............... Nov. 25. 


PrIvATE CHARITY. 


Pcking—Chin-t’ai Colle-e repaired and endowed ... ........ Aug. 13. 
Chihli— Honours for philanthropic licentiate.................. Aug. 20. 
Do. Donatiou to relief fund cee eeeeeeee ceeeee Sept. 20. 


Google 





vill 
Fukien—Charitable subscriptions by merchants ............ Sept 18. 
Kausuh—Tls. 10,000 given for expenses of candidates at 
PeKIng: . oivécsvesivedzcncenas adtstdecaaseachenneddes Sept. 28. 

Liangkiang—Contributions for relief in Anhwui ............ Dec. 17, 27. 
Kiangsu—T's. 20,000 given for reorganization by Brigadier Aug. 24. 

Do. Magistrate’s mother contributes .............. 6 .. Sept. 24, 
Shantung—Provincial Commander-in-chief subscribes...... Sept. 17. 
Ssii-ch’uan—Brigade presented to the public...............66 Jau. 8. 


III.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION, 
Civit APPOINTMENTS. 














A-ch’ang-a, Examiner Manchu translation............00c00c008 Aug. 29, 
A-k'o-tan, Director Banqueting Court............cseseeseeeee eee May 26. 
Ai Lien, Sub-Director Court of Imperial Stud ............... Aug. 18. 
Ao Li, Assistant Resident, Tibet .. Feb, 27. 
A k’o-tun, Police Censor... ... Dee. 9. 
Chang Chia-hsiang, Chief Superviser: of Tnatraction Seoxedele April 25, 
Chang Chih-tung, Governor of Shani ..............0ceeceseeeeee Jan. 3. 
Chang Chih-wan, President, Board of War ........sseesseeee Mar. 30. 
Chang Ch’iai, Prefect, Chékiang «1.0.0... wae July 17, 
Chang Lien-kuei, Taotai, Kuangtung .. vee Mar. 20, 
Chaug P’ei-lun, Junior Deputy Supervisor Instruction ... Oct. 18. 
Do. Sevior Vice-President Censorate (act. ) ... Dee. 20. 
Chan Ssi-hsien, Literary Chancellor, Kuangsi .. : Sept. 12. 
Chang Yiin-ch’ing, Vice President, Board of Carehowies: Feb. 13. 
Ch’én Hsiieh-fen, Senior Asst. Secretary Supervisorate Iu- 
BELUCLION 6. csc. seca vesensexente cesnsdasaaecadecdeasdess Sept. 12. 
Ch’én Hsiich-fén, Senior Secretary Supervisorate Instrue- 
HOI os Fins cn aceetnenscesexiedassies dougagoccudedal eaned’ Oct. 7 
Ch’éu Hsiieh-fén, Sub-Expositor, Hanlin...... 
Ch’én Lan pin, Minister, Tsung-li Yamén ... 
Ch’én Pao-chén, Judge, Chekiang............... 
Do. Reader, Hanlin College... cccceeecceeeeeee Aug. 26. 
Do. Literary Chancellor, Kiangsi .......... Sept. 12. 
Ch’éu Yi, Intendaut, Honan Oct 25. 
Ch’eng Han, Reader, Hanlin... Dec. 28. 
Chi Ch’ang, Prefect Fukien July 29, 
Ch’i Hsiu, Assistant Comptroller of Impcrial Houschold at 
Moukdeu and of Impcrial clansmeu removed 
Ghither..ci25.icesiesseesvdocscwenehoncevacceunboleceseus Oct. 23. 
Ch’i Shih ch’ang, Junior Vice-President, Civil Office ...... Feb 11. 
Do. Literary Chancellor, Chékiang ............ Sept. 12. 
Ch’ien Kuei-sén, Expositor, Hanlin College ...............6. Aug. 26, 
Do. Reader, Hanlin College .......... eee Dee. 6. 
Ching Féng, Sub-Director, Bauqueting Court .............. Sept. 28. 
Ching Hsin, Juvior Vice-President Board of War and 


Junior Police Provost .......ccccccceceecscceeeeeues July 8. 
Ch'in Liv, Examiuer Mauchu ‘Travslation Sisica've ealeat vashentee Aug, 29, 


Go gle UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


' 
| 
| 

Nov. 12. . 

April 19. 

Sept. 30. : 


ix 


Ch’ing Yi, Director-General Grain Transport ......... 4... Mar, 13. 
Chou Chia-mei, Governor, Shun-tien Fu ............eeeseeeee Mar. 13. 
Chou Fu, Customs’ Taotai, Tientsin  ................0006 .. Mar. 12, 
Chou Hsing-yii, Salt Commissioner, Kuangtung ... « Mar, 21. 
Chou Jui-ch'ing, Director, Court of Sacrificial Worship .. July 5. 

















Chou Se-jun, Assistant Supervisor of Instructor Sept. 23. 
Chiin Ch’i, Comptroller, Imperial Household .. April 19, 
Ch’ung Hsiian, Intendant, Kuaugtung ............... .. Oct. 5, 
Eu Ch’'éng, to supervise archery test ........-sccceeseeceeeeeeee Aug. 12, 
Do.’ Senior Secy. of Supervisorate of Instruction... Oct. 17. 
Doe. Juvior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction ...... Nov. 15. 
En Fu, Vice-President, Board of Revenue ...............0s0000 July 8. 
Fang Ta-shih, Treasurer, Shansi ..............csceceseeeseeeeenee April 11. 
Féug Kuang-yii, Literary Chancellor, Fukien ............... Sept. 12. 
Féug Wén-wei, Literary Chancellor, Honan .............c006 Sept. 12. 
Fu K’un, Vice-President, Board of War. ...........cc.cessesees Mar. 13. 
Do. do. do. Punishments ............ July 8. 
Héng Ming, Deputy Commissioner, Office of Trausmission July 8. 
Do. Director, Court of Imperial Stud ............... July 19. 
Ho Ju-ch’aug, Deputy Supervisor of Instruction ............ May 27. 
Do. Expositor, Hanlin .............66 Aug. 7. 
Ho Pao, Secretary, Office of Transmission .................. Nov. 15. 
Hai Ching, Reader, Grand Secretariat..........cccccssesecseves April 21. 
Hsi Chiin, Groom of the Library .......c.cccceeeeseceeeee eee eee April 21. 
Hsiang Lin, Assistant Supervisor of Instruction ............ Nov. 12, 
Hsieh Yi, Salt Commissioner, Fukien................scceseeee Aug..7. 
Hsii Chén-wei, Intendant, Honan.........c..ccssssscceessesveneee Oct. 5. 
Hsii Fu, Literary Chancellor, AunWUwi............ccssseseeeeeees Sept, 12. 
Hsii Kéng-shén, Junior Vice-President, Board of Ceremo- 
MICS oicssesdesciessssecedsessketedgecees dégsesae’ Feb. 10. 
Do. Senior Examiner, Nanking ......... Aug. 5. 
Do. Junior Vice-President, Board of Punish 
S MONET oo. eiccsecssscerceeesscesseeeessseeenens Oct. 25. 
Heii T’ung, Chief Examiner, Shun-t'ien Fu.............00ccee0 Sept. 17. 
Do. Chaucellor, Havliu College ..................0000. Mar. 30. 
Hsii Ying-k’uei, Vice-President, Board of Ravana, Nisbeeees Mar. 13. 
Do. Senior do. do, sac eseeee Dee. 15. 


Hsii Yeu-hsti, Treasurer, Kiangsi.............cccsecccseeeeeeeeeee Mar, 13, 








Haiti Yung-i, Director, Court of Revision May 5. 
Hu Ch’ing-jui, Prefect, Chihli .................cc00 Aug. 29, 
Hu I chih, Vice Governor, Shun-t’ien Fu Janu. 14, 
Huang Pang-k’uei, Assistant Sub-Prefect, Yiiunan......... Aug. 10. 
Huang T'a-pu, Director, Sacrificial Court . .........ecee see eee June 11, 
Huang T’i-fang, Senior Vice President, Board of War ... Dec. 15. 
Kang Yi, Judge, Chihli ................cececcsesssseeceeeereeeceeees April 11. 
Kao Chao-chung, Literary Chancellor, Hupei ............... Sept. 12. 
- Ku Chao-hsi, Taotai, Kirin .............cccccccceesesesee ees .. duly 8, 

Kuo Lé-min, Assistant Reader, Grand Secretariat .......... Dec. 15. 
Li Chao-t’ang, Director, Banqueting Court ..,......sce0e0ee Sept. 3. 
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Li Hung tsao, President, Civil Office ...........0 astapiogise Mar. 13. 
Li Shih-pin, Junior Examiner, Shénsi............ccceeeeee eee Aug. 5 
Li Tuau-fén, Sub-Expositor, Havlin........... ce cee eee Nov. 1. 
Do. Senior Secretary, Supervisorate of Instruc- 
TOW cs siacscccteiscpendiabevedaedescd semua tegeduedes Aug. 18. 
Do. Groom of the Library ..........c6. ceeeeeeeee cane Sept. 12. 
Liang Chung héng, Sub-Reader, Hanliu Gellere aateagebanls Nov. 1. 
Liang Kuei, Senior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction ...... Nov. 15. 
Do. Junior do. dos * S2es April 5. 
Do. Expositor, Hanlin oo... ccccceseeeccsseseeseeeeee Dec. 28. 
Li Shén, Political Agent at Sining ....... ee ceeeeeeeeee Mar, 13. 
Lin Shu, Senior Inspector of Customs, Hata Mén ......... Sept. 7. 
Liu Hai-ao, Junior Asst. Secy. Supervisorate Instruction. Nov, 15. 
Do. Grain Intendaut, Yiinnan.................ccceee eee Dee. 9. 
Liu Jui-fév, Judge, Kiangsi .. April 12, 
Lu Ch’i-kuang, Censor, Shansi Circuit..............0cccseeceeeee Aug. 19. 
Lii Féng-ch’i, Literary Chancellor, Shansi .............. ce. Sept. 12. 
Ma P’i-yao, Prefect, Shansi Circuit ......00....ccccceeeeeee teen Oct. 25. 
Mao Ch’ang-hsi, President, Board of War ................066 Mar. 13. 
Ming Kuei, Deputy Commissioner, Court of Transmission Sept. 16. 
Mu Jung-kan, Literary Chancellor, Shénsi ......... ee Sept. 12, 
Mu Luvg-a, Junior Inspector of Customs, Hata Mén ...... Sept. 7. 
Ni Wén-wei, Governor, Kuangsi ..........cccsscceseseeeeeeeee eee Mar, 13. 
Q-lé-ching-o, Taotai, Tientsin ....... .» June 22, 
P’an Tsu-yin, Minister of Grand Council (on probation).... Dee. 15. 
P’an Wei, Governor, Kiangsi....... Waavcdideauseeessserees tocees Dec, 2. 
P’an Yen-yiin, Taotai, Shénsi ..... é Sept. 12, 
Pao Ch’ang, Chief Supervisor of Tustraséioa:s Oct. 19. 
Pi Tao-yuan, Presideut, Censorate ........ vaaete .. Mar. 13, 
Pien Pao-ti, Governor, Hunan ......... .. April 26, 
Shao Yu-lien, Taotai, Shanghai........ oo. eeceeee cee eeeeee eee April 15. 
Shao Yiieh-lien, Senior Examiner, Shénsi ..........00..... 06 Aug. 5. 
Shéng T’ai, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ............... April 15. 
Shih To, Prince of Li, of the Minister of the Presence (on 
PLOVALION) <0 siseness..Sestarieasssveneddaesdsvesevas Dec. 14. 
Su Lin, Grain Commissio: er, Hupéi...... a. duly 21. 
Suh Féng-hsiang, Judge, Avhwui........... ceeceeeeee ... Sept. 30. 
Sun Tsurg-hei, Literary Chancellor, Kueichou............... Sept. 12. 
Sun Yi-mou, Salt Commissioner, Huai-an ............ccccccee April 18, 
Sun Yii-wén, Vice-President, Board of Works ............... Feb, 13. 
Sung Sén, Assistant Comptroller Imperial Household at 
MOU det. 443 icecvsasctes caccacesessceoyssssseacosisedens Oct. 23. 
Sung Shén, Sub-Chancellor, Grand Secretariat ............ 2. April 15, 
T’ang Tsun-chiin, Juvior Examiner at Navking ............ Aug. 5. 


T’ang Chung, Treasurer, Yiiunau.. .......cceeeeeee cae April 15. 
T’ang Hsien-yang, Taotai, Yellow River April 3. 
Té Ming, Ranger of Parks ard Hunting Grounds............ May 30. 
Ting Li kan, Literary Chancellor, Yiiuvan seceeee Sept. 12. 
Tsai Ts’ai, Police Censor, Peking Oct. 18. 
Tséng Chi féng, Judge, Kucichou Ice. 20. 
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Tséng Ho, Censor on Honan Circiit oo... cecceeceeeeeeeneeeee Dec. 15, 
Tso Chun, Taotai, Shansi ...........cccc cece ce eee eee eee see eee ees Oct. 25. 
T’u Tsung-yiug, Governor-General, Hukuang .. wee April 26. 


T’ung Hua, Junior Vice President, Board of Ceremonies, Oct. 25. 
Wang Chih han, Senior Vice President, Censorate (acting) Dec. 15. 


Wang Ming-liian, Sub-Expositor, Hanlin College............ Sept 29. 
Do. Sub-Reader, (: (ee Dec. 14. 
Wang Pang-hai, Groom of the Library ............csscceeeeeee Dee. 27. 


Wang Tsu-yiian, Taotai, Sst-ch’uan oo... cee eeeeeeeeeee May 12, 
Wang Wén-t'ang, Expositor, Haulin College tes seeessereee Deo. 6. 














Wei Jung-kuang, Governor, Kiangst. ...........cceceeeseeeee eee Jan. 3 
Wén Ching, Police Censor .............ccccceeeesessesee cee eeeuecuee Dec, 18. 
Wén Hsing, Sub-Director, Sacrificial Court Oct. ¥7. 
Wén Hui, Senior Vice-President Censorate Aug. 18. 
Wen Lin, Superintendent, Nanking Mannufactory............ Feb. 13. 
Wan Shao-t’ang, Senior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction Sept. 3. 
Wén Ying, Inspecting Censor ......... cc cceeceeeseecneece eeu eee Aug. 29. 
Wéng T’ung-ho, Minister Grand Council (on probation)... Dec. 14. 
Wu La-pu, Senior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction ...... April 5. 
Yang I, Junior Asst. Secy. Supervisorate of Instruction... Sept. 12. 
Do. Senior do. do. do.* ... Nov. 15. 
Do. do. Secretary do. do, .. Nov, 27. 
Do. Sub-Expositor, Havlin........ cc ceceeeceecen eee ecenee Dec. 14. 
Yeh Ta-cho, Literary Chancellor, Kuangtung Sept. 12. 
Yen Ching-ming, President, Board of Revenue............. . Mar 13. 
Yen Mao, Sub-Director, Court of State Ceremonial ......... April 5. 
Yi P’ei-shén, Financial Commissioner, Shausi ............... Dec. 20. 
Ying Shiin, Chief Supervisor or Instruction ............ Jan. 20, 
Ying Jui, Vice-President, Huai-au Customs (2nd ievuia).. Oct, 8. 
Yo Lin, Vice President, Mongolian Superintendency .. Mar. 13. 
Yu Po-ch'uan, Vice-President, Peking Grauaries....... .... Mar. 13. 
Yu Hsiang, Junior Secretary, Supervisorate Iustruction... Oct. 17. 
Yu K’un, Grain Commissioner, Kianggi ................000068 . Sept. 3. 
Yiin Yen-pin, Sub Reader, Hanlin Nov. 12, 
Yuog Shun, Commissioner, Office of Transmission ......... Sept, 27. 
MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. 
Chang Ch’i-kuang, Brigade General, Wénchow Sept. 12. 
Chao Hung-chu, do. T’saochou Nov. 9. 
Ch’éng Shan, do. Chékiang wa. April 19. 
Chi Ho, Military Lieut.-Governor, Ch’ahar ..... ............ Dec. 15. 


Ching Jui, Captain General, Plain Red Banner (Han-chiin) Mar. 13. 
Ch’ingjaots’ép’i, Commandant, Thibetan Forces ............ Dec. 12. 
Chou Shéng-ch’uan, Commander-in-chief, Hunan Sept. 15. 








En Kuang, Military Deputy Lieut Governor, Pétuné...... Dec. 7. 
Ho Hsiung-hui, Brigade-General, Yiinnan .................000 Nov. 12. 
Heft Chan-piao, do. Palik’un oo... eeee eee April 25. 
Jung Shan, Deputy Lieut.-Governor, Ninguta wa Aug. 7. 
Kuan Chén-kuo, Brigade-General, Fukion ............ccceeeee Sept. 12. 
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Kuei Ang, Brigade-General, Malanyit ..............:cseeee veers 
Kuei Fu, Commandant, Guchén 
Kuei Héng, Deputy Lieut. General, Mongol Plain White 
BODMeE is cocssvnsonsascasceacescstacuecseccdsecesscaes 
Kung Shou, Manchu Brigade General, Hanychow ......... 
Lin Shu, General Commandant, Peking Gendarmerie ...... 
’ Liu Hung-fa, Brigadier of the Ili Regiment ....... Scat tases 
Ou Yang Li-chien, Commander-in chief, Chékiang ......... 
Pao T’ing, Deputy Lieut.-General of Banner .............-6665 
Sun Ch’aug-k’ai, Brigade-General, Chékiang ... 
Sung Kuei, Acting Deputy Lieut.-General, Mongol Dauner 
Sung Shan, Acting Capt -General, Guard’s Divisiou......... 
Té Fu, Director. Armoury Court . iesasyuase 
Ting Ju ch'ang, Brigade General at ‘Tientain.... ieisdecseste a 
Wei Ch’ing, Deputy Lieut. -General ..........0..ccceeeeeesceeeee 
Wuk’ochi: t’ai, Military Deputy Lieut.-Governor, Hulan, 











DECEASES. 


Ch’ien Pao-lien, Vice-President, Board of Civil Office ...... 
Ch’uan Ch’ing, Grand Secretary .......:....0. cesceeeecseeseeees 
Ch’un T’ai, Military Commandant at Pao-ting Fu............ 
Fu-erh-sun, Manchu Brigade General, Hanychow.. 
Huang Yi, formerly Vice-President, Board of Paidahinents 
Li Pei-ching, late Director-General, Grain Transport ...... 
Li Ping-fang, sometime Secretary in Grand Secretariat ... 
Kérhmanga, Commandant, Ch’aharh .............csseeseeeveeee 
Liu Chén-hai, General-in-chief, Fukien Naval Forces ...... 
Liu Hsi-tsai, late Literary Chancellor, Kuangtung 
Mao Ch'ang-hsi, President Board of War and Minister 
Tsung-li Yamen oo... .ceeeceeseeceeeeeneneee ences 
Sang Ch’ung-jung, sometime President, Board of Punish- 
MONEE: os Sees esicatiee senses ecdeaseseacssasedsecasdsases 
Shéng An, Military Commandant Guchén (29 June) 
Shuang Yin, Deputy Lieut.-General of a Banner ............ 
T'ang Yii-kéng, Acting Commander-in chief, Ssi-ch’uan... 
Ting Jih-ch’ang, late Governor, Fukien 
Wang Hsiin-i, Attaché at Berlin ................ cece 
Wei Yeh-hsiang, Prefect, Chihli .... 
Wu Yii-lan Taotai, Tientsin 0.0.0.0... ceeccceeeeeteenecees 
Yen Tuau-shu, formerly Acting Viceroy Liang Kuang aud 
Vice-President of the Censorate ............4. 











OFFICIAL MovEMENTS. 


Anahunga retires from post of Assistant Chamberlain 
Anahunga's title of duke devolves on his son ............... 
Ao Li censured for refusing office in Tibet. .................. 
Chang Chih-tung, audience for instructions ..............0.. 
Do. takes over Office 1.0.00... .ccccecee eee sceeueees 
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Aug. 7. 


Jan. 19. 
June 11, 
Nov. 4. 
Aug. 24. 
Sept. 27. 
Mar. 17. 
Sept. 14. 
Mar. 13. 
Sept. 23. 


Feb. 9. 
June 14, 
Dee. 7. 
Oct. 7, 27. 
Jan. 6. 
Sept. 2). 
June 15, 
Oct, 14. 
Nov. 7. 
Sept. 1. 


Mar. 29, 30. 


Dec. 4. 
Sept. 6. 
July 14. 
Aug. 11. 
April 15. 
Oct. 7, 
Sept. 24. 
July 10. 


Nov. 1. 


Nov. 29. 
Nov. 29. 
May 11. 
Jan. 27, 
Mar. 16. 
April 11, 


xiii 
Chang Chao-tung, to act as Governor, Fukien ............... 
Chang Mén-yiian, arrives in Fukien (Sept. 3) 
Chang P’ei-lun’s request to have his appointment cancel- 
led, refused 
Chang Shu-shéng, request refused, and penalty adjudged to 


Do. rewarded for share in Corean expedition 

Do. declines title of Junior Guardian of Heir 
Apparent ; ordered not to persist 

im refusal ............ceseeeceeesseee ceseee 

Do. moves to Pao-ting Fu ; thanks for reten- 

tion of post of Viceroy, Liangkuang 

Do. asks leave to retire ; granted 3 months’ 

VOAVGs iccccescciiees acc vecscesceienssdaae tas 

Ch'én Lan-pin, to act as Junior Vice-President, Board of 

WAP. -ciciverisscdsvassesercssesecssoeese est 





Ch’én Pao-ch’én Senior Examiner, Kiangsi 


Do. Weén-shuo requests that he be rebuked... 

Do. takes office as Literary Chancellor, 
Hanged ois.scccccseess sovascasssdsiecerses 

Ch’én Shih-chieh takes over Office ..........ssccseeeeseee cesses 


Ch’éng Tsao ju, to await employment at Peking ...... ..... 
Chéng Tuan, handed over to the Board ................cceeeeee 
Do. goes to Ming Tombs to worship 
Chéng Tuan’s reply to accusations 
Chiang Jén-ching, Taotai Yellow River, removed 
Chirhungo, Deputy Lieut. eoaene aa returns 
home ... ........ gages 
Ch'ien Hsi, Lieut.-Governor ‘CWatas, cgiilieniae for in- 
structions 
Do. summoned to Peking 
Ching Lien, denounced 
Do. excused revising Yiinnan accounts... 
Ching Shou, one month’s leave...............seeseeeee ° 
Do. two months’ leave...........ccceseseceesceseeeeeee ees 
Ch'ing Shan, arrives at Hangchow ..........c:005 cossscereeeeee 
Ch’ing Yii begs to retire ; one month’s leave.................5 
Do. takes over office, Director-General Grain Tran- 
sport 
Do. requests exemption from service of his son...... 
Chou Chia-mei, to act as Junior Vice-President, Board of 
Rites 
Chou Chia-mei, to act as Senior Vice-President, Board 
of War 
Chou Chéng-ch’i, retires in ill-health .............. Peitesadesues 
Do. relinquishes office, Director-General, 
Grain Transport ....-......665 were 
Chou Jui ch’ing, denunciation Of ........ccseeceeseeeeeeeeeeeeees 








Pree rer ree eT eee eer eet OeTeeT eer eer eer rer rer rary 


Peace rece ner eer ene eer see eesens serene eee eas carrer ees 





Do. to vacate his post and await trial ......... 
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June 22. 
Dec, 2. 


Dec. 21. 

May 31, June 2, 23. 
Oct. 13. 

Oct. 24, Nov. 8. 


Nov. 5. 


Sept. 14. 
July 26. 
Aug. 5. 


Aug. 8. 


Dec. 14, 

Oct. 24, Nov. 4. 
Nov. 2. 

Oct. 18. 

Dee. 7. 

Sept. 10. 

Jan. 14, 






Aug. 15. 
Sept. 5, 11, Oct. 24, Dec, 
26. 


Chou Jui-ch’ing, further report on case ........666 cceeeeeeees Oct. 30, Dec. 26. 
Ch’ung Li, to act as General-Commandant Peking Gen- 
GATINCYIC 2 3.64 cacesies cdc ae nteacansctans 00955 vost oie Feb. 4. 
Do. denunciation of .........ccccsecscsecceceececeseeseuses May 18, 26, June 3, 13, 
27, July 8, 13. 16. 
Do. thanks for degradation .............ccccseceeeeee see July 9. 
Ch’ung Li’s case criticised by Wén-shuo ............ ceseeeee Aug, 3. 
_ En Ch’éng, request to retire negatived ......... ..cceseeeeeees June 8. 
Do. allowed to resign various offices ...............006 June 22. 
En Fu arrives in Peking...............c0lecssscesscescenseenee neues Oct. 9. 
En Lin directed to retire ..........ccccssceeccsssceeseeceeeeeseeee Mar. 13. 
En Ying, Director Court of Revision, resigns ............... Feb. 5. 


Fang Ta-shih, Treasurer Shansi, called to Peking...... aaees Dec. 20. 
Ho Ching, acts as Governor of Fukien (July 15-Sept. 17). Sept. 16, Nov. 5. 








Ho Ju-chang, two months’ leave ..........ccsecceecessee eee eevee April 3. 
Do. UGION CO” 650.5 esFessseed se ctsdees vadeoewesees daeeesees Aug. 15. 
Hai Ch’ang starts for Urga in indifferent health ............. April 6. 
Do. is granted two months’ leave .............ccsseeee Oct. 18. 
Hsia Chia-kao, one month’s leave .........sscceesee coven trees Sept. 23. 
Do. one month’s leave, extension of............... Oct, 15 
Do. retires in ill-health ............ccccessescenees eee Oct. 25, Nov. 11. 
Hsiang Héng pays respects on arrival in Peking Feb. 9. 
Hsii Chien-yin attached to Li Hung-chang’s Yamén ...... April 5. 
Hsii Kéng-shén, 20 days’ leave to visit family cemetery... Nov. 11. 
Haiti Yen-hsii arrives in Kwangsi (July 18) ..........esseeeee Oct. 8. 
Hsiieh Yitn-shéng to hold investigation in Kiangsu......... Jan. 27, Feb. 7. 
Hu Yii-t’an, to await employment in Peking ............... Sept. 30. 
Hung Liang-p'in’s denunciation of Ching Lien and Wan 
WEn-ShAO 0... eescceeseeceeeeenen eee Oct. 24. 
Do. petition to the Throne ..........s.s.c.eeee Oct. 24. 
_ Jén Tao-jung, 20 days’ sick leave............csssesseseeees veceee July 23, Aug. 15. 
Kao Ch’ung-chi, transferred to Shansi ............ceccceeeeen Aug. 8. 


Kuai Té-piao, Judge, Hupei, returns to post (July 15) ... Sept. 18. 
Kuo Ying, Judge of Kuangsi, returns to his post (July 24) Oct. 8, 
Li Chao-t’ang, resumes duties as Superintendent, Foo- 








Chow Arsenal ..........:cssescceceeseceeeeuens Oct. 22. 
Do. two months’ sick leave................ Dec. 13. 
Li Han.chang, ill-health and leave of absence .... Mar. 14. 
Do. returns to CUty..........ccceeeeesesce eee ceneeeees April 1. 
Li Hung-chang, one month’s leave to visit mother ......... April 19, May 16. 
Do. period of mourning curtailed April 26. 
Do. remonstrances disallowed..............0s0.00 May 1, 23. 
Do. allowed to vacate principal posts ......... May 11, 18. 
Do. arrives in native province...................66 July 16. 
Do. rewarded for share in Corean expedition. Oct. 13. 
Li P’ei-ching retires in ill-health .............ccscceessesccesceeee Jan, 3. 
Li Shan, continued in appointment .................cceccee ee vee April 18, © 
Li Wén-min, one month’s sick leave ........ ..c.ccceeeeeseeeee Oct. 5. 
Do. FEBUMES CUbICS oo... ..ee cess cecceseeeeeenee eee eeeees Oct. 18 
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Li Wén-min compeiled to retire 1.0.0.0... Lovech hokvasntasvenes Dec. 2, 16, 17. 
Lin Chao-yiian denounced by Censor ...............ccseeeeeeeee April 21. 

Lin Shu to proceed to Kiangsu and hold investigation ... Jan. 27, Feb. 7. 
Lin Hung mén, cashiered Governor Yiinnan, rank be- 














StOWE ON 0. eeeeceecee cee eeeeseeeceeeneeeete Ei saegt July 21. 
* Liu Ch’ang-yu, retirement of, disallowed .........s:.c:ccceee April 10, May 11. 
Do. ordered to Peking June 22, Nov. 17. 
Liu Jui fén recommended ............. . April 13. 
Do. audience ........ceeseeeeeeeee ww. Aug. 15. 
Liu K’un-yi, denounced for screening delinquent ........... Jan. 25. 
Do. starts for Peking ...............cecsessceeeesee eevee Mar. 16. 
Liu Ping-chang, former Governor Kiangsi, starts for 
PORN G cs csnssvekcrisccavensaseedsotis peeves cadecaens aes Dec, 21. 
Liu Ting-fu assumes office, Literary Chancellor, Kansu... Aug. 24. 
Liu Yii-chéng, Brigade General, Yiinnan, resigns ......... Jan. 10. 
Ma Chien-chung rewarded for share in Corean expedition. Oct. 13 
Mei Ch’i-chao arrives at post .........cccsesseeseeneeeeuneeens -. dan. 9. 
Ming An resumes duties..............:ccccceveeseeceeseeseeeeeseeens Mar. 18. 
Do, arrives in Peking ............:ccssseeeereees ... April 7. 
Ming Kuei retains his post of Imperial Usher Nov. 1. 
Mut’enga retires om full pay .........cccseesecsseceeseesneeeneeees April 3. 
Oléhopu, Deputy Lieut.-Governor, Jehole, retains his 
BOD there ........cssesessseeeeecseecccseeceeeeteeenes Oct. 16. 
Ou-yang Li-chien takes over office Honan ...........00..00008 Oct. 25. 
P’an Chiin-chang acts as Judge of Fukien............ Sept. 16. 
P’an Tsu-yin on probation in the Grand Council ............ . 
P’an Ying-chang to be sent to Peking................00008 
Pao Ch’ao resignation not accepted .......... 
Do. allowed to vacate post ............. 
Do. loses two sons by drowning............ 
Pao Héng denounced by Chang Chih-tung 
Pao T’ing, Chief Examiner Fukien and Kwangtung ...... June 27. 
Pao Yiin, resignation not accepted ..........csesseccesseeeeeees Feb. 6. 
P’éng Tsu-hsien acts as Governor-General Hukuang ...... June 21, Sept. 29, 
Pi Tao-yuan allowed to ride in Forbidden City ............ Nov. 21. 
Do. penalty for awarding two few degrees ......... Dec. 20. 
Pien Pao-ti, audience ............ccccscssssecceeeas scence seseersesens May 25. 

* Do. reaches Hunan (August 4) Sept. 27. 
Prince of Kung, leave granted to........... ove Nov. 17, Dec, 15. 
P’u Lien, charges against ia es Oct. 14, 31. 

Do.  penalty.......ccceecesccsseneesseens Oct. 31. 
Shan Lien to act as Judge, Shénsi Sept. 17. 
Shén Pao-ching has audience ...............-06005 ceeeeuee Setiess Feb. 5. 
Shén An arrives at Guchen 00.0... seeceseeeceeeeeceeceeeeeees Aug, 27. 
Shih To, Prince of Li, Minister of Presence (on probation) Dec. 14. 

Do. toserve in Imperial Study .......... cc eeeee cesses Dec. 15. 
Sotorchapu allowed to ride in Forbidden City ............... Nov. 21. 
Sun Chia-ku to await employment at Peking ...... ........ Sept. 30. 


Sun Chia-nai to ect as Senior Vice President Board ofRites Sept. 14, 
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xvi 


Sun Chia-nai to act as Junior Vice President Civil Otlice. 
Sung P’u, rebuked for improper request and cashiered ... 
T’an Chung-lin arrives at Lan-chou Fu ...............:cceeeeee 
T’ang Chiung arrives at Yiinnan (Aug. 4) 
T’ieh Ch’i directed to retire 
Ting An resigns... 2. isissssceeeseceedevecescatidesasesocedices ces bensed 
Ting Ju-chang rewarded for share in Corean expedition... 
Tsai Tun to act as Lieut.-General, Manchu Plain Yellow 





Banner oiscsseeesiss cds ide cecaedins wap dees sbencksteede de ackecevves 
Ts’ao Ping-ché act as Judge of Kansuh (Aug. 12) ......... 
Ts’én YQ-ying acts as Viceroy of Yiin-kuei .............00... 

Do. starts for Yiinnan (July 15)... oe eee 
Tséng Kuo-ch'uan to act as Viceroy of Liang Kuang ...... 
Do. excused, on ground of ill-health, from 
coming to Peking.............0.cssseeees 

Do. arrives in Knangtung...........ccceeeeeee 

Do. do. Canton (Aug. 24) ...........5 6. 

Do. Penalty recommending Wang Ting-an. 

Tso Tsung-t’ang reaches Nanking .............06 ceseeeenevenes 
Do. three months’ sick-leave ..............cs000e 

Do. unable to attend military examinations.. 

Do. requests leave to retire.............cceceseeeee 

T’u Tsung-ying starts for, and reaches post ............se000 
Do. hands over charge to Pien Pao-ti (Aug. 4) 

Do. arrives in Hukwang (July 31)............... 

Tung Hsiin directed to vacate his post .........csseseseesseeee 
T'ung Hua dograded .........ssccessesseeceeseesecsseseeseseeeeveess 

Do. to act as Vice-President Board of Punishments 

Wan Ch’ing-li, President Civil Office, denounced ......... 
Do. High Officers pray to be excused judying. 
Do. Censorate report not full tien desistasares 
Do. acquitted . Saeadadevens 

Do. directed to wwacat his post. vadde asec bos eadeeest 
Wang Chih-han denounced, compelled to retire ............ 
Wang Jéu-k’an reports conclusion of examinations, 
ShanBi.......ccccccescccesevecseeeeescceeesseseeeeeeeeses 
Wang Ssit-yi summoned to Peking for audience ............ 
Wang Ting-au’s dismissal requested by Chang Chih-tuog 
Wang Wéeu-shao returns from Tientsio ..............cseeseeees 
Do. acts as Junior Vice-President, Board of 
Civil Office .....cee ec ceeceeeeeneeseenee 

Do. denounced by Hung Liang-p’in 

Do. do. Téng Ch’éng-shiu 
Do. excused revisal of Yiinnan accounts...... 
Do. refused leave to retire ...........cseeceeveeees 
Do. again begs leave to retire (negatived) ... 
Do. permitted to retire ........cccesecseeee weeeee 


Wei Ch’ing returns from Tibet 
Wei Jung-kuang hands over office 
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Dec. 15. 
Sept. 23, Oct 1. 
Mar. 12. 
Oct. 20. 
Mar. 13. 
Jan, 28. 
Oct. 13. 


Oct. 18. 
Oct. 20. 
June 22. 
Sept. 16. 
May 30. 


June 5. 

Aug. 28, 

Oct. 18. 

Sept. 3, Oct. 4. 
Mar. 16. 

Nov. 23. 

Nov. 28. 

Dec. 8. 

Mar. 21, 28, 31. 
Sept. 27. 

Sept. 29. 

Mar. 13. 

Mar. 13. 

Oct. 25. 

Jan. 28. 

Jan, 29, 

Feb. 5. 

Feb. 13. Mar. 5. 
Mar. 13. 

Dec, 20. 


Aug. 21. 
Sept. 17- 
Aug. 31. 
May 27. 


Sept. 14. 
Oct. 24, 
Nov. 4. 
Nov. 2. 
Dec. 2, 20. 
Dec. 4, 21. 





Wei Kuang-tao acts as Treasurer, Kansuh (Aug. 21) 
Wén Shuo rebuke to, requested by Censor 
Wen Shuo’s defence of Uh’ung-li 


XVii 


Wén Yiu to proceed on mission of enquiry to Tung Ling.. 


Do, 


has audience for instructions 


Wéng Hsiieh-pén acts as Judge, Fukien (May 22) ......... 


Weng T'ung-ho on probation in Grand Council 


Do. ordered not to decline the appointment ... 


Wu Ch’ang Ch'ing rewarded for share in Corean expedi- 


tion 


Wulahsich’unga rebuked 


Wu T'ing-fén, Chief Examiner, Kuangtung and Fukien.. 


Yang Ch’ang-chiin rebuked 
recommendation by, objected to by 


Do. 


Censor 


Yang Ch’ang-chiin to Peking for audience, starts Aug. 21 


Yao Chin-yiian dismissed 
Yen Ching ming not allowed to decline pcan 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


arrives at Peking .. 


allowed to ride in Forbidden: City. saetianek 
to assist Jui Lien at Eastern Mausolea... 


Yeh Po-ying act as Treasurer, Shénsi..... 00.0... cee oes 


Yin Chao-juny resigns 





Yii K’uan ceases to act as Viceroy Liane kuang (Auy. 25) 
Yii Kuang acts as Comptroller Imperial Equipage Depart- 


Anhui—Plethora of expectants 


ment 


Do. District Mayistrate commits suicide................08 
Do. Colonel, guilty of fraud, dismissed for trial ...... 
Ch’aharh—Térchi reappointed Brigadier at ................. 
Chekiang—Favorable recommendation of expectant 
MAGIStrate .......ccceeeccescesseenseeceessceeeesees 
Do. Dishonest and incompetent officials cashiered. 
Do. Plethora of expectants .... ...... 
Do. Taotai conceives himself avaricead. ‘obits die sapinu'e 
Do. Dispute between colonel and captain .... 
Do. Taotai’s misbehaviour.............0...0..000e0e 





Chihli—Li Hung-chang’s unsealed despatches sealed andl 


Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


forwarded 
Plethora of expectants 


Officers engaged in river-works recommended 


Secretary at Eastern Mausolea dismissed 


Troop horses from Mongolia 


Failure to capture footpads.. 
Peking—Members of fire brigades recommended 
Secretaries in charge of bullion vaults denounced 
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Oct. 20. 
Aug. 6. 
Aug. 3. 
Sept. 14. 
Sept. 16. 
Aug. 21. 
Dec. 14. 
Dec. 15. ~ 


Oct. 13. 
Feb. 18. 
June 27. 
Jav, 5. 


Jan. 6. 
Oct. 10, 20. 
Dec. 29. 
April 19, 27 
June 27. 
July 4. 
Sept. 30. 
Sept. 17. 
Feb, 13. 
Oct. 18. 


Oct. 18. 
June 15, 20, 30. 


Feb. 27, 
July 15. 
Sept. 3. 

Sept. 21. 


Feb. 17. 
May 27. 
June 16 
Sept, 25, June 20. 
Sept. 21. 
Sept. 28, Oct. 21, 


July 14, 

July 15. 

Aug. 20. 

July 30, Aug, 23, 
Aug. 24, 

Nov. 13. 

Jan. 7. 

Jan. 28, 31, 


xXVill 


Peking—Block in ta-tiao candidates ; remedy suggested., 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Fukien—Volunteers for service in Formosa .... 


Assist.-chamberlain punished for unpunctuality. 
Metropolitan scrutiny—changes in consequence of 
Anonymous communications forbidden .... 
2nd Secretary returns from Berlin 
Metropolitan scrutiny ; re-examination of officials 

in Ist class 





Issue of pay to Plain Red Banner Guards, dispute 

between Captain General and Censor ......... 
Official Lodging erected at Liang-hsiang 
Assistant Prefect, Shun-t’ien Fu amelioration of 

POSTON: oe ice otcccensecvavendsesees senpoeeve des ceeds 
Chou Jui-ch’ing’s case 
Wang Wén-shao and Ching Lien’s case ............ 





Rewards to men and officers of fire brigade ...... 
do. gentry and police for capture of 
robbers ........46 Gacsbicdastivenanes 

Abuses in office of Gendarmerie ... . ......... 
Aid to offices for burning of waste baner 
Inspection of Banner Forces ............c:seeeeneecee: 
Regulation of issue of pay to bannerman ......... 
Secretary to Grand Council appointed 
Transfers of Vice-Presidents.. ..........0... ar 














Do. Lieutenant and sergeant cashiered for cow: arilice 
Do. Measures to remove block of expectants ......... 
Do. Plethora of expectants ...........cccscecseeeeeeeeeee eee 
Do. Officials repairs again to Zn Jung banquet......... 
Do. Dispute between magistrate and officers of in- 
SELUCHIONS 00.0... cceesce eee cce eee eeceeeneeceneeenen ees 
Do. Officer charged with dishonesty and profligacy... 
Do, Biography of distinguished officer compiled ...... 
Do. Redistribution of ‘‘ public expenses ” allowances 
Do. Shén Pao-chén’s grandson succeeds to the title... 
Do. Literary Chancellor to act as Supervisor at 
Examinations ..........cccccssseeeeneeeteee er eeeees 
Honan—Officials accused of venality .............00. pbetesiwee 
Do. _ Licentiates struck off the list ..... 
Do. Officials cashiered and degraded .. 
Do. Plethora of expectants ........ belgie 
Hunan—Colonel cured of opium smoking ..................008 
Do, Disputes between Lieut -Colonel and Magistrate 
Do. Officials cashiered and degraded ............00..c000e 
Do. Plethora of expectants .... 
Do, Examiners appointed...... oa 
Hupei—Ofticials cashiered............cccccssssseneee see eeneeeeeeee : 
Do. Expectant Tavtai reinstated... cece eees 
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20. 


Jan, 2 
Mar. 7. 
Mar. 13. 
Mar. 13. 
Mar. 22. 


Mar. 24, 30, April 2. 
July 24. 


July 22, Aug. 7, 10. 
Aug. 14. 


Aug. 15. 

Sept.5, Oct.8, 13, Nov. 22. 

Oct. 5, 8, 12, Nov. 4, 
Dec. 26. 

Oct. 27. 


Nov. 2. 
Nov, 12, 29, 
Noy, 25. 
Dec. 6. 
Dec. 9. 
Dec. 31. 
Dec. 15, 
Feb. 6. 
Mar. 24. 
April 25. 
June 15, 
June 16, 


June 17. 
June 29. 
Sept. 1, 22. 
Sept. 18. 
Oct. 6. 


Oct. 6. 
Feb. 8. 
May 5. 
Aug. 1, 25, 
Sept. 17." 
June 20. 
Aug. 11. 
Sept. 3. 
Sept. 30. 
July 7. 
Feb. 13. 
Mar, 31, 


XIX 


Hupei—Inventory of property of deceased defaulting 


OMicials: .ois5 2. cseeeied wees ceveuadsocieceteecaseces 

Do. Defaulting officials allowed two months to refund 
Do. Charges against a Magistrate disproved ............ 
Do. Magistrate dismissed ..........ccssescecsesseseeeenseeues 
Do. Two Taotais dismissed ............cccccssseee ceeeeseeeees 
Kansu—‘‘ Respectful withdrawal” of Taotai dispensed 
WITH, ivrcnsel ovencsarsecoedsecccseescesdaesousenccnucsess 


Do. Succession to Lama Priest Protector of State ... 

Do. Expectant sub prefect wishes to change cognomen 

Do. High military officers cashiered 

Do. Examiners appointed ...... .....cccccsceee 

Do. Officers reinstated 0.0.00... cceeceseeceesecteenee cee eee 
Kiangsi—Surfeit of expectants 








Do. Official versed in mathematics recommended ... 
Do, Education officials recommended ................45 
Do. Insubordination of lekin official dismissed for 

GiMIGIGY: 66055 cdsasie csesasasescaseresedecidesestaeies 
Do, Brigadier to attend military examinations in 

place of General-in-chief 2........cceeecceeee oe 
Do. Governor compelled to retire ....... c.seeeeeeeeeee 


Kianygsu—-Prefect of Yangchow, biography of, compiled.. 
Do. Officers of gunboat that took Li Shu ch’ang to 
Japan recommended ..........ssseeseeceeeeeee one 
Do. Grain Intendant said to have died................. 
Liang-kiang--Tso Tsung t’ang admonished ...............048 
Do. Officers of Military Secretariat cashiered ... 
Kiria—Request to retain able officials .............cseseceenee 
Do. Noble dismissed for extortion .............cccssseeseeeee 
Do. Charge of extortion against Magistrate disproved. 
Do. Two Correspondence Secretaries aud two Police 





Masters asked for............ccccsessesseessversneees 
Do. Sub-Director of Studies made Magistrate............ 
Kuangturg—Officers excused from archery drill ......... .. 
Do. Officials degraded .........ccecescccsecessceseeeees 
Do. Plethora of petty officials .............ccceeeeeeee 
Do. Treasurer dismissed 

Kuangsi—Department Maxistrate dismissed .. saseaaeesy 
Do. Rewards for capture of noted border rebel. Seneca 
Do, Plethora of expectants .............sccecssecereesceeees 
Kueichou—District Magistrate of tender years—extra 
PTODAGION ......eeceesceessceeeeeeeeeoeseaneneeeees 

Do. Minor officials cashiered...........csessseeeeee 


Do. Decrepit prefect called on to resign 
Do. Extension of limit for commuting pay and 


bounty money for official rank .............06 
New Dominion—Proposals for reorganization Of .........46+ 
Do. Protest against proposals.........ccceeeeeeeee 





Pescadores—Department Magistrate denouuced 
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Jan. 24, 
Jan. 25. 
April 13. 
April 25. 
July 7. 

Oct. 18. 

May 31. 
Sept. 26. 
Sept. 26. 


Oct. 18. 


Nov. 28. 
Dec. 2, 16. 37. 
Sept. 16. 


Nov. 21. 
Dec, 9, 22. 
Sept. 18. 
Sept. 18. 
May 2. 
Aug. 31. 
Sept. 24, 


Oct. 29. 
Nov. 15. 
Jan. 26, 
Feb. 27. 
Dec. 23. 
Dec. 29, 
Feb. 5. 

Oct. 20. 
Nov. 7. 


Feb. 23. 
Mar. 28. 
Aug. 1, 


Oct, 2. 
Oct. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Oct. 11. 
July 22, 


Shantung—Plethora of expectants ......... cece ceeeeeee cree 
Do. Treasurer and Brigadier to supervise examina- 
TIONS ee eeeige ce ceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesteeteeneaes 





Shansi—Disturbance at lekin eallestorate 





Do. Carts impressed for government service—no op- 
PPOSSION ie s.ccsecseciee ceca scesesesseescseeasdoees eves 
Do. Magistrate refused employment till public debts 
PIG so csseasscsascedcnsdsesscesesonndseoedse seceaaeaeede 
Do. Official ordered to, excuses himself from going... 
Do. Recommendation and denunciation of officials ... 
Do. Expectant Colonel degraded to rank of captain... 
Do. ‘* Public char,es ” reduced or abolished............ 
Shénsi- -Taotai, unequal to duties, called to Peking ...... 
Sst ch’uan—Surfeit of expectants ...........ccccseceeese serene 
Do. Supposed insanity and suicide of jail warden, 
Do. Officials dismissed 1... .. cece cee eeeeeeeee eee 

Do. Mav istrate highly recommended ... 
Do. Examiners appointed .........ccccccseeseseeeeee eee 
Do. Magistrate sees apparition and destroys 
Himself .........csscccsssccevesvosccsoecoesees ae 
Do. Ma.istrates’ allowances increased ............ 

Do. Magistrate fails to capture robbers 





Tibet —Paymaster acquitted of embezzlement . 
Tsitsihar—Officer’s cruelty drives soldier to somthite saieide 
Yiinnan—Offcials dismissed ...............cccceceeeeeecee eee eeeeee 
Do. Officers appointed to superintend conveyance 
Of COPPEL ...cesccesccscsescorecssssaceees deswat'eSe 
Taotai recommended 
Public accounts case—officers to be sent to 
Peking 
Anonymous communications forbidden .... v.00... eeeeee 
Govervors not to apply for officials by wame................4. 
Transfers of officials from Peking, from other provinces, 
question discussed ...........cseeseeeeeeee juvesede 
Enormous is fluence of literati and getry in provinces 

Superannuated Colonels, directed to resign 
Decree avainst careless recommendation 

Decree enjoining diligence and probity 
Rewards to officers of Corean expedition 
Proposed relaxation of rules as to War and Reorganiza- 





Do. 
Do. 








tion Accounts, auditing of—objected to...... 

Honours to officers who died in battle oo... cee eee es 
Decree enjoining diligence and reform .... 

MALPRACTICES. 

Anhwui—Officers dismissed for carelessness, whereby 

fatal explosion was caused..............ssece eee 

Chékiang—Charye of establishing branch lekin office and 

OXCOUON, ccs) csecsc ses stocacisnvenacevaeionacgassi¥s 


Google 


Dec. 7. 
Feb. 10. 


Feb. 13. 


April 10. 
April 15. 
June 31. 
Aug. 30. 
Sept. 3. 
Dee. 1. 
Jan. 4, 
Jan 9. 
Mar. 11. 
May 1. 
July 7. 


July 18. 
Sept. 13. 
Nov. 1. 
May 14. 
Juve 25, 
Mar. 5. 


Aug. 14. 
Sept. 16. 


Nov. 22. 
Mar. 13. 
April 3. 


April 18, 19, 21, May 4. 
May 26. 

June 13. 

Aug. 25, Sept. 15. 

Oct. 5. 

Oct. 13. 


Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 
Dec, 4. 
Dec, 29. 


14, 23, 


xxi 


Chékiang—Magistrate denounced hy Ceusor—acyuitted. 
Chihli—Members of heterodox sect punished ... 












Do. ° Illegal tortures by police underlings..... 
Do. Coiraye of spurious cash...... ...cceeeseeeeeeeee saiepoegs 
Do. Magistrate hushes up case of parricide ............ 
Do. Alleged extortion of Ming Tombs.................0008 
Do. Mayistrate makes fraudulent return of govern- 
ment service AMOUNE ..........ceceseeeeee eee econo 
Do. Magistrate dismissed for service of extortion...... 
Do. Charges a.aivst Mavistrate and police-master ... 
Do. Magistrate impriso.s complaivant iu robbery 
CABO soi. 325 sees seeds levsncnsncpasasedvenpsbensereececses 
Do. Magistrate fails to capture murderer of 9 persons. 
Peking—Gambling in goveroment barracks ...............068 
Do. Abuses in grain distribution...............cccee cence 
Do. Attempt to extort money by threat of denuncia- 
GIONS. ceiesisssesesbodsdesdenasbavcdvacdssassaen oedent sas 
Do. Smuggling wine over walls .............ccccceeeseeeee 
Do. Abuses by underlings of Censor’s Yamén......... 
Do. Substitutes among officials by purchase............ 
Do. Clerks of Board of Revenue denounced. ....... .. 
Do, Embezzlement by 2nd class Secretary ............ 
Do. Malpractices of Censor’s son, Shih Tai ..... as 
Do. Embezzlement of bounty money .............. 
Do, Clerk of Board of War absconds ........... 
Do. Payment of house-tax illegally avoided ............ 
Do. Secretary in Household denounced ‘ squeezing ” 
Do. Twoclerks denounced ..........cceceseseee coseeeee oe 
Do. Chou Jui-ch’ing denounced .... 
Do. Ching Lien and Wang Wén shao denounced 
Do. Secretaries of Board of Revenue, Ceusor, and 


Yiiunan officers implicated in Yiiunan case. 
Fukien—Expectant officials abducts women ... 
Do. Major arrives late for action ee eas 
Do. Education officers oppress licentiates............... 
Hunan—Censor fears grave injustice will be hushed up... 








Do. Families of defaulting officials called on to refund 
Do. Officials cashiered o0....... cece eeeeee 
Do. Acting Taotai dismissed .............00606 aa tetes ere 


Hupei—Estate of defaulting officials sequestred 
Do. Noble refuses to appear at trial........ 
Liang-kiang—Captain keeps opium den...........ccccseeceeeee 
Rinese TS charged with false accusation and main- 
FONANCE oo... ceeececeetensceeces see teccce sen eeeees 

Do. Salt barrier official enpayed in trade 
Do. Governor denounced ...........cccscesececeeceeesseenees 
Kiriu—Extortion and illegal torture by a sergeant .. 
_ Do,  Lieutenaut accept bribes ; cashiered 


Google 


Oct. 13. 

Jan. 10. 

Mar. 20. 

Mar. 24. 

May 28, June 16, July 29. 
Aug. 3, 29. 


Sept. 4. 
Nov. 17. 
Dec. 18, 19. 


Dec. 23. 
Dec. 23. 
Feb. 13, Mar. 9. 
Mar. 7. 


Mar. 22, 31, Apr 8, 11, 30. 
Mar. 22, April 10. 

Mar. 30. 
April 6. 
April 7. 
May 4. 

May 17. 
June 1], 
June 22. 
July 18. 
Sept. 4. 
Sept. 4. 

Sept. 5, Oct. 8, 24, 30, 

Dec. 16. 
Oct. 5, 24, Nov. 4. 


23. 


Dec. 16, 26, 30. 
April 19. 

June 17. 

Aug. 25. 

Janu, 14. 

Aug. 7, Sept. 12. 
Aug. 8. 

Nov. 30. 

Aug. 18. 

Sept. 29. 

Jan, 27. 





XXII 





Kirin—Charge of causing suicide by unlawful arrest. ...... Oct. 7. 

Do. Captain loiters and misbehaves ; cashiered ......... Oct. 23, 

Do. Priso er escnpes under suspicious circumstances.. Nov. 19. 

Do. Captain permits gambling ; cashiered ............... Dec. 1. 
Liang-kuang—Lieutenant keeps gambling table ............ Mar. 19. 
Kuangtung—Mayistrate denounced............ccceeee June 17, 18. 

Do. Treasurer denounced for avarice .... Dec. 29. 

Kuangsi—Officers cashiered .............. see seesen eee ees 


Kueichou—Magistrate beats witnesses to death 
Do. Secretary abscond with public funds 
Do, Magistrate tortures prisoner to death 


Do. Expectant Sub-prefect dismissed for trial...... Dec. 13. 
Mongolia—Abuses in conveyance of military stores......... May 6. 
Moukden—Magistrate tortures innocent to death ........ May 20. 

Do. Imperial clansman keeps gambling house ...... May 26. 
New Dominiou—General and Major cashiered ........ ...... May 24. 

Do. Comptroller neglects élite ............. Nov. 17. 
Shantung—Extortion by land tax clerks............cccceeeee ees Auy, 25. 


Do. Captain gets money by false pretences ........ Sept 12. 
Do. Defaulting officials cashiered ; property con- 


FIOCAEED sieisicsieccecescccecsccessndecveasecensasess Oct. 15. 
Do. Prefect wants vigour ; compelled to retire ... Nov 20. 
Shansi— Fraudulent sales by a Major .............cccseesecee eee July 25. 


Do, Titular Major controls the market, andisa bully Aug. 16. 

Do. Improper conduct of Taotai, while at Shanghai., Nov. 17. 

Shénsi—Forgery by a General ............ cccsscecssseeeeees wee Mar. 11. 
Do. Official attempts to smug:le, is rude to superior, 
and refuses to cash the Governor of Tarbaya- 


tai’s bills ; cashiered ..............0.. ces eceeeeeee Oct. 22. 
Ssti-ch’uan—Magistrate dismissed oo... eee seeeeeseeeee eee Aug. 19. 
Do. Illegal assumption of hereditary rank ......... Sept. 15. 


Tsitsihar—Oppressive action of small military officials ... Juve 2 
Do. Soldiers at post-station sell government lands 
to squatters ..... ......... Wa ssendenecsnetsetondes Aug, 23. 
Do. Nobleman steals grain............ccscecsssseceesceeees Oct. 11. 
Do. Convicts escape through: misconduct of escort. Oct. 15. 








.¥tinnan—Magistrate tortures innocent persons .........66 Mar. 28. 
Do Chang Maii-chieh on illegal tortures............... Aug. 7. 
MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Proposed military reforms ......... cssssessessserseseeeseseesenees Jan. 1, 2, 
Ex Commander iu-chief executed............sceseece sees Jan, 4 
New gun-vessel—foreign crews paid off ............ June 6. 
Avhwui—Explosion at Shou-chou vee Oct, 29. 
Do. Inspection of troops .......... cc ceeeeee ees Dec. 9. 
Chekiang—Abolition of coast guard stations... June 5. 
Do. Homicide by military graduate............c0000 Dec. 18. 
Chihli—Peking barracks to be examined ......... .......008 Feb. 9. 
Fukien and Kuangtung—Annual inspection of coasts...... Feb. 6. 
Chihli, Hovan, Shantung—Joiut iuspection of forces ...... Jan. 9 


Google 


Xxiii 


Kiangsu—Tso Tsung-t’ang starts on tour of inspection .... April 17. 


























Do. Strength of provincial forces ............ceeseeeeeeee May 23. 
Do. Officers of gunboat recommended ................ Nov. 21, 
Hupei—Fresh body of 500 irregulars raised ................4 Sept. 28, 
Kansuh—Tartars General advocating training banvermen 
to use fire-ArMs .........cscsesece eee eeeceeece eee eeees Nov, 21. 
Shantung—Irregulars disbauded ...........cscesesseeceeeecseeeee April 29. 
Formosa—Kueijchou force replaced by irregulars Aug. 8 
Ch’ahar—New caunon forwarded to ............eseceeceeeeeee June 5. 

Do. Governor purchases arms out of his allowance... Dec. 3. 
Kalgan—Skin-coats for troops at ..........ccccerssteseee see eeeees Jan, 15. 
Moukden—Machinery forwarded from Canton to............ Feb. 9. 

Do. Infantry corps disbanded ..............:.ccsee sevens June 10, 
Tsitsihar—Keforms in traiving of field force .................. Aug 17. 
Ili—Scrutiny deferred till 1887...........cccecceeeeceeee coeeeeree Nov, 9. 
Droveut, Froop, Distress, &c. 
Anhwui—Heavy floods im ........cccsseeeceseeseseee eee eeeensena ees July 22, Aug 10, 17, 
Sept 3, 8, 18, Nov. 27, 

Do. Relief measures ........ccccsecsecsecsecsecseesceeeeteees Nov. 27, Dec. 6. 

Do. and Chékiang—Inuudations (Decree) July 27, Aug. 18. 
Chékiang—F100ds .ic...ssccsesecsnsescoeseesesceeseeeaneeeeeesaeees Aug. 15, 19, Sept. 3, 8. 

Oct. 11, 12. 
Chihli—Earthquake.........cccccccsssusesceeeneeeesessenrersesesenes Dec. 29, 
Fukien—Violent thunderstorm........ ace secssecee July 11, 

Do. Relief granted ...........ccessssceeceseees Sept. 3. 

Do. Floods at Amoy and Changchou .......... Sept. 26, 
Formosa—Heavy rains and typhoon ..... Oct 14, 30. 
Pescadores—Distress i0 ........csssseeee sees a Jan. 23. 

Hupei—Floods, relief measures.........sscccecceseseseseesescevens Sept. 3, Oct. 3. 
Kiangsi—Disastrous floods..............ccccseeseessnesseseseecenens Aug. 6, 28, Sept. 3, 18. 
Kiangsu—Floods Sept. 3. 
Kureichou—Flo00ds o.....cccscesssceeceeessecnseseceteecceseeeseseones Nov. 17. 
Shantung—Fl00ds .......::scssssseseesseeseseceseneesscsennenesenees Sept.3, Oct.19, Nov.1, 24. 
Shansi—Floods v0 Sept. 3. 
Ssti-ch’uan—Floods aud fires.........ccccesssesceseseseseeseeeen es Aug. 19, Sept, 3, 10, 1, 

; Dec. 2, 
Vilunan—Fl00ds .......ccsceccsssscoseeessseceeseseteesceusesaneeeeees Oct. 8, 25. 

PRISON. 

Avuhwui—Escape of & prisoner ....cccccssesescceessessseeesseeeees Aug. 25. 
Chihli—Escape of a prisoner .............666 ay .. Aug. 30. 
Fukien—Cotton clothes for prisoners ..... eas «. dune, 14, 
Kiangsi—Escape of prisoner ..............s0000 .. dan, 26, 

Do. Escape of prisoners from gaol April 2, 

Shantung—Prisoner 79 years of age released to nurse his 
MOGHEL oo... sseeseesescecseeeesceeseeesseseeeeens Jan, 20. 
Do. Escape Of prisoner ......csscccssesscecssenesseeeceeees Oct. 19, 
Yiiunan—Reduction of punishment of prisoner on post- 
TOADS: -sscissvacaades seeders ra vos cisleonsees beaveebesveses July 3. 


Kirin—Escape of prisoner ......cccccecssssesecceeeseseseesenece eee 
Ninguta attempt to escape ............ cece ce cee treteeceeeee oe 


IV.—INSTRUCTION, 


EXAMINATIONS, 
Proposal to admit certain candidates hitherto disqualified 
Metropolitan Scrutiny—Pao-t’ing’s suggestions for con- 
CUCEOF | :c,.sesccvcsesas csletesssecegcduevessiddscsieveren 
Irregularities at Hsiao-lien competition 
Proposed test of examination of all ‘ expectants’............ 
Peking—Proposed rules for examination of extra mural 
bannermen............ sbaavsesvecvsdeseadec Gensco tees 





Manchu Translation Examination ....... 
Military graduates—Examination of 
Metropolitan examination 1883—-Candidates admitted ... 
Chihli—Deyrees granted to sub-prefectures of Dolonor, 
Kalgan and Tushih-k’ou..............cccceeeeeeeee 
Honan—Treatment to licentiates who have not attended 
ee 
Do. Assistant examiners at hsiang-shih 
Kwangtung—Doubt as to date of Viceroy’s arrival, pro- 
posed arrangements ...........sscsccce seeseseeeees 
Kwangsi—Octogenarian candidates at hstang-shih vesteeeee 
Kueichou—No Octogenarian candidates at hsiang-shih . 
Do. Extra degrees in consideration of debt waived 
Shantung—Governor unable to attend at military exami- 
NATIONS ........sceeceeecseeceeeesseeeeeseaseeseenecase 
Shansi—Treatment of candidates, prevented by the jatiine 
from attending the sui-shih ....ccccsccsseceeees 
Postponement of bestowal of degrees 
Do. Lists of deceased candidates made up 
Do. Office for supply of candidates at hsiang-shih...... 
Ssti-ch’uan—Disturbance at Asiang-shih ........cseceessseseneee 
Official repairs again to En-jung banquet 
INSTRUCTION. 








Do. 








Peking—College repaired and books supplied 
Do. Government school reconstituted............s6ccscee 
Do. Government school, Chinese teacher in ........... a 

Manchu Government schools, idleness at 
Do. Do. high officials to recast 

Manchu officials, causes of want of ability among 

Kansuh—College at Lan-chou Fu endowed 

Kiangsi—Classical college reformed............:::sessessenseeees 

Kiangsu—Head of Shanghai college, biography compiled of 

Shénsi—Proposed endowment of colleges in 

Moukden—Repairs to Yamén of Chancellor 

Do. Degrees of new ¢’'ing and districts 

Kalgan, Dolonor, Tushih-k’ou, educational measures 


Pearce reeerenes 


seater ececeeesneceeee 





see e cere eeeeeeces 
see teeeeeeeeccsees 
eee eeeeeneneces 


peeeee 
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Jan. 17, Nov. 19. 
July 7. 


WORSHIP AND USAGES. 


Feb. 15. 


Jan. 19. 
April 24, May 10, Oct. 12. 
July 7. 


Aug. 23, Sept. 14. 
Sept.17, 21, Oct.9, 25, 27. 
Oct. 25. 

Nov. 14, 23, Dec. 20. 
Nov. 3. 


Mar. 22, Oct. 19. 


April 23, May 25, July 5. 
Sept. 17. 


Sept. 14, Oct. 11. 
Dec. 31. 
Dec. 23. 
April 23, 


Dec. 7. 


Aug. 21, 
Aug. 21, 
Aug. 21. 
Aug. 30. 
Nov. 3, 18. 
Nov, 14, 


Aug. 13, 14, 

Sept. 6, 7. 

Oct. 28. 

May 11, June 26, 27, 
July 17, Aug. 1. 
July 16. 

Feb. 9. 

Nov. 26. 

Sept. 1. 

Aug. 21. 


XXV 


WorsHIP AND TEMPLES. 


Anhwui—Memorial temple completed ............ccceeeeee eee 
Chihli—Ch’ang-p’ing chou heroes of Ming dynasty admit- 





ted to temple oo... cee ceeeee ees 
Do. Ming tombs, illegal cultivation at ties eee 
Do. Temple burnt.........ccccceccce see eeeseesen eee eeeseneen ees 
Do. Tablet with inscription conferred on temple ...... 


Peking— Sacrifices to Physicians of Yore (Dec. 13)......... 

Do. Sacrifices to Heaven at winter solstice (Dec. 14) 
Honan—Temple to Grand Secretary Wo-jén 
Hupei—Tablets conferred 
Kansuh—Tablets conferred ............cescesccceeseeanesenseuees 
Kiangsu—Confucian temple partially burnt 





see ee terenstenees 


Do. Temple to Li Ho-chang ........cccseeeceeseseee see eee 
Do. Temple to Commissioner Lin ..................000008 
Do. Tablets conferred on River God's Temple ...... 

Kuangtung—Temples to distinguished officers ............... 

Shantung—Tablets conferred on temples .............. 

Shénsi—Tablet conferred on Tai-ho-shan temple 

Ssi-ch’uan—Tablet conferred on temple at salt-spring 

Yiinnan—Chang Jih-ch’ang admitted to bars sdencnuestts 

Kobdo—Table conferred on temple... weveee 

Urumts’i—Table conferred on temples: 








METEOROLOGY, 
Prayers for snow, Peking 
Fall of snow, Peking ........ccsscccssscccssscccsesceneeecusecesseees 
Thanks for snow, Peking 
Direction of wind on New Year’s Day 


HOO neem enna een eens eereenensesers seer eeses 





eure eee eee ESS TCereerr el erie rrerrerr ery 


Prayers for rain 
Thanks for rain 
Eclipse of the sun—diagram submitted 
Snow in Chekiang and Kiangsu 









SUPERSTITION, 


Slaying of the ‘‘ water dragon”’ as preventive of floods... 
Warning conveyed by Comet 


Sept. 28. 


Feb. 23. 
April 13, July 31. 
Aug. 10. 
Aug. 27, 
Nov. 28. 
Nov. 28. 
Sept. 7. 
Aug. 30, Sept. 24. 
April 20, May 28. 


Mar. 11, 21, April 9, 
July 21. 

Jan, 21. c 

July 17, 

Dee. 11. 


June 22, Sept. 19. 
Sept. 21, Oct. 18. 
Mar. 12, 

Jan. 5. 

Sept. 23. 

Aug. 9. 

June 24, 


Jan. 5, 15, 25, Feb. 4, 15. 

Jan. 31, Mar. 1, Dec. 11, 

Mar. 1. 

Feb. 18. 

April 21, May, 15, 26, 
‘June 3, July 10, 13, 

July 8. 

July 13. 

May 11. 

Mar. 20, 25. 


Aug. 10. 
Oct. 5. 


Virtuous AND DISTINGUISHED FEMALES. 


Honours bestowed on Tso Tsung-t’ang’s daughter-in-law. 
Do. Li Hung-chany’s mother............... 
Do. chaste and constant females ......... 
Do. lady over 100 ......ceeeeeceeeseee eee eee 
Do. young lady who made broth of her 
liver 
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Jan. 29. 

April 26. 

May 16, July 30, Sept. 
17, 30, Oct. 5. 

May 26, 


XXV1 


V.—EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 
ARSENAL AND STEAM VESSELS, 


Chinan Fu Arsenal—reduction of expenditure ........ seat April 22, 
Tronclads from England.......2 cccccccecceeseeseeceeseeeeeeee eases May 19. 
Foochow Arsenal—riot at .. ...ccceecceeeeeeeeeeee nee eeeeeeene Sept. 14. 
Do. Superintendent in bad health............ Oct. 22, Dec. 13. 
ForEIGN AFFAIRS, 
Tsung-li Yamén—Secretaries recommended ...............44 June 26. 
Do. Mathematical teacher promoted ......... June 27, 


Kiukiang—Sub-prefect’s excellent conduct of interna- 





tional business Aug. 28. 
Berlin—Death of attaché at Oct. 7 
Anamese Envoy—return journey .........ccccsceecee ee ceee ee oe April 3, May &, Aug. 8, 
Corea—Trowbles in oo... ccc cee sec cecsecceeseceeeeea see sensentensoneee Sept. 23, 27. 
Do. Shipwrecked Coreans relieved . Jan, 21. 






Loochoo—Shipwrecked Loochooaus relieved Aug. 12, 17. 


Nepaul—Death of Prince of ............cssceeseeseeeeees wee) Mar, 27. 
Do. Return of Envoy and suite June 23. 
Tibet—Title bestowed on ‘Saint? .......cceeece eee ceeseeeeeeee June 6. 


Do. Competitors to succeed Chang-chia Hut'ukt’'u..... Aug. 5. 
Do. Ruler of Lamaseries in Ulterior Tibet, character of Nov. 20. 





Do. New Assistant Resident leaves for (Oct. 6) Nov. 9. 
Do. Spring review of troops...........csssseseseeseeeers wae July 29, 
Do, Commandant of forces appointed ............ssssveee Dec. 12, 


VI.—MONGOLIA, MANCHURIA, AND PROVINCES. 


Monco.tia. 
Ch’aharh——Working of soda deposit at ..... saa benbauaveeseess July 24, 
Do. Delimitation of Imperial pasturages ........... July 27. 
Do. Comptrollers of Banners interchanged ......... Aug, 8 
Do. Tarchi’s excellent training of cavalry............ Sept. 21. 
Do. Commissioner at, assassinated ; trial of assassin Oct. 14. 
Do. Proposed prohibition of slaughter of oxen aud 
HOTSC8 isis cccsscccciectasecenatescesoevsadsereesssens Oct. 27. 
Do. Arms for the troops .......scsssseseeeseeseecersnnens Dec. 3. 
Hami—Death of Mahomedan Prince ...............00:0:00022 May 14. 
Do. Grand-mother of Mahomedan Prince to assist in 
BOVEPDMENE ....ceeceececsceeeeeee tens eeseeeeeeaenes 
Do. Tour of inspection ...........cccee cece eee eeeeeeneesaeees 
Jehole—Expenses of establishment ............ csecseecseeeeeeee 


Do. Imperial inspection defaced at 
Jli—Military scrutiny deferred till 1887 





Do. Comptroller neglects Oelits ......... 0. cceccceeeseecee eee 

Do Tribute from Mussulmen of K’anchiiti ............ 00... Dec. 4. 

Kobdo—Inspection of disused lead mives at ...........002.058 June 25. 
Do. No need of additional issue of seed-corn............ Sept. 12, 
Do. ‘Pilgrimage of lamas to Hsining........... cesses Nov, 29. 
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Kokonor—Sacrifices at, by Imperial Age:t. Assembly of 





PHINCOB  5cc1.5 5655c5- cna esestecogiessessbssgncesses Oct. 21. 
New Dominion—Proposed administrative changes in ...... Sept. 5 Oct, 1, 2. 
Do. Liu Hai-so’s protest against changes in, Oct. 11. 
Tarbagatai—Misconduct of Shénsi, officer iu collecting 
funds for ..... ceccseeecceeseee soeaee eeseeeee Oct. 22, 
Uliasut’ai—Births in camel breeding establishments in... Feb, 1. 
Do. Sick leave to officer of guards at Customs’ 
barrier ........ tesessseeeee Aurg. 14. 
Do. Retiremeut of Mo: gol titular duke sdanaevenaze Nov. 17. 
Do. Scarcity of hata fruit.  ...... cc eeceeeeeseesee ences Dec. 7. 
Do. Mongol Deputy Lieut.-Govervor goes on . 
VOAVO! vssicsssicediorsvec cecesdecsbondse soreieses Dec. 7. 
Urza—Carts for troops marching GOs “Socccs esate actessuvessaier April 6. 
Do. 200 horses subscribed by head herdsmen at April 6. 
Do. Fuel for troops en route to.. Pe sesessreseesseee, May 21, June 4, 
Do. Departure of troops for, from Kalean bsngiiceeteneciees July 6. 


Urumts’i—List of officers and men who fell iu rebellion. Aug. 27. 
Do. Governor’s son returns to Peking for Palace 
Examination ...........csccosseecsssceessscesseenee Sept, 30. 


MANCHURIA, 
Moukden—Ch’ung-ch’i and Pao-sén to receive govern- 
MONG, QIAN 56.5. ccesssecs sessoscssessecdeeressesdes . Aug. 3, Sept. 2. 
Do. Report on restoration of educational system... Nov. 10. 
Kiriu—Giuséng for Palace.............ccseccssceesseseees sesssveeee Feb, 1, June 7, Dec. 3. 


Do. Administrative changes in .......sscssenersereere ove Mar. 26, 29, May 22, 
July 5, 8, Oct. 29, 





Do. Grants of land to troops .......s8escesesssssseescesceeees Mar. 27. 
Do, Iuspection of giuséng- pasaueiag HIS a.eesssesesseee May 27. 
Do. Better protection of hunters and foresters ......... June ll. 
Do. Penalty for witholding pay .........cccssssssseserseesees Aug. 29. 
Do. Officials asked for, for new jurisdiction..... seve Oct. 29. 
Do, Suppression of mounted brigands .............. we Nov. 15, 
Do. Escape of important crimival, penalties for......... Nov. 19. 
Kiriu aud Tsitsihar—Customs stations on Sung-hua river 
Abolished ..........scssesseceesseseccesesscceeeeeesces Aug. 24. 
Tsitsihar—Authorisation of squatters to W. of Hulan 
CGY osigecsnedacecsss cies cceseadeiedscedsnasdasseocsad Aug. 23. 
Do. Rifles for field force in Hulan (ing Aug. 27. 





Do. Escape of convicts : misbehaviour of escort... Oct. 15. 
Do. Organization of herdsmen in banner ; new city Nov. 12. 





Do. Exercise of Hulan forces at Séléng6é Hill ...... Nov. 15. 
Do. Postponement of wiuter hunt ............. evacades Dec. 11. 
PROVINCES. 
Anhwui—Better administration of part of frontier ......... May 8, Sept. 19. 
Do. Explosion of military stores ............seeceseeeees Oct. 29, 
Chékiang—Brigandage, piracy, and distress iu vee dan, 13, 
Do, Population for 1881........0ss.ceseeeees abgideasaiaceys April 3. 
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Chihli—Rowdies in Peking 
Do. 


Capture of robbers ; gestry recommended 


Do. Place of detention for witnesses in Shun tien Fu 
Do, Exemplary filial piety 0.0.0.0... cece cceeee ee eeee eee 
Do. Offices for purchase of pri: ted paper, aid to ...... 


Fukien—Late Governor of Yiiunau has button restored... 
Do. Riot at Foochow Arsenal 
Do. = Scarcity of rice im wee. eee eeeeeeeeeeeee cee eee ees 

Formosa—Repair of City of North Prefecture 

Do. Pardon to native headman for good services ... 

Honan— Arrangements for better admivistratiou of fron- 

tier district .............ccessseesoneeesecsseseseeeene 

Hunan—S' ate of works connected with Tung-t’ing lake... 








Do. Charge of misrepresentation against T’u Tsung- 
YUU iid cevdedcesectcdeecetovcayia stones divesseneeateses 
Do. Charge of stirring up revolt of aborigines by 
EXCESSIVE FOTtUTE 0. oe. iceeeeeceeeeceeeeeeeeenes 
Hupei—Bamboo and timber surveyor appointed ............ 
Do. Serious disturbance in.......... asescassssnsnsees 
Do.  Lifeboats on Yangtse ... 
Kansuh—New sub-prefecture it .........cceceeseesee esses eneees 
Liang-kiang—Universal distress, proposals to alleviate ... 
Do. Re.ulation of pawnshops in............... santos 


Kiangsi—Cost of repairing dykes injured by floods in ... 
Kiangsu—Biography of prefect to be compiled 











Kueichou—Houours to centenarian.........cccceceseeeeeeeee ees 
Do. Military forces and colonies and education 
among Miaotzit............ dabscnseseceoeddeieacie ’ 
Shantung—Repair of roads ...... 
Do. Filial piety .......cccccssseeeceesene e ceeeeeeeceeneeees 
Shausi—Reforms iu administration of 
Do. Establishment of audit offfco......c.cccscseseeeseeees 
Do. Successful establishment of public granaries ...... 
Ssi-ch’uan—Evlargement of quota of chu-jén degrees...... 
Do. Forced contribution............ceeceecceseeeeeeeeees 
Do. Regulations for salt-trade compiled .......... - 
Do. Government conveyance of salt—recom- 
mendations ...... s.ccsesseseeees savideedves venes 
Do. Government conveyance of salt—capital for. 
Do. Life-boats on Yangtse, paucity of............66 
Yunnan—Arrangements for safe transit of copper to 
Peking .....ceseceseees eeesauees ed steweesebemaveess 
Do, Repayment of capital lent for salt-conveyance 
OLLICE cesseeccseacerenecee tes eeeesnedesesseasecenvens 
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t 2, 9. 

. 6. 

Sept. 9. 

Sept. 26. 

Nov. 25, Dec. 11. 
Aug. 8, 

Sept. 14. 

Mar. 25.. 

Sept. 4. 

Sept. 17. 


May 8, Sept. 19. 
Mar. 15. 


Nov. 30, Dec. 12. 


Nov. 30, Dec. 13. 
May 22, 

Aug. 4. 

Sept. 13, Oct. 9. 
June 4, 

July 4. 

Dec. 21, 

Dec. 18, 

Oct. 10. 

Oct. 4. 


Oct. 26. 

Nov. 8. 

Dec. 7. 

April 24, Aug. 2, 29, 30, 

Sept. 1, 2, 3. 

Sept. 19. 

Oct. 29, 

April 8, 

April 13. 

April 26. 


Aug. 14, 

Sept. 30, Nov. 12, 
Sept. 13, Oct. 9, 
July 26, 


Sept. 30. 
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ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 
| | 1882. 





January 1st and 2nd.—_{1) The whole of 
both these days’ Gazettes is occupied by a 
memorial from Wang K‘ai-yiin, a teacher in 
one of the Government Schools connected 
with the Mei Shan, on the subject of 
military reforms. As the writer has no 
official status his memorial is submitted 
to the Throne by the Court of Censors. 
Memorialist’s attention was first directed 
to the subject he has taken in hand by a 
decree which appeared in the Gazette of 
July the 11th, setting forth that the annual 
expenditure on military accounts was very 
large, and directing Commanders-in-chief 
and other high officers to exercise diligent 
supervision over their respective divisions, 
weeding out the weak and retaining the 
strong and active, and punishing with a 
heavy hand all who disregard rules and 
regulations with those who appropriate 
rations or pay or are guilty of other 
malpractices. The Decree went on to say 
that, in advancing the able and discard- 
ing the incompetent, the only test applied 
by the Government was the due fulfilment 
of duty; that errors were unavoidable 
here and there, but that those whose duty 
it was to speak should not fail to be out- 
spoken when such errors were observed by 
them, that they might promote the cause 
of that good Government it was His Ma- 
jesty’s earnest desire to maintain. On the 
subject of entrenchment Memorialist has 
four suggestions to make. He points 
out, first, that every military division has 
a number of non-fighting men attached to 
it who act as cooks and porters and perform 
other miscellaneous duties for the troops. 
A detachment of cavalry numbering perhaps 
some four or five hundred men has at 
present over a hundred such servants at its 
disposal: while an infantry division has 
double this number, all of whom draw 
mouthly pay at the rate of three taela and 
upwards. Memorialist submits that troops 
to be of any practical value on a campaign 
should be able to shift for themselves and 
dispense with the services of such retainers. 
He proposes, secondly, to make a consider- 
able reduction in the amouut of the incid- 
ental allowances drawn by the commanders 
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of the different divisions. He mentions as 
an instance that pay for the troops is 
drawn in taels of Treasury weight, and 
issued to them with a deduction of two 
fifths on each tael, this difference going to 
form a fund for general expenses. But 
there are besides several allowances re- 
gularly drawn on account of general ex- 
penses, and a considerable economy, can 
without doubt be effected under this head. 
Thirdly, money still continues to be drawn 
for tent matting for troops who have long 
had permanent barracks assigned them and 
who seldom, if ever, have occasion to camp 
out ; and fourthly, the irregular levies are 
much overpaid, or rather pay is drawn for 
them at too high a rate, for Memorialist 
does not imagine that their full stipend 
actually finds its way into the pockets of 
the troops. With reduction in the ex- 
penditure on the four above accounts he 
calculates that an annual saving will be 
effected of Tis. 9,000 in the case of a 
cavalry division, and over Tls. 16,000 in 
the case of an infantry division comprising 
five hundred men. He next proceeds to 
point out four abuses which need im- 
mediate rectification. The first is the 
systematic appropriation by the command- 
ing officers of a large portion of their men’s 
pay, for the purpose of buying rice and 
other necessaries for them. It is proposed 
that in future the officers be permitted to 
deduct only Tl. 0.9 monthly from the pay 
of each man for this purpose. The second 
is the practice of compelling the troops to 
buy their clothes, bedding, etc., at ruinous 
rates from their superior officers. The 
third is the system at present in force of 
requiring the defalcations or debts of-any 
one soldier to be made good by the com- 
pany ‘of which he is a member. Fourthly, 
the punishments to which the troops 
are subjected are far too severe. Wilful 
disobedience indeed demands a heavy 
punishment, but unintentional disregard 
of regulations could in many casea 
be condoned without prejudice to the dis- 
cipline of the army. But, apart from cases 
of this description, there are occasions 
when the exercise of the power to punish 





ere es Re Ba a 
is iniquitous and tyrannical. It happens 
sometimes that the men, in indignation at 
the systemtic embezzlement of their pay 
by their cia aber are betrayed into some 
act of insubordination, for which several 
hundreds of their number suffer the penalty 
of death. Memorialist then proceeds to 
offer four suggestions calculated to insure 
the greater efticiency of the standing army. 
It is well known, he observes, that from 
twenty per cent to sixty per cent of the 
men composing frontier garrisons for whom 
pay is regularly drawn, exist only on paper. 
It is suggested that in order to remedy this 
abuse the different garrisons be continually 
transferred from post to post, in which 
case there will be ample opportunity of 
observing their numbers when on the 
march. The next suggestion of the Me- 
morialist is made with the view of securing 
that the periodical reviews of the garrisons 
by Governors and Governors-General be 
really effective and not the empty formality 
they are at present. He therefore urges 
that these high officers be called upon to 
inspect the individual members of the gar- 
risons, if possible when on the march, and 
not to take for granted the statements as to 
their strength and efficiency sent in by the 
commanding officers. Memorialist directs 

.the Imperial attention, thirdly, to the 
enormous power lodged in the hands of 
the provincial military executive by the 
present system under which vast sums for 
pay of troops are sent direct to them from 
different parts of the Empire without any 
reference to the Board. He points out 
that the troops begin to look upon their 

_commanders as the only chiefs to whom 
they owe allegiance and have a tendency 
to lose sight of the fact that they are 
really engaged and paid by the Central 
Government. Such a system, too, cannot 
fail to produce a change in the attitude 
of the provincial governments and im- 
press them with an undesirable idea of 
their own importance; and in this con- 
nection memorialist ventures to observe 
that the lethargy lately displayed by some 
of the said governments in forwarding 
remittances for the obsequies of the late 
Empress was, in his opinion, highly signi- 
ficant. He fears indeed that, unless the 
authority of the central Government is 
more unmistakeably asserted, ‘the tail will 
attain proportions too unwieldy for the 
animal to manage.’ He proposes therefore 
to strengthen the hands of the Metropolitan 
Executive by making it a rule that, with a 
few unimportant exceptions which he speci- 
fies, remittances from the provinces for the 
pay of troops be sent direct to the Board and 
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be issued by them to the Commanders of the 
various garrisons. Lastly, Memorialist sub- 
mits that in former dynasties a small but 
eflicient military force was maintained whilst | 
in these latter days ‘numerous but useless’ 
are more appropriate terms to apply to 
the condition of thearmy. The regulation i 
strength of the whole of the Manchu and ' 
aud Chinese forces is fixed at some 600,000 : 
men, but for the last thirty yeara these | 
have been utterly unavailable for active | 
service and it has been found necessary { 
to supersede them by drilled bodies of 
irregulars, which latter organisation has 
now in its turn become effete and fit 
only to discharge the duties of sedentary 
garrisons. Both’ organisations however 
continue to draw Government pay and 
Memorialist now suggests that the two 
be incorporated, the old and useless inem- 
bers of the regular army being discharged 
and their place tilled by such of the regu- 
lars as are still young and competent. An 
experiment similar to this was some time 
since applied by Ts‘en Yii-ying to the 
forces in Kuei-chou and was attended with 
a fair amount of success, and it is now 
requested that it may be put into universal 
operation throughoutthe provinces. Should 
Memorialist’s scheme be given full effect 
to, he estimates that in five years more 
than Tls. 10,000,000, will be saved to the 
State, and it will be feasible to discontinue 
the levy of lekin from the people, and to 
augment the salaries of metropolitan officials 
and troops belonging to the Banner forces, 
He accordingly submits his proposals, 
with all due deference, for His Majesty's 
decision.— The Board have been earlier 
directed to report on the foregoing memo- 
rial. ; 
January 3rd.—(1-2) Li P‘ei-ching, Go- 
vernor of Kiangsu, is allowed to retire from 
office on the ground of ill-health, Wei 
Yung-kuang, Governor of Shansi, is trans- 
ferred in the same capacity to Kiangsu, to 
proceed direct to his new post. Chang 


Chih-tung (ite Zz. Ha) is appointed Gover- 
nor of Shansi. 

[Note.—Chang Chih-tung is a native of 
Nan-p‘i Hsien, Chihli. He graduated ag 
t‘an-hua (tertius) at the metropolitan com- 
petition of 1863, was appointed sub-reader 
of the Hanlin in June 1880 and Super- 
visor of Instruction in September of the 
same year, and is at present one of the 
Sub-Chancellors of the Grand Svoretariat 
with brevet rank as Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies.] 

January 4th.—(1) A Decree, directing 
Yii Lu, the Governor of Anhui, to execute 
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Li Shih-chung, a cashiered Commander-in- 
Chief of the Chinese army. It is observed 
that the officer in question long since 
deserved death on account of the trouble 
he created in the reign of Tung Chih, but 
by the Imperial kindness he was given 
another chance of atoning for past mis- 
Geeds. He has, however, not profited by 
the opportunity thus »fforded him, but has 
been guilty of falsely accusing and illegally 
ill-treating a Senior Licentiate named Wu 
T‘ing-chien. For the retribution which 
will now fall upon him he has no one to 
blame but himself. 

(2) Ting Pao-chen prays that no more 
“ expectants’ may be sent forward to him 
for two years. The number of appoint- 
ments in Szechuen, as compared with the 
number of candidates for them, stands as 
follows :— 

Vacancies. Expectants, 

Tatais.......ccccsccrsesesecee 6 21 

Prefects .........sssecseseeee 12 35 

Sub-prefects, asst. Sub- 

prefects, Independent 


department Maxistrates 24 220 
Department and District 
Magiagtrates............... 123 450 


—Referred by Rescript to the Board. 


January 5th.—(1) A Decree, expressing 
the Imperial anxiety at the prolonged ab- 
sence of snow, and directing a further 
series of prayers to be offered up at the 
various State temples on the 7th. 

(2) A Decree, reprimanding Yang Ch‘ang- 
chiin for careless recommendation of a 
Brigade-General, who died many years ago, 
for posthumous distinction. 

(3) Ting Pao-chén prays that His Majesty 
will be pleased to bestow an honorary title 
on two deified Szechuenese, whose temple 
at the ‘Natural Spring’ in the District of 
Fu-shun is now being restored at the ex- 
pense of the gentry and merchants of the 
neighbourhood. His Majesty is further 
petitioned to confer a tablet on the 
temple in question. The‘country in which 
the temple is situate abounds in salt 
springs, which produce both fire and 


water GK KAGE): the former element 


being thus continually available for use in 
the preparation of the salt. The cognomen 
of Wang, one of the two deities worship- 
ped on the sput, has been forgotten; the 
other was named Mei Tsé. Both lived in 
the reign of T‘ai Ho (A.D. 366-371) of the 
Eastern Tsin Dynasty, and the story goes 
that they were the first Chinese who ob- 
served water trickling from a crack ina 
atone near the ‘ Upper Bridge,’ and, tast- 
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ing it, discovered that it was salt. They 
took some home with them in a bamboo 
bucket, and extracted the salt by boillng 
it; after which they split the stone, 
causing the waters to flow forth and form 
a large spring, which has ever since retained 
the name of the ‘natural spring.” The 
villagers who profited by their discovery 
set up imayes in their honour, which were 
duly worshipped and for a long time re- 
warded their votaries with signs of mira- 
culous interposition. Honorary titles were 
bestowed upon them by the Emperor Hsien 
Feng in 1858, but their temple was subse- 
quently demolished by the rebels, and has 
long been a heap of ruins. It is now, 
however, in process of restoration, as re- 
ported above.—Memorialist’s request has 
been sanctioned by Decree earlier issue. 

January 6th._—A Decree, expressing the 
Imperial regret at hearing of the death of 
Huang Yii, sometime Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishments. He is to receive 
the posthumous honours appropriate to his 
rank, and all penalties recorded against his 
name are to becancelled. _ 

(2) The Prince of Ch‘un reports that he 
lately visited the scene of the operations set 
on foot by the Grand Secretary Tso on the 
upper course of the Yung-ting River, and 
found that the report submitted by that 
high officer tallied in every respect with 
what he himself witnessed on the spot. 
The inhabitants of the places visited by 
the Prince were all agreed’ as to the 
admirable discipline which Wang Té-pang 
maintained among the troops engaged 
in the work, and bore testimony to the 
consideration shewn by him in selecting 
remote spots, far from graves or houses 
for the necessal blasting operations. 
Memorialist himself witnessed these opera- 
tions, and was surprised at the amount of 
labour saved by so simple a process; one 
explosion, he found, dislodged more stones 
than could conveniently be carried away in 
several days. The large stones were used 
for repairing the river banks and from 
the smaller ones lime was manufactured. 
Memorialist directed Tls. 1,000 to be dis- 
tributed as a gratuity to the soldiers and 
workmenemployed. He observes, in con- 
clusion, that although the public funds do 
not admit of the organisation of river works 
on a very large scale, such funds as are 
forthcoming are honestly expended on 
minor alterations and repairs of great 
utility. He prays His Majesty to direct Li 
Hung-chang to examine from time to time 
into the state of the repairs, and to take 
steps to insure the cultivation of the re- 
claimed lands. 7 
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(3) Postscript Memorial from Ch‘en Pao- 
shen, praying His Majesty to withdraw his 
sanction to the erection of a temple in 
memory of Ch'i Shan, sometime Governor- 
General of Shankan. Memorialist attri- 
butes this recent ill-advised recommenda- 
tion of Yang Ch‘ang-chiin to the influence 
of Kung T‘ang, son of the Governor-Gen- 
eral in question and at present Military 
Lieutenant, Governor of Urumtsi ; and he 
observes that, were it to be allowed, not 
only would the feelings of the Chinese be 
outraged, but occasion would be given 
for severe comments on the part of outside 
nations. The sense of the rest of the 
Memorial is embodied in the answering 
Decree which was published in the Guzette 
of December 24th. 


January 7th.—(1) Memorial from the | 


Censors in charge of the central division of 
the Chinese city, applying for rewards to be 
bestowed upon two members of one of the 
metropolitan fire brigades, who were lately 
instrumental in effecting the capture of 
nine important criminals. —Sanctioned by 
Decree earlier issued. 

(2) The same ofticers, in accordance with 
regulations dating from 1871, beg that 
marks of approbation may be bestowed 
upon a number of officers, in consideration 
of services rendered by them as members 
of the fire brigade force. This force, which 
is divided into fourteen companies, is 
entrusted with the duty of putting out 
fires and lending assistance in the capture 
of thieves and others in the Chinese quarter 
of Peking. Once in three years the names 
of ten members from each company are 
submitted to the Throne for the bestowal 
of Imperial rewards. Memorialists now 
submit the list for the three years ended 
October 1880. 

(3) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, giv- 
ing it as his opinion that it would be 
highly inadvisable at present to modify the 
law which allows prisoners guilty of rob- 
bery with violence and other grave offences 
to be summarily executed at the scenes of 
their crimes. The memorial corresponds 
in its general sense, and indeed in a great 
many of its expressions with the memorials 
recently submitted on the same subject by 
the Military Governors of Kirin aud Jehole. 
—See Gazettes of 19th November and 3rd 
and 11th December. 

January 8th.—(1) Liu K‘un-yi memo- 
rializes, requesting permission to apply 
torture to an ex-official, now on his trial 
on a charge of extorting a confession 
of murder from innocent persons. The 
particulars of the case are as follows: 
In January, 1878 the dead body of some 
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person unknown was found near the San 
P‘ai-louin Nanking. The body was that 
of a man, and bore the marks of wounds. 
The circumstance being reported to the 
district mayistrate of Shung Yuan, he 
made a careful examination of the corpse, 
and discovered that besides having been 
wounded in several places, the man’s queue 
had been cut off and was not to be found, 
while by his side lay a sheet of brown 
paper, a parcel containing lime, a small 
hachet and a pair of grass shoes. There 
was no blood on the ground nor were there 
any sizus of a struzgle. The affair being 
reported to the late Governor-General, 
Shén Pao-chen, he ordered the then In- 
spector of the furees and present Salt Com- 
missioner of the Liang Huai area, Hung 
Ju-ku‘ei, to secure the perpetrators of the 
crime. He in his turn deputed the expect- 
ant colonel Hu “Chin-ch‘iian (the defend- 
ant in the present case), who produced an 
informer, one Tang Hsiao-kéng. This man’s 
evidence was to the following effect. On 
the night in question, he was passing by the 
Pai-lou when he saw a dead body lying on 
the ground. It was a moonlight night and 
the snow on the ground made everything 
clear. By the side of the corpse three 
men were standiny, one tall and one short ; 
the third looked like a priest. Witness 
was in a state of alarm and indecision, when 
one of the three told him harshly to mind 
his own business, upon which he hastily 
withdrew. Owing to the above statement, 
arrests were subsequently made at different 
times of three individuals, Chang K‘o-yin, 
Ch‘ti Hsiio-ju, and a priest Shao Tsung. 
In the possession of the man Ch‘ii was 
found a copper coin rubbed down to the 
shape of apentagon. Huny Ju-k‘uei there- 
upon subjected the accused to a searching 
enquiry, examining each prisoner separate- 
ly. The evidence of the man Chang was 
firat given. He confessed that he had 
committed murder for the sake of gain, and 
in this he was borne out by Ch‘ii, who 
stated that he had been impelled by poverty 
to enter into a conspiracy with the other 
two to assassinate Hsiieh Fang-té, a drover 
from another part of the country, and to 
share the plunder with them. The murder 
done, they removed the corpse to a little 
distance, and then stripped off his blood- 
stained outer garments, which they took 
back with them to the hills and there burnt. 
The brown paper left on the ground was 
some that Ch‘iit had brought with him to 
wipe the blood off his hands; the lime was 
employed by the priest, Shao Taung, to 
stop up the mouth of their victim, and the 
hatchet was the instrument with which 
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Chang effected the murder. 


The grass 
shoes belonged to the deceased. The 
statement of Fang Hasiao-k‘éng, that he 
had come suddenly upon them and had 
been harshly told to be gone, was true in 
every particular. Subsequently a cleaver 
and a bill-hook were produced, which Ch ‘it 
and the priest admitted without reservation 
to be the weapons they had used in com- 
mitting the murder. The charred frag- 
ments of .the victim’s clothes were also 
secured. When asked about the anteced- 
ents of the murdered man, Chang and the 
priest stated that they saw him for the first 
time on the night of the murder, while 
Ch‘ii declared that he had heard him say 
that he came from Ho Chou. The charge 
against the accused being thus grave, Huny 
Ju-k‘uei referred it to the then Governor- 
General. His Excelleucy, in view of the fact 
that the priest Shao Tsung and the prisoner 
Ch‘i had confessed their guilt, and yet 


refused, though repeatedly examined, to . 


reveal the truth as to the antecedents of 
the deceased, considered that this was 
doubtless a casd of the murder of one of 
their number by a band of robbers, and 
and accordingly gave orders for the imme- 
diate execution of these two, and the 
exposure of their heads. The other pri- 
soner, Chang, having given evidence for 
the prosecution, did not suffer the extreme 
penalty, but had his right ear cut off and 
his cheek branded and was sent back to his 
native place. The above is a general out- 
line of the San P‘ai-lou murder case of 
some years back. However, a short time 
since, one Li Ta-féng, arrested on a charge 
of thieving, accused Shén Pao-hung and 
Chou Wu of having some years ago in 
Nanking murdered his consin Chu Piao. 
The Provincial Treasurer was instructed to 
try the case, and the evidence given was as 
follows. During the month of November 
1877, Chou Wu having, in the neighbour- 
hood of Fu-ning, abducted two married 
women, Liu Wang shih, and Liu Kao shih, 
hired a boat to take them south. On the 
journey he met with an old acqnaintance 
named Chu Piao who was towing along a 
boat in company with one Shén Pao-hung. 
Chu Piao seeing a young woman in Chou 
Wu’s boat, asked him where he was living 
now? Chou replied that he wanted to get 
to Nanking, but was short of funds. There- 
upon Chu offered to give him his boat-fare, 
and persuaded him to come over into his 
boat. In this was a woman, Chao Kao shih 
otherwise known as Shén Kao shih, with 
whom he cohabited, and a man named Hsii 
Chia-fu. When the party arrived at Liu 
Ho, they put up at an inn, and while there 
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Chu Piao induced Liu Wang shih to spend 


the night with him, and the pair afterwards 
eloped. Chou Wu, enraged at this, but 
fearing Chu Piao’s skill with his fists, beg- 
ged Shén Pao-hung to go with him in 
pursuit of the fugitives. Shén, who had 
himself had an affair with the woman 
Chao Kao shih, and who feared that if Chu - 
Piao came to know of it he would do him 
a mischief, consented, and the two having 
secretly possessed themselves of a small 
hatchet belonging to Hsti Chia-fu, pro- 
ceeded to Nanking. Shén told his accom- 
plice to provide himself with some lime 
with which to blind the eyes of their 
victim while they attacked him. Before 
long they discovered the whereabouts of 
Chu Piao, who told them that the woman 
Liu wags in concealment at the house of 
Miao Ch‘iieh-tzi, and that he having come 
to the end of his money, intended to rob 
an incense-shop near the San P‘ai-lou. 
He asked them, and they agreed, to assist 
him; and having purchased some grass 
shoes, an earthern chafing dish and some 
brown paper, they went that same night 
to the San P‘ai-lou near the Bamboo 
Garden. It was midnight, and the snow 
lay thick on the ground. Chu Piao having 
lett them for a few minutes, Chou Wu and 
his accomplice agreed to seize the opport- 


‘unity to commit the murder they had - 


planned. Shén P‘ao-hung stealthily knitt- 
ed his hand in the victim’s queue, and as 
Chu Piao, startled, stumbled and fell, 
Chou Wu seized the hatchet and struck 
him some blows at randam, cutting off the 
queue. Thereupon Shén snatched a knife 
from the victim’s girdle and hacked 
at him until he was dead. They left 
the corpse where it lay, and made off, 
leaving behind them the hatchet, the par- 
cel of lime, the paper, and the grass shoes, 
The next day, they found the woman Liu 
Wang shih whom they sold, dividing the 
proceeds, This was confirmed by the 
evidence of the women Chao Kao shih and 
Liu Kao shih, who stated that after thecrime 
the two accused had confessed to them what 
they had done. In the evidence of the 
prisoners, mention was made of a gold 
ring lent them by Miao Ch‘iieh-tzi, which 
they had pawned on that day. The pawn- 
broker’s books established the fact that 
it was pawned on the 12th, which did 
not tally with the prisoners’ previous 
statement (that the murder was committed 
on the 9th). However, this one remaining 
discrepancy was cleared up by the prisoners 
themselves, who said that they had forgot- 
ten the date owing to the length of time 
that had elapsed, but now recollected that 
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it was the 12th [and not on the day of the 
murder]. The younger brother of Oh‘ti 
Msiio-ju [who was executed for his supposed 
share in this mel stated that he had 
sent his nephew to Ho Chou, and found 
that there had been no such person there 
as Hetieh Ch‘un-fang [the supposed victim]. 
Such is a summary of the second trial of 
the San P‘ai-lou case. The Memorialist, 
on a review of the whole affair, was 
forced to believe that in so well-known 
a thoroughfare as the San P‘ai-lou, no 
murder could have been committed with- 
out the fact being generally known -and 
duly reported to the authorities. In 
this present case the graphic evidence of 
the prisoners, in respect of the time, place, 
weapons and nature of the wounds, tallies 
in every particular [with the circumstances 
wnder which the body was found]. Hence 
there could be no doubt that Chou Wu 
and Shén Lao-hung were the real perpe- 
trators of the crime, and the question then 
remained what could have induced the 
men tried by Hung Fu-k‘uei and sentenced 
to summary execution, the priest Shao 
Tsung and Ch‘ii Heiio-ju, as well as Chang 
K‘o-yin, who was branded and depowed 
of one ear, to confess themselves guilty ? 
- Moreover, why did Fang Hsiao-k‘éng tell 
such a circumstantial falsehood? Accord- 
ing, Memorialist sent for these men, and 
subjected them to a searching enquiry. 
On this occasion Fang Hasiao-k‘éng firmly 
stated that on the day in question 
he had not only not seen the corpse, 
but had. never been near the San P‘ai- 
Jou at all; he had heard people talking 
about a murder somewhere or other, and 
on returning home began to tell his mother 
about it at the door. She was deaf and 
stupid and told him not to talk non- 
sense but come in. Soon afterwards he 
went out to sell some sunflower seeds, 
and on the road met a militiaman who, 
under the pretence of wanting to buy some 
food, took him to the Kuan-yin Nunnery, 
and locked him up in a room there. Later 
on, Hu Chin-ch‘iian came in, and asked 
him about the San P‘ai-lou murder. He 
replied he knew nothing about it. Hu 
Chin-ch‘iian then said that a beggar had 
told him that witness knew the facts of 
the case, and with that he took him to 
the Miao-érh Shan Nunnery, where he 
contrived that he should meet a priest, 
Shao Tsung. Hu Chin-ch‘iian told him 
that he was to tell the Magistrate that 
on the night in question he had seen 
the dead body, and standing near it three 
men, one of whom was this priest: the 
other two would be subsequently captured, 
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and he was then to identify them. At first 
he refused, but after Hu Chin-ch‘itian had 
several times threatened him and promised 
him money, he consented, and gave evid- 
ence accordingly —his story being suggested 
by Hu. Subsequently Ch‘t Hatio-ju was 
arrested, and one of Hu’s militiamen 
ordered him to look at him through a chink 
in the window so as to be able to recognise 
him again. -When ordered by Hung Ju- 
k’uei to identify the prisoners, he pointed 
out an old acquaintance of his, Chang K ‘o- 
yin, fearing lest Hu Chin-ch‘iian should in- 
volve him in thecharge. The caseconcluded, 
he was at last set free. Chang K‘o-yin de- 
clared that on the night of the murder, he 
was staying at the house of Ch‘én Yung-ché, 
and that when accused by Fang, he was 
threatened with torture by Hu Chin-ch‘itan, 
who tuld him besides that the priest Shao 
Tsung had already confessed. And so he 
was afraid to disobey, and falsely admitted 
his guilt. His evidence was borne out by 
the man Ch‘én, at whose house he had 
spent the night. Memorialist. again and 
again examined the witnesses, together 
with the accused Chou Wu and Shén Pao- 
hung, but elicited nothing different. Fur- 
thermore he ascertained from a sergeant 
present at the time that Hu Chin-ch‘iian 
had examined Ch‘i Haiio-ju under torture 
to make him say what he had seen. The 
enly deduction from all this was that the 
priest Shao Tsung and Ch‘ii Hsiio-ju were 
wrongfully put to death, and that Hu Ohin- 
ch‘iian was a thoroughly bad and unprin- 
cipled man. Memorialist has already 
obtained His Majesty’s consent to de-- 
prive him of his rank, and has now 
put him on his trial. But Hu Chin- 
ch‘iian obstinately refuses to confess his 
guilt; and insolently adds that what 


‘happened was no concern of his, but that 


of the officials (Hung Ju-k‘uei and others) 
who tried the case. Under these circum- 
stances Memorialist begs for permission to 
examine him by torture, and at the same 
time to hold a trial of the officials Hung 
Ju-k‘uei and the rest who conducted the 
original case.—For Rescript, see Gazette 
of December 30th. . 

January 9th.—(1) The Brigadier-Generals, 
Hsii Tao-k‘uei and Ts‘ui T‘ing-kuei, report 
the conclusion of the annual joint inspection 
of the Chihli, Honan, and Shantung troops 
at K‘ai Chou. The review passed off satis- 
factorily, and Memorialists take occasion 
to remark that the harvest in the districts 
visited by them had been abundant, and 
the young spring wheat looked well. 

(2) Li Ho-nien reports that he handed 
over the seals of office to the new Director- 
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General of the Yellow River, Mei Ch‘i-chao, 
on December 16th. 
- (8) Ting Pao-chén reports the suicide 
of a District Police Magistrate named 
Ch‘en Shu-lieh. The officer in question 
had overstayed his leave of absence, 
and the District Magistrate proceeded 
in person to his house to ascertain 
the reason of such irregularity. Ch‘en 
Shu-lieh came out to meet him clad ina 
short vest and carrying a small knife. He 
had a strange look on his face, and the 
Magistrate told him to drop the knife and, 
as he did not seem to hear what was said, 
closed with him and attempted to wrest it 
from him. During the struggle he received 
a wound on the left cheek. The mother of 
the Police Magistrate subsequently came to 
the Yamén with a present, and explained 
that her son had been very strange and 
absent of late, and under ordinary circum- 
stances would never have thought of wel- 
coming a superior, at whose hands he had 


experienced many kindnesses, so roughly. - 


While the enquiry into the matter was 
proceeding, Ch‘en Shu-lieh poisoned him- 
self with a dose of opium. Memorialist, 
however, has given orders to have the 
affair thoroughly sifted before his burial, 
as it is just possible that the man was not 
mad but really intended to wound the 
District Magistrate, and then, realising the 
consequences of his act, made away with 
himself through fear of punishment. 

January 10th.—_({1) A Decree in answer 
to a memorial from the Censor Li Yii-hua, 
with reference to the San P‘ai-lou murder 
case at Nanking. (See Gazette of 8th Jan.) 
Liu K‘un-yi is directed to hold the strictest 
enquiry into the particulars of the first 
trial (which resulted in the execution of 
two innocent persons), with the view of 
determining the nature of the understand- 
ing subsisting between the judges and Hu 
Chin-ch‘uan, and ascertaining whether 
these were in any way screened by 
the late Governor-General, Shen Pao- 
chen. The application of Huny Ju-k‘uei, 
the officer originally responsible for the 
capture of the murderers, for the appoint- 
ment of a high officer to assist in the forth- 

. Coming trial, will be considered and, if in 
accordance with precedent, allowed. 

(2) Liu Yi-ch‘eng, Brigade General of 
K‘ai-hua Chen in Yiinnan, is allowed 
resign on account of ill-health! .  , 

(3) The Governor-General of Chihli re- 
aie that, in obedience to Imperial Edict, 

e has succeeded in capturing certain 
members of a heterodox sect called the 


Hung Yang Chiao KL BD. who have 
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been in the habit of worshipping an ima- 
ginary being called Piao Kao Lao Tsu Ga 


Py Allies and unsettling the public 


mind by other superstitious observances. 
The ringleaders of the sect, Hsing Lé-chi 
and Hsing Lé-wei, when examined, atated 
that their society was divided into four 
branches, named after the four cardinal 
points, and met together four times a year 
for purposes of worship. Nothing beyond 
this could be established against the sect, 
which apparently had hut few followers in 
Chihli, and had not been the cause, as yet, 
of any publio disturbance. The two ring- 
leaders have been dealt with according to 
the law on the subject, that is, sent to 
Urumts‘i as slaves for the soldiery ; and 
the remaining members of the association 
in custody have been sentenced to penal- 
ties less severe. 


January 11th.—(1) Feng Yii-chi, Gover- 
nor of Shensi, prays that his provincials 
may be excused, for a time, from the neces- 
sity of sending the usual present of local pro- 
ducts to His Majesty. The presents usually 
consist of tea, dried-fruit cakes, skins, 
confectionery and the like. Memorialist 
observes that Shensi suffered severely 
during the disturbances in the North-west 
and, at a later period, from famine. Most 
of the fruit trees were then cut down, and 
so it has been found impossible to collect 
the different fruits and other articles 
destined for the Imperial use. As soon as 
ever the country has recovered from its 
exhaustion, Memorialist will cause the pre- 
sents to be once more regularly despatched 
to Peking.—Granted by Rescript. 


January 12th.—({1) Li Han-chang reports 
the capture and execution of the ringleader 
of a band of marauders, named Yang Teng- 
chiin, who had long established himself in 
the difficult country forming the boundary 
of Hupei and Szechuen, and had been guilty 
of oppressive acts towards the inhabitants. 
His latest act of lawlessness had been to 
establish a private mint and issue a copper 
coinage. He also had a perfect under- 
standing with other rebel chiefs in the 
vicinity, and was only awaiting a favour- 
able opportunity to join them in creating 
disturbance on a large scale. Memorialist, 
foreseeing trouble on this account, issued 
stringent orders for his capture, and he was 
finally induced by plausible representations 
to come to the District town of Hsien-feng 
accompanied only by a few followers. An 
ambush had previously been prepared for 
him, and he was captured after a desperate 
resistance, and executed on the spot. 
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(2) The same officer requests that, as far 
as the Liang Hu Provinces are concerned, 
the law by which offenders of a certain 
class are at present executed at the scene 
of their crime may be continued in force. 

(3) A report from Wei Jung-kuang on 
the same subject, demonstrating in set 
phrases the inadvisability of a recurrence 
to the old law regarding the execution of 
notorious brigands and other offenders. He 
represents that the pacification of the North- 
west is not yet complete, and Shansi, 
consequently, is still in an unsettled state. 
It is highly desirable that crimes of 
violence should be visited with instant 
retribution ; were it to be decreed that the 
perpetrators should in every case be sent 
forward to the provincial capital for 
punishment, the jnhabitants, who wit- 
nessed, the crime but were not assured of 
its punishment, would he more easily se- 
duced into lawless courses themselves. In 
a word, Memorialist feels sure that the 
present is a most inopportune time for the 
introduction of the proposed modification 
of the law. 

January 13th.—(1) Memorial from Té 
Hsing, Treasurer and Acting-Governor of 
Chékiang. He reports that crimes of 
brigandage and piracy are becoming daily 
rarer owing to the enervy displayed by the 
Imperial troops in the pursuit of outlaws, 
Recently, more than one hundred criminals 
of this class have been captured and sum- 
marily executed, including four important 
officers serving under Chin Man _ the 
pirate chief, who, Memorialist regrets to 
state, is at large, though every effort is 
being made to secure him. Memorialist 
then proceeds to state that there is a 
great deal of distress prevailing along 
the coast of Chekiang owing to inunda- 
tions, failure of the autumn crops, and 
locusts. Two thousand dollars for distri- 
bution among the sufferers have been 
borrowed from the funds at the disposal of 
the Government on account of lekin, the 
repayment of which it is prayed that His 
Majesty will be yraciously pleased to waive. 
The Tai Shu district has suffered most 
severely, for, the svil being saturated with 
the salt water, it is found impossible to 
sow anything. It isnow proposed to depute 
officials to visit the parts in question, and 
open establishments for the gratuitous 
issue of congee twice a day up to the end 
of the first month of the new year. The 
expenses will, it is hoped, be defrayed by 
voluntary contributions. Orders will also 
be issued for the abolition of ten more 
lekin collectorates in the jurisdiction of 
T‘ai Chou.—The Rescript directs the 
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Acting Governor to arrest Chin Man with- 
out fail, and approves of the action of 
the Provincial Governmeut in the distressed 
districts on the seaboard. 


January 14th.—(1) Hu I-chih 7 By 
FD) is appointed Vice-Governor of Shun- 
tien. 

(2) A Decree with reference to the case 
of Hu T‘i-an, a criminal under sentence of 
decapitation who recently complained of 
the injustice of his sentence. No further 
report has been received from the Hunan 
authorities on the subject, and the Censor 
Ch‘en Ch‘i-t‘ai has now memorialised the 
Throne representing that he has heard that 
every effort is being made to hush up 
the case, and that the Governor is de- 
termined to make it out to be very much 
less important than it really is. Pressure 
is being brought to bear on the prisoner 
to force him to confess to being an acces- 
sory in thle crime, and if such confession 
cannot be wrung from him, he will be 
allowed to die in prison, and his professions 
of innocence will thus be of no avail. Li 
Ho-nien, the new Governor, is directed to 
hear the case without delay and report his 
decision at Peking. 

(3) The Governor of Shénsi represents 
that, in view of the many cases of brigand- 
aye that are constantly occurring in pro- 
vince, it would be unwise to modify the 
law which gives authority: to summarily 
execute criminals of a certain class at the 
scene of their offences. 

(4) Ch‘ing Yu, Governor of Kuanysi, 
requests permision tu vacate his post. He 
represents that his constitution has been 
impaired by lony residence in the South 
as Treasurer of Fukien and Governor of 
Kuangsi. Ue suffers from dysentery aud 
consequeut weakness and his ailments 
were much agsravated by the hardships 
consequent on a recent tour of military 
inspection made by him. Although the 
rebel chief on the Hunan frontier, Ma 
Ching-ts‘ui, has been taken, another noto- 
rious desperado on the frontier of Aunam, 
named Li Ya-shen, still remains at large, 
and enervetic measures are needed to etfect 
his capture. Memorialist in his present 
state of health does not feel equal to the 
discharge of the many duties which devolve 
upon him, and prays that his application 
to retire may be allowed.—Ch‘ing-yii, by 
Rescript, is granted one month’s leave. 

January 1d5th.—(1) A further series of 
prayers for suow is ordered to take place 
on the 18th. 

-(2) The Governor of Hupei reports the 
remittance to Peking of ‘ls, 20,000, on 
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account of lekin on salt, together with 
Tis. 660 as scale and porterage allowance. 

(3) The Military Lieutenant-Governor 
of Ch‘aha‘rh begs for permission to draw a 
sum of Tis. 1,500 from lekin dues levied on 
tea and ponies, and expend the same in the 
purchase of 750 skin-coats for the soldiers 
belonging to the Ching Jui battalion 
atationed at Kalgan.—Granted by Rescript. 

January 16th.—(1) The Governor of 
Hupei submits his report on the proposed 
modification of the law regarding the sum- 
mary execution of prisoners guilty of rob- 
bery with violence and other similar 
offences. He urges precisely the same 
arguments.as have been brought forward 
by other Governors on the subject, and 
concludes by strongly disapproving, as 
every other Governor has as yet done, of 
ie contemplated alteration of the existing 
aw. 

January 17th.—(1) Postcript Memorial 
from Ming An, reporting the escape of two 
prisoners from the gaol at San-hsing, and 
their subsequent recapture, trial and pun- 
ishment. The two men were both under 
sentence of death, one for highway-rob- 
bery, and one Li Yung-shéng, for the mur- 
der of a suspected paramour of his wife. 
They were confined together in the same 
cell in the east°ward of the gaol, and on 
the night on which their escape was effected, 
the lieutenant in charge, Yung Chéng, went 
the rounds, and carefully locked and 
twisted the prisoners’ fetters, which did not 
appear to him to be at all loose. He then 
fastened the doors securely and retired to 
rest. He was aroused in the middle of the 
night by the sound of the slamming of a 
door, and, after getting a light, went to the 
eastward, where he discovered the body of 
the corporal T‘ai Chéng, with a rope round 
his neck. Life was already extinct. Near 
him he found the warder Mi Yung-fa, lying 
with his arms pinioned and his mouth 
gagged with cotton. He released him, and 
the warder then stated that he did not 
know how the prisoners had managed to 
get out of their fetters and to open the 
door of their cell and strangle the corporal. 
He himself was roused by the noise and 
ran forward to secure them, when they 
seized and gagged and bound him, threaten- 
ing- him with the corporal’s fate if he 
resisted. The convicts then tore down 
some of the planking of the wall and 
by means of it mounted on to the top 
of the outer wall, and so escaped. Yung 
Chéng and his men attempted ’a pur- 
suit, but some days elapsed before they 
were recaptured. The confession of the 
prisoners established the fact that there 
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had been no connivance on the part of the 
gaolers or bribing on that of the convicts. 
In accordance with the law, the oflicers in 
charge of the gaol, Yung Chéng, is stripped 
of his rank, but as the convicts were re- 
captured within the term of four months, 
he will not be put on his trial. The 
warder, Mi Yung-fa, will receive a punish- 
ment four degrees less than that to be 
endured by the prisoners ; (a mitigation of 
two degrees being allowed in cases wherethe 
prisonersmake their escape unperceived, and 
of anadditional two degrees where they effect 
it by violence.) Mi Yung-fa will, therefore, 
receive eighty blows with the heavy bamboo, 
and be banished for two years to’ such place 
as the (Governor’s) Yamén at Féng-tien Fu 
shall decide. The two re-capture prisoners 
have been summarily executed. 

(2) Memorial from the same officer, re- 
porting the escape of five prisoners from the 
gaol at Altch‘ukha. ‘The ringleader was a 
Mongol, Po-yin-nu-ssi, condemned to death 
by strangulation for horse-stealing (accord- 
ing to the law affecting Mongols.) The rest 
of the prisoners had been convicted, but not 
yetsentenced. The convicts took advantage 
of the soldiers on guard being sound asleep, 
to wrench off their fetters. Inserting wooden 
pegs into the crevices of the brick-work, 
they mounted to the top of the wall, where 
they removed the spikes and so, one after 
the other, made good their escape. They 
have not yet been recaptured, and Memo- 
rialist begs that the ofticer responsible for 
them may be stripped of his rank, and the 
usual term of four months given him in 
which to secure the fugitives. The soldiers 
on guard will be sent, pending the recapture, 
to the provincial capital, and notice of the 
escape of the prisoners will be given to the 
authorities of the neighbouring provinces. 

(3) Yu Lu, Governor of Anhui, reports 
the murder of a wife and her paramour by 
the husband. The husband, Kung Ching- 
t‘ang, is a colonel in the Chinese army. 
During his absence from home on duty, 
his wife had formed an illicit connection 
with a labourer on his estate, Ch’én Wei- 
san. Returning home on leave he sur- 
prised them together, and in the heat of 
the moment, seized a knife that lay at 
his hand, and stabbed them both mortally. 
Then, fearing the ridicule of his neighbours, 
instead of reporting what he had done to 
the district authorities, he ordered two of 
his domestics to privately bury the bodies. 
The whole case was perfectly clear, aud as 
by law the murder of a wife and her 
paramour in flagrante delicto by the hus- 
band is not punishable, the officer in ques- 
tion is only liable to punishment uuder 
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the statute forbidding surreptitious inter- 
ment. By this he should receive 80 blows 
of the heavier bamboo, which, as the 
offence was committed prior to tne Act 
of Grace of 1881, would in ordinary cir- 
cumstances be remitted. However the 
accused is a military officer of the third 
grade, and the fact that he was unable 
to keep order in his house, and control 
his womenkind, brings discredit on the 
service, and the secret burial of the bodies 
and neglect to inform the authorities by a 
man of his station cannot be treated with 
the leniency due to more ordinary offenders. 
He will therefore be deprived of his rank. 
In the case of his servants, guilty as acces- 
sories, the Act of Grace will still hold. 
January 18th.—(1-3) Decrees, directing 
different Imperial Dukes to perform the 
new-year’s ceremonies at the various state 
temples when the appointed time arrives. 
(2) Yii Lu, Governor of Anhui, reports 
the trial of a cashiered Commander-in- 
chief, named Li Shih-chung, for violent 
and overbearing conduct at the provincial 
capital. A quarrel had taken place be- 
tween the proprietor of a smoking house, 
named Huang, abd a servant of an expect- 
ant Sub-prefect called Wu T‘ing-hsiian. 
The cause had been some slight misunder- 
standing, which was in a fair way of being 
cleared up, when Li Shih-chung interfered, 
and proceeded with a body of men to the 
ti-pao, whom he began to beat for not 
having, 80 he alleged, reported the theft 
of certain articles from Huang’s shop. 
Then he went on to the house of Wu T‘ing- 
hsiian. Wu T‘ing-hsiian was absent on 
official business, but his brother, who was 
at home, was by Li Shih-chung’s orders 
seized and dragged into the middle of the 
road, where he was forced on to his knees, 
and assaulted and insulted by Li Shih- 
chung. And when his mother, Wu Li 
shih, seeing the unprovoked attack, came 
out leaning on the arm of a servant, he 
ordered her too to kneel and was going to 
kick her, when her son and the servant 
rushed between. On this he commanded 
his men to tie up Wu T‘ing-chien and_ his 
servant, and dragged them off to the Dis- 
trict Magistrate’s office, where he falsely 
accused them of robbery with violence 
from Huang, whom he had brought with 
him. According to the District Magistrate’s 
report, he was very violent, and behaved 
in the most outrageous manner in Court. 
The falsehood of the charge of robbery 
was clearly proved, and the ex-Commander- 
in-chief was placed under arrest. At his 
trial he was at first defiant, and stubbornly 
adhered to his statement ; but his manuer 
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subsequently altered, and he confessed 
with reluctance that he was in the wrong, 
and began to beg earnestly for a lenient 
sentence. Memorialist considers that the 
conduct of the accused would, under any 
circumstances, call for severe punishment ; 
but in the present instance, Li Shih-chung 
is an old offender. In early life he had 
been guilty of acts of lawlessness which 
had been graciously condoned ; but in spite 
of this, in 1870, he forced a quarrel on a 
man in Yang-chou, and for his conduct in 
this affair he was cashiered and sent back 
to his home, where he was placed under 
police supervision. An Imperial Decree 
was also received, ordering severe measures 
to be taken should be offend again. Later 
ou he was sent to Anhui, to be placed under 
surveillance. The proper punishment of 
his present offence is banishment to the 
Amur, but as he has been the subject 
of more than one Decree, Memorialist 
prays that Their Majesties will signify 
their pleasure in the matter.—The Im- 
perial Decree appeared on the 4th 
January, ordering Li Shih-chung to be 
summarily executed. The details of the 
execution are given in a Postscript Memo- 
rial published in to-day’s issue. ‘The Pro- 
vincial Judge, Commander-in-chief, and 
Military Secretary were instructed to carry 
out the sentence, which was read to the 
condemned man. In accordance with the 
Decree, a public notice was issued, exoner- 
ating the men under Li Shih-chung’s com- 
mand, and the case was explained to the 
ring of soldiers and people who witnessed 
the execution. Memorialist adds that the 
bystanders all admitted the justice of the 
sentence, 

January 19th.—(1) Ou-yang Li-chien is 
appointed Commander-in-Chief, Chehkiang, 

(2) A Decree. The Vice-President Pao- 
ting memorialises Us as to the difficulty of 
putting down the long standing abuses con- 
nected with the Metropolitan Scrutiny of 
officials, and prays Usto invest the Ministers 
of the Grand Council with the responsi- 
bility of examining the officials in question. 
The Metropolitan Scrutiny is an important 
institution for the examination of official 
merit, and the Edicts issued by successive 
sovereigns of Our Line have contained 
earnest admonitions on the subject, and the 
regulations framed by them for the conduct 
of the examination are well known and 
have been transmitted to the present day. 
We have this year again issued a Decree, 
directing the heads of the Metropolitan 
offices to conduct the scrutiny in all honesty 
and with unsparing severity ; and these 
high officers will, without duubt, respect 
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and obey our command, exerting them- 
selves to do away with the abuses com- 
plained of. They will, in accordance with 
existing regulations, inquire carefully into 
the merits of their respective subordinates ; 
each high officer preparing a private list on 
which he will note his opinion as to their 
capacity and character. Such lists will 
then be compared, and the candidate’s 
place assigued him by reference thereto ; 
it being hoped that in this way perfect 
fairness will be attained in the recommen- 
dations and denunciations, If, however, 


Our high officers still continue to regard |! 


the scrutiny as a mere formality, and allow 
the recommendations, in spite of all, to go 
by favouritism, they shall, on discovery, 
without doubt be severely punished. Pao- 
ting now proposes that the above mentioned 
lists shall, on the conclusion of the scrutiny, 
be sent under seal to the Ministers of the 
Grand Council, who will be able, by inspec- 
tion of them, to arrive at the motives which 
may haveinfluenced the decision of the heads 
of departments. Pao-tiny further prays Us 
to direct the Ministers of the Grand Council 
to summon before them on different days 
and carefully examine the secretaries whose 
names appear in the first class. Now, the 
immediate chiefs of the Secretaries in 
question are the only oflicers who are in a 
position to form a correct judgment as to 
their capacity ; and the functions of the 
Grand Council are to assist Us in important 
state business, suggesting measures that 
they deem advantageous, and warning Us 
against such as are likely to prove hurtful. 
Were the suggestions of Pao-ting to be 
given effect to, the Ministers of the Grand 
Council would not be able, from an inspec- 
tion of the lists, to pronounce that the 
Heads of Departments had acted honestly 
or the reverse in their recommendations to 
the Throne ; neither would they be able, 
from a few minutes’ conversation with an 
official, to form any just estimate of. his 
character. On the other hand, an opening 
would be left for fresh abuses, and the 
Grand Council would be invested with 
functions which do not naturally belong 
to it. Pao-ting’s proposals need not there- 
fore be considered. 

January 20th.—(1) A Decree. The 
Board of Rites has memorialised Us as to 
ceremonies to be observed on New Year's 
day. We have been honoured with a 
Decree from the Empress, informing Us 
that she will not proceed to the Tz‘ti-ning 
Kung on that day, neither will she attend 
the Court Banquet.. The usual prepara- 
tions need not therefore be made; the 
musical instruments will be set out but 
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not played upon. We are directed to pay 
homage at the Tang hsin Tien. Princes 
and high offices of the Ist and 2nd rank 
will pay their respects outside the Tz‘i- 
ning Mén, officers of lower rank outside 
the Wu Mén. The usual attendance of 
ladies on the Empress will be dispensed 
with, and We will not receive the customary 
congratulations of Our ministers, 


(2) Ying Hsiin (HR Hl) is appointed 
Chief Supervisor of Instruction. 


(3) Ch‘en Shih-chieh, the new Governor 
of Chekiang, reports that he arrived at 
Hangchow and took over the seals of oftice 
on Loh December. : 


(4) Jen Tao-jung reports that he has in 
obedience to an Imperial Decree inquired 
into the case of an ex-ofticial, named Ch‘ang 
Chi‘i-yiin, who was some time since sen- 
tenced to military servitude in Fuhkien asa 
punishment for having wrongfully accused 
a man at the Consorate. He finds that the 
ex-ofticial in question is 79 years of age 
and has a mother still living who is over 
100. His’ elder brother is still alive, but 
hislife cannot be depended on much longer, 
and when he dies, the old woman will have 
no one to tend her. Under the circum- 
stances, Ch‘ang Ch‘i-yiin has been directed 
to return and minister to the wants of his 
' aged mother. 
| January 21lst.—(1) A Decree. On the 
night of the 19th instant eight copper 
chains were stolen from the roofs of the 
front building of the ‘'z‘t-ning Kung and 
the Great Hall of Bouddha. Some wooden 
beams also were thrown down, and the 
tiling bore marks of having been dis- 
turbed. The palace precincts are rigor- 
ously closed to outsiders : what then were 


our guards about (Ch: Br ci] Any SF) that 


they permitted thieves to break in? We 
have constantly issued Decrees referring 
to the importance of maintaining strict 
guard at the gates of the Forbidden City, 
but Our orders are systematically and 
wantonly disregarded, until matters have 
reached this climax. Such conduct on the 
part of Our officers is truly odious. Let 
the Commandants of the Vanguard Division 
and the Guards’ Division, and the Comp- 
troller of the Household, unsparingly de- 
nounce and punish the guards: on duty on 
the night in question. Let the chief 
eunuch residing in the Court where the 
robbery occurred be handed over to the 
Comptroller and rigorously questioned. 
Strict search will at the same time be made 
by the proper authorities for the perpe- 
i trators of the robbery. 
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(2) Liu K‘un-yi begs for permission to 
erect a temple to Li Ho-chang, (younger 
brother of Li Hung-chang and late Taotai 
of the Kan Liang Circuit, Kansu,) in the 
neighbourhood of Hui Shan in Kiangsu, 
in memory of services rendered there by 
him during the Taiping rebellion. 

(3) Tau Chiin-p‘ei reports that on the 
6th of October last two shipwrecked bar- 
barians were saved and brought on shore 
by the soldiers belonging to the garrison at 
Yang-chang Ch ‘ih in the District of Ch‘ung- 
ming. ‘The vessel they were on shortly 
afterwards went to pieces. Their language 
was unintelligible, but they had a rough 
acquaintance with the Chinese character. 
A pen was accordingly given them, and from 
what they wrote it appeared that they were 
Coreans who set sail from that country on 
24th Setember and shortly afterwards en- 


countered a violent gale of wind, before | 


the fury of which they drifted until rescued 
as above described. They were at once 
housed, clothed, and fed by the local 
authorities, and, later on, forwarded, to- 
vether with the remains of their vessel, to 
Shanghai. The wreck was there sold, and 
the price it fetched, five thousand cash, 
handed over to them. ‘They were then, 
according to the law on the subject, sent 
by steamer to Tientsin, from whence they 
will be passed on to Peking, and so even- 
tually back to their own country.—Reascript: 
Noted. 

January 22nd.—(Court Circular.) Ch‘ien- 
hsi, Military Lieutenant Governor of 
Ch‘ahar, had audience for instructions. 

January 23rd.—(1) Memorial from Mei 
Ch‘i-chao, the recently appointed Director- 
General of the Yellow River, stating the 
measures of precaution he has, in accord- 
ance with the regulations, taken for the 
present winter term, and the directions 
given for the storage of materials against 
the spring freshets, At the time when 
memorialist wrote, the winter solstice was 
at hand, and the cold’so great that blocks 
of ice were continually forming on the 
river. These, as they floated down stream, 
drove against the banks, and split or 
splintered the bricks and _ stonework. 
Orders were accordingly given to streng- 
then by an additional casing of network 
places where the banks were low, and to 
plant stakes of willow to keep off the ice. 
And at each bend, machines for breaking 
the ice, and ice-boats were provided, and 
soldiers stationed day and night, whose 
duty it was to detach and send down stream 
any blocks of ice that threatened the em- 
bankment, and so obviate the danger that 
an accumulation of ice might give rise to. 
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M-morialist further states that he has 
caused the usual amount of materials fur 
use against the spring freshets to be bought 
and laid up ready for use, and that he will 
not fail, in conjunction with his subordin- 
ates, to use every effort to prepare against 
danger. 

(2) Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Fuhkien, 
memorialises respecting the measures of 
elief taken by him on behalf of the in- 
habitants of the P‘éng Hu islands (the 
Pescadores). In consequence of violent 
storms, the crop of ground-nuts and gourds 
had rotted, and the people were left with- 
out the means of subsistence. A petition 
was presented to the Memorialist in person 
by the notables of the islands, setting 
forth the state to which they were reduced, 
and he accordingly took measures of re- 
lief. The late Taotai of Taiwan, Chang 
Yéng-yuan, had already sent 2,000 piculs 
of sifted rice from the public relief 
granaries for distribution in the Pes- 
cadores, and the present Taotai, Liu 
Ao, furnished ‘Tls, 5,000 out of the lekin 
dues of Taiwan, to be expended in 
the purchase of grain in Chehkiany, but 
requested that, as the number of the in- 
habitants of the islands was upwards of 
18,000, and this amount would not suttice 
to feed them, permission might be given 
to issue further supplies. Chang Yeny- 
yuan stated from personal observation, 
that the distress was great ; and as the soil 
on the islands is poor, the people lay by 
very little. Accordingly, Memorialist in 
the absence of the Governor-General, who 
was away reviewing the troops, issued from 
the granaries in which was put on board 
steamers and sent from time to time to the 
Pescadores, where the Taotai of ‘Taiwan 
and Pao Fu-k’ang assistant sub-prefect 
of the Pescadores, superintended its dis- 
tribution according to the number and dis- 
tress of the sufferers. Arrangements have 
been made to supply the deficiency in the 
Fuchow granaries. As the rice issued was 
last year’s, and that to replace it will” be 
new, both the islands and the capital will 
be advantayed. 

(6) Li Ho-nien, Governor of Ho-nan, 
reports the murder of three persons in one 
family, and requests permission for the 
summary execution of those who had con- 
spired to murder them. The murderers 
and their victims have the same family 
name, Liu, and in fact were related, but 
not within the degrees of mourning. ‘The 
origin of the murder was as follows :— 
Liu Yun-ni’s burial ground was adjacent 
to that belonging to Liu Ch‘iao, and, 
on the death of his father, he requested 
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the latter to allow him a foot of land 
in his cemetery, since there was not 
room for the whole of the grave in his 
own, Permission was obtained through 
the good oltices of a kiusman, Liu Kuo-t‘ai, 
and a deed drawn up in witness. But after 
the interment, Lin Ch‘iao and his nephew, 
Liu Féng-mei, objected, and appealed to 
the District Mavistrate. He advised the 
parties to settle it amicably, but as they 
would not, he finally ordered Liu Yun-ni 
to select a day for the disinterment of the 
corpse and its burial elsewhere. Yun-ni, 
however, continued to put off disinterring 
it, begving fur time, until at last Ch‘iao 
declared that if he did not do so by a certain 
date, he would dig up the corpse himself 
and throw the collin away. Yun-ui then said 
he would come on that evening and disinter 
it, but on h's way home revenvefal feelings 
at the pressure brought to bear on him took 
such possession of him that he determined 
to murder Ch’iano and his nephew, Eéng 
mei. He accordingly communicated his 
design to his uncle, Yuan-shih, and his 
brother S-i-ni, and two of his kinsmen, 
Ch‘un Ch‘éng and San Ni, and by arzu- 
ments or threats induced them to assist 
him. About 10 o’clock on the night a-reed 
upon, they went to the cemetery, where, 
as they well knew, Ch’iao and Féng Mei 
would be waiting to see that the body was 
dis‘nterred. Some of the conspirators were 
rovided with weapons, others had none. 
Vian Shih first felled Féng Mei with an 
iron shovel, and then, as he lay on the 
ground, Yun Ni struck his head off with an 
adze. Ch’iao fled, but Yuan Shih overtook 
him, and hewiny at his leys with the spade 
brought him down, and then while Ch'un- 
ch‘eng and San-ni held his hands and feet, 
Yun-ni cut his throat with the adze. The 
murder finished, Yun-ni proposed that 
they should complete their work by killing 
Féng-mei’s infant son Shuan-lao, and thus 
leave their victims without offspring. Ac- 
cordingly they went to the murdered man’s 
house, aud when Féng-mei’s mother ‘came 
to the door with the child in her arms, 
Yun ni snatched him away and flinging 
him to the ground, hacked at him with an 
axe till he was dead. He then wounded 
the child’s mother and grandmother with 
the axe, but they managed to get away 
and shut the door. ‘heir cries brought 
Kuo-t‘ai, [the kinsman who had acted 
as arbitrator] to the house, and he went 
to the burial-ground where he discovered 
the bodies. Yun Ni and Yuan Shih 
gave themselves up; Ch‘un Ch‘éng is 
still at large. The first was sentenced 
to be put to death by slicing, as guilty 
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in the first devree of the -murder of 
three persons of the same family, (Ch‘iao 
being reckoned as of one family with his 
nephew and grand-nephew), and his head 
to be exposed on the scene of his crime. 
His wife will be seut to the nearest milit- 
ary convict station ; his son, Ch‘ang Yu, 
who is still of tender age, will be handed 
over to the Court of the Imperial House- 
hold to be castrated when of suflicient age, 
after which he will be assigned to some 
princely establishment asa eunnch. Yun 
Ni’s dauzhter is already betrothed: she 
will therefore be handed over to the family 
of her future husband, and no further 
proceedinys taken against her: The rest 
of the criminals will, as accessories, be 
beheaded. 


January 24th.—(Court Circular.) Ling 
chuny-tiany (Ling-kuei) is deputed to super- 
intend the boiling of the la pa chow at the 
Imperial Lamassery (the Yung Ho Kung). 


[The HR ay is a kind of haggis or 
porridge, composed of different kinds of 
fruit and grain gathered during the year, 
These are boiled together (Fk Wt) on the 
8th day of the 12th inonth (la pa), and 
portions of the mess are offered to the Gods 
and ancestral tablets, aid distributed as 
presents. ‘I'he ceremony is observed by 
private individuals as well as by the State. ] 


(1) Memorial from Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, 
acting Governor-General of Shén-kan, re- 
questing leave to retain in Kan-sua taotai, 
Ya-érh-chia-na, who was under instructions 
to ‘respectfully withdraw’ (hui pi) from 
the province, as being counected by marri- 
aye with the late Lieutenant-Governor, 
Ch‘ung Lao, The late Governor-General, 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang, had proposed to transfer 
him to Shénsi, but this was objected to by 
the Board of Civil Office on the ground 
that, since Kansu was at the time a seat of 
war, the Taotai in question ought to be 
transferred to a province which was also 
the scene of military operations, such as 
Yiinnan or Kueichou. Of these two he 
had obtained by lot Kueichou, where his 
seniority would reckon from the time of 
his first appointment in Kansu. Orders to 
this effect were accordingly given to the 
officer in question, but he has now ad- 
dressed a letter to the present Lieutenant- 
Governor, stating that he has no money to 
defray the expenses of his long journey. He 
has tried in vain to borrow, and has pawned 
his garments, and the difticulties in which 
he is placed have- brought on a dangerous 
illuess. He therefore begs for Lime before 
he is required to set out. The time allowed 
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by law is three months from the date of | 
receipt of the despatch from the Bvard, 
with an extention to six months, in case of | 
leave of absence being granted, or to enable 
the travelling-expenses to be raised. But 
in this present case, Memorialist submits 
that since his connection by marriage, the 
Fan-t‘ai Ch‘ung Pao has been removed to 
another province, the taotai in question 
may, as usual in such cases be suffered to 
remain in Kansu.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Ceremonies deliberate and report. 
(2) Ming-an reports a case of parricide 
by an immigrant from Shantung. The 
accused, Wany Hsi-hai, was of so lazy and 
troublesome a disposition that his father 
and uncle obliged him to set up a separate | 
establishment, where he lived with his 
wife and daughter. To this house his | 
father came one day, and was removing a 
wadded cloak belonging to his son, inten-l- 
ing to pawn it, when Hsi-hai, knowing that | 
his father was a yambler, touk it away 
from him, and further refused his father a 
pair of stockings he had asked for. ‘The 
two then began an angry altercation, which 
ended in the old man going away, saying 
that he would complain to the military 
otticers of his son’s untilial conduct. After 
he had gone, Hysi-hai, fearing the conse- 
quences, first borrowed a jar from a |! 
neighbour, pretending that he wanted | 
to buy oil, and then hurried after his 
father, whom he beyged to return. His 
father refused, and Hsi-hai, getting anyry, 
hit him on the head with the jar. His 
father had a bill-hook in his hand at the | 
time, with which he struck at his son, who, 
avoiding the blow, knocked his father down, 
and then, wrenching the bill-hook from 
him, struck him about the head and neck 
until he was dead. Then observing that 
his shirt and leggings, as well as the jar, 
were stained with blood, he first rinsed the 
jar, and then stripped off the blood-stained 
clothes and, rolling them up in a bundle, 
returned home. He took advantaye of his 
wife’s being in the garden to conceal the 
clothes in the planking of the wall, and to 
return the jar. The next day, on the corpse 
being found, he told his uncle that his 
father had been robbed and murdered. 
he story was believed, aud the corpse 
buried. Some time afterwards, however, 
being drunk, he took the clothes from 
their hiding-place and gave them to his 
wife to wash, and when she asked him the 
meaning of the blood upon them, told her 
everything. A few days after, when he 
was away purchasing some unreclaimed 
land, she, afraid lest she should be impli- 
cated if the murder were found out, told 
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his uncle about it, and the prisoner was 
arrested and confessed his guilt. He will 
be executed by the slow and painful process. 
His wife as having been the instrument of 
bringing him to justice, will be held guilt- 
less. 

January 25th.—(Court Cirenlar.) The 
Princes of Tun and Kuny returned thanks 
to: His Majesty for a present of edible 
bird’s-nests. 

(1) A Decree, ordering a further series 
of prayers for snow to be offered up at all 
the state temples on the 28th inst. 

(2) Memorial from the Censor. Li Yii- 
hua, denouncing the conduct of the officers 
who held the first trial of the San P’ai-lou 
murder at Nanking, [see Gazette of Janu- 
ary 8], and condemned two innocent men to 
death ; and the subsequent conduct of Liu 
K‘un-yi in screening the real delinquent. 
This latter, Memorialist points out, is Hung 
Ju-kuei, who presided at the trial ; whereas 
the tendency of the Governor-General’s 
remarks is to transfer the blame to the 
Colonel Hu Chin-ch‘iian, There are three 
points in the Governor-General’s memorial 
which seem to confirm this impression : 
First, where he says that ‘ Hung Ju-k‘uei 
after concluding the case requested a high 
ollicer to be sent to re-hear it.’ But. if 
this were so, why should the former 
Governor-General Shén Pao-chéu have 
been in such a hurry to execute the con- 
demned men, and not have waited for the 
re-hearing?) Ayain he says ‘at the trial 
when Chang Ko-yiu refused to confess, Hu 
Chin-ch‘uan, who was in attendauce on 
the judges, called out to them to apply 
torture to him. Now Hu Chin-ch‘uan was 
not on the bench, whereas Huny Ju-k‘uei 
was. Was it likely, then, that the latter 
would obey the directions of a mere by- 
stander? Lastly when he declares that 
*Hu. Chin-ch‘uan suborned the man to 
give evidence, and then tovuk upon himself 
to torture him,’ how came it to be possible 
that when the man was once in Court, Hu 
Chin-ch‘uan could apply torture to him? 
Moreover, the plea set up by Hu Chin-ch‘uan 
that ‘the responsibility of deciding the 
truth or falsehood of the prisoner’s admis- 
sions rested with the judges (and not with 
him),’ is not altogether an unjust one: 
surely it should not be stigmatized as 
‘contumacy,’ nor should an attempt be 
made to stop his utterance. It short, in the 
Censor’s opinion, it is by no means certain 
that the wrongful arrest and subornation 
were not from first to last designed by 
Hung Ju-k‘uei. This latter has the re- 
port of wearing an appearance of simplicity, 
which serves to disguise a false aud 
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deceitful nature. From his various appoint- 
ments he draws a monthly income of over 
Tis. 1,000, and, when called to fill the post 
of Salt Comptroller, he still insisted on 
having the camp business regularly sub- 
mitted to him for his approval, though 
residing at a great distance from the head 
quarters of his battalion. To the arts of 
this busybody are clearly due the deaths 
of two innocent men : and it is this man 
that Liu K‘un-yi, from beyinning to end 
of his memorial, wishes to shield from 
blame, at the expense of the Colonel Hu 
Chin-ch‘aan, The Censor concludes by 
praying for a thorough and impartial in- 
vestiyation.—Four Rescript see Guzefte of 
10th January. , 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Yang 
Chifang-chun with reference to the succes- 
sion to the priestly office of hu kuo cl’an 
shih (‘priest protector of the state’)-in 
Yao-chou. This was held until lately by 
the Superior (Séng Kang-ssti) of the Ch‘an 
ting-sst, Yang-ssi-pu-wang-hsin, upon 
whom it had been conferred for his exer- 
tions in levying troops and supplying them 
with rations, and thereby assisting to re- 
cover from the rebels the town of Yau-chou. 
It was further made ‘hereditary’ for one 
life (heritable, that is to say, by one of his 
€‘u-ti or disciples). However, at his death, 
there was no one qualified to succeed him, 
and so the office was temporarily annexed 
to that of the acting t‘w-ssi or commissary 
of the native tribe. The office is of great 
importance, inasmuch as upwards of 3000 
priests are controlled by the Ch ‘an-ting-ssti, 
aud these ignorant and foolish men are 
excited by a rumour that the office is 
to beabolished. Memorialist suggests that 
the appvintment of the t‘w ss% should be 
confirmed uutil such time as a grandson, 
legitimately qualified to take the oflice, 
should be born to him, when he should 
receive the title. Rescript: Let the Buard 
concerned take note. - 

(4) The Memorial from Shantung pro- 
vince on the question of dispensing with 
the power of summary execution. The 
arguments employed by Jén Tao-jung are 
in the main similar to those of Li Hung- 
chang aud others (q.v.), and the conclusion 
at which he arrives is the same ; viz., that 
it is inexpedient for the present to abolish 
the right in his province. Shantung, he 
observes, is‘an outpost to Chih-li; the 
southern prefectures were the source 
from which came the Nien-fei and the 
Turbaned Banditti ; salt smuggling is rife, 
and as it is a maritime province, piracy 
is not infrequent. Offenders of these 


should be executed at once, or they will 
not respectit. Moreover, summary punish- 
ment prevents the possible escape of the 
criminal, or his rescue while under escort 
to the provincial capital, When tranquil- 
lity is restored tv the province, it will be 
Memorialist’s duty to advocate a return to 
the old law. 

January 26th.—(1) Chang Shu-shéng, 
Governor-General of the Two Kuang, 
memorializes, requesting that a second 
captain, Ni I-chung, and.a major, Fang 
Ta-wén, may be excused from _horse- 
archery drill, as they are incapacitated 
by wounds received in action. The former 
received wounds on his scalp, his left arm, 
his ribs, both legs, one shoulder blade, his 
chest and his left foot. The loss of blood 
then suffered, now brings on spasms of 
pain which leave him no strength to 
draw a bow or lift a weight. The latter 
was wounded in the right wrist by a sword- 
cut, and can neither bend nor straighten 
the hand.—Rescript: The Memorialist’s 
request is granted. 

(2) Li Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi, 
reports the escape of a prisoner from the 
gaol in An-jén Hsien. The original gaol 


- was destroyed by the rebels, and the pre- 


sent one is a private house near the Dis- 
trict Magistrate’s otlice, which has been 
rented fur the purpose. The prisoner was 
confined in a cage in the first cell, and on 
the night in question the gaol-warden and 
his subordinates went the round and found 
his fetters secure. It was a night of wind 
and rain, so boisterous that no lamps could 
be lit, and the watchman and private on 
duty were forced to come inside, where 
they fellasleep. ‘The prisoner Ch‘u Ch‘ing- 
liang took the opportunity to tear away 
some of the wooden bars of his cage, and 
then, stripping off his prison-garb, mounted 
the wall by means of the bars, aud so 
escaped. It subsequently appeared that 
he got his head shaved by a travelling 
barber, explaining the length of the hair 
by declaring that he had just recovered 
from illness. Since that time, till the date 
of his apprehension, he had been living by 
begging, spending his nights in a deserted 
temple. The usual punishmentsare awarded 
to all concerned, from the District Magis- 
trate, Chung Lieh, downwards; although, 
as an Act of Grace has intervened, they wilk 
not be inflicted in any case but that of 
Chung Lieh and the prisoner. The former 
of these has heen degraded one step and 
transferred, for falsely representing that 
he was away on duty at the time of the 
escape ; the latter, who was under sentence 


desperate classes require that the law | of strangulatlon after imprisonment, will 
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now have his name added to the list of 
criminals under sentence of death which 
will be submitted for His Majesty’s deci- 
sion after the Autumn Assize. 

January 27th.—(Court Circular.) Chang 
Chih-tung, the new Governor of Shansi, 
had audience for instructions. Ling chung- 
t‘ang reported that he had superintended 
the boiling of the /a pa chou. (See Gazette 
of 24th January.) 

(1) A Decree. Let Chen Tsao-ju, Cus- 
toms’ ‘Taotai of the second degree of brevet 
rank at Tientsin, vacate his post, and await 


employment as a ching t‘ang (Director or, 


Sub-Director), of the fourth degree of 
-ofticial rank at Peking. . 

(2) A Decree. Let Lin Shu (President 
of the Mongolian Superintendency and 
Minister of the I'suny-li Yamén), and Hsiieh 
Yiing-sheng (Vice-President of the Board 
of Punishments) set out for Kiangsu to 
hold au investigation there. Let their 
secretaries start with them at once. [Note 
—tThe ‘investigation’ without doubt refers 
to the San P‘ai-lou murder case. ] 

(3) Peng Tsu-hsien, Governor of Hupei, 
reports that he has deputed an officer to 


superintend the construction of 300 small | 


junks, déstined for employment on the 
Pei-ho. The cost of each is estimated at 
T's, 234, and a further allowance of Tls. 40 
is made for the expense of forwarding each 
junk to Chihli. The total cost of the 300 
will thus amount to Tls. 82,306, which 
sum will be taken from the Hupei land 
tax receipts of 1881, if these suftice ; if not, 
the receipts for 1882 will be drawn upon. 
The junks are due in Chihliin 1883, and 
every effort will be made to despatch them 
in time. 

(4) Liu K‘un-yi begs for permission to 
dismiss a captain on his military staff who 
has been found guilty of keeping an opium 
house.—Granted by Rescript. 

January 28th.—(1) Ting-an, Military 
Governor of ‘Tsitsihar, resigns on account 
of ill-health. 

(2) A Decree. The Censor Ch‘ing 1 
represents that Tseng Jun and Wen Pei, 
Secretaries in charge of the bullion vaults 
of the oftice of Imperial Household, have 
held that post for more than three years 
and have not submitted the usual accounts. 
He also accuses them of deducting a per- 
centage for themselves wherever they are 
called upon to issue silver. Let the Comp- 
troller of the Household inquire strictly 
into the truth of these statements, and 
report to us. 

(3) Memorial from the Censor Ch‘en 
Ch‘i-t‘ai, denouncing Wan Ch‘ing-li, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Civil Office, for 


Google 





ingratitude to the Emperor, wilful per- 
sistence in error, and perversion of public 
procedure to suit private ends. The Censor 
observes that he recently perused the 
Imperial Decree referring to the import- 
ance of the Metropolitan Scrutiny, and was 
much affected by the solicitude displayed 
by the Emperor to obtain purity in the 
civil administration. He submits that the 
recommendation of worthy officials and 
denunciation of the undeserving rests 
entirely with the Heads of Departments, 
who are, in their turn, all controlled by 
the authorities of the Board of Civil Office. 
Now, the Chinese President of this oftice 
is no other than Wan Ch‘ing-li, an officer 
who has been stigmatised by an Imperial 
Decree a8 a man obnoxious to the people 
at large. He is an avaricious and un- 
scrupulous man, and, as His Majesty will 
remember, has been repeatedly denounced 
on these counts. On one occasion he was 
removed from his position as Governor 
Adjoint of Shun-t‘ien ; on another, from 
that of Chancellor of the Hanlin; and it 
was only by His Majesty’s great considera- 
tion and wish to give him an opportunity 
of retrieving past errors, that he was still 
continued in his post as President of the 
Board of Civil Office. But the President, 
far from feeling shame or contrition for his 
misdeeds, merely looks upon His Majesty's 
gracious. pardon as an earnest of similar 
favours to come, and continues more and 
more to mismanage the business of the 
Board. Of late there have been two such 
cases of mismanagement brought to the 
Imperial notice, one by Ming An (for a 
full account of which see translation of 
Gazette for 4th and 30th November), and 
one by Li Hung-chang ; and, although the 
Board contrived, by raking up old prece- 
dents, to shew that it was not technically 
to blame, the intemperate lauguage of the 
secretaries and the wholesale corruption of 
the underlings of the Board are facts be- 
yond dispute, and Wan Ch‘ing-li who has 
held office long enough, it might be 
thought, to be thoroughly conversant with 
the routine work of the Board, is responsi- 
ble for these irregularities. However, let 
this be passed over for the present, and 
the blame distributed among the Secreta- 
ries and other subordinates attached to the 
Board. Memorialist has a fresh charge to 
bring against the President. Last autumn 
a first Secretaryship in Board of War 
fell vacant, and should by regulation have 
been filled up an ofticer named Teng T*ien- 
fu. But Wan Ch‘ing-li had a son-in-law 
named Chi Pang-chen, who was an ex- 
pectant second Secretary in the same office ; 
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and as Teng T‘ien-fu’s period of mourning 
had just expired, he was not holding any 
substantive office which might upon his 
promotion be bestowed upon Chi Pang- 
chen. The President accordingly deter- 
mined to oppose the appointment of Teng 
T‘ien-fu, and he communicated this inten- 
tion to his secretaries, who did not scruple 
to maintain that the appointment of Teng 
T‘ien-fu would not be in accordance with 
certain new rules; and, on the Board of 
War demurring to their candidate’s being 
passed over, Wan Ch‘ing-li tried what the 
arts of procrastination would effect and did 
not answer their despatch on the subject. 
In the meantime it so happened that an- 
other Secretaryship in the same office fell 
vacant, and on this, Wan Ch‘ing-li im- 
mediately produced a precedent according 
to which it appeared that the appointment 
of Teng T‘ien-fu would be quite in order. 
Momorialist submits that there should be 
one rule of procedure in such cases. If 
the appointment of Teng T‘ien-fu should 
have been sanctioned in the first instance, 
why was it objected to? If it was proper 
to object to it, why was it finally allowed ? 
Moreover, Memorialist hears that the com- 
mission of Teng T‘ien-fu was more than 
two months late in reaching him, while, in 


the case of Chi Pang-chen, there wasa - 


delay only of a few days. What, he asks, 
was the reason of the difference here made, 
and the meaning of this trifling and dally- 
ing with public business, which cannot 
fail to excite the disgust of the President’s 
colleagues and to give general dissat'sfac- 
tion? I£fsuch is the conduct of the Pre- 
sident, how are his secretaries and official 
underlings to be controlled? and what 
wonder is it that the jobbery which g-es 
on at the Board of Civil Oftice on the 
occasion of an appointment to a post or 
the determination of a penalty, is matter 
of public talk? Memorialist read in the 
Gazette some months back a Decree stating 
that, in advancing or rejecting its servants, 
the only test employed by the state was 
satisfactory discharge of duty. Now, Wan 
Ch‘ing-li has been proved to be unfit for 
the posts of Governor Adjoint of Shun-t‘ien, 
and Chancellor of the Hanlin: he was only 
retained in his present appointment by the 
special grace of His Majesty. How great 
an effort, then, should he make to redeem 
past shortcomings : and, if he is really in- 
capable of hard work, how willing he 
should be to send in his resignation and 
make room for worthier men. Instead of 
this, he looks upon the tokens of Imperial 
favour he has received as meaningless for- 
malities, and frivulities aud favuuritisin are 
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still the leading features of his administra- 
tion. Memorialist concludes by paying His 
Majesty to call upon Wan Ch‘ing-li to re- 
sign, that all similarly disposed officers 
may take warning thereby.—The Censo- 
rate has been earlier directed to hold a 
Court of Enquiry on this subject. 

January 29th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Inner Council having prayed Us to send 
high officers to form a Court of Enquiry, 
We have sent Lin Shu, Chiian Lin, Shao 
Héng-yii, and Hsii Ying-k‘uei. (See Gazette 
of 27th January.) 

(1) Wu-la-hsi-ch‘ung-ah, President of 
the Censorate, and Hsii Kéng-shén and 
Hsii Yung-i, acting Senior Vice- Presidents, 
who received some days since His Majesty’s 
commands to enquire into the conduct of 
Wan Ch‘ing-li, the President of the Board 
of Civil Ottice, now pray for permission to 
be excused from sitting as judges in the 
case, on the ground that the first-named 
had signed the appointment as well as the 
officer impeached, and that the two latter 
were the colleagues of Li Pang-chén (the 
son-in-law of WanCh‘ing-li, whose appoint- 
ment to a Secretaryship in the Buard of 
War has led to the impeachment), while a 
subordinate in the Council of State.—The 
Imperial Rescript has already been received 
granting their request. 


(2) Hu Lung-hsiin, an Examining Censor 
for the Shantung Circuit, memorializes, 
suggesting a remedy for the block in the 
appointment to the post of District Magis- 
trate among the chii-jén, chosen every ten 


years by the AF, or Commission of 


Selection. At the time when the last list 
of selected candidates was issued (in 1880), 
there were still remaining many of those 
approved in 1871, who had received no 
appointment as yet. Vacancies to which 
this class are eligible are caused, Memo- 
rialist points out, by retirement to wait on 


aged parents (¥% #S) by transfer to be 


district officers of instruction, by recall 
to the capital, by degradation to an in- 
ferior post, or by ‘ respectful withdrawal.’ 
But these vacancies are given by the 
Board of Civil Office to chin-shih and 
Expectants, the class of selected candidates 
at the ta-?’iao being passed over. Memo- 
rialist suggests that for the future, of four 
vacancies, the first shall be given to achin- 
shih, the second to an Expectant (hou-pu,) 
the third again to a chin shih, and the fourth 
to one of the selected candidates in ques- 
tion, in regular rotation.—The suggestion 
has already been referred to the Board 
} concerned; 
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(3) Li Ming-ch‘ih, ex-Governor of Hu- 
nan, begs that tokens of Imperial approval 
may be bestowed on the late daughter-in- 
law of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, and daughter of the 

_ Censor Ho Msai-ling. During the last ill- 
ness of her husband, this lady waited on 
him sedulously, preparing his medicines. 
She did not change her elothes, and even 
secretly cut off a piece of flesh from her 
arm and mixed it with his dranght. And 
when her husband died, though she did 
not in her grief wish to survive him, she 
observed his last wishes, to wait on hia 
aged father and to bring up his young 
children, for seven years, when she followed 
him to the grave. She was of noble birth, 
and had well learnt from a good mother her 
wifely duties. She assisted her husband 
in his studies, which her encouragement 
crowned with success. Her wifely devotion 
led her to imitate the ignorant of the people 


(Sy Bt ZF) and cut off the flesh 


from her arm, in vain. But after her 
husband’s death, she acted as the comforter 
of her father-in-law in his absence from his 
home [during the campaigns in Kashgaria}, 
and the instructress of herson. In honour 
of the bright example she has set to wives 
and daughters, Memorialist now prays that 
tokens of Imperial approval may be bestowed 
on her.—Granted by Rescript. 

January 30th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Office of Gendarmerie reports the capture 
of thirteen men implicated in the recent 
theft of copper chains from the roofs of 
palace buildings. 

(1) A Decree, directing the above pri- 
soners to be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments, and a strict search to be 


instituted for the members of the gang who . 


are still at large. The officers instrumental 
in effecting the late capture will, in accord- 
ance with regulations, have their names 
submitted for marks of Imperial approba- 
tion. ; 

January 31st.—(Court Circular.) The 
Governor of Shun-t‘ien reports a fall of 
snow more than an inch in depth. 

(1) A Decree with reference to the two 
Secretaries in charge of the bullion vaults 
of the Office of the Privy Purse who were 
lately denounced by the Censor Ch‘ing Yi. 
It now appears that, this being the period 
set apart for a general scrutiny of the 
‘Palace receipts and expenditure, the two 
officers were quite in order in delaying to 
submit their accounts until the scrutiny 
was over, As to the percentage they were 
accused of deducting, it is usual, on issuing 
silver from the vaults, to deduct a certain 
proportion to defray establishment charges. 
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The two Secretaries are accordingly exoner- 
ated from all blame.’ _ At the same time it 
is observed that the Department in question 
is & most important one, and the officers 
who may be from time to time entrusted 
with its management are directed to be 
continually on the watch for any irre- 
gularities on the part of their subordin- 
ates. 

(2) A Decree in answer to a memorial 
from the Board of Punishments. The 
various provincial governments are direct- 
ed, in conformity with an old regulation, 
to draw up a list of all criminals sentenced 
by them to banishment in any one of the 
three degrees, together with a short account 
of the antecedents of such criminals, the 
nature of their offence, the place of their 
banishment and other particulars concern- 
ing them. Such a statement, His Majesty 
observes, is indispensable for reference on 
the occasion of an Act of Grace mitigating 
the punishment of this class of offenders - 
all record of some of whom would other, 
wise be lost, and the Imperial pardon thus 
fail to be universal in its incidence, 

(3) The Prince of Kung begs that marks 
of Imperial approbation may be bestowed 
upon various subordinate officials of the 
Grand Council and the Inner Council, who 
have been engayed in the compilation -of 
State Archives for the three years ended 
January 1881, as already reported to His 
Majesty.—Granted by Rescript. 

February Ist.—(1) Jen Tao-jung, Goy- 
ernor of Shantung, reports a double mur- 
der by a beggar named Sun Yii-p‘i. ‘The 
man in question was, on a hot day in 
autumn, engaged by two youths of his 


acquaintance to carry their coats for them, 


and, having at the time no money to pro- 
cure food. he seized a favourable opportunity 
to make off with the coats up a difficult and 
stony path. The two brothers gave chase, 
and one ontran the other and came up with 
the thief first. An angry altercation ensued 
which ended in the begyar taking the other 
by the throat and dashing him on to the 
ground, striking his temples against some 
loose stones and wounding him mortally, 
By this time the other brother came up 
and was laid hold of by the murderer, who 
forced him on to the ground, and killed 
him by striking him in the back with a 
stone. The two bodies were subsequently 
discovered, and the uncle of the youths, 
fearing the result of an official enquiry, 
engaged a friend to help him carry then 
away and bury them. The truth was sub- 
sequently discovered, and the beggar ap- 
prehended and sentenced to summary de- 
capitation with exposure of the head. Fur 
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the offence of having surreptitiously buried 
the corpsesy the uncle and the man engaged 
to assist him were sentenced to be beaten 
with the bamb-o, but, in virtue of an Im- 
perial Act of Grace that has intervened, 
the punishment will not be inflicted. 

(2) Ming An, Military Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Kirin, represents that, in obedi- 
ence to an Imperial Rescript [see Gazette of 
7th November] authorising him to forward 
wild ginseng to Peking as it is from time 
to time discovered, he has now procured 
six large sprigs, six small sprigs and ten 
sprigs of intermediate size, weighing in all 
five ounces. He has caused them to be 
carefully packed in two boxes, and des- 
patched for the use of His Majesty. The 
cost of procuring the plants amounted to 
639 taels, and has been defrayed from the 
proceeds of the duty on cultivated ginseng 
in Kiriv.—Rescript: Noted. 

(3) Tu K‘a-erh, Military Governor of 
Uliasutai, reports that he has deputed 
officers to hold the triennial inspection of 
two camel breeding establishments situate 
in the territory of the Sain Noin Khalkhas. 
During the past three years 3,827 young 
camels have been born, a number above 
the average; the death rate, too, among 
the animals has not been excessive. Memo- 
rialist asks, in conclusion, that marks of 
Imperial approbation may be bestowed on 
the Mongol officials connected with the 
establishments.—Granted by Rescript. 

February 2nd.—(1) Memorial from Wen 
Shuo, Reader of the Grand Secretariat. 
‘The carelessness of the officers and men on 
guard at the gates of the Forbidden City has 
been the subject, of late, of more than one 
representation to the Throne; and the 
Decrees that have appeared in answer to 
these representations have not been alto- 
gether without effect, for Memorialist, 
whose duties require his daily attendance 
at the Palace, has observed, on his way 
thither, a marked improvement in the 
demeanour of the men on duty at the 
Tung Hua and Wen Hua Gates. One 
morning, however, he observed that the 
Manchu characters inscribed on the slab 
attached to the building over the Tung 
Hua Gate had disappeared. Had they 
fallen down or had they been stolen? In 
the former case there would have been 
some noise, which it is scarcely probable 
would have escaped the ears of the guard ; 
besides which, the characters themselves 
would be forthcoming. They must there- 
fore have been stolen. But, in this case, 
it is extremely difficult to imagine how 
the robbery could have been effected ; for 
the characters were firmly let into the 
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slab, which was fixed on a high and slip- 
pery part of the building. The work of 
abstracting them could not have been 
accomplished in a single night, and the 
conclusion reluctantly forced upon Memo- 
rialist was that the robbery was the result 
of stealthy operations extending over a 
long period of time. He feels that no 
time should be lost in enquiring into the 
circumstances of the robbery and devising 
measures to prevent the occurrence of 
similar crimes. With this latter object in 
view, he begs respectfully to submit eight 
draft regulations calculated to ensure the 
maintenance of a better guard round 
the Palace. First, he would suygest that 
the high officers whose duty it is to 
inspect the guards should not, as here- 
tofore, content themselves with going 
the rounds on the level ground within 
the Imperial city, but should mount the 
wa'l and proceed along it from one gate 
to another, to see that the soldiers on 
duty are not asleep or smoking or com- 
mitting any other irregularities. There 
should be several such inspections in the 
course of a month, and the exact time of 
each should be kept as secret as possible : 
stringent orders in the meantime being 
issued to the men to be continually on the 
alert and, in particular, to maintain a care- 
ful guard over the side paths which give 
access to the wall. His second suggestion 
is that there should be more united action 
among the troops constituting the Palace 
garrison ; and to this end each division 
should be placed in charge of a particular 
part of the Palace ground, and the reports 
sent in from the various stations should 
be communicated to all the commandants 
and other high officers who are at the time 
responsible for the efficiency of the guard. 
He proceeds to point out in the next place 
that the gates of the Forbidden City are 
opened before it is light, a practice having 
its origin in the fact that the Hsi Pien Men 
and Té Sheng Men used formerly to be 
opened at midnight to allow high metropo- 
litan officers to proceed to the early audi- 
ence at Yiian Ming Yiian. There is how- 
ever no reason why the Palace Gates should 
be opened so early, and it is prayed that 
orders may be issued to keep them barred 
until it is sufficiently light to distinguish 
surrounding objects. The entrance and 
exit of women at the Tung Hua and Hai 
Hua Gates should in any case be rigorously 
prohibited. Memorialist then observes that 
there should be a more systematic scrutiny 
of the Palace buildings and their inmates, 
and he disapproves of the present isolated 
action of the authorities, whereby each 
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office merely inspects its own belongings 
and leaves unoccupied apartments,—nota- 
bly those intended for the residence of 
the Emperor’s son,—entirely neglected. 
The officers should not contine them- 
selves to an inspection of their own Ya- 
méns, but should from time to time visit 
those of their colleagues, and should all 
join in a periodical scrutiny of those build- 
ings the supervision of which does not at 
— fall within the province of any 

ousehold Department. It is also very 
necessary that rules should be drawn up 
which should regulate the movements of 
the eunuchs, and the workmen and others 
who have access to their quarters ; and the 
practice of allowing Chinese entirely un- 
connected with the Palace to pass through 
its gates, in order to save them the trouble 
of walking round the wall, should be put a 
stop to. The remainder of Memorialist’s 
suggestions are directed towards securing 
more considerate treatment for the guards 
on duty. He recommends that rewards 
should be more plentifully distributed 
for exceptional services, and that in the 
case of soldiers who have by excess of zeal 
refused admission to, or, as recently hap- 
pened, have gone so far as to assault per- 
sons who are subsequently shewn to have 
had a right to enter, the punishment 
should be as lenient as is consistent with 
the demands of justice. 

February 3rd.—({1) The Civil Governor 
of Feng-t‘ien reports the rehearing of a 
murder case. Chang T‘ao-hsiang, a native 
of I-chou, whilst on a journey, had picked 
up some playing cards, and on his return 
home he and his family were amusing them- 
selves with them when they were surprised 
by Ch‘in Fu, the head of a local anti- 

‘gambling society. No money had as yet 
changed hands among the players, but Ch‘in 
Fu seized the cards and took them away 
with him, declaring his intention of report- 
ing what he had seen to the authorities. 
He was subsequently invited by Chang 
T‘ao-hsiang to come and talk the matter 
over once more before taking this step, and 
the interview ended ina violent quarrel 
and a general attack on Ch‘in Fu, in the 
course of which he was run through the 
body by Chang T‘ao-hsiang and killed. 
The murderer made off, but the others 
who took part in the attack were duly 
punished. A long time having elapsed 
without the capture of Chang T‘ao-hsiang, 
the murdered man’s son began to suspect 
that the police had been bribed to connive 
at his escape, and he accordingly proceeded 
to Peking and lodged a complaint at the 
Office of Gendarmerie. His Majesty there- 
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upon ordered a rehearing of the case, and 
Memorialist now begs to report that this 
has been held, and moreover that Chang 
T‘ao-hsiang has been arrested and sentenced 
to be strangled after the usual period of 
imprisonment. The son of Ch‘in Fu, for 
giving way to suspicion so far as to 
proceed to the capital and lodge acomplaint, 
has rendered himself liable to punishment ; 
but Memorialist prays that due allowance 
may be made for the filial feelings, which 
impelled him to this course, and that his 
offence may be graciously condoned.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Punishments 
deliberate and report. 


February 4th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Board of Civil Ottice submitted to His 
Majesty a copy of the Civil Service list for 
the spring quarter. 

To-morrow being the commencement of 
spring, the Board of Ceremonies pre- 


sented to His Majesty the Fey pe. 


[Note.—The ch‘un shan pao tso is an earthen 
representation of a green hill, on which 


are inscribed the characters 


It is forwarded yearly to the Palace by 
the Board of Ceremonies, and, after being 
inspected by the Emperor, it is put away 
until the next spring, when it is taken 
away by the high officials of the Board and 
& new one substituted for it.] 

The Governor of Shunt‘ien presented to 


His Majesty the $F lal , or diagram in 
the shape of a cow, on which is inscribed 
a rough astrological calendar for the 
ensuing year. 

(1) A Decree, directing Ch‘ung Li, 
Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, to act as 
General Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie during the retirement of 
En Ch‘eng. 

(2) A Decree announcing that a further 
series of prayers for snow will be conducted 
at the various state temples on the 8th 
inst. by His Majesty and the Princes of 
Li, Su, Hui, Tun and Kung. 

(3) Memorial from the Kuangsi Govern- 
ment on the proposed alteration in the 
law regarding the summary execution of 
brigands and other notorious offenders, 
It is represented that Kuangsi suffered 
from anarchy for more than twenty years, 
and even at the present time the pacifica- 
tion cannot be said to be complete, as the 
inaccessible country on the South and 
South-west affords secure hiding places to 
bands of marauders, who make periodical 
descents from their strongholds, carry off 
women, and plunder and pillage at will. 
It is therefore requested that the present 
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regulations may be continued in force, 
ander which it is lawful for an offender 
of the above-mentioned class, after the 
sanction of the Governor has been obtained, 
to be summarily executed at the scene of 
his crime by the Prefect or Department 
Magistrate. 

February 5th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Ch‘un, and Shen Pao-ching, 
Treasurer of Fuhkien, had Audience. 

(1) A Decree. With reference to the 
charges recently brought against Wan 
Ch‘ing-li, President of the Board of Civil 
Office, we have now received the report 
called for from the President of the Cen- 
sorate. As tothe charge that Wan Ch ‘ing-li 
communicated his intention to his secre- 
taries and would not listen to the remon- 
strances of his colleagues, and the statement 
with regard to the draft finally produced by 
him, the report is not sufficiently exhaus- 
tive. Such an omission argues great care- 
lessness on the part of T‘ung Hua. Let 
him submit a supplementary and complete 
report to Us on the matter. 

(2) A Decree issued by the Empress, 
constituting Tsai Huang, son of the Prince 
of Kung, an Imperial Duke* of the fourth 
deyree ; and Tsai Kuang, son of the Prince 
of Ch‘un, an Imperial Duke of the second 
degree. 

(3) A Decree, accepting the resignation 
of En-ying, Director of the Grand Court 
of Revision, on the score of ill health. 

(4) The Governor of Kuangsi requests 
permission to dismiss Kung Ch‘i-fan, 
Magistrate of the Hsi-lung Department, 
for neglecting to post proclamations refer- 
ring to a reduction in the lekin levy in his 
jurisdiction. Granted by Rescript. 

__ February 6th.—A Decree. Pao-yiin begs 
to be allowed to resign his duties in con- 
nection with the Grand Council and the 
Hanlin on the plea of feebleness and in- 
capacity. Pao-yiin’s services have extended 
over many years, but his vitality is still 
unimpaired. There are now questions of 
great difficulty pending, and it is just at 
this time that he should exert himself to 
make some return for Our kindness to 
him. Let Pao-yiin wait until his leave 
has expired, and then immediately return 
to his duties: he will not be allowed to 
relinquish them. 

(2) The Board of Rites submit a list of 
the various ceremonies to be observed by 
His Majesty on New Year’s Day. Early 


* The Chinese is RA iA, 


Prince outside the eight privileged orders which, in the 
early years of the present dynasty, had access to the 
person of tho sovereign on all state uccasious, 
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in the morning the apartments of the 
Empress will be decorated in the usual 
manner, the instruments of music being 
arranged in their places but not played 
upon. His Majesty’s congratulatory 
address to the Empress will then be pre- 
sented by a Grand Secretary ; the congra- 
tulations of the Princes and high oflicials 
being merely forwarded to the Board of 
Rites for transmission to the Grand Secre- 
tariat. The Emperor will then assume the 
cloak and overcoat embroidered with the 
five-clawed dragon, and, at the head of 
all nobles and officials above the second 
degree of rank, will proceed to pay his 
respects at the Tzti-ning Kung ; while offi- 
cials and others below the first degree of 
rank, clad in cloaks on which are embroi- 
dered representations of the four-clawed 
dragon, and wearing their official overcoats, 
will stop outside the Wu-men and make 
their obeisances there. The various con- 
cubines (of four Emperors) will pay their 
respects at Tzii-ning Kung, wearing their 
ordinary: (not mourning) dresses. His 
Majesty will not receive the congratu- 
lations of his Ministers in person, but 
the latter will make their obeisances at 
different parts of the palace according to 
their rank. After the due performance 
of the above-mentioned observances, the 
Emperor will reassume a mourning garb, 
namely, a sable-skin coat and a necklace ; 
the Princes and Ministers will wear their 
uniform as described above, for the rest 
of the day. For three days preceding the 
New Year and three days following it, 
with the exception of 20th February, (the 
anniversary of the death of the Emperor 
Ch‘ien Lung when deep mourning will be 
worn), His Majesty will don the sable-skin 
coat without the necklace, and _ his 
Ministers their ordinary clothes, those 
who have the privilege of wearing a sable- 
skin coat, [viz:, the high officers of 
the Hanlin, the ‘Censorate, and the Im- 
perial Supervisorato of Instruction], ap- 
pearing in that garb. The usual banquet 
held at the Tzt-ning Kung on the 2nd of 
the moon will not take place. 

(3) The Memorial from Anhui on the 
proposed modification of the law of sum- 
mary execution. After commenting on 
the turbulent character of his proviucials 
and the numerous bands of marauders that 
from time to time spring into existence, 
the Governor decides that a reversion to 
the old law would be highly impolitic. 

(4) Li Yang-sheng, Brigade-General of 
the Fuhkien and Kuangtung Nan-ao Divi- 
sion, reports the conclusion of the annual 
cruise along the coast lying within his 
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jurisdiction. All was quiet in the places 
visited, and, on the expiry of the usual 
ten months, the General returned to his 
head-quarters. After a two months’ rest 
he will proceed to sea again.—Rescript: 
Noted. 

(5) The Governor of Fuhkien represents 
that, as the climate of Taiwan is greatly 
feared by the Chinese as being pestilential 
and unhealthy in the last degree, the staff 
of officials in employment there have been 
hitherto chosen from among such of the 
Fuhkien expectants and gentry as volun- 
teered for the service, due regard being 
had to their capacity for hard work and 
physical robustness. Important business 
is now proceeding in the island in connec- 
tion with coast defences, dredying of rivers, 
building of towns and bettering of rela- 
tions with the native inhabitants ; and the 
services of capable officers are urgently 
needed. Memorialist therefore proposes 
to select and despatch to Taiwan a new 
draft of experienced oflicials.—Rescript :— 
Noted. . 

February 7th.—(Court Circular.) Lin- 
shu and Hsiieh Yiin-sheng had audience 
for instructions on their departure for 
Kiangsu. Pao Chung-t‘ang returns thanks 
to His Majesty for not being allowed to 
resign his appointments. 

(1) A Decree of the Empress, directing 
the Prince of Ch‘un and the Ministers of 
the Presence to report on the draft rules 
for the maintenance of a better guard 
around the Palace lately submitted by 
Wén-shuo.—(See Gazette of 2nd February.) 

(2) A Decree, ordering the immediate 
decapitation of four prisoners, one of 
whom is a Palace eunuch, and the execution 
after the usual term of imprisonment of 
three others, for participation in a series of 
robberies from the Palace roofs, wherein 
caskets, [containing jewels and deposited in 
the centre of the roofs], some copper 
chains, and other valuables were lost. 
Strict search is to be made for the remain- 
ing members of the gang, and rewards are 
conferred upon the officers instrumental 
in effecting the late arrests. At the same 
time various penalties will be adjudged to 
the Commandants of the Vanguard and 
Guards’ Divisions, the Comptroller of the 
Imperial Household, and the officers and 
men who are shewn by the depositions of 
the prisoners in custody to have been on 
duty on the nights when the successive 
robberies were perpetrated. 

(3) The Governor General of Yiiunan 
and Kueichou reports a case of brutal ill- 
treatment of four Chinese by the Magistrate 
of Chiang-ch‘uan Hsien, a Mongol named 
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Wen-lun. A certain Haii Ju-lin had been 
expelled from the District by the magis- 
trate for disorderly behaviour, and deter- 
mined to be revenged on the maglstrate 
for this treatment. With this purpose iu 
view he persuaded Li Chiu-kao and three 
other of his acquaintances to lodge a com- 
plaint with the high authorities of the 
province to the effect that Wen-lun had 
been guilty of levying illegal requisitions 
upon the people for horses and men to 
look after them. The Prefect of Cheng- 
chiang was hereupon directed to inquire 
into the truth of this charge, and as search 
had to be made for Haiti Ju-lin, who had 
disappeared, and the Prefect was busy 
with an examination of hsiu-ts‘ai grad uates 
at Cheng-chiang, he handed over the four 
men for a preliminary hearing before 
Wen-lun. High words arose between the 
magistrate and his accusers in Court, and 
the former ordered 140 blows of the heavy 
bamboo to be then and there inflicted on each 
of the four men ; three of whom have since 
died from the injuries thereby received, 
while the fourth is permanently crippled. 
For the crime thus committed the magis- 
trate is liable to a punishment of 100 blows 
of the light bamboo with banishment for 
three years ; but, having falsely represented 
that the men came to their death by 
natural causes, he has been sentenced to 
military servitude in Tsitsihar, The Pre- 
fect will be committed to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty. 

February 8th.—(1) A Decree with re- 
ference to several Honan officials recently 
denounced by a Censor for venality and 
extortion. The report of the Governor, 
Mei Ch‘i-chao, has now been received, 
from which it appears that there is no 
evidence of acceptance of bribes by Chiang 
Haiin, an expectant Taotai, or of corrupt 
practices on the part of the expectant Pre- 
fect Ou Yang-lin. Some colour was, how- 
ever, given to the suspicion that attached 
to the Taotai by the fact that during the 
term of his acting appointment as Provincial 
Judge, his mother received various presents 
from minor ofticials on her birthday. Both 


. Officers, too, have been found wanting in 


that tact which should enable them to avoid 
giving cause of offence to their subordinates, 
and they are accordingly committed to the 
Board for the adjudication of a penalty. 
‘Lhe inquiry into the truth of the charges 
brought against the District Magistrate 
Chao Chi-ch‘eng will now be suspended, as 
that officer is dead. ‘The charges against 
the District Magistrate, Li Pu-yiin, have 
not been substantiated, but he has already 
been summoned to the Proviucial capital, 
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where he will be placed under official sur- 
veillance. 
[From this date the Gazette is published 


- only on alternate days.] 


February 9thand 10th.—(Court Circular.) 


: Hsiang Heng, ‘Tartar General’ of Ching- 


chou, paid his respects on his arrival at 
Peking. 

(1) A Decree, expressing the Imperial 
reyret at the death of Ch‘ien Pao-lien, 


Vice-President of the Board of Civil Office, 


and bestowing the usual posthumous dis- 
tinctions upon him. 

(2) A Decree, directing a strict inquiry 
into the state of repair of the Manchu 
barracks in different parts of Peking ; as it 
has been represented to His Majesty that 


. portions of the buildings have in many 
cases been thrown down, and the materials 


sold or pledged by the troops. 
(3) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin reports that he 


has set aside a sum of Tis. 15,000 from the 


lekin receipts of Kansuh, and put the same 


. out at interest ; the proceeds of which will 
.. go to form a fund for the endowment of the 


college at Lan-chou Fu. This institution, 


. which is the centre to which all the talent 
~ of the province converges, was formerly in 


possession of a fixed income, which dis- 
appeared during the Mohammedan rising. 
Since the pacification, its working expenses 
have been defrayed by private contributions 


. from Tso Tsung-t‘ang and from surplus 


military funds. This year Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
again forwarded money for its maintenance, 


_ Which was supplemented by a similar dona- 


tion from Memorialist. As a income de- 
rived from such sources must be somewhat 
precarious, Memorialist felt it his duty to 


_ devise some permanent endowment for the 


college. He proposes next year to investa 


" further sum of Tls. 5,000 diverted froin lehin 


_ receipts, and apply the proceeds to the same 


purpose. He mentions, in conclusion, 
that the library belonging to the college 
having been destroyed during the rebel- 
lion, he has purchased copies of the Thirteen” 


* Olussics, together with various historical 


‘ and other works, which he has presented 


to the institution.—Rescript: Let the 
Board take Note. 


(4) The Governor-General of the two 


~ Kuang Provinces reports that he has for- 


~ Canton. 





warded to Ticntsin, for transmission to 
Moukden, various mechanical appliances— 
in all, 112 articles,—manufactured at 
The cost of packiny, porterage, 
freight, and pay of the officials deputed to 
see that the goods are duly delivered 


* amounted, in all, to Tls. 2,913, which has 
. been defrayed from funds at the disposal 


of Kuangtung Board of Reorganization. 
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February 11-12th.—(Court Circular.) 
The Grand Secretary Pao paid his respects 
on the expiry of his leave. 

(1) A Decree. The Censor Li Yu-hua 
memorialises Us, deprecating the abolition 
or amalgamation of lekin collectorates 
unless after mature deliberation. The 
lekin impost is a temporary expedient for 
defraying military expenses, and the 
existence of an undue number of collector- 
ates canuot fail to distress the people. For 
this reason We have: repeatedly issued 
Decrees directing some of the stations to 
bé suppressed or incorporated with others, 
believing that the abolition of each succes- 
sive station would prove a gain to the 
people at large, and wishing, whilst collect- 
ing the fund, to deal as tenderly as 
possible with the contributors. The 
argument of the Censor that the tax is 
not oppressive to the merchant because 
it raises the priee of his wares, and 
not felt by the poorest classes as the 
quantity of the commodities consumed by 
them is almost inappreciable, displays a 
lamentable ignorance of the aims of good 
government. His propositions will not be 
entertained. Our high provincial officers 
will continue to do their best to correct 
any abuses that may have sprung up in 
connection with the levy of this tax. 

(2) Chi Shih-ch‘ang, Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the. Board of Ceremonies, is 
transferred in the same capacity to the 
Board of Civil Ottice. Hsii Keng-shen 


(a4 RF) is appointed Junior Vice- 


President of the Board of Ceremonies. 
Chou Chia-mei is directed to act as Senior 
Vice-President of the Censorate. 

(3) Wei Junz-kuang, Governor of Shansi, 
since transferred to Kiangsu, reports the 
result of an examination into certain 
charges brought ayainst Tai Shih-hsiang, an 
expectant assistant Department Magistrate. 
The official in question was in December 1880 
placed in charge of a /ekin collectorate at 
Pting-ting.Chou, and it is alleged that 
whilst occupying this post he was quilty of 
oppressive conduct towards the people, 
extensive malversations of public money 
and an assault upon a public official. 
Memorialist has carefully inquired into the 
truth of the two former charges and finds 
that they are not supported by evidence. 
As to the assault said to have been com- 
mitted upon an official, the following is a 
correct account of the affair. A cashiered 
District Mayistrate was returning home in 
company with a friend, when an underling 
connected with the cullectorate insisted on 
searching the carts in which he was travel- 


[Fes. 12—14. 





ling. The time being close.on night-fall, 
the ex-Magistrate became impatient of the 
delay, and a general altercation ensued, in 
the course of which he attacked one of the 
servants belonging to the establishment 
with a stick, The man ran behind Tai 
Shih-hsiang, who happened to come out 
in undress at the moment, for protection, 
and the latter received a blow on the 
shoulder, upon which he caused his assail- 
ant to be arrested, and handcuffed. Au 
explanation ensued almost immediately, 
and the prisoner was released and allowed 
to proceed on his journey. It appeared 
that during the altercation referred to, 
Wei Fu-nien had demanded 1500 cash for 
allowing the carts to pass, and had finally 
agreed to accept a smaller sum ; and for the 
offence of not previously ordering a careful 
inquiry into the character of the underlings 
employed by him, Tai Shih-hsiang has 
been committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. Wei Fu-nien has 
been sentenced to 100 blows and a month’s 
exposure in the cangue. 


February 13-14th.—(Court Circular). The 
Grand Secretariat presented a congratu- 
latory address to His Majesty. 

(1) A Decree, accepting the resignation 
* of Yin Chao-yung, Senior Vice President 
of the Board of Ceremonies, on the score 
of ill health. 

(2) A Decree, directing Mei Ch‘i-chao 
to assist Li Ho-nien, Governor of Honan, 
at a rehearing of the case of Hu T‘i-an, a 
criminal under sentence of decapitation, 
who still asserts his innocence. 

(3) A Decree, bestowing a second do- 
nation. of 300 piculs of rice upon a charit- 
able institution in the Chang I Street. 

(4) Chang Yiin-ch‘ing, Junior Vice Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works, is appuiuted 
Senior Vice President of the Board of 


Ceremonies, and Sun Yii-wen (ERIK) 


is appointed to the Junior Vice Presidency 
thus vacated. 

(5) A Decree. Tso Tsung-t‘ang has 
submitted to us an ontline of the cases 
into which We direc'ed him to institute 
inquiry (in Hupei). Let the expectant 
taotai Yang Tsung-lien be dismissed the 
public service and placed upon his trial. 
Let Ho Wei-chien, Intendant of the Han 
Huang Té Circuit, vacate his post at once 
aud proceed to Peking to have Audience 
of Us. Let LiChien, expectant sub-prefect, 
be placed under the close scrutiny of the 
Governor of Hupei. Tso Tsung-t‘ang will 
report to Us more.fully on the other ques- 
tions involved. 
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Ji), argues in favour of its retention, 


(6) A Decree. T‘ung Hua has now 
submitted to Us a fuller report on the 
charges preferred against Wan Ch‘ing-li. 
He represents that when the appointment of 
Teng T‘ien-fu was suggested, the secretaries 
of the Board of Civil Office duly pointed out 
to their chiefs that there were technical 
objections to the nomination, and after the 
usual deliberation it was disallowed. When 
the Board of War subsequently wrote to 
ask the reasons for this decision, the 
archives of the Board of Civil Office were 
once more examined, and an old precedent 
was discovered in which the conditions 
were identical with those now under con- 
sideration and the appointment had never- 
theless been sanctioned. The Presidents 
were apprised of this discovery, and at 
once gave their sanction to the appoint- 
ment of Teng T‘ien-fu. The allegation 
that Wan Ch‘ing-li imparted his designs 
to the Secretaries and shut his ears to the 
remonstrances of his colleagues, and the 
story of the draft finally produced by him, 
are entirely without foundation. This case 
has now been duly investigated and need 
not be further pursued. The Secretaries 
of the Board, for their negligence in not 
discovering at once the existence of a simi- 
lar precedent, will have their names _re- 
corded for punishment ; and the authorities 
of the Board will at once take steps to 
render the rules affecting appointments 
systematic and uniform. 

(7) A Decree, directing the trial and 
severe punishment of sixteen guilty of the 
offence of gambling inside one of the 
Government barracks at Peking. 

(8) Wén Lin (SCHR) is continued an- 
other year in his appointment as Superin- 
tendent of the Imperial Manufactory at 
Nanking. 

(9) Postscript Memorial from Wei Yung- 
kuang, in reference to the statements made 
to the Throne by the Censor Chang Kuan- 
chun, [himself a native of Shansi], on the 
exactions and annoyances said to be 
practised at the lekin sub-station of 
Huai-shnu-p‘u in-the department of P‘ing- 
ting, Shansi. The Censor, as appears 
from the present Memorial, advocates 
the removal of the Sub-Collectorate in 
question ; but the Governor following the 


report of his Finance Committee ee fai 


He observes that the system of lekin col- 
lectorates was established in Shan-hsi in 
1859, and that ever since it has been found 
impossible to do without it. It is true 
that the goods imported into a province 
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shut in by mountains and with no water 
communication are all things of daily use, 
necessaries of life from which little revenue 
is to be raised, and that consequently the 
total yearly revenue from excise of the 
province amounts only to some 100,000 
taels, less than would be yielded by a 
single city in the southern and eastern 
provinces; but nevertheless this small 
source of revenue, made smaller still by 
the late famine, has to be drawn upon to 
provide pay for the Army of the West. 
As regards the manner of collecting the 
inland excise, it is strictly in accordance 
with the regulations laid down by the 
Board. There is moveover a system of 
Transit Certificates, by which payment is 
maade at the principal lekin station, and a 
pass issued for the sub-collectorates. This 
certificate or pass is presented at such sub- 
collectorate by the merchant, and, after 
inspection by the proper officers, is laid 
by. At the end of tho year all certificates 
are sent in to the provincial capital to be 
examined exactions being sostrictly guarded 
against, there has for more than twenty 
years been no case of oppressive conduct 
ona large scale. The Huai-shu-p‘u sub- 
station referred to by the Censor com- 
mands the great bridle-road from Chih-li, 
and if it were abolished, then goods from 
Chih-li would have in future to enter 
Shan-hsi by the cart-roads, and there 
would be no need for keeping up, what 
would thus be rendered useless, the excise 
station at Niang-tzii Kuan (on the same 
bridle route.) Moreover, if, as proposed, 
the lekin stations for goods imported from 
Chih-li were to be abolished, then, in 
common justice, those which command 
the roads from Shén-hsi, Kan-su and the 
North, as well as from Ho-nan, should be 
removed. The Censor’s remark that ‘as 
the receipts are small the barrier may be 
done away with’ would seem to show an 
ignorance on his part of the particular 
reasons which render the lekin revenue a 
necessity for Shan-hsi. He seems to forget 
too that the removal he proposes would 
create serious exeitement at the other 
barriers, and would have a disastrous effect 
on the head station of Niang-tza Kuan. And 
so Memorialist after long deliberation is of 
opinion that the removal of the barrier 
should be postponed. He will, however, 
take care that strict orders are issued to 
, prevent exaction on the part of the Cus- 
toms’ officers at this and other stations, so 
that no one shall venture to destroy or 
damage the trader’s property under pre- 
tence of search for contraband goods. 
Thus, while securing the supplies for the 
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military chest, due consideration will be 
shewn to the travelling merchant. 

(10) Postscript memorial from the same 
officer, in answer to the allegations of the 
same Ceusor respecting the impressing of 
horses, carts and drivers, for the Govern- 
ment postal service in Shan-hsi. The 
matter was in accordance with an Imperial 
Decree, referred to the provincial Reorga- 
nisation Committee, who now send in their 
report. From this it appears that the 
regulation number of horses and carts 
supplied for the postal service by Govern- 
ment was long ago found to be inadequate, 


and recourse was had to the assistance 


of. the people... All this was reported to 
the Throne at the time; but since 
then many abuses have sprung up in con- 
nection with the system. For instance, 
when an officer on special duty passes 
through a district, the yamén underlings 
have been in the habit of overstating the 
number of conveyances required by him, 
or have sent in requisitions for horses and 
vehicles where none were wanted. The 
official himself too has been guilty of 
demanding ten carts where one would have 
sufficed, and exacting the equivalent of the 
nine in money. It has even happened that 
conveyances thus impressed have been 
driven so far beyond the usual stage that 
their owners have had to dispose of them 
to pay the travelling expenses for their 
own return journey. Thus, what was at 
first an act of voluntary assistance on the 
part of the people, became a more op- 
pressive burden than a legally enforced 
impost, and, as the Censor represents, 
men had to pull down their houses, fell 
their trees, and their wives out to service, 
and sell their children, to satisfy its 
demands. This state of things came in- 
cidentally under the notice of the late 
Governor, Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, while ad- 
ministering the famine relief fund; and 
through his instrumentality a set of rules 
was framed, by which an office for regulat- 
ing the supply of conveyances was estab- 
lished in every district. A daily register 
was kept of all horses, drivers, and carts 
furnished, and a monthly return of ex- 
penses was pub'ished. Places where no 
such office was established were made to 
contribute their quota of the expenses ; 
and any infringement of the regulations 
subjected the offender to summary punish- 
ment, Inthe Northern parts of the pro- 
vince there is also a system of rates levied 
on houses of business for the same pur- 
pose, but those districts appear to be 
free from the irregularities the Censor 
complains of. His remarks have especial 





reference to the mule stations at Ling-shih 
and Ping-ting, aud without doukt abnses 
have crept in to the management of these 
establishments, —‘ baguayve animals’ in his 
own words ‘belonyiny to travelling mer- 
chants have been detained and sold.’ At 
the same time, if the burden of providing 
beasts were suddenly transferred from the 
merchants to the people, there would be 
general dissatisfaction ; whilst it is obvious 
that the official class, with their slender 
anti-extortion allowances, are not in a po- 
sition to maintain a forwarding agency of 
this description. Apart from this, in the 
hill country no animals or carts are procur- 
able at any price, except those the merchant 
brings with him. Memorialist is now en- 
gaged in a strict inquiry into the working 
of the present system, and he will take care 
that any new regulations promulgated by 
him are faithfully observed by those to 
whom they relate. ; 

February 15th and 16th.—(1) A Decree, 
expressing the anxiety of the Emperor at 
the prolonged absence of snow, and direct- 
ing a further series of prayers to be offered 
up to that end. in which His Majesty and 
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the Princes of Li, Kung, Su, Hui and Tun ~ 


will take part. 

' (2) En Ch‘eng reports the capture of 13 
men implicated in the recent robberies 
from the Palace buildings. The rinvleader 
of the gang appears to have been a certain 
Yiian Ta-ma; and his plan was first con- 
_ ceived and imparted to his men at an 
opium house kept by a eunnch named 
Hsii Shih-hsiang inside the Yellow city. 
Their first expedition started from this 
point on the night of 3rd Auenst, 1880, 
and was directed to the Wu Mén. They 
ascended ‘the wall by one of the sloping 
paths close to the Tung Hua Gate and, 
having reached the Wu Men, they con- 
structed a rude ladder from the poles and 
printing apparatus they found inside the 
building, and by means of it climbed up 
the outside and removed four copper 
characters from aslab in the front of the 
loft. They then returned to the opium 
house with the loot, which they sold on 
the next day at a copper shop in the Chin- 
ese city. Their subsequent proceedings 
closely resembled their first venture. They 
rendezvoused regularly at the opium-house, 
and from that base of operations effected 
entrances into different parts of the Palace 
Grounds, climbing on to the roofs by 
means of the ladder, and carrying off 
copper tiles and chains, caskets containing 
coins aud jewellery, and other valuables, 
which they disposed of from time to 
time at the same copper-shop. Up to the 
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time of their arrest they had made in all 
twelve or more such expeditions ; the Wu 
Mén, the T‘ai Hou Tien, the Tfai Hon 
Mén, the Tung Hua Mén, the Tzi Ning 
Kung, and the Shou K‘ang Kung being in 
turn the scenes of their depredations. On 
one occasion a dispute arose between Ytian 
Ta-ma and another of the gang, in the 
course of which the latter was seriously 
wounded by a blow from a. pole, and was 
secreted for a long time at the opium- 
house until cured of his wounds. An 
accident eventually occurred to Wang Wa, 
one of the band; for the ladder on which 
he was mounting broke, and he fell to the 
ground fracturing his shoulder. His com- 
rades contrived to lower him from the 
wall by means of a rope, but they left a 
portion of the broken ladder inside the 
courtyard of the Tzi Ning Kung where 
the accident happened, and the discovery 
of this led to a vigorous search and the 
ultimate arrest of 13 of their number, 
including the eunuch and Hou Shan-hsiang 
the receiver of the stolen property. Me- 
morialist has examined all the prisoners, 
and the majority have confessed without 
reservation to the part borne by them 
in the robberies. Amongst the articles 
enumerated as stolen by them were sixty- 
two large copper nails from the Gate of 
the Tzi Ning Kung, and filings from the 
large copper gilt ornament surmounting 
ove portion of the Tung Hua Mén, 
two or three ounces of this, as a rule, 
representing the night’s work of one man. 
After commenting on the enormity of their 
offence, Memorialist begs that the Board 
of Punishmenta may be directed to examine 
them unsparingly and punish them with 
the utmost severity. Strict search widl at 
the same time be made for the members of 
the wang who are still at large.—For Re- 
script see Guzette of 30th January. 

February 17-20th. — (Court Circular, 
17th February). Wulahsich‘ungah, Pre- 
sident of the Censorate, returned thanks 
for the honour of having been invited to a 
sacrificial feast by His Majesty. 

(Court Circular, 18th February, New 
years Day). The Prince of Tun returned 
thanks for the present of a purse contain- 
ing eight precions stones. The Board of 
Astronomy report that the wind set from 
the en (N.E.) quarter, presaging longevity 
and plenteous harvests. . 

(1) A Decree. Wulahsich‘ungah has 
returned thanks to Us for an invitation to 
partake of a sacrificial feast. Wulah‘ungah’s 
name, however, dves not appear on the 
list of gnests approved of by Us, and, in 
thus thauking Us, he has been guilty of a 
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great piece of carelessness. Let him be 
eommitted to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty. 

(2) Mei Ch‘i-chao, Director-General of 
the Yellow River, prays that an expectant 
District Magistrate, by name Chiang Hsi- 
fan; who is now awaiting employment in 
Chékiang, may be directed to proceed to 
Qhi-ning Chou and hold himself ready 
for employment in connection with the 
Yellow River works. The officer in ques- 
tion is a provincial graduate of Fulikien 
and well known to Memorialist when 
Governor of Chékiang. He created a 
favourable impression in the Governor's 
mind at first sight, and was offered the 
charge of a likin collectorate, which how- 
ever he firmly declined, saying that the 
appoiutment was not adapted to men of a 
scholarly turn of mind. He was afterwards 
nominated overseer of the Board for con- 
struction of mechanical appliances, and 
this appointment he accepted, remarking 
that though the work verged on the com- 
mon and rendered the incumbent an easy 
mark for calumny, yet in view of the 
pressing necessity for improved coast 
defences, it presented a fair tield of action 
for a zealous oflicer. After taking up his 
appointment, he devoted himself with 
untiring application to his new duties, 
residing on the premises belonging to 
the Board, and superintending every- 
thing in person. The Chinese forces gar- 
risoning Chehkiang at that time were 
armed only with gingals capable of carry- 
ing 130 paces and foreign muzzie-loading 
guus sighted for 200 years. Chiang Hsi- 
fan manufactured and supplied to them 
breech-loading rifles sighted for long 
ranges, and he alsu greatly improved the 
etticiency of the small field pieces employed 
by the broops, by causing them to be con- 
structed of better tempered metal. Me- 
morialist wishing to test these field pieces 
caused one to be fixed to the mast of a 
steam vessel and fired, and found that they 
were ten ties more serviceable and ac- 
curate than the kind heretofore in use. 
The torpedoes and other munitions of 
war turned out by the officer in question 
also reflected great credit upon his skill 
aud ingenuity. Memorialist at one time 
executed a model of a small steamer three 
feet long with water-light compartments 


(AK AER) to prevent its sinking after a 


cullision ; and the office in question made 
the requisite trigonometrical calculations 


AVRAK, and caused a steamship 


90 teet luug to be constructed on the same 
principle by a foreign firm at Shanghai, | 
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which when completed he himself navi- 
gated through very rough weather from 
Woosung to Chehkiang. When the price 
of the vessel, ‘T'ls. 9,000, was handed over 
to the contractors, he declined to profit by 
the difference of the exchange, and placed 
to the public account the saving thus 
He has also been in the habit of 
scrupulously returning anything over from 
the incidental allowances issued to him, 
for the benefit of ‘expectants’ at present 
without employment or salary. Memo- 
rialist feels sure that Chiang Hasi-fan‘s 
qualifications, as above described, will be 
of the highest value in the new sphere of 
action to which it is requested he may 
now be transferred.—Sanctioned by Decree 
earlier issued. 

February 21st-22nd.—(A Decree in an- 
swer to a memorial by Li Ming-ch‘ih, late 
Governor of Hunan. ‘That oflicer some 
time since reudered the navigation of the 
Tuny-t‘ing lake much safer by digging a 
canal at its eastern extremity to carry off 
its surplus waters. He now represents 
that the embankments at To-kan Chou, on 
the western side of the lke, are of the 
greatest importance and staud in need of 
continual repair, The Governor-General 
of Hukuang and the Governor of Hunan 
are therefore directed to take immediate 
steps to this end, 

February 23rd-24th.—(1) Lin Chao-yuan 
reports that Nieh Ting-chung who was 
some time since removed from his appoint- 
ment as magistrate of Au-p‘ing Haien, on 
account of his tender aye and lack of 
experience, has now served another year of 
probation, in the course of which he has 
given evidence of great carefulness and 
aptitude for -work. It is therefore re- 
quested that he may ayain be placed ou 
the list of utticials qualified for active em- 
ployment,—Granted by Rescript. ~ 

(2) The Censor Liu Chih-p‘ing represents 
that, when recently engayed in the arrange- 
ment of the records of the Ming Dynasty, 
he observed a passave to the effect that in 
the 9th year of the Emperor Ch‘ung Chen 
(:637) when the Manehu forces passed 
through Hsi-feng Kou and laid siege to 
Chifang-p‘iny Chou, a heroic resistance was 
offered by Wang Cl.au-k‘un, a Supervising 
Censor who had thrown himself into the 
place. The city was finally taken by as- 
sault, and the Censor fell mortally wounded 
by four arrows and two sword-cuts. When 
the annals of the Ming Dynasty were com- 
piled in the reign of Ciuvien Lung, the 
names of Wang and his brave comrades 
obtained a place in the record. Memo- 
rialist observes, however, that although 
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the heroism of the officers in question is 
recounted in the State archives, their names 
are not among the herocs worshipped at the 
local temple at Ch‘ang-p‘ing Chou. He 
requests that His Majesty will at once give 
orders to have their names inserted in the 
temple calendar.—His request has been 
aanctioned by Decree earlier issued. 
February 25th and 26th.—(1) Shang- 
hsien, Expositor of the Hanlin, memo- 
rialises the Throne on the expediency of 
widening the avenues of official advance- 
ment. After adverting to the salutary 
abolition of the purchase system and the 
great impetus thus given to study, he begs 
to submit for the Imperial consideration 
four regulations by which still further en- 
couragement will be given to the scholar 
“and the constant complaint of unrewarded 
talent be lessened. He points out, in the 
first place, that the husband designate or 
the widower of an Princess, be he graduate 
or licentiate, is disqualified, so long as 
he retains his rank, from competing at the 
examinations for the higher degrees. 
The reason is that an officer of so exalted 
a rank would, it is feared, lose in 
dignity by stepping down to compete with 
candidates socially below him. But the 
husband of an imperial princess is chosen 
by especial reference to his physical and 
mental gifts, and it is surely an anomaly that 
he should be deprived by his marriage of 
the greatest incentive to cultivate the latter. 
Memorialist therefore suggests that hence- 
forward the husband designate of an Im- 
perial Prince’s daughter may, with certain 
unimportant exceptions which ke specifies, 
be allowed to compete at the Metropolitan 
examinations. ‘Those to whom this per- 
mission is accorded will resign their official 
emoluments and enter the lists on the 
same footing as ordinary competitors. 
Secondly, since the prodigious develop- 
ment of the purchase and the recommend- 
ation systems, the path of official advance- 
ment has been obstructed by a network of 
petty regulations aud restrictions, which 
disqualify officers of a certain. class from 
taking further part in the competitions. 
If, for instance, the candidate has obtained 
his footing in the service by purchase and 
has subsequently been advanced in it by 
recommendation, or vice versa, the Academy 
of Learning refuse him permission to com- 
pete at the examinations. Candidates be- 
longing to other classes, too, labour under 
a variety of technical disabilities, the ex- 
istence of which, in many cases, only 
becomes known to them after they have 
undertaken a long and expensive journey 
to Peking, To remvve these vexatious 


Google 


restrictions Memorialist advocates a return 
to the old and simple law by which all 
expectant oflicials who have not held an 
acting appointment, are free to enter their 
names at the Provincial or Metropolitan 
competitions. Thirdly officers of the sixth 
degree of hereditary nobility downwards, 
are now deterred from competing by a fear 
of possible loss of their title should they do 
so. It is proposed that the old law be 
enunciated afresh, by which such officials 
are by virtue of their title eligible for the 
triennial competitions, and can take the 
usual degrees without prejudice to their 
nobility. WMemorialist points out in con- 
clusion that officials who have purchased 
the decree of chien sheng since the year 
1875, and have paid the usual three-fifths 
of the purchase money are now required 
to make good the remaining two-fifths 


‘before they are admitted to the triennial 


competitions. This is often too heavy a 
tax on their resources, and they are re- 
luctantly compelled to forego their chance 
of promotion by this means. It is re- 
quested that as this class of candidates 
is growing smaller every day, the extra 
payment may be no longer demanded of 
them. The revenue thus lost tu the state 
will be next to nothing, and the candidates 
will be enabled to raise funda for their 
travelling expenses to Peking. 

The suggestions of the Expositor have 
been referred by Rescript to the Board 
concerned, 

- February 27-28th.—(1) A Decree, direct- 
ing a uumber of minor officials in Kuang- 
tung to be dismissed or degraded on account 
of incapacity, oppression, and other offences. 
(2) Wei-ch‘ing is directed to return to 


Peking, and Ao-li, (%} fq), Reader of the 
Grand Secretariat, tu proceed to Tibet as 
Assistant Resident. ° 

(3) ‘he Governor of Yiinnan, in obedi- 
ence to a Decree dated August 26th 1881, 
submits his report on the lekin collectorates 
in his province. Following the representa- 
tion of the committee of the head lekin 
collectorate, he shews at the outset some 
seventy stations were established in Yiin- 
nan, the number not being deemed exces- 
sive cunsidering the vast extent and difti- 
cult nature of the country. During subse- 
quent years frequent instructions were 
received to inquire into the working of the 
collectorates, aud abolish such as were op- 
pressive to the people and of no real benefit 
to the revenue. Partly on account of these 
instructions, and partly for local reasons, 
about fifty of thestations have been abolished 
or incorpoiated with others, leaving only 
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twenty-five to receive the lekin revenue 
from an area embracing fourteen prefec- 


. tures and eighty-five smaller administrative 


- divisions. 


The receipts and disbursements 


. at each of these establishments, -together 
. with the names of the officers from time to 
: time in charge of them, have always been 


embodied in the annual returns made .to 
the Board. Memorialist submits that the 
lekin receipts in Yiinnan are small as com- 


. pared with other provinces, and the num- 


ber of collectorates is barely sufficient to 
ensure that the tax is paid by all merchan- 


, dise proceeding inland. The subject is one 


that has always engaged his careful atten- 
tion, and he will in future be even more 


; Severe in enacting measures to prevent 


abuses at the collectorates. At the same 


: time he is of opinion that their number 


caunot be further reduced without detri- 
ment to the ;ublic revenue.—Rescript<. 


; Noted. 7 


(4) The Governor of Anhui represents 


that the block in his province, caused by 


the evormous number of ‘ expectants,’ still 
continues ; and prays that during the forth- 
coming year. only the usual number of 
officials ‘belonging to the proper path’ 
may be forwarded to him ; to the exclusion 


, of those who have obtained official rank by 


recommendation or purchase.—Rescript : 


—Let the Board of Civil Office take note. 


March 1-2nd.—(Court Circular.) The 
Governor of Shuntien reports a snow-fall 
of over five inches in the Metropolitan 
District, 

(1) A Decree, returning thanks for the 
late fall of snow, and announcing His 
Majesty’s intention to proceed in person to 
the Ta-kao Tien to offer up his acknowledg- 
ments, The various Imperial Princes and 
Dukes will repair to the other state temples 
for a similar purpose, and it is now hoped 
that there will be no lack of seasonable 
moisture to comfort the heart of the agri- 
culturist during the sowing-season. ‘I'he 
altar will be at once removed from the Ta- 
kao Tien, and the usual rewards will be 
distributed among the Tavist priests who 
have been officiating there. 

(2) The Board of Punishments reports 
the trial and sentence pronounced upon 
the men implicated in the recent robberies 
from the Palace. The ringleaders have 
been sentenced to summary decapita- 
tion under the law which prescribes this 
punishment for those guilty of theft inside 
the Palace precincts. By the law regard- 
ing Palace eunuchs addicted to the vice of 
opium smoking, Hsii Shih-hsiang has been 
sentenced to decapitation after the usual 


periud of imprisunment ; but as his offence | 
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was greatly aggravated by his venturing to 
open a sthoking house and harbour thieves, 
it is requested that he may be summarily 
executed. No particulars were elicited at 
the trial, beyond those already established 
at the preliminary hearing before the Ottice 
of Gendarmerie (for a resumé of which see 
Gazette for 15th and 16th February.) 

March 3rd and 4th.—(1) The Superin- 
tendent of Jehole reports that the public 
money expended by him last year amounted 
in all to Tls. 9,236 ; including pensions to 
widows of Bannermen, cost of correspon- 
dence, repairs to Palace walls, pay of 
overseers, aud minor items. The above 
expenses are provided for by the interest 
of Tis. 80,000 yranted by the Emperor 
Chia Ch‘ing in 1794, and there remains at 
present a balance of Tis. 4.568, which will 
be duly carried forward and shewn in next 
year’s accounts. 

- March 5th and 6th.—(1) A Decree, dis- 
missing a number of Yiiunan officials, from 
the rank of Sub-prefect downwards, on the 
representation of the Governor-General. 

(2-3) The two reports of T‘ung Hua, 
President of the Censorate, with reference 
to the recent denunciation of Wan Ch‘ing- 
li; the first being the one with which His 
Majesty expressed himself dissatistied, and 
the second the fuller report called for. 
The substance of both has already appeared 
in an Imperial Decree published in the 
Gazette of 13th February, which see. 

(4) Memorial from the Censor Li Yi- 
hua, deprecating the aboliticn or amalya- 
mation of lekin collectorates. He pvints 
out that it is not the tax itself that is 
oppressive to the people, but rather the 
abuses which have crept into the collection. 
These should not, he maintains, be made 
ground for the abolition of the tax, any 
more than the abuses which are.inseparable 
from the collection of the land tax should 
be taken as an argument that the impost is 
oppressive and should be removed. Money 
has to be raised in some way, and no way 
has as yet been indicated which is. prefer- 
able to the lekin levy. The merchant does 
not suffer by having to pay this impoat ; 
for it raises the price of his wares : neither 
are the people at large inconvenienced ; 
for lehin is levied either on articles of 
luxury, the purchasers of which, (Memori- 
alist here specially excludes foreign opium 
from his argument),—being in well-to-do 
circumstauces, are willing to pay a high 
price; or on the necessaries of life such as 
salt and cloth, the quantity of which pur- 
chased yearly by the poorest classes is so 
small that the difference of price caused 
by the imposition of lekin is almost inap- 
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It is only the abuses practised 


preciable. 

in connection with the levy that render it 
a heavy burden. ‘These may be classified 
under fonr heads; the illegal perquisities 
of the officers in charge of the collector- 
ates, the exactions of their subordin- 
ates, the unlimited power of inflicting 
fines which is lodged in their hauds, 
and the absence of any guarantee that 
merchandise shall be inspected at once 
on arrival at the barrier. Were reform 
under these four heads effected the tax 
would be cheerfully paid by all concerned. 
Wholesale abolition of collectorates, on the 
other hand, defeats its own ends, for un- 
scrupulous traders convey their goods by 
unfrequented routes and so avoid payment 
altogether. In this way the lekin receipts 
of Yiinnan shewed last year a falling-off of 
considerably over 100,000 taels. Abolition 
of lekin in the East was one of the few 
errors committed by T'séng Kuo-fan, and 
rendered necessary, what otherwise might 
have been avoided, the expedient of a 
foreign loan to defray the military expenses 
in the West. Memorialist concludes by 
representing that the tax has now been 
many years in existence and is not un- 
popular with the traders or the people, and 
he begs His Majesty to instruct the Pro- 
vincial Governments not to lightly sanction 
the abolition of auy collectorate, but rather 
to take steps to eradicate the abuses above 
adverted to. He would further suggest 
that the standing force of irregulars now 
maintained in the central provinces be 
disbanded, and the whole of the lekin re- 
ceipts furwarded periodically to Pekiny.— 
For Rescript disapproving of the Censor’s 
suguestions, see Gazette of Feb. 11th. 

Marcel 7th-8th.—(1) A Decree. directing 
Sheng Ch‘i, an Assistant Deputy Chamber- 
lain, to be committed to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty, fur the otfence 
of coming to the Palace at noon ou a recent 
occasion, instead of at 8 o’clock as the law 
prescribes. High Officers on duty at the 
Palace are warned to be punctual in their 
attendance, under pain of prompt punish- 
ment. a 

(2) A Decree, directing strict inquiry 
into abuses connected with last year’s issue 
of Government rice, and ordering the 
instant arrest and trial of Chang Feng-i, 
Chao Yung-ch‘iian, and Lin Erh, under- 
lings employed at the granaries. 

(3) The Governor of Honan reports the 
capture and death from a self-infl:cted 
wound of Lu Lii-'zii, a rebel chief who had 
lony been unsucessfully sought for. 

March 9-1L0th.—(1) Li Ho-ien begs that 
a high ofticer may be appointed to assist at 
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the rehearing of the case of Hu TF‘i-an, for 
the delay in the settlement of which, un- 
worthy motives have been imputed to him 
by a Censor. 

(2) The Censors Molokengoh and Ko 
Ching report the arrest of 16 men dis 
covered gambling in the goverument Bar- 
racks in the Kuan-erh hu-t’ung. The chief 
of the party, however, an Imperial clans- 
man named Tu-san, managed to escape, 
and it is now requested that strict orders 
may be issued to secure him. 

(3) En-fu, Acting Military Governor of 
Moukden, reports a case in which a soldier 
accidentally shot his commanding officer. 
Heny-au, a cavalry soldier, had a quarrel 
of long standing with a fellow-soldier named 
A-erh-feng-ah on the subject of a horse 
once lent by the former to the latter’s 
brother, who was shortly afterwards killed 
in action. A good deal of soreness had 
been caused by reference to this subject, 
and on one occasion Heng-an had been 
beaten for the irritation he displayed in the 
presence of his superiors during an inquiry 
into the causes of the dispute. After a 
long separation the two soldiers were once 
more quartered in the same neighbourhood, 
and A-erh-feng-ah took an early opport- 
unity of sending a message to Heng-an to 
effect that he had plenty more yet to say 
on the old subject. This message so ex- 
asperated the other that he put a loaded 
pistol in his sleeve and proceeded to A- 
erh-feng-ah’s quarters, where he took his 
stand and awaited the return of his enemy. 
A-erh-feng-ah svon appeared, leading a 
horse and walking belind Ch‘eng-ling, the 
captain of the division; whereupon Heng-an 
fired. striking Ch‘eng-lingin thestomach and 
mortally wounding him, Before he had 
time to reload, A-erh-feng-ah had jumped 
on to the horse and galloped off. There 
being no law which precisely meets the 
prisoner’s case, Memorialist has sentenced 
him to summary decapitation with ex- 
posure of the head, and as the case is one 
of more than ordinary gravity, he has 
taken upon himself to give effect to the 
sentence without wailing for the Imperial 
sanction. A-erh-feng-al has been sentenced 
to 100 blows. 

March 11th.—(1) A Decree, dismissiny a 
number of Szechuen otlicials for rapacity 
and incompetence. 

(2) The Governor of Shensi, Feng Yi- 
chi, reports that certain suspicious circum- 
stauces concerning 8  Brigade-General 
named Hsieh Cheng-el‘iu having come to 
the knowledge of the authorities, a servant 
of the Geueral’s was arrested and interro- 
gated as to the existence at his master’s 


committed them to the flames. 
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house of a counterfeit seal and a block 
used for printing spurious bank-notes. He 
deposed that he had observed the articles 
mentioned, and officers were thereupon 
sent to take possession of: them. They 
were met by Hsieh Cheng-ch‘iu, who ex- 
plained to them that the seal and block 
had been hidden in his house by the 


i servant whom they had been interrogating ; 


he himself had lately discovered them and 
There 
were certain discrepancies, however, in his 
statement ; and it appeared strange that if 
the articles really belonged to his servant 
he should have been in such a hurry to 
burn them instead of handing them over 
to the proper authorities. It is therefore 
requested that, to facilitate the investiga- 
tion, the General may be, as a first 
step, deprived of his rank; and that 
an expectant sub-prefect by name Chung 
Shu-hasien, a man of a mercenary disposi- 
tion and very intimate with the General, 
may be also cashiered and placed on his 
trial.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) T‘an Chiin-p‘ei reports the destruc- 
tion by fire of the central building of the 
Confucian temple at Ch‘ang-chou Hsien, 
Kiangsu. Flames were seen issuing from 
the building af 4 am. on the 13th of 
January, and the alarm was at once given, 
It was found impossible, however, to ex- 
tinguish the fire, as it had already made 
great way owing to a high wind that was 
blowing at the time. The side buildings 
luckily escaped injury, and no casualties to 
life occurred. Memorialist represents that 
he has been unable to discover the oriyin 
of the fire, though he has strictly inter- 
rogated the servants connected with the 
temple. Steps have been taken for the 
immediate rebuilding of the parts destroyed, 
and the necessary expenses will be defrayed 
by public contributions. 

March 12th.—{1) Chou Fu ( Jf] if) is 
appointed Customs Taotai at Tientsin. 

(2) T’an Chung-lin, Governor-General of 
Shan-kan, reports that he started from 
Chékiang to take up his appointment on 
the 29th of November last. He travelled 
by water as far as Cli‘ing-chiang, and from 
that point continued his journey overland. 
Ou December 24th he met ‘T'so Tsung-t‘ang 
at Ciieng-chou, and had a conversation 
with him extending over four hours, in the 
course of which he acquired a general idea 
of the state of affairs in the North West. 


~ He arrived at Lan-chou Fu on the 21st of 


| January, and took over the seals of oftice 


office of the next day. After observing 
tuat the country now committed to his 
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charge is still far from being as prosperous 
as it was before the disturbances, the 
Governor-General promises to do his best 
to husband and develop its resources. Ho 
mentions, in conclusion that on his journey 
he experienced a fall of snow at Hsii-cheu 
Fu and Hsi-an Fu. The country traversed 
was exceedingly quiet, and the young crops 
were coming up well, ; 

(3) Feng Yii-chi, Governor of Shensi, 
represents that within the District of Mei 
there is a mountain 290 li high, called 
T‘ai Po. On its summit is a temple at 
which three local divinities are worshipped 
and have rewarded their votaries for many 
generations by signs of supernatural inter- 
position, In 1775 the then Governor of 
Shensi prayed His Majesty the Emperor 
Ch‘ien Lung to bestow a tille on the tem- 
ple, pointing out that the prayers offered 
up there were invariably answered. His 
request was acceded to, and four years later 
His Majesty was again pleased to confer an 
autograph inscription aud a piece of poetry 
composed by himself upon the divinities in 
question, as a recognition of their services 
in procuring rain. During the past summer 
the Mei District suffered from prolonged: 
drought, and great anxiety prevailed among 
the people. The Acting Magistrate accord- 
ingly placed himself at the head of his 
subordinates and ascended the mountain 
in person to intercede for rain. His 
prayers ended, he had accomplished one 
half of the descent when a sudden thunder 
shower came on; and upon his return 
to the District city a gentle refreshing 
rain commenced to fall and continued 
for two days and nights throughout the 
district. A plenteous harvest followed, 
and the hearts of the people were filled 
with gratitude. They have accordingly 
presented a petition that some mark of 
Imperial recognition may be bestowed upon 
the temple; and, in forwarding their re- 
quest, Memorialist begs to offer a few 
remarks, He observes that there is no 
doubt as to the etlicacy of prayers, offered 
to the recognised divinities throughout the 
provinces, to avert calamity aud lighten 
affliction ; and it is for this reason that His 
Majesty, upon the representation of his high 
officers, from time issues memorial tablets 
to be reverently suspended in provincial 
temples. In the present case. Shensi lies 
on the Western contines of the Empire, and 
the Tai Po Mountain guards its Western 
extremity, and therefore corresponds to the 
Western planet Venus. The province of 
Shensi is thus the peculiar care of the 
divinities of the I'‘ai Po temple, and the 
miraculous interpusitiva of these is uot 
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confined in its effects to the one District 
in which the mountain is situate, but 
extends to all parts. of the province. 
When prayers for rain are being held 
at the provincial capital, an officer is 
frequently sent to the mountain to bring 
back water from a pool near the temple, 
and the suppliants have never been dis- 
appointed of their desire, the answer fol- 
lowing on the prayer as quick as the sound 
upon the blow. Memorialist begs, in con- 
clusion, to cordially support the application 
of his provincials, The Rescript has ap- 
peared, directing a tablet tv be issued to 
the temple in question. 

(4) The Governor of Shun-t‘ien prays 
His Majesty to bestow another donation of 
300 piculs of rice on a warm refuge not far 
from the Chang-i Méu. He represents 
since the 10th month of last year no less 
than 1,200 destitute men and women have 
received relief at the institution ; broth 
being issued there twice a day in quantities 
proportioned to the number applicants. 
The request of Memorialist has been, 
granted by Decree earlier issued. 

March 13th.—(1) A Decree of the Ene 
press with reference to the recent Trien- 
nial Scrutiny of Metropolitan Officials. 
After a few stereotyped phrases regarding 
the objects of the scrutiny, Her Majesty 
remarks that she has carefully perused the 
list of recommendations submitted by the 
Board of Civil Office. The Prince of Kung, 
the first Minister of the Grand Council, is 
ever ready to assist his sovereign to the 
utmost extent of his power, and the 
measures recommended by him are well- 
advised and politic. His merits being thus 
great, the Office of the Imperial Household 
is directed to submit his name for high 
marks of Imperial approbation. Pao-yiin, 
Li Hung-tsao, Ching-lien aud Wang Wen- 
shao have worked well together and given 
evidence of carefulness and zeal in their 
deliberations. They will have their names 
submitted for the usual rewards. Li Hung- 
chang is an officer of great capacity and 
integrity : Tso Tsung-t‘ang’s services have 
been long and meritorious, and he still 
shrinks from no ditiiculty : P‘eng Yii-lin, 
as Admiral of the Yanytzi, has devoted 
many years of faithful service, alike in- 
different to hard work and obloquy : these 
three high officers will be recommended 
for high takens of Imperial distinction. 
Ch‘ing-li has been repeatedly denounced 
and has lost the confidence of the public: 
Tung Hsiin has reached the age of decrepi- 
tude: these two officers will vacate their 
posts. T‘uug Hua, although his constitu- 
tion is still good, commits errors through 
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carelessness: he will vacate his post 
President of the Oensorate and will be 
placed on the list of expectant Vice-Pre. 
sidents, whilst retaining his duties in con. 
nection with the Imperial Library. En-lin, 
Vice-President of the Board of War, and 
T‘ieh-ch‘i, Vice-President of the Mongo. 
lian Superintency, are men of mediocra 
attainments and will retire retaining their 
present rank, 

(2) The following appointments and 
transfers are gazetted :— 


(Fr Fg) Ching-jui, to be Deputy Lieu. 
tenant-General of the Plain Yellow Banner 
(Manchu). 


( Bt ) Kuei-heng, to be Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Plain White Banner 
(Mongol). 

(HE Ee) Wei-ch‘ing, to be Deputy Lion- 
tenant-General of the Plain Red Banner 
(han-chiin). 

Li Hung-tsao, President of the Board of 


War, to be President of the Board of Civil 
Office. 


Mao Ch‘ang-hai, to be President of the 
Board of War. 


(2) HBR) Yon Ching-ming, to be Pre- 
sideut of the Board of Revenue. 

(2F HER Hsii Ying-k‘uei, to be Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue and 
superintend the Three Treasuries. 


( BE #8 i) Pi Tao-yuan, to be President 
of the Censorate. 


GEA JID Yu Po-ch‘uan, Governor of 
Shun-t‘ien, to be Vice-President of the 
Peking Granaries. 
aon Chia-mei, to be Governor of Shun- 

1en. 

Ch‘ing-yii, Governor of Kuangsi, to be 
Director-General of the Grain Transport. 


(5g, AEF) Ni Wén-wei, Treasurer of 


Kuangsi, to be Governor of Kuanggi. 


(fe FET) Haii Yen-hsii, Taotai in Hu- 
pei, to be Treasurer of Kuangsi. 
(451) Li Shen, Taotai in Shénsi, to 


proceed as Political Agent to Hsi-ning, with 
brevet rank of Deputy Lieutenant-General. 


(AE SB ) Kuei-ang, to be Brigade-General 
of the Ma-lan Station. — 
(iii §}g,) Fu-k‘un, Political Agent of Hei- 


ning, to be Junior Vice President of the 
Buard of War. 


Mag. 13.] 


CEH) Yo-lin, Sub-chancellor of the 


Grand Secretariat, to be Vice-President of 
the Mongolian Superintendency. 
Ching-jui, to be Captain General of the 
- Plain Red Banner (han-chiin). 


(3) A Decree, accepting the resignation 
of Chou Heng-ch‘i, Director-General of 
the Grain Transport, on the ground of ill- 
health. 

(4) The Censor Shao Chi-ch‘eng prays 
Us to forbid the sending or receiving of 
anonymous communications. The practice 

’ of sending in written accusations without 
_ signature is one strictly forbidden by law. 
" If what the Censor represents is true, such 
_ communications have of late been frequent- 
-ly received, and in some cases printed 
: books have actually been forwarded, con- 
taining wild and libellous charges devoid 
_ of all foundation, confusing fact and false- 
- wood, and calculated to perplex and warp 
men’s judgment. Such practices are 
fraught with danger to the State Adminis- 
- tration: let the Censors. of the five divi- 
; gions of Peking issue proclamations strict- 
ly forbidding them. In future whenever 
. a letter of this description is delivered at 
* the private residence of a Peking official, 
the bearer will be apprehended and com- 
: mitted to the Board of Punishments, 
where he will be examined and rigorously 

. Gealt with. 
(5) The Governor of Shansi reports a 
: ease in which an unfilial son was buried 
alive by his mother. Liu-erh Fu-ch‘i was 
_ anative of the Ho-ch‘i District and his 
“ unamiable and refractory disposition had 
been a source of much trouble to his mo- 
. ther. On one occasion he had abstracted 
, and sold some head-ornaments belonging 
’ to his mother, and on another he had 
. Managed to get hold of 2,000 cash, the 
. periodical allowance made to the old woman 
by her elder son. On discovery of the 
’ latter theft the mother was exceedingly en- 
” raged, and was still further exasperated by 
_ her son’s daring to answer her when she up- 
* braided him with his conduct. She accord- 
ingly moved across to him with the intention 
: of administering chastisement, whereupon 
he took her by the throat and only released 
her on the expostulations of a married 
i sister who lived in the same house. ‘The 
: old woman, furious at the treatment she 
. had been subjected to, determined to put 
_her sonto death; and finding Liang Hu- 
~ ch‘en, a sergeant, on night duty in the 
stréet, she requested him to make away 
with Liu-erh Fu-ch‘i. The serzeant de- 
, clined, but after much persuasion he cou- 
‘sented to beat him for her. Liu-erh Fu- 
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ch‘ihereupon had his hands bound by Liang 
Hu-ch‘en and another soldier, and was 
taken away with them. Some time elapsed, 
and the old) woman, fearing that her 
son would merely be beaten and set at 
liberty, proceeded with her daughter and 
two friends in quest of the party. She 
found them resting at a deserted guard 
house outside the town, and at once 
beyan to entreat the sergeant to bury her 
son alive then and there, refusing to accept 
any apology for what had occurred. The 
sergeant firmly refused to be a party to 
any such trausaction, and finally got up 
and left the room, The remaining occu- 
pants, the daughter, who had accompanied 
her mother with the greatest reluctance, 
and the three men, then forced Liu-erh 
Fu-ch‘i on to the ground, and, pulling 
down portions of the walls, heaped débris 
over him, his mother rendering active as- 
sistance. Liu-erh Fu-ch‘i, having his 
hands tied, could offer no effectual resis- 
tance, and was soon suffocated. As soon 
as his body was entirely covered the party 
dispersed. ‘The authorities eventually got 
wind of what had occurred, and the place 
of the burial was indicated to them by 
the daughter. Officers were thereupon 
despatched to exhume and examine 
the corpse. They foynd however that it 
had been pulled to pieces and devoured 
by wolves and dogs, the skull and ten 
small fragments of bones alone remaining. 
From an examination of these it was 
decided that Liu-erh Fu-ch‘i had not sus- 
tained wounds on that part of his body 
previous to his death. A trial was held 
and the following sentences awarded. The 
sergeant for having helped to tie the hands 
of Liu-erh Fu-ch‘i and being unable to 
prevent his burial alive, though he took no 
active part in this latter proceeding, is to 
receive 100 blows of the bamboo, It is, 
however, considered that he has been 
already sufticiently punished by dismissal 
from the service, and the execution of the 
sentence will not be enforced. ‘The three 
men who assisted at the burial, and the 
daughter, are sentenced to 90 blows, in 
accordance with the law which prescribes 
that penalty for those who assist at the 
death of a man junior to themselves either 
in point of years or as belonging to a later 
generation, should his death be properly 
deserved, It is decided that the death in 
this case was properly deserved, and the 
mother is accordingly absolved from all 
blame. The punishment of the three men 
aud the daughter will be remitted in virtue 
of an Act of Grace which has intervened, 





but the sergeant will nut be allowed to 





claim restitution of his rank, as, holding a 
Government position, he should have 
known better than to act as he did. 

March 14th.—(Court Circular) Tung 
Hua returned thanks for being allowed to 
retain his duties in connection with the 
Imperial Library. 

(1) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of 
the Hu provinces, represents that he has 
for a long time past been troubled with a 
cough, which was recently much aggravated 
by exposure to the damp during a tour of 
military inspection undertaken by him, On 
his return to the Provincial Capital he took 
ten doses of medicine from which he derived 
some relief, but owing to the variability of 
the temperature during the winter his 
lungs became affected, and the soothing 
medicines which he was constantly taking 
failed to benefit him. At present he is 
suffering from a loose cough, accompanied 
with loss of appetite and broken slumber. 
At the performance of his daily routine 
duties a dizziness comes over him and a 
shortness of breath, brought on by having 
to talk too much and sit too long in the 
same place. Sleeplessness is the worst 
symptom of his disorder, which his doctors 
tell him is deep-seated and not to be easily 
thrown off at his time of life. He is now 
over sixty years of age and his constitution 
is beginning to give way. Being thus 
urgently in need of a period of rest he begs 
His Majesty to grant him twenty days 
leave.—Granted by Rescript. : 

March 15th. — (Court Circular) Wan 
Chifing-li returns thauks for being directed 
to resign his ottice, 

(1) The Governor of Hunan, Li Ming- 
ch'ih, before handing over the seals of 
office to his successor, wishes to direct the 
Imperial attention to the present state of 
the Tungting Lake. This Lake, he repre- 
sents, consists of an Eastern and a Western 


division, separated by a sandy beach in, 


au'vinn and winter but uniting in the rainy 
senson to form one vast piece of water 
more than eight li in circumference and 
covering an area of 1,000,000 acres. ‘I'he 
most danverous point on the Eastern Lake 
is Chiu-ma Tsui, which during stormy 
weather used to be the scene of wrecks 
innumerable ; so much so that in former 
years a branch of a local Humane Society 
was established in the vicinity or purpose to 
recover the bodies of the drowned. ‘Three 
or four hundred corpses yearly were thus 
recovered and interred by the society. The 
names of other places in this neighbour- 
hood, viz., ‘* Wreck-yard.” ‘‘ Heap of 10,000 
Corpses,” ‘ Harbour of Refuge,” and so 
on, convey a graphic idea uf the dangers uf 
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the place and the deplorable accidents that 
occur there. The Western Lake is consi- 
derably the larger of the two divisions, and 
is the highway to Ch‘ang-té Fu and Li 
Chou in Hunan, as well as to the commer- 
cial centres in Yiinnan and Kueichou. 
Vessels have to cross the centre of the lake, 
and as there is no anchorage for a distance 
of 300 li, should a storm suddenly arise the 
sailors can do nothing but quietly await 
destruction. Moreover, as there is little 
or no stream in the centre of the lake, the 
waters are easily frozen, and the crews of 
vessels caught in the ice, being able neither 
toadvancenor retreat, have frequently come 
to the end of their provisions and perished 
from starvation. From this it will be seen 
that the Western Lake is equally dangerous 
in summer and winter, and His Majesty 
Yung Cheng, duly appreciating the difticul- 
ties attending its navigation, issued, in 
1732, a sum of Tis. 200,000 to be spent in 
contructing a substantial terrace on an is- 
land in the centre, with four breakwaters, 
projecting several hundred feet to form har- 
bours for vessels in stormy weather. A guard 
of soldiers was stationed on the island, and 
small shops were opened for the sale of 
provisions. The establishment was for 
many years a yreat convenience to traders 
and others crossing the lake, but since 
the outbreak of the rebellion the works 
have fallen into disrepair and are now little 
more than a heap of ruins, serving still 
further to impede navigation and forming 
a convenient rendezvous for pirates; and 
it so happens that accidents there are now 
more frequent than ever before. Now, 
the dangers attendant on the passage round 
Chiu-ma Tsui on the Eastern Lake have 
been almost entirely obviated by the con- 
struction some three years since of a canal 
in the rear of that point, by which the 
necessity of beating round the headland iu 
question is dispensed with, The cost of 
this undertaking was defrayed by private 
subscriptions, and the usefulness of the 
work is suthciently established by the fact 
that since its completion not a single vessel 
has been wrecked off Chiu-ma ‘l'sui, aud 
the labours of the Humane Society above 
mentioned, in connection with the recovery 
of fluating corpses, have been reduced 90 per 
cent, That some permanent provision should 
be made for the periodical dredging of this 
canal, is the first point that Memorialist 
would strongly recommend to His Majesty’s 
consideration. He would direct the Em- 
peror’s attention, secondly, to the state of 
the breakwaters and other buildings on 
the islaud in the Western Lake, as describ- 
ed above. Memorialist deputed officers 
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to visit the spot in 1879, and they reported 


that half of the stones had disappeared 
and that repairs on a large scale were 
necessary. It was just at this period that 
the canal was being dug, and there were 
no funds to meet the heavy expenses of 
reconstructing the defences on the island, 
The Canal having now been completed, 
Memorialist begs that his successor may be 
instructed to raise funds and commence 
the mecessary repairs on the island without 
loss of time, that the beneficent intentions 
of former Emperors towards posterity may 
not fail in their fulfilment. ; 


March 16th.—(1) Chang Chih-tung, the 
new Governor of Shansi, reports his arrival 
at his post and assumption of the seals of 
oftice. The Memorialist expresses himself 
deeply grateful for the great forbearance 
shewn by the Emperor in listening to his 
fuolish advice whilst he held oftice at the me- 
tropolis, and for the Imperial favour which 
elevated him first to the dignity of Vice- 
President of a Board, and now to that of 
Governor of a province. After enuumerat- 
ing the questions of provincial administra- 
tion which will immediately engage his 
attention, Memorialist declares that though 
he will henceforward be resident at a distant 
post, his heart will still affectionately cling 
to the Imperial abode, aud though the 
immediate sphere uf his action will be 
confined to the limits of one province, he 
- will not be oblivious of the larger interests 
of His Majesty’s Empire. 

(2) Liu K’un-yi reports that he has 
landed over the seals of office to Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang and intends to proceed to 
Peking immediately upon the breaking up 
of the winter. After the Imperial Audience 
to which he has been summoned, he will 
submit a request to be allowed to return 
home and attend to his mother, who is 
past seventy and ailing. 


(3) Wei Jung-kuang reports that he has 
handed over the seals of oftice to Chany 
Chih-tung, and intends to start for Kiang- 
su on 6th March. 

(4) Tso Tsung-t‘ang reports that he left 
Peking on Z8th Nov.and arrived at hisnative 
district Hsiang-ying Hsien, in Hunan, on 
January 14th. After performiny the usual 
duties at his ancestral cemetery, he started 
by boat for Nanking on the 28th of the 

' bane month, inspecting the various naval 
stations on the way down, and deliberating 
with the high officers of the various pro- 

_ Yinces on questions connected with the 

disposition of the troops. He arrived at 
Nanking and took up his appointment there 
On the 10th of February. 
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March 17th.—(1) Té fu ( 5 ia) is ap- 


pointed Director of the Imperial Armeu-cy 
Court. 

(2) Li Hung-chang calls the attention of 
His Majesty to the extortions practised on 
travellers by the proprietors of private 
ferries on the Yung-ting River, and pro- 
poses to establish three Government ferries 
in the districts of Ku-an and Yung-ch ‘ing, 
at San-siih-li Pfu, Shuang-ying, and Hsin- 
an respectively. Two ferry boats con- 
structed at a cost of one hundred tuels a 
piece will be stationed at each of the three 
points and will be repaired once a year at 
a cost of ten taels, and thoroughly over- 
hauled every three years at a cost of thirty 
taels. At the end of six years fresh oues 
will be substituted. Eight ferry-men will 
be engaged at each station with a monthly 
remuneration of half a tael, which will be 
supplemented by an annual gratuity of two 
taels. Each man will be further supplied 
with a pair of skin leggings in winter and 
a pair of light breeches in summer, the 
former articles being procured at a cust of 
one tael and the latter at Tis. 15 each. 
During the time that the river is closed, 
a bridge will be constructed at each of the 
three points, and an allowance of Ts. 120 
will be issued to each .station for this 
object. The yearly total expenses of the 
three establishments will thus be Ts. 715 
odd, and there will be a further charge 
every six years of Tls. 600 for the construc- 
tion of new boats, and every three years 
of Tls. 180 for the repair of the old ones. 
Memorialist asks for permission to draw 
these sums from money at the disposal of 
the River Taotai, on account of the rent of 
mudflats formed by the river. —Granted by 
Rescript. 

(3) Lelengeh and Wei-ching, Imperial 
Residents in Tibet, represent that they 
have received a petition from the officiating 
Prince (? Princes) of Nepaul, Pi-jé-t‘i-jé- 
p‘i-ka-erh-ma-sheng Hsieh-jé-tseng-ka-pa- 
ha Tu-jé-sa-ha, which on being translated 
proved to be a notification of the death of 
his grandfather Su-jé-ta-jé-pi-ka-erh-sa-ha, 
Prince of K-erh-té-ni. ‘he deceased Prince 
had been afflicted with chronic dizziness 
and dimness of sight since February 1880. 
He experienced no relief from the medi- 
cines he took, and his appetite gradually 
declined, until on the 8th of April 18814 
violent attack of dysentery came on. Phy- 
sicians were called in from all parts of his 
dominions, and agreed in attributing the 
attack to weakness of the stomach and 
diyestive organs. They recommended that 
the medicines should be continued and 





that the Prince should emply himself in 
making vows, recitiny prayers, and dis- 
tributing gratuities to the priesthood ; but 
he unexpectedly: expired on June 29th. 
Proclamations were  hereupon — issued 
throughout the principality, directing the 
observance of the usual ceremonies, and the 
Prince writing proceeded to temporarily 
discharge the duties of Government. When 
an auspicious day for his assumption of 
office had been decided upon, he promised 
again to address the Imperial Residents. 
Memorialists observe that they will report 
to His Majesty the substance of this second 
communication when it arrives, and mean- 
while they beg to submit the Prince’s 
first note for his information.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

March 18th.—(1) Li Hung-chang reports 
that he intends to return to Tieutsin from 
Pao-ting Fu on 17th March. 

(2) Ming An reports the partial re-estab- 
lishment of his health and the resumption 
of his duties in Kirin. 

March 19th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Kuangtung, protesting against 
the proposed alteration in the criminal 
law on which all the provincial yovern- 
ments have been directed to report. The 
Governor alludes to the large extent of his 
proviuce, the difficult nature of the country, 
the presence of foreigners at certain points, 
and the ineradicable turbulence of the 
people. The Imperial troops were occupied 
last year in the Chieh-yany District in sup- 
pressing what might have developed into 
a formidable rising, had not energetic 
measures at once been taken to meet the 
emergency, and this year ayain witnessed 
the trial and punishment of the members 
of a seditious association discovered to 
exist at Ch‘ang-ning Hsien. Criminals 
are never summarily executed unless on 
full confession of their crime, and great 
care is taken to prevent any miscarriaye 
of justice. For the rest, the arguments 
employed by the Memorialist are identical 
with those of the other Governors who 
have reported on the the subject, and like 
them he earnestly recommends for the pre- 
sent, at least, adherense to the existing law, 

(2) The Governor-General of the Liang 
Kuang reports the trial and conviction of 
a retired officer of the Canton yarrison 
accused of keeping a gambling establish- 
ment. The otticer in question, Chang 
Jung-shéng, was a hesiao-ch‘i-hsiao, or 
lieutenant, in the Bordered Red Banner 
corps stationed at Canton, and in 1879, as 
a disease of his legs incapacitated him for 
duty, was ordered to retire on full pay 
retaining his military rank. It appears 
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that he still continued to reside within the 
cantoument of his former corps, and there 
in the beginning of 1880, he was visited 
by two old acquaintances, Kuo Ah-érh 
and Chfiitan Ah-lin. In the course of 
conversation, Chang Juny-shéng said that as 
during the New-Year festivities there was 
no business doing, the idea had: occurred 
to him of embarking his capital in a 
gambling-table, and he invited his two 
friends to keep the bank and look after 
the accounts, each having a share in the 
percentage of winnings paid to the pro- 


prietor of the rooms (Hh 5.) They agreed 


to this, aud Chang thereupon purchased 
from the stall of a dealer in second-hand 
articles a set of four dice, and yot ready 
besides an account book and a pair of scales 
for weiyhing silver. They opened their 
establishment on the 9th of the 1st month, 
and ran it with success till the 6th month 
of the following year (1881.) The rules of the 
game are described as follows :—Four dice 
marked in the usual manner were covered 
by a small wooden dice-box, and shaken 
up three times. Meanwhile the gamblers 
staked their money on the colour of the 
pips and their evenness or oddness, the 
winner receiving three times his stake, 
Seven per cent. of the winnings was paid 
to the proprietors, who in this instance 
cleared, over and above their expenses, 
from two to five taels an evening, This 
sum was shared amony the confederates, a 
double share being secured by Chang Jung- 
shéng, The habitués of the place could 
either keep the bank, or lay the stakes, 
winning or losing amony themselves, but 
always paying this percentage of their 
winnings, After some time the practice 
came to the ears of the Colonel and Captain, 
who made a raid on the place, but at 
at first without success, Chany having hid- 
den the gambling apparatus out of sight 
and stopped the gaming. At last he was 
secured, and seizure made of the dice and 
other things—among them a pike and a 
sword, At his examination the accused 
was asked whether it was not true that he 
in Jeague with a band of outlaws, and that 
promiscuous assemblies of men and women 
took place at his house. He was also asked 
to explain the presence of the weapons, 
which it was alleyed he carried about with 
him. He denied all the accusations brought 
against him except that of gambling, 
explaining that at the time of the New 
Year his female relatives did, it was 
true, come to his house, but there was no 
communication between them and the men 
invited to gamble. It was prubable that 
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some of the latter had seen the women 
enter or leave the house, and hence had 
suspected what did not exist, and lying 
reports had been spread about. ‘The 
‘weapons had been left him by his grand- 
father, and he used them in perfecting 
himself in his art as a soldier, and as a 
protection against burglars. As he adhered 
to these statements on subsequent examina- 
tions, nothing remained but to pass sen- 
tence. He will wear the cangue on the 
scene of his offence for two months and 
then be banished to Urumtsi. As he is 
now able to walk, he will not be allowed 
to commute his sentence for a monetary 
payment. Orders will be given for the 
arrest of his confederates. As the maker 
and seller are not known no_ further 
steps can be taken in their case. Re- 
ferred by Rescript to the Board of Punish- 
ment. 

March 20th.—(1) The new Governor of 
Chékiang, Ch‘en Shih-chieh, reports a fall 
at the provincial Capital of two inches of 
snow, which has been of much benetit to 
the young crops. He will make inquiries 
as to whether the fall was universal 
throughout the province, and will embody 
the substance of the reports he receives 
in a subsequent representation to His 
Majesty. 

(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, re- 
porting the rehearing of a case of robbery 
from a graveyard. The details are un- 
interesting except in one particular. It ap- 
pears that the police, being unable to secure 
the real culprit, determined to extort a 
confession from an escaped convict who was 
entirely innocent ofthe robbery in question, 
To this end they bound his legs by an 
iron chain to the supporters of a furnace, 
in such a manner that his body hung over 
the top. The chain was then tightened by 
the insertion of a wooden lever which 
was moved about and twisted to increase 
the pain, and while one of the conspirators 
forced the man’s head over the mouth of 
of the furnace, another lighted some touch- 
paper under his nostrils. The unfortunate 
man while in this position was compelled 
to confess to the theft from the cemetery 
and to divulge the names of imaginary 
accomplices, the words being put into his 
mouth by one of his tormentors. This 
brutal treatment of an innocent man subse- 
quently transpired, and the three pelice 
underlings, one of whom is still at large, 
have been sentenced to banishment to a 
distant point of the frontier; they will 
receive hundred blows on their arrival at 
their destination, and will then be set to 
work on the military postroads. 
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March 21st.—(1) Chang Lien-kuei (OR 


BRAS) is appointed Taotai of the Hui, 
Chao, Chia, circuit in Kuangtung. 

Chou Haing-yiit 6731 FER is appointed 
Salt Commissioner of Kuangtung. 


(2) A Decree in answer to a presentation 
by Liu T‘ing-mei, Junior Deputy Super- 
visor of Instruction, with reference to the 
recent destruction by fire of part of the 
Confucian temple at Yuan-ho Hsien, 
Kiangsu. The Governor is directed to 
denounce the subordinate officials, to whose 
carelessness the fire is attributed. He is 
also to repair the Temple at the public 
cost, and not to lay special contributions 
on the provincials for this purpose. 

(3) T‘a Tsung-ying reports that he 
started from his home in Anhui on the 16th 
of January to take up his appointment as 
Governor of Hunan. 

(4) The Superintendents of the Imperial 
Manufactories at Hangchou, Suchou, and 
Nanking, represent that the averaye market 
price of last year’s silk was, in accordance 
with custom, accurately ascertained by 
ofticers appointed by the Acting Governor 
of Chékiany, and found to be Ts. 0.2948 
an ounce for the best white quality, aud 
Tis. 0.2742 for the second best. They beg 
that they may be allowed to calculate the 
price of silks purchased by them on this 
basis, and they observe that this conces- 
sion will not be made ground for demand- 
ing a similar favour in future years, when, 
it is hoped, that a recurrence to the old 
regulations, by which a fixed and smaller 
sum is allowed for each pound of silk, will 
be found possible.—Granted by Rescript. 


March 22nd.—(1) A Decree. Kuniyinpu, 
late Tartar General at Hangchou, repres- 
ents to Us that a man named Ch‘ing-liang, 
styling himself an officer of the Imperial 
Guards, called on him two days since, 
sending in his card and a letter. The letter 
was opened, and proved to be the draft 
of a memorial to the Throne denouncing 
the Tartar General for having married 
his two grandsons during the period of 
national mourning for the late Empress, 
The bearer then informed the General that 
he could not at present divulge the name 
of the Memorialist, but he had already 
persuaded him to defer the sending in of 
his memorial, and a present frum the 
General would have the effect of putting a 
stop to any further proceeding in the 
matter. This is a serious case of reckless 
drafting of a represention tu the Throne 
with the hope of being able to extort money 
thereby, and such a practice must not be 
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allowed to gain ground. Let the Board of 
Punishments summon before them and 
rivorously question the bearer of the letter. 
Let them at the same time inquire into the 
conduct of Kuniyinpu, as requested by that 
high officer, and report to Us. 

(2) A Decree, handing over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial a certain Yin 
Hsiao-erh, one of a party who have been 
in the habit of smuggling wine into Peking 
over the wall. Such conduct is stigmatised 
as contemptuous disregard of the law, and 
strict search is to be-made for those of the 
party who are still at large. 

(3) Li Hung-chang requests that four 
hsiu-ts‘ai degrees and two military hsiu-ts‘ai 
degrees may be thrown open for competi- 
tion to the inhabitants of the three sub- 
prefectures of Dolonnor, Chang-chia Kou, 
and Tu-shih K‘ou, as a recognition of the 
advancement in learning that has recently 
taken place in those portions of Chihli.— 
Referred to the Board. - 

(4) The same officer reports having re- 
mitted to Peking in the 11th month of last 
year Tis. 167,224 on account of salt duty 
for 1880. The amount actually collected 
fell short of this sum by Tls. 47,060, which 
will be made up from other source. 

(5) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, re- 
porting the return of Hsii Chien-yin from 
Germany. This officer was in 1874 recom- 
mended by the Tsung-li Yamén for an 
appointment in a foreign Embassy. His 
subsequent services in connection with the 
Chi-nan Fu Arsenal were brought to the 
notice of the Emperor by Ting Pao-chen, 
then Governor of Shantung, and a Rescript 
was received, directing Hsii Chien-yin to 
proceed to Peking for an Imperial Audience 
as soon as the business he was engaged in 
permitted him to do so. The desired 
opportunity offered itself in May 1879, and 
Hast Chien-yin had reached Tientsin on 
his way to the Capital, when he met Li 
Feng-pao, who was on the point of starting 
as Minister to Germany. On his representa- 
tion to the Throne, Hsii Chien-yin was 
appointed second Secretary to the Mission, 
and in due course proceeded to Germany. 
After two years residence there he obtained 
leave of absence on ground of ill-health, 
and started to return to China. Having 
met the Marquis Tséng at Paris, he was 
deputed by that high officer to convey the 
ratifications of the new Russian Treaty to 
Peking. This duty accomplished, he re- 
tired to Shanghai to recruit his health. 
He has now recovered, and Memorialist 
begs that, in accordance with au Imperial 
Rescript received in 1879, he may be 
allowed to proceed to the Capital to receive 
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audience of His Majesty.—Rescript: Let 
the Buard take note. 

March 23rd.—(1) Memorial from the 
Censor Teng Ch‘eng-hsiu on the causes of 
the present financial embarrassment. Ever 
sincg the outbreak of the ‘laiping rebellion 
the financial prosperity of the Empire 
has steadily declined. Its administrative 
officers have sought to raise funds from 
every source, but their effurts have resulted 


‘in no real benefit to the revenue ; no single 


foot of silk has evaded duty, but the duty 
receipts that find their way into the public 
exchequer are more insignificant than ever ; 
the resources of the Empire are exhausted, 
and its people are in a state of poverty 
that has no precedent in the annals of 
Chinese history. Memorialist has reflected 
carefully and has conversed much with 
others on the causes of this universal 
depression, and he has come to the con- 
clusion that- they are, in the main, two. 
One is the dishonesty of the officers of the 
Imperial Household, shewn in their exces- 
sive returns of expenditure ; the other is 
the systematic embezzlement of public 
money by Customs Olticials. On the first 
memorialist has no new observations to 
submit, as the question has formed the 
subject of many representations to the 
Throne.’ With regard to the second he 
observes that the abuses in question have 
gone on increasing and multiplying during 
the last ten or twelve years to such. au 
extent that it is almost impossible to 
enumerate them in detail. The Gazette 
furnishes illustrations of them ; for instance, 
Lin K‘un-yi is shewn to have collected at 
Canton, whilst in charge of the Customs 
there for only a few months, Tis. 100,000 
over and above the sum usually collected 
during the same period: and even this 
amount probably constituted but a sinall 
proportion of the total actually collected 
by the officials and underlings permanently 
attached to the establishment. ‘lo take 
another instance :—K‘v Yii-tung, a hired 
clerk in the Fuhkien Customs, was recently 
enabled within a few years to amass an 
enormous fortune and to purchase the 
rank of Prefect in Kianysu. The fact that 
a mere clerk was thus alluwed to become 
rich may be taken as strong evidence that 
his superiors also availed themselves of the 
facilities affurded them for embezzlement 
on a much larger scale. With regard to 
the Tientsin Customs, it is notorious that 
thirty or forty thousand taels—of govern- 
ment money without doubt—are annually 
expended by that establishment in presents 
to their own immediate superiors and to 
strangers paysing through Tientsin, From 
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this it can be readily inferred that they do 
not lose the opportunity of sending large 
sums to theirown homes ; and the corruption 
of the heads of the similar establishments 
at Shanghai, Teng-lai, Wuhu, Hankow, 
Kiukiang, Kueichou, Kuang-chou, Chao- 
ching, Wuchou, Kuei-sui, and Shan-hai- 
kuan is an equally well established fact ; 
each of these officers annually appropria- 
ting to himself from 130,000 or 140,000 
taels to 80,000 or 70,000 taels of the public 
money. It is a matter of great surprise to 
memorialist that, while His Majesty’s 
Ministers of Finance have had recourse to 
every expedient in their vain endeavours 
to enlarge the national revenue and have 
not succeeded in securing a single extra 
cash, vast sums of money, by the collec- 
tion of which the people are ground down 
and impoverished, should be absorbed by 
wolves and tigers in the shape of these 
Custoins officials, and no inquiry of any 
surt should be instituted. ‘The Govern- 
ment has only two recognised sources of 
revenue, the land-tax and the Customs. 
For the collection of the former the 
District and Department Mayistrates are 
held responsible, and the imprisonment 
and ruin of these officials follows close on 
any attempt at embezzlement on their part. 
In the collection of Customs duties it 
would seem that an entirely different 
system is pursued. Wholesale peculation 
is allowed, and it matters little to the 
peculators that their misdeeds are noto- 
rious to every one, for no further notice is 
taken of them. It is as if a householder 
were to practise extraordinary economy in 
his daily consumption of salt and rice, 
and all the while allowed some overbear- 
ing slave of his establishment to steal his 
money and sell his lands; a supposition that 
is monstrous indeed. But the worst side to 
the picture is that these peculators employ 
their ill-gotten yains in purchasing interest 
among influential members of the ofticial 
class, and thus obtaining promotion for 
themselves. Iu such a state of things it is 
small wonder that misyoverument is ram- 
pant and the public treasury exhausted, 
Tu cheek these abuses, memorialist, in his 
simplicity, ventures to sugzest the appoint- 
ment of a high officer combining the inte- 
grity of P‘eng Yii-lin with the perspicacity 
of Ting Jih-ch‘ang or Yeu Ching-ming, to 
ascertain the exact receipts at each Customs 
station and unsparinyly denounce the in- 
cumbent if proved to be guilty of any irre- 
gularity. He would further suygest that 
rules should be drawn up by the various 
provincial governments, under which one 
tenth or one fifth of all surplus duty 
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receipts will in future be retained in 
the provincial treasury as a fund to provide 
against emergencies, and the remainder 
forwarded in full to Peking. Customs 
officials who have honestly acquitted them- 
selves in their duties should also receive 
from time to time somo distinctive mark of 
the Imperial approbation, that others may 
be encouraged to follow in their steps, 
Memorialist concludes by saying that if 
this scheme be put into practical operation, 
he has no doubts as to the effectual and 
enduring nature of the reform that will be 
effected, provided always that all penalties 
incurred are unsparingly enforced : for he 
points out that although the love of money 
is inherent in human nature, the dread of 
punishment and death is a much stronger 
instinct. The energetic measures taken by 
Wei Wang, who boiled one magistrate alive 
and suitably rewarded another, were fol- 
lowed by a period of profund tranquillity 
in the principality of Ch‘i; an illustration 
of the fact that the power of effecting 
reforms has always rested in the Ruler’s 
hands, and that the abuses now complained 
of can be speedily and easily rectified.— 
The foregoing memorial has been earlier 
referred to the consideration of the Board. 

March 24th.—(1) A Decree, directing 
the high officers of the different Boards to 
carefully reconsider their opinion as to the 
merits of certain of their subordinates who 
were placed in the first class at the recent 
Metrupolitan Scrutiny and have now had 
their names encircled by the vermilion 
pencil of the Empress. Should their chiefs 
see no reason to modify their late verdict 
as to the worth of these officials, they will 
be introduced to an Imperial audience by 
the Board of Civil Office. A list then follws 
of rewards, in the shape of promotion and. 
bestowal of steps of commutative rank, for 
other subordinate ofticials who acquitted 
themselves well at the late scrutiny. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports that, in 
obedience to an Imperial Decree, he has 
efiected the capture of a gang of men guilty 
of coining spurious cash, The ringleader 
is a Mohammedan named Chen Wua-pa 
living near ‘T*ungchow, who in last Octo- 
ber constructed a clay mould and per- 
suaded a number of acquaintances to join 
his enterprise. The first results were 
meazre, but with practice the confederates 
were soon enabled to cast sume 500 cash 
a night, and the business promised so 
well that a branch establishment was insti- 
tuted at a neighbouring village. The cash 
were passed off on chauce strangers or 
smuyzgled into Peking in carts containing 
mutton. The existenco of the mint had 
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early come to the knowledge of the ti-pao 
of the district, but he had been bribed to 
hold his peace. However, the late vigorous 
search has resulted in the capture of nearly 
all the principal culprits. Chen Wu-pa 
has as yet eluded pursuit, but he has, in 
accordance with the law affecting those 
proved to have coined copper cash to the 
value of ten tiao and upwards, been sen- 
tenced to decapitation after the usual term 
of imprisonment. His offence however is 
aggravated by the fact that he has pre- 
viously given trouble by his rebellious 
propensities, and that he has now had the 
audacity to carry on an illegal business so 
close to the Metropolis. It is therefore 
requested that, in accordance with a modi- 
fication of the law introduced by the 
Emperor Hsien Feng, he may be summarily 
executed when arrested. His confederate 
have been sentenced to longer or shorter 
terms of banishment according to the yra- 
vity of their offences. The houses where 
the cash were coined are confiscated, and 
the mould and other appliances employed 
by the wang have been destroyed. 

(3) Hv Ching requests permission to 
cashier and place on their trial a Lieute- 
nant and a sergeant guilty of cowardly con- 
duct in an action with rebels, wherein 
another Lieutenant was mortally wounded 
by a bullet from a crossbow.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

March 25th.—A Decree of the Empress, 
announcing that she has carefully perused 
the memorials lately submitted by the 
Prince of Ch‘un and other high officers 
on the subject of thé guard that should be 
maintained round the Palace precincts, and 
that their suzgestions will in the main be 
given effect to. No striking alteration in 
the nature of the guard would seem to be 
contemplated, but the necessity of an effec- 
tive nightly patrol is strongly insisted upon; 
and to secure this the neighbourhood of the 
Forbidden City is divided into a number 
of beats, for the tranquillity of each of 
which a separate corps of police will be held 
responsible, The troops detailed for patrol 
duty will all be soldiers of robust physique ; 
aud when a vacancy occurs in their ranks, 
the Censors are directed to see that it is 
not filled by an old or otherwise incompet- 
ent substitute. Their pay will be increased, 
aud handsome rewards will be conferred 
upon such as are instrumental in detecting 
malpractice or capturing offenders. They 
will be required to ascend the wall on 
all occasions, and not content themselves 
with going their rounds underneath, The 
various Yaméns and public oftices in the 
helghbourhuud of the Palace will be re- 
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gularly and thoroughly inspected, and lists 
of the officials and others counected with 
them will be periodically sent in to the 
authorities of the Chin-yiin Mén. Especial 
care will be devoted to thoroughly inspect- 
ing the buildings of the Imperial House- 
hold Ottice, and the quarters of the eunuchs. 
Any: irregularity, such as opium smoking 
or the unauthorised introduction of stran- 
gers, will be followed by the immediate and 
heavy punishment of the offender. Finally, 
all officials, high and low, having duties 
in connection with the Palace Guard, are 
strongly exhorted to perfurm them con- 
scientiously and effectually, under pain of 
rigorous denouncement and severe punish- 
ent. 

(2) The Governor-General of Min-ch‘éh 
represents that Fukien, being a maritime 
rovince, does not produce rice in any 
large quantities, and is entirely dependent 
for the supply of this commodity upon 
Taiwan, Chekiang, and other places. Iu 
times of distress, as for instance the sum- 
mer before last, His Majesty has always 
been pleased to allow cargves of rice to be 
impotted into Fukien free of duty. During 
the autumn of last year l'aiwan was visited 
by violent gales which destroyed the crops, 
and at the same period the Pescadores 
suffered severely from the failure of their 
harvests, consequent upon the saturation 
of the ground by salt water. The conse- 
quence is that in the course of the coming 
year not only will Fukien be deprived of the 
usual rice supply from Taiwan, but it will 
be neces-ary tu send large consiguments of 
rice over to that island. A great. scarcity 
of rice in Fukien must ensue, and in order 
to face and surmount this difficulty, 
meinvrialist beys Hig Majesty to direct the 
Governor General of the Two Kiang Pro- 
vinces and the Governors of Kianysu and 
Chekiang to allow all Fukien rice junks to 
clear from their respective provinces free 
of duty. —Granted by Rescript. 

(3) ‘T‘an Chiin-p‘ei reports a full of 
snow at Soochow toa depth of over two 
inches. He remarks that such a fall had 
long been anxivusly looked for aud will be 
of great advantaye to the crops now in the 
ground, He will make inquiries as to 
whether the fall was universal throuzhout 
Kiangsu, and again address His Majesty 
on the subject. 

March 26th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by a Memorial from 
Ming An describing in detail certain chauges 
that are contemplated in the internal 
adininistration of Kirin, The Memorialist 
observes that he has hitherto been unabiv 
tu introduce these changes through tie 
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want of necessary funds. Now, however, 
that the finances of Kirin have been much 
improved by the proceeds of the rent of 
reclaimed land and a ‘measuring’ tax 
levied upon grain at the place of sale, he 
feels in a position to set about the desired 
improvements, These improvements am- 
ount, in sum, to the substitution at certain 
places of civil officials fur the military of- 
ficials who have hitherto held rule there. 
It is requested that an assistant Subprefect, 
with a staff under him consisting of an 
officer of instruction and a gaoler, may 
be stationed at Shung-ch‘eng P‘u, which 
place will henceforward be known as 
Shuang-ch‘eny T‘ing or the sub-prefecture 
of Shuang-ch‘eng. At La-lin a sub-district 
Deputy Magistrate will be established, aud 
the place will be included in the juris- 
diction of Shuang-ch‘eng. At I-t‘ung a 
Department Magistrate will be stationed 
with an officer of instruc ion and a gaoler, 
I-t‘ung will henceforward be known as 
I-t‘ung Ohou, and a sub-district Deputy 
Magistrate, subject to the Department 
Mayistrate, will be established at Mo-p‘au 
Shan. These changes will necessitate 
various modifications in the nomenclature 
of existing civil administrative divisions, 
It is requested that the sub-prefecture of 
Chi-lin, in which I-t‘ung Ciou is situate, 
may be converted into a prefecture: that 
that the sub-prefecture of Pu-tu-na may 
be placed under the rule of a civil sub- 
prefect, and Ch‘ang-chiin under taat of a 
Civil Assistant sub-prefect. ‘Lhe direction, 
extent, and boundaries of the newly con- 
stituted divisions are described at length, 
and the Memorialist concludes by re- 
questing that competent oflicers may be 
sent out to him to fill the appointments. 
Their tenure of office will be provisional 
at first, but on proof of their tact and 
capacity they will be confirmed in their 
appointments.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Board. 

March 27.—(1) Ming An prays that, in 
consideration of the small pay and general 
poverty of the Manchu otticers and men 
stationed in Kirin, grants of land may be 
made to them, by the cultivation of which 
they will be enabled to save considerable 
sums that they now expend in the purchase 
of the necessaries of life.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

March 28th.—(1) A Decree, cashiering 
a District Mayistrate and two minor utlicials 
in Kueichou on account of malpractices 
brought to the notice of His Majesty by 
the Governor of that province, 

(2) T‘u Tsung-ying reports that he took 
up his appointment as Governor of Hunan 
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on 12th February. He remarks that he 
has a rough idea of the conditions of the 
province he is now called upon to ad- 
minister, owing to his having once spent 
over four years there as judicial and subse- 
quently Financial Commissioner ; but after - 
his long absence he will without doubt 
find many changes which will cause him 
to modify his views as to the govern- 
ment of the provincials. ‘These changes 
will form the subject of an early repre- 
sentation from him to His Majesty. 

(3) The Governor of Yiinnan requests 
permission to dismiss the Magistrate of the 
Yiin-lung Department. Two years since a 
murder of six members of the same family 
was perpetrated in the jurisdiction of the 
Magistrate in question, and he has not 
only failed up to the present time to arrest 
the murderers, but has on two separate 
Occasions apprehended and forwarded to 
the provincial capital innocent persons from 
whom he had extorted a confession by the 
application of torture.—Grauted by Re- 
script. 

(4) The Acting Superintendent of the 
Sovchow manufactory reports that, the cost 
of the silks and satins forwarded to Peking 
for use at the late Imperial obsequies hav- 
ing been now defrayed, there remains -a 
balance of 27 taels out of the Tis. 17,800 
originally drawn from the provincial ‘I'rea- 
sury for this purpose. This balance has 
been duly handed back to that Depart- 
ment. 

March 29th.—(Court Circular.) The 
death of Mao Ch‘ang-hsi, President of the 
Board of War and Minister of the Tsung-li 
Yamén, is announced. His testamentary 
memorial is submitted to the Throne. 

(1) Ming An requests that a Taotai 
selected from officials belonging to the 
‘proper path’ may be henceforward per- 
manently stationed at the capital of Kiriu, 
to manage the business connected with 
the newly coustituted subprefectures and 
other administrative divisions (see abstract 
of Gazette for March 26th). His annual 
salary will be fixed at Tis. 180 and his 
anti-extortion allowance at Ils. 3,000. He 
will have under him sixteen unsalaried 
clerks ; twelve mounted police at a gross 
annual salary of Ts. 110 ; four gatekeepers 
with a monthly salary of half a tael; 
seven chair-bearera drawing monthly 
Tis. 0.6 a man; with twelve yamen run- 
ners, twu otlive servants, and two. consta- 
bles, engaged at the same rate of remun- 
eration. A yamén will be provided for 
him at the public cost, and it is particu- 
larly requested that, as the appointment 
isa new one and the work arduous, an 
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officer of tried capacity may be sent out to 
fill it.—Referred to the Board by Rescript. 


(2) Postscript Memorial from the same . 


ofticer, still on the subject of the substitu- 
tion of civil for military rule in Kirin. He 
observes that when similar changes were 
proceeding some years ago in Shengching, 
the military Governor, who had in past 
times attended exclusively to the military 
requirements of that province, was in- 
vested with the position and titles of a 


Governor General, and has since trans- | 
acted the civil business of the province | 


conjointly with the Civil Governor or 
Moukden, whilst in military questions 
he has associated with himself the Deputy 
Military Lieutenant Governor particularly 
concerned. In Kirin the case is some- 
what different; for the Military Gover- 
nor has from the first exercised a civil 
as well as a military authority. There 
will therefore be no occasion to alter his 
title or position, But the establishment 
of a Taotai at the provincial capital will 
necessitate a slight alteration in the forms 
used in addressing the Throne; for the 
Taotai is concerned exclusively with 
civil business and stands in no ofticial 
relation to the Deputy Military Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. It is accordingly re- 
quested that, for the future, when busi- 
ness matter that. has passed throught the 
Taotai’s hands comes to be embodied in a 
representation to the Throne, that repre- 
sentation shall be submitted in the name 
of the Military-Governor alone. Memo- 
rials relating to military questions will, as 
before, be submitted to the Throne in the 
names of the Military-Governer and the 
particular Deputy Military-Governor con- 
cerned.—Rescript : Noted. 

March 30th (1) A Decree, directing the 
Censorate to inquire into and report on 
the conduct of a supervising Censur named 
Shih Ch‘ang-shuo, who has been accused 
of permitting his son and underlings to 
practise abuses, by which money has been 
extorted and the ends of justice have been 
on many occasiuns defeated. 


(2) Haii-t‘ung (RNa) is appointed 
Chancellor of the Hanlin. 


(3) Chang Chih-wan BZ ) is ap- 
pointed President of the Board of War. 
[Note. Chang Chih-wan is a brother of 
Chang Chih-tung, the new Governor of 
Shansi, and formerly held the post of 
Governor-General of Fukien and Che- 
kiang.] 

(4) A long list of minor officials belong- 
ing to the Imperial Household, who ac- 
quitted themselves well at the recent 
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Scruting, and will have their names sub- 
mitted for audience with His Majesty. 


(5) Chiang Jen-ching GLA GE) is 
directed to vacate his post and proceed to 
Peking for presentation to His Majesty by 


. the Board of Civil Office. [Chiang Jen-ching 


is Taotai of the Yellow River, to which 
post he was appuinted in 1876.] 

(6) A Decree. Mao Chfan :-hsi, President 
of the Board of War, was a man of deep 
learning and wide experience. Starting 
his career as a member of the Hanlin, he 
became attached to the Censorate and 
thence passed by different steps to a 
metropolitan Directorate; lhe was then 
given the command of the volunteers 
in Hunan for the extermination of the 
rebels in that Province, and afterwards 
was promoted to the pusts of President 
of the Board of War and Chancellor 
of the Hanlin, with a seat in the Board of 
Foreign Affairs. His ability and unfailing 


' attention to his duties have been evidenced 


for many years. On account of illness, 
leave of absence had been granted him, in 
the hope that his strength might be restored 
by attention to his health. We have long 
placed confidence in him, and the news of 
his decease has moved our profound grief. 
As an Act of Special Grace We direct that 
he be awarded the title of Junior Guardian 
of the Heir Apparent, that he be granted a 
To-lo-ching Pall, and that the Beileh ‘I'sai- 
yi be told off with ten officers of Our guard 
to offer libations on the proper day. ‘The 
posthumous marks of compassion that are 
by law awarded to a President of a Board 
will be awarded him ; all penalties recorded 
against his name will be cancelled, and the 
proper Oilice will report to us on the rites 
to which he is entilled. Let his eldest sun 
Mao Sheny-én be made a second Secretary 
of a Board, and his grandson Mao ‘T'‘zii- 
wang receive a chii-jen degree, admitting 
him to the Metropolitan Competition. 
When his remains are conveyed tu his 
home let the local officials along the line of 
route pay them due honour, that Our high 
regard for Our faithful Minister may be 
manifested. 

(7) A Decree. The Censor K‘ung Hsien- 
chiieh requests Us to forbid Governors-Gen- 
eral and Governors to apply for the services 
of officials stationed in other. provinces. 
The reason of such applications is that the 
Governor who makes them is intimately 
acquainted with the character of the otticials 
he applies for, aud is therefore able to 
employ them to the best advantage. If, 
as the Censor fears, the granting of such 
applications opens the door to intrigue, and 
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favours the prosecution of private ends, it 
is quite proper to take measures of precan- 
tien against such abuses, For the future 
all Governors-General and Governors will 
be careful not to apply for such oflicers 
except with honourable and will considered 
intentions. [Note.—The Censor’s repre- 
sentation is probably directed against ‘I'so 
Tsung-t‘ang, who has lately applied for a 
great number of ofticials from other pro- 
vinces. ] 

March 31st.—(1) A Decree, directing 
Clifing-liang, au officer of the Imperial 
Guards who lately attempted to extort 
money from Kuniyinpu by producing the 
draft of a memorial to the Throne (see 
Guzette of 22nd March), to be temporarily 
deprived of his rank in order to facilitate 
the investigation. 

(2) Li Ming-ch‘ih requests that an ex- 
pectant Taotai named Li-Kuang-liao whose 
services have been long and distinguished 
but who was some time since cashiered for 
not being able to arrange a family dispute, 
may be reinstated in his oflice; the said 
official having sold his private property and 
from the proceeds defrayed a public debt 
to the Hunan irregular levies amounting 
to close upon 10,000 taels.—Referred by 
Rescript to the Board. 

(3) Li Ming-ch‘ih reports having handed 
the seals of office to T‘u Taung-ying. He 
takes this opportunity of thanking His 
Majesty for his great forbearance, in that 
he has not visited his errors of adminis- 
tration with a severe penalty. 

(4) The Governor of Kueichou reports 
the capture of the brother of the chief of a 
seditious association who laid a plot to 
seize the provincial capital by a coup-de- 
main in 1879. The chief of the plot 
escaped, and is still at large... The brother, 
having lately ventured to return, has been 
apprehended and proved to be concerned 
in treasonable plots of more recent date. 
Consideration of these later offences will 
however be dispensed with, and he will 
be executed on the score of his relatiouship 
to the instigator of the former seditious 
movement, in which movement he himself 
also played a prominent part, 

April 1st.—(1) Li Han-chang represents 
that he lately caught a bad cough, owing, 
principally to sedulous attention to his 
mother who has been suffering frum dysen- 
tery. His Majesty was recently pleased to 
give him twenty days leave to recruit his 
health, and he is now happy to report that 
although his mother is not herself again, 
the symptoms of her malady have 
disappeared, aud that his own cough is 
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completely cured. He will therefure return 
to lis usual duties. 

(2) Memorial from the Military Lieut- 
enant-Governor of Urumts‘i, deciding that 
a recurrence to the earlier form of the law 
affecting .the treatment of notorious cri- 
minals would at present be inadvisable. 

April 2ud.—(1) A Decree, directing the 
naniys of a number of metropolitan otfticials, 
who hve satisfactorily undergone the 
supplementary scrutiny, to be recorded 
for employment as Prefects and ‘Taotais. 
One oflicer, by name Hui Chih, is to await 
employment as Customs Taotai. 

(2) The Governor of Kianysi reports the 
escape of three criminals from the gaol at 
Jui-ch‘ang Hsien. The old gaol was des- 
truyed at the time of the rebellion aud has 
not been since rebuilt, prisoners being 
lodged at a house hired for the purpose. 
A fire recently broke out in a house adjoin- 
ing this temporary gaol, and during the 
confusion the three criminals, all of whom 
were under sentence of death, manazed to 
wrench off their manacles, pull down the 
wall and escape. ‘Two of them are still 
at large, and the usual penalties have 
therefore been apportioned to the District 
Police Master and others concerned, 

(3) Memorial from Mei Cl‘i-chao, Direc- 
tor General of the Yellow River. He 
observes that, in order to devise effectual 
measures for repairing the banks of the 
Yellow River and restraining it within its 
bed, it is needful to be exactly informed of 
the conditions of the stream, its deep and 
shoal places, the direction of its bends, and 
its width at different points. The embank- 
ments and other defences of Eastern divi- 
sion of the River have been recently 
surveyed and mapped out, but the exact 
distance from shore to shore, and the re- 
lative position of the three sub-prefectures 
on the southern bank and the four sub- 
prefectures on the northern bank, have not 
been accurately determined. The wind- 
ings of the River here are very confusing, 
and its width varies from about twenty to 
six or seven li or even fuur or fiveli. The 
reason of this variation is the rapidity with 
which the River forms deposits at different 
places, aud the frequency with which it 
shifts its bed. This latter phenomenon 
Memorialist attributes, in the main, to the 
dangerous practice of constructing dame in . 
the narrow reaches, whereby the violence 
of the current is greatly aggravated. While 
recognising the hand of destiny in the 
great chanze of the river’s course in 1855, 
he would refer it, secondarily, to this same 
cause. The proper way is to construct 
dains in the wide reaches, and with this 
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and other measures of precaution in 
view, Memorialist has deputed an officer 
to make a thorough survey of the 
spots in question, and embody the results 
of his observations in a map on a scale of 
one inch to the li shewing clearly the 
direction of the bends, the width of the 
stream at various points, and the soundings 
of its deep and shallow places. On receipt 
of this map he proposes to visit that part 
of the river in person, and inspect the 
dykes and embankments in course of con- 
struction.—Rescript : Noted. 

April 3rd.—(1) A Decree, in answer to 
a representation by the Director of the 
Court of the Imperial Stud. Provincial 
Governors, when in want of competent 
officials from other provinces to fill subor- 
dinate posts, are directed to apply for 
‘them generally, and not to single out 
particular officers by name, as this prac'ice 
appears likely to give rise to intrigues and 
produce other undesirable results. No 
application for the services of officials 
belonging to the Hanlin or otlrer Metro- 
politan Boards will in future be entertained. 


(2) ‘Tang Hsien-yang Gena aD) is 


appointed Taotai of the Yellow River. 


(3) Mu 'T‘eng-ah is permitted to retire on 
full pay, being over seventy years of age 
and in feeble health. 

(4) Ho Ju-chang, Envoy to Japan, re- 
quests leave of absence for two months to 
visit his family. He represents that he is 
a humble scholar of Kuanytung origin, and 
after serving over ten years at Peking has 
now held office for four years abroad, 
during all which time he has not seen his 
parents, ‘Their hearts are now stirred 
with longings to see him, and he on his 
part experiences @ similar solicitude to 
return to his home. He therefore pro- 
poses to start for Kuangtung as soon as 
his successor arrives, and to proceed to 
Peking by steamer in the spring. —Granted 
by Reseript. 

(5) Li Han-chany reports that the An- 
namese Euvoy entered Hupei on 7th 
November, on his return journey. He 
was duly escorted from stage to stage and 
passed into Hunan on 16th February. 

(6) Chfen Shin-chieh submits the annual 
returns of the population of Cuékiany for 
the past year. The total of men and 
women of all ages is given at 11,571,937. 
The Census was taken at the end of autumn 
by the subprefects, department magistrates, 
and district magistrates throughout the 
province. The population was ascertained 
by a door to dvor inquiry, at the time of 
the sc.uting of the tithings. 
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The result ; reports that his leave having expired, 


wag, in each case, verified by the Prefect 
concerned, who proceed d in person to the 
ditferent villages and visited a family here 
and there to test the accuracy of the 
returns. 


April 4th.—No documents of importance, 


April 5th.—(1) Wulapu ‘CB ki Th) is 


appointed Senior Deputy Supervisor of In- 
struction. Liang-kuei (fi Ai ) is appointed 
Junior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction 
Yen-mao ( #2) is appointed Sub-Di- 


rector of the Court of State Ceremonial. Hatt 
Chien-yin (late secretary to the mission at 
Berlin) is attached to Li Hang-chang’s 
Yamen to await employment as a prefect. 

(2) The Governor of Kuangsi reports the 
completion of the review of the provincial 
troops which was some time since inter- 
rupted by his illness. He has now inspected 
in person the divisions quartered at the pro- 
vincial capital, and is in receipt of the 
reports from officers deputed to visit the 
outlying yarrisons. The review has on the 
whole passed off well, the men displaying 
fair proficiency in the use of their weapons, 
The number of ponies was found to be 
complete, and the condition of the guns 
aud other arms satisfactory. 

April 6th.—(1)-The Presidents af the 
Buard of Civil Office report that at the last 
monthly examination of officials by pur- 
chase selected for service in the provinces, 
one candidate, on being closely questioned, 
was unable to state correctly his mother’s 
maiden name; another stated that he had 
no brother, whereas mention is made of 
such in his written bond; and a third 
could not recollect the year in which he 
purchased his appointment. All three are, 
without doubt, substitutes, and, as such, 
have been handed over to the Buard of 
Punishments. - 

(2) Ch‘ien-hsi, Military Deputy Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Ch‘aha‘rh, represeuts 
that in obedience to au Imperial Decree, he 
has hired 1,300 carts, to be used in the tran- 
sport of troops and military stores to Urga. 
A grant of Tis. 18,000 inas been made by 
the Board of Reveuue to defray the neces- 
sary expenses, but the money has not yet 
arrived at Kalyan, and the carters have 
applied for a small advance. Memorialist 
had accordingly handed over to them Tls, 
2,000, which sum he succeeded in borrow- 
ing from the Kalyan merchants. Mean- 
“hile, he has deputed officials to proceed 
with all speed to Peking and bring vut the 
money. 

(3) Hsi Ch‘ang, Political Agent at Urga, 
he 
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started from Kalgan for his post on March 
15th. He had some fifteen days earlier 
sent to two divisions of his body yuard and 
the members of his staff, with directions 
to travel on alternate days. The main body 
of his troops remain at Kalyan until sufli- 
cient carts have been hired for the transport 
of their bayyage. For himself, lhe observes 
that he had for some time been suffering 
from a pain in the chest and, in the absence 
of competent physicians, aggravated the 
symptoms by taking wrong medicines. 
The consequence was that, owing to weak- 
ness, he was unable to obtain any sleep 
for half a month from the 23rd of February 
onwards, and was reduced to a state of 
great bodily prostration and mental in- 
activity. Happily however he has lately 
again been able to obtain an hour or two’s 
sleep at night, and this indication of re- 
turning health, combined with the fact 
that important frontier business awaits 
him at Urga, has determined him not to 
apply again for leave of absence. He will 
therefore continue to take the chance 
medicines he has brought with him, and 
will trust to the good luck that ever 
attends on His Majesty to effect his 
complete recovery.—Rescript : Noted. 

(4) Postcript memorial from the, same 
officer, representing that the cavalry force 
maintained at Urga is inadequate to the 
requirements of that region. A certain 
head herdsman, by name Tamilingchapu, 
was sometime since degraded for an act of 
negligence, but was restored to his rank 
and oflice, on the application of the Peking 
Field Force Authorities, in consideration 
of his having presented a hundred ponies 
to that Division. For another recent fault 
he was dismissed, but has already repur- 
chased his original rank of head herdsman, 
and now volunteers to subscribe 200 ponies 


for the public service on condition that he - 


is reinstated in his office and has restured 
to him his original brevet rank of the 2nd 
degree. Memorialist observes that this 
offer is closely analagous tu the former one 
which was duly approved of hy His 
Majesty, and, moreover, that the 200 
ponies are strong and serviceable animals. 
Under these circumstances he beys ‘o 
support the application of Tamilingchapu, 
—Referred by Rescript tothe Board of 
War. 

(5) The Governor of Kueichow requests 
that no expectants except those belonging 
to the ‘proper path’ of advancement may 
be forwarded to him for another year to 
come.—Referred to the Board. 

April 7th.—(Court Circular.) Min-an 
paid his respects, on his arrival at Peking. 
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To-day the Court begin to wear white 
wristbands (instead of black), and assume 


- the ermine coat, 











(1) A Decree, confirming the. decision 
arrived at by Ling-kuei at a recent investi- 
gation of charges against certain clerks 
belonging to the Board of Revenue. They 
have been accused of withholding receipts 
from the depusitors of money until their 
own claim for illegal fees had been com- 
plied with, and of various other malprac- 
tices. There is now shewn to be no 
evidence of much malpractice on their 
part, or of their retention of office after 
the expiration of the usual period. They 
are all therefore acquitted with the ex- 
ception of Han Shih-chieh, who is cashiered 
on the ground that he has been repeatedly 
denounced and his conduct has formed 
the subject of public comment, 

(2) A memorial from the Governor- 
General of Szechuen, disapproving of the 
proposed alteration of the criminal law 
affecting notorious criminals, The argu- 
ments employed are, in the main, identical 
with those of the Governors of other pro- 
vinces, and the Governor-General, promises 
that in future even greater care shall be 
taken to avoid injustice at the trial of a 
prisoner whom it is found necessary to 
sentence to summary execution. 

April 8th.—(1) A Decree, sentencing 
Lung Shih-ch‘ing, the official writer who 
drew up the draft of a memorial by which 
it was hoped that money would be extorted - 
from Kuniyinpu, to military labour on 
the postroads, Ch‘ing-liang, the officer of 
the Imperial guards who delivered the 
anonymous document and has already been 
dismissed from office, is to retire to his 
native place and be there placed under the 
strict surveillance of his Banner authorities. 
The Board of Ceremonies is directed to 
report on the plea of Kuniyinpu, that his 
conduct in marrying his graud sons during 
the period of national mourning is justified 
by a provision of the collected institutes of 
the Cn‘ing dynasty. 

(2) Ting Pao-chen, Governor-General of 
Sz-chuen, represents that from the end of 
1877 to the end of 1879, the inhabitants of 
eiglity-six sub-Prefectural, departmental, 
and district towns in Sz-clinen contributed 
some 1,445,800 taels towards the expenses 
of the provincial administration. This, 
added to previous contributions of a similar 
nature amounting to Tis. 3,961,000 odd 
which have not been as yet officially ac- 
knowledyed, gives a total Tls. 5,407,400, 
and, according to the new regulations, 
entit es the districts in question to eighteen 
extra civil and eighteen extra military 
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chii-jen degrees at the next competition. 
Mewmuorialist, after commenting on the 
value of such subscriptions, without which 
it would be impossible to carry on the pro- 
vincial Government, begs, in conjunction 
with the Literary Chancellor, that twenty 
of the degrees may be thrown open for 
competition at the next examination, and 
the remaining 16 at the examination which 
will take place in 1885.—R:ferred by 
Rescript to the Board. 

April 9th.—(1) Liu T‘ing-mei, Junior 
Deputy Supervisor of Lustruction, prays 
that a strict inquiry may be held into the 
circumstances under which part of the 
Confacian Temple at Suochow was recently 
destroyed by fire. He observes that never 
yet did a fire originate without a cause, 
and that the statement of the custodians 
of the temple that it was carefully lscked 
up and closed to visitors at the time caunot 
be accepted without confirmatory evidence, 
which is not forthcoming. — In his opinion 
there were strangers withiu the building at 
the time, or it was used as a storehouse 
for combustible materials of some sort. In 
any case, the custodians should be rizor- 
ously questioned and not allowed, 
they wish, to take refuge in such general 
and flimsy pleas as that there is no clue to 
the origin of the fire. Memorialist would 
further sugyest that the Temple be repaired 


_ at once, and the expense be defrayed from 


money lying at the disposal of the Board 
of Reorganisation: he is of opinion that 
the plan of the Governor, who wishes to 
levy a general subscription for this purpose, 
is objectionable, both on accouut of the 
delay it would involve and the dissatis- 
faction it would give rise to among the 
provincials.—For Rescript see Guzette of 
21st March. 

(2) Ting Pao-chen requests that Yen 
Huai-chu, a second secretary in the 
Board of Punishments, who has recently 
absconded from Kuei-chow with ‘Lis. 5,700 
which he had raised there by pubiie cou- 
tributions, may be at once cashiered. 
Strict search will be made for him and 
when captured, he will be tried and un- 
sparingly seutenced.—Rvescript : Let it be 
as requested. 

April 10¢ch.—(Abstracts of Memorials.) 
An application of Liu Ci‘ang-yu, Governor 
General of Yiin-kuei, to retire on the score 
of ill-health and desire to be near His 
Majesty, is disallowed, 

(1) The Superintendents of Peking Cus- 
toms report the seizure of a horse laden 
with contraband wine, and of his driver. 
Two other men maniged to break away 
from the police at the time with beasts 
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From the statement of 
the prisoner captured it appeared that the 
wine in question was made at Shuang 
Ch‘iao-erh outside the Tung Chih Mén, 
and smuggled into Peking from time to 
time over the wall. The prisoner. was 
engased with a number of other drivers to 
receive it at the bottom of the wall, and con- 
vey it thence to the place of sale in the city. 
He has been handed over to the Board of 
Punishments, and it is now requested that 
the Ottice of Gendarmerie may be called 
upon to speedily effect the capture of the 
other offenders. For Rescript, see Gazette 
of March 22nd. In a postscript memorial 
the same officers complain that they have 
reason to believe that an organised system 
of smugyling over the wall exists in the 
neighbourhood of every gate. The number 
of men employed in this contraband traftic 
is so large that the police are afraid to 
interfere. Very serious consequences are 
to be apprehended froin this state of things, 
and memorialists fear that, if it be suffered 
tu continue, every class of criminals and 
every variety of contraband goods will 
be enabled to enter and leave Peking 
without impediment. They therefore pray 
that the Police authorities may be directed 
to take prompt and energetic measures to 
put down the abuse in question. 

(2) Chang Chih-tung, the new Governor 
of Shansi, represents that there are still 
over 200 cases in his province of District 
and Department Magistrates who have 
hitherto failed to make good the public 
debts incurred by them whilst in office. 
Some of these cases have been pending for 
nearly twenty years, and their details are 
exceedingly complicated. He therefore 
deprecates any step calculated to increase 
this complicatiow, or add to the delay of 
settlement; aud, having lately read in the 
Gazette that the Governor of Anhui has 
applied for the services of Kao Ch‘ung-chi, 
an expectant Taotai wiio was ouce District 
Magistrate of Yaug-chii, he begs His Ma- 
jesty to cancel the assent he yave to that 
application, and direct the Taotai in ques- 
tion to proceed to Shansi and to settle his 
accounté thare before starting for Auhui. 
Granted by Rescript earlier published. 

(3) The Governor of Kuangsi brings to 
His Majesty’s notice ¢he services rendered 
by the provincial troops in the suppression 
of brigandage and rebellion. He speaks iu 
high terms of the courage of the men, and 
the skill and inteyrity of their officers. 
They firmly refused either to give ear to 
to idle suspicions or to wrongfully arrest 
innocent persons or inen who had returned 
from their evil courses to an honest life. 
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Neither did they venture on an occasion to 
magnify the size of an affair in order to 
obtain more praise for their success. Me- 
morialist states that, in a little over a 
year, between twenty and thirty gangs of 
brigands have been exterminated in Kuang- 
si, and he ventures tv submit a list of the 
officers and men whose services have been 
most marked, that they may receive the 
usual marks of Imperial approbation. 

April 11th. — (Court Circular). The 
authorities of the Ha t‘a Méu forwarded a 
present of sea-fish for His Majesty. 

(1) Shao Hsien, Treasurer of Shansi, is 
ordered to Peking. Fang Ya-shih, Judge 
of Chilli, is appointed Treasurer of Shansi. 
Kang-yi, Judge of Kiangsi, is transferred 
in the same capacity to Chihli. Liu Jui- 
fén, Taotai of Shanghai, is appuiuted 
Judge of Kiangsi. 

(2) Chang Chih-wan, the new President 
of the Board of War, is accorded the pri- 
vilege of riding within the Forbidden City. 

(3) Memorial from Kuniyinpu, apprising 
His Majesty of the late attempt to extort 
money from him by a threat of denuncia- 
tion. Nearly the whole of the memorial 
appeared in the answering Decree publish- 
ed on 22ud March. The bearer of the 
letter, it appears, not only suggested that 
@ present from the General would be sutti- 
cient to stay further proceedings, but in- 
dicated the source from which such present 
might come, viz., from the money the 
General had amassed whilst commanding 
at Chin-chou Fu. Memorialist, after 
quoting and justifying his conduct by the 
rules laid duwn in the collected Institutes. 
begs to enclose for His Majesty’s informa- 
tion Ch ‘ing-liany’s two cards and the draft 
of the memorial left at his house by that 
officer. He mentions in conclusion that 
he is starting for his post at Hangchow on 
27th March, and will await His Majesty’s 
decision there. For the sentence passed 
on Ch‘ing-liang see Gazette of 8th April. 

April 12th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with the report the 
Princes and Ministers were directed to 
submit upon the proposals of Wén-shuo 
and others for the better protection 
of the Palace. Nearly all the matter 
of the present memorial has already 
been published in the Gazette, having been 
embodied in the answering Decree of 
March 25th. The various sugvestions of 
Wé6n-shuo are again reproduced at length, 
and their adoption is in almost every case 
recommended ; the chief exceptions being 
unimportant matters of detail, and, here 
and there, a measure of precaution which 
is shewn to be already iu existence. For 
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full particulars of the arrangements re- 
commended see Gazettes of February 2ud 
and 7th, and March 25th. 

April 13th.—(1) A Decree, calling upon 
the Governor-General of Chihli and the 
Governor of Peking for the report they 
were last year directed to submit upon the 
best arrangements for the protection of the 
grounds in the neighbourhood of the Ming- 
Tombs; Ch‘eng Tuan having again com- 
plained that the illegal cultivation of land 
and felling of trees still continue, 

(2) Memorial from Ting Pao-chen pray- 
ing that, as he is still required to provide 
heavy military subsidies for other provinces 
during the present year, he may be again 
alluwed to call upon his provincials for the 
usual public contribution towards current 
expenses. He observes that the sources of 
income in Szechuen are now very few, owing 
to the fact that many requisitions for mo- 
ney and forced labour that used to bear hea- 
vily on the people have been abolished. The 
receipts from the lekin tax are disbursed as 
paid in, and in spite of the greatest econo- 
my on the part of the Treasury, the liabi- 
lities of the province continue to be in 
excess of the means* wherewith to meet 
them The people, however, having be- 
nefited nota little from the recent reduction 
of taxation, may well be called upon to 
contribute from their means at this time of 
financial pressure ; and Memorialist will, as 
before, maintain a constant watchfulness 
to guard ayainst extortionate demands 
under any pretext. Rescript :—Noted. 

(3) The Military Lieutenant-Governor of 
Urumtse‘i prays that a mark of Imperial 
approbation may be bestowed upon Liu 
Jui-fen, ‘Taotai of Shanghai, for the regular 
and efficient matter in which he has for- 
warded money for the pay of the troops to 
Urumt‘si. Referred to the Board. 

(4) Liu Chin-t‘ang forwards the petition 
of an expectant Prefect named Li Ch‘ing- 
t‘ang, who wishes to change the last char- 


» for the character 
hic yang, ou the ground that the former 


character formed part of the cognomen of 
a distant ancestor, Memorialist observes 
that the officer in question is actuated by a 
very worthy motive, and that having left 
home at a early age, he was till recently 
unaware of the disrespect he had been 
shewing to his ancestor by bearing part of 
the same cognomen.—Rescript : Let the 
Board of Civil Office take note. 

April 14th.—(1) The Prince of Kung and 
others submit five more suggestions cal ca- 
lated to ensure the maintenance of a better 


acter of his ming tzi, 
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guard round the palace. (1) In future 
cases of theft from the palace build- 
ings, the officers on duty who should have 
prevented such an occurrence should be 
dealt with much more severely than here- 
tofore. (2) Steps should be taken to 
secure that the ranks of the palace guard 
. are recruited only from young and stalwart 
soldiers. (3) The practice of, allowing old 
and feeble men to act as substitutes for 
the real members of the guard should be 
stringently forbidden, and a more liberal 
allowance of pay should be made to the 
latter. (4) The rewards bestowed on 
soldiers who have been instrumental in 
arresting criminals should be more liberal 
and sooner conferred. (5) The high ofticer 
of the Imperial Household should as re- 
quired by law be in attendance at the 
palace daily, and should not, as now fre- 
quently happens, be allowed to depute a 
secretary to perform this duty for him. 
The above suggestions have been approved 
of in a Rescript earlier published. 

April 15th.—(Court Circular.) To-day 
the Court assume the felt cap, the grey 
velvet collar, and the cotton-lined coat 
and overcoat without the white wristbands, 

(1) A Decree, cancelling the sanction 
earlier given to a request of Chang Chih- 
tung that Wang Wen-chin, a compiler of 
the Hanlin, might be sent out to him ; that 
official having expressed his unwillingness 
to go, and requested the Hanlin Authorities 
to bring his case to the notice of His 
Majesty. ; . 

(2) A Decree. Ting Jih-ch‘ang, late 
Governor of Fukien, rose gradually from 
the post of a District Mazistrate to the 
high position of a Governor, and traces of 
his wise administration of Kiangsu are 
still extant. He was granted leave to 
retire from the Governorship of Fukien 
on account of ill-health and the news of 
his decease has moved Our profound 
grief. As an act of special yrace let 
him receive the mark of compassion befit- 
ting hia position ; let all penalties recorded 
against his name be cancelled, and let the 
Yamén concerned report to Us on the 
observances by which itis right that he 
should be honoured. 

(3) Tfang Chiung ere), Taotai in 
Szechuen, is appointed Treasurer of Yiin- 
nan. 

Shao Yu-lien (Ay RK HE), late Secre- 
tary at the Chinese Legation, Petersburg, 
and now a Secretary of the T'sung-li Yamén, 
ia appointed Taotai at Shanghai. 


Shéng-t‘ai (FE ZS) and Sung-shén =) 
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HA) are’ appointed Sub-Chancellorsa of the |- 
Grand Secretariat, the former officer to 
retain his present appointment of Imperial 
agent in Ili. [Note.—Sung-shéu is a 
nephew of Ch‘ung-hou.] 

(4) Memorial from Li Hung-chang on 
the present condition of the Tung Tien 
or Eastern Lake. Memorialist’s atten- 


.tion has been called to this subject by 


a Decree directing him to inquire into 
certain charges brought against a former 
acting magistrate of Wén-an Hsien. One 
of the complaints made against this officer 
is that he increased the tax upon lands 


‘lying within his jurisdiction; the lands 


indicated being obviously those that have 
been reclaimed from the Lake. Into this 
charge Memorialist proposes to enter at 
once, reserving consideration of the re- 
maining counts until the evidence bearing 
upon them is more complete. He observes 
that the Tung Tien is a vast marsh measur- 
ing 60 or 70 li from N. to S. and 140 or 
150 i from E. to W. It is especially 
important as being a reservoir into which 
the Ta-ching and other rivers empty them- 
selves; and the Emperor Ch‘ien Luny, 
by an edict issued in the thirty-seventh year 
of his reign, insisted on the fact that the 
utility of the Lake depended on its being 
kept broad and deep, and directed that a 
stop should be put to the then existing 
practice of contracting its area by the re- 
clamation of lands formed by the deposits 
brought down by the different streams. 
But in course of time this prohibition 
came to be disregarded and the land was 
little by little brought under cultivation, 
so much so.that at present more than half 
of the marsh has been reclaimed. Me- 
morialist, whilst travelling between Tien- 
tsin and Taku, has himself observed the 
whole district in question covered with a 
thick growth of rushes, which not ouly 
offer serious impediment to the passage of 
the water but which have actually blocked 
up the main chaunel in the centre of the 
Lake to such au extent that an enormous 
outlay will be required to remove the ob- 
struction. Steps should however without 
doubt be taken for its removal; for the 
fluods that occur on the upper waters of 
streams are in part due to this cause, and 
there is reason to fear that unless some- 
thing is done the whole Lake will gradually 
silt up and inundations on a much more 
extensive scale will result from the absence 
of an adequate outlet for the river “waters. 
Although cultivation .on a limited scale of 
the low lying lands in this locality was al- 
lowed by Ch‘ien Lung, it was expressly ati- 
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pulated that no part should be reclaimed at 
the risk of obstructing the free passage of the 
water, and that reclaimed land which had 
been registered and had paid taxes as free- 
hold, should be in future considered leaxe 
hold property, the rent being assessed 
according to its productiveness, and the 
proceeds going to form a fund to refray 
the expenses of river works. No one, at 
the same time, was allowed to occupy more 
thun hundred mow of the land in question ; 
and the gentry, yamén underlings, and 
ether influential classes were forbidden to 
become proprietors of the land on auy 
pretext. All these stipulations are now 
openly ignored, and such fraud and dis- 
honesty is practised by the real-landholders 
that their land is legally forfeited to the 
state. But making allowance for the 
ignorance of the people and reflecting 
upon the complications that it would give 
_Yise.to, Memorialist is not disposed to 
recommend the adoption of such a step. 
_ Wishing however to decide upon some mea- 
pure of accommodation, he last autumn 
deputed competent officers to survey the 
conditions of the locality, and he is now 
in receipt of their report on the subject. 
They recommend that any cultivation of 
land which distinctly interferes with the 
free passage of the water shall be at 
once discontinued, and that in’future no 
attempt shall be made to reclaim lands 
_ over which, at present, there is a depth of 
two or three feet of water. If any land of 
the former description has been hitherto 
paying taxes to the state, these shou'd be 
how remitted, and the land surrendered 
again to the waters. Where the obstacles 
presented to the current by plots of 
cultivated ground are not quite so serions, 
it will be sufficient to open siuices in these 
in these plots, through which the water 
may find easy passage. One or more dredg- 
lng boats, according to the amount of avail- 
able funds, should be stationed permanently 
on the Lake, to remove the deposits of 
of mud and uproot the rushes. ‘The re- 
maining suggestions of the Commissioners 
are directed towards obtaining more favour- 
aulu treatment for the holders of the re- 
claimed lands, in the matter of the rent 
they will have to pay and forced labour, 
Which has heretofore been exacted from 
them in very unequal proportions, Mein- 
- orfalist records his hearty approval of the 
~ above suggestions, and concludes by stating 
that the accusation against the Magistrate 
of Wén-an Hsien, befure adverted to, is 
entirely without foundation, and was pro- 
bably suggested by some of the dishonest 
Proprietors of large holdings, who huped 
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thereby to check the investigation into 
their title to the land, aud to frustrate any . 
hew arrangements it was in contemplation 
to sanction, Their schemes, however, must 
necessarily fail, for the condition of the 
Lake is of the utmost importance, and the 
operations with regard to it cannot possi- 
bly be deferred.— Rescript : Nuted. 

April 16th.—(1) Decree. Some time 
age, on the representation of Ch‘en Pao- 
chén, Expositor of the Hanlin, that there 
were many discrepancies in the late trial 
for murder at the San P‘ai-lou in Nauking, 
We sent Linshu, President of the Mon- 
golian Superintendency, and the Vice-pre- 
sident Hsiieh Yuu-shéng, to hold an en- 
quiry on the spot. These two high officers 
proceeded with all haste to Nanking, aud 
after atrict investigation in court, caused 
copies of the evidence given by the several 
parties to be made, and reported in a 
memorial to Us the general circumstances 
of the case. By Decree We commanded 
them to hold an enquiry with their subor- 
dinates, and to pass sentence. A second 
memorial has uow been received from 
them. [Here full» ws a resumé of the case, 
the particulars of which were given at 
length in the Gazette for Jan. 8+h q. v.] 
from this memorial it would appear that 
it was Chou Wu who formed the design of 
murdering Chu Piao, and that Shén Pao- 
hung was his aider and abetter in the 
act, aud further that these two men have 
evaded justice for upwards of three years, 
It also appears that Hu Chin-ch‘uan has 
deliberately put men in peril of their lives, 
and wrongfully caused the death of two 
persons. For these several offences We 
command that Chou Wu, known otherwise 
as Chou Pu-chén, be sentenced to be at 
once beheaded ; that Shén Pao-hung be at 
once strangled; and that the cashiered 
lieutenant-colonel Hu Chin-ch‘uan be at 
ouce beheaded. ‘These sentences are in 
each case to be immediately carried into 
effect. The Salt Commissioner of the Two 
Huai area, Hung Ju-k‘uei, who conducted 
the trial, was guilty of groas negligence in 
transcribing the evidence, inasmuch as 
he seems to have been not in the least 
aware that Hu Chin-ch‘uan had suburned 
the witnesses and illegally beaten them. 
Again, the expectant district magistrate, 
Yen K‘un, to whom the case was com- 
mitted for trial, inasmuch as he carelessly 
accepted the statements put into the 
mouths of the witnesses by Hu Chin-ch‘uan 
as genuine evidence, and subordinated hia 
opinions to those of the latter, has shown 
himself both foolish and culpably in error. 
We command that he and Hung Ju-k‘uei 
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be both deprived of their rank and banished 
to the military post roads, there to expiate 
their offence by hard labour. In all else let 
action be taken in accordance with the 
decision of the Commissioners. The ex- 
pectant sub-prefect Tan Ohih-héug, and 
the expectant district magistrate Ting Jén- 
tsé will severally be handed over to the 
Board for examination and punishment. 
The late Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, Shén Pao-chén, in that he was 
guilty of carelessness in managing this 
affair, was certainly much to blame. But 
he is dead, and no investigation need be 
taken in his case. Let the proper Board 
take cognisance of this Decree. 

(2) A Decree. The State regards all 
criminals with heedful care and compas- 
sion, and the very high value it seta on 
human life is shown by the fact that in 
cases where the life of a man is at stake 
and extenuation or exaggeration of his 
guilt is possible, it requires that the utmost 
caution be exercised not once but again. 
Every year, at the autumn assize, it is 
only after much deliberation - and with 
many feelings of compunction that we 
decide the prisoner’s doom. How careful 
then should our provincial magistrates be, 
who preside over judicial enquiries, and 
those who have the right of applying tor- 
ture whilst so preaiding, to conform 
themselves, in all important investigations, 
to the generous purpose of the Govern- 
ment, and with unbiassed minds make 
minute enquiry, to the end that neither 
wrong be done nor undue indulgence 
shewn. We have this day opened and 
read a memorial from Lin-shu in answer 
to Our Decree, wherein he states that the 
men who suffered death as guilty in the 
San P‘ai-lou murder case had had grievous 
wrong done them. Such careless and hasty 
decision of the case (by the presiding 
magistrates), whereby they wrongfully 
caused the death of innocent men, is indeed 
detestable, and We have already caused 
all the officials and magistrates to whom 
the trial was entrusted to be severally 
punished. Hereafter, let all Governors- 
General and governors in the provinces 
over which they preside, whenever a case 
of murder is to be tried, not fail to give 
strict orders to their subordinates to make 
the most careful investigation into it. 
Should there be any doubt or discrepancy, 
let them with redoubled zeal set themselves 
to resolve it, and go over the evidence 
again with the utmost care. There must 
be no suspicion of carelessness or, what is 
worse, perverse adherence to a preconceived 
epinion, so that wrong be done to the 
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prisoner. As for the military authori- 
ties, they are by law forbidden to take 


part in such trials: and conduct such as |: 


that of Hu Chin-ch‘uan, who put a story 
into the mouth of an innocent man and 
forced him, under torture, to confess to it, 
thus dealing with human life as though it 
were of less value than the commonest 
weed, can only be regarded as reckless and 
iniquitous in the last degree. Should a 
similar case occur in any province, we will 
assuredly visit with the severest penalties 
Governor General and Governor without 
shew -of mercy or indulgence. Let this 
spc be circulated for the information 
of all. : 

April 17th.—{1) Tso Tsung-t‘ang reports 
that he intends to start on a tour of milit- 
ary inspection on 5th March. 

(2) Mei Oh‘i-chao reports that he has 
visited in person some of the most import- 
ant stations on the eastern division of the 
Yellow River. He found the works, asa 
rule, in an efficient state of repair, and 
directed that the embankments at Haing- 
tsé and other points should be strengthened 
hy fresh layers of brick work, so that all 
might be in readiness for the approaching 
‘ peach ’ freshet. 

(3) Ho Chang requests that Niu Shéng, 
a Brigade General now inspecting the coasts 
of Chekiang and Fukien, be instructed to 
prolong his cruise that he may be enabled to 
effect the capture of the pirate chief Chin 
Man, whose forcesare already seriously crip- 
pled by engagements with the Imperialists. 


April 18th.—(1) Sun Yi-mou $¥ 9M g 
is appointed Salt Commissioner of the 
Liang Huai area, in the room of Hung 
Ju-ktiei, just sentenced to banishment on 
account of his share in the first hearing of 
the San P‘ai-lou murder case, , 

Li-shan is continued for another year 
in his appointment as Superintendent of 
the Suchow manufactory. 

Ch‘ing-yii is directed to-proceed at once 
to take up his new appointment as Director- 
General of the Grain Transport. 

(2) K‘uny Hsien-chiio submits a memo- 
rial, praying that Governors-General and 
Governors may be forbidden to apply for 
officials from other provinces. He points 
out that from all provinces alike comes the 
constant complaint of the plethora of ‘ ex- 
pectants, and the request that further drafts 
may for the present be discontinued. And 
yet the Governors who make this lament are 
at the same time continually requesting 
that officials stationed elsewhere may be 
directed to proceed to their province and 


hold themselves ready for employment |: 
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there. There is an inconsistency here 
which Memorialist can only explain by 
supposing, which indeed is almost incred- 
ible, that there are no men of ability among 
the hundreds of the ‘expectants,’ or that, 
which he fears is more probable, the Gov- 
ernors in question are merely anxious to 
secure appointments for their friends and 

és, Several recent appointments 
made even by the Grand Secretaries Li and 
Tso have given rise to comment as to the 
motives which influenced those high officers ; 
amd the action of officials of less exalted rank 
naturally comes in for a greater share of 
the public criticism. The system of trans- 
ference is in truth an unsound one ; for if 
the officer transferred is a man of no capa- 
city, why should search be made far afield 
to discover him? and if he is possessed of 
administrative talents, the province he is 


» summoned to is benefited at the expense of 


the one he leaves, which not only luses his 
abilities but also the experience he has 
collected during his tenure of office there. 
Besides, the official himself is often loth to 
leave a province with the conditions of 
which he is well acquainted and the con- 
fidence of whose people he has gained. 
From whom then do the constant appeals 
to be transferred come? From.two classes 
of officials, mainly : those whose avaricious 
and unscrupulous nature is well known, 
and those who see no chance of substantive 
or acting employment where they are. But 
men of natural ability who do not immedi- 
ately make a way for themselves in the 
world refrain, if they have a particle of 
self-respect, from attemptiny to effect this 
end by becoming tuft-hunters at the doors 
of the great.—Memorialist then proceeds 
to shew that if an official obtains pro- 
motion on account of his uprightness 
aud integrity, other candidates will culti- 
vate those virtues, in the hope of a 
similar reward. If, on the other hand, 
intrigue and adulation promise speedier 
advancement, to these arts the whole 
body of expectants will naturally resort. 


The evils that would probably ensue from. 


the system of allowing officials to be re- 
tained in their appointments beyond the 
usual term were pointed out by Ch‘ien 
Lung in a Decree issued in 1765, and 
further restrictions regarding the ‘transfer 
of official were sanctioned by the Emperor 
Chia Ch‘ing. In the present day however, 
Governors and Governors-General act as if 
no such regulations had ever been in ex- 
istence, and Memorialist would therefore 
pray His Majesty to forbid the Provincial 
authorities to apply for officials to be trans- 
ferred from other provinces uuless after 
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mature deliberation, and to direct the 
Board to decide upon a code of penalties 
for officers offending in this respect ; that 
high officials may have no field for the 
exercise of favouritism, and subordinate 
officials may learn to rely exclusively upon 
themselves and their own merits for pro- 
motion in the service. —The foregoing 
memorial has already been referred to the 
consideration of the Board. 


April 19th.—({Abstracts of Memorials). 
Yen Ching-ming memorialises, requesting 
His Majesty to cancel his recent appoint- 
ment (as President of the Board of Re- 
venue ).— Rescript : We have carefully 

rused this memorial : let You Ching-ming, 
in obedience to Our previous Decree, at 
once come to Peking and take up his 
appointment. His request that his com- 
mission may be withdrawn will not be 
entertained. 

(1) Ch‘en Lan-pin, late Minister to 
Spain, Peru, and America, is appointed ® 
Minister of the Tauug-li Yamen. 

Chiin-ch‘i, late Hoppo at Canton, is 
appuinted Comptroller of the Office of the 
Imperial Household. 

(2) A Decree. Li Hung-chang repre- 
sents to Us that his mother has not re- 
covered frum her long illness, and he prays 
for leave of absence to visit her. We have 
perused his memorial, which is couched in 
urgent terms, and, as We deeply sympathise 
with him, We cannot but grant his request. 
We therefore yrant Li Hung-chang one 
month’s leave to proceed to Hupei and 
visit his mother. On the expiry of that 
term let him return with all despatch 
to his duties. We further decree that 
eight ounces of ginseng be bestowed upon 
his mother, to assist the progress of her 
recovery. Let Chang Shu-sheng in the 
meantime act as Governor-General of 
Chihli, combining with that office the 
functions of Minister Superintendent of 


Trade. Let Yi-k‘uan act temporarily as 
Governor-General of the Two Kuang 
Provinces. 


(3) Ch‘ing-shan ( 8) is appointed 
Brigade General of Cia P‘u in Chékiang. 

(4) Wu_ Ta-ch‘eng, Administrator of 
Ninguta, Kirin, submits his views on the 
question of the tranference of officials from 
province to province. He begins by obser- 
ving that the government or misgovernment 
of a province depends on the ability of the © 
ofticers employed in ita administration ; 
and the responsibility of selecting. these 
tests with the Governor. If he makes a 
careful and judicious selection, then the 
talented among his subordinates have a 
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field for the full exercise of their abilities, 
and those of mediocre attainments see 
towards what they should direct their 
efforts If, on the other hand, he is re- 
stricted in his chuice by technical regula- 
tions, or allows personal considerations 
to influence his selection, it is inevitable 
that the country at large should suffer. 
Now, public opinion as to the merits 
of a candidate for office is sufficiently 
reliable, and when the appointment of a 
particular candidate to a post would ma- 
terially affect the prosperity of that locality, 
and it so happens that the Provincial 
authorities and the Board be at issue on 
the question the one wishing to secure his 
nomination, and the other insisting on 
rigid rules which such nomination would 
violate, —the ultimate decision of His Ma- 
jesty should be determined entirely by 
considerations of expediency. To apply 
the above observations more particularly 
to the case of Kirin, the Memorialist points 
out that the system of government there 
has just been remodelled so as to approxi- 
mate more closely in its form to that of the 
Highteen Provinces of China Proper. A 
number of new administrative divisions 
have been constituted, and it has been de- 
cided that the first appointments are to be 
filled by competent officers belonging to 
the ‘proper. path’ who have held sub- 
stantive office before. The Imperial sanc- 
tion was also given to a proposal, sub- 
mitted by ‘the Board, that in future the 
rules affecting appointments and transfers 
in Kirin should be the same as those. now 
obtaining iu Feng-t‘ien and the Kighteen 
Provinces. To this proposal Memorialist 
takes exception. He represents that the 
administrative changes in Kirin are too 
recent and the country too unsettled to 
admit of the innovation. For some time 
there will be need of the services of officers 
possessing undoubted capacity and ex- 
perienos, ant if, as is now suggested, 
the Kirin authorities are to be denied 
the privilege of applying for officials 
from outside provinces, or retaining in 
Kirin such as have shewn themselves 
eminently qualified fur their duties there, 
it is feared that the country will suffer 
from misgovernment consequent upon 
a death of capable men in the ranks of 
its administrators. He would therefore 
suggest that the Board be directed tu 
again memorialise the ‘Throne on the sub- 
ject, proposing that a term of, say, three 
or five years be prescribed, duriug which 
period it shall be allowable to apply for 
the services of officials stationed in other 
provinces ; aud that, at the expiration of 
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that term, the province of Kirin, if suffi- 
ciently ripe for the change, shall be placed 
on the same status, in this particular, as 
Feng-t‘ien and the Provisces of China 
Proper. R-=script ;—Let the Hoard deli- 
berate and report. 

(5) Ts‘én Yii-ying reports the arrest of, 
and requests permission to cashier aud 
place on his trial, an expectant assistant 
District Mayistrate, who lately absconded 
from Taiwan to Canton with two married 
and three unmarried women he had 
mamanaved to kidnap at the former place. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

April 20th.—(Court Circular). The wear- 
ing of the summer hat will commence ou 
the 29th instant. 

(1) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that he is making every effort to despatch 
to Peking at an early date the full amount 
of the grain tribute for 1881. The total 
amount at which Shantung was assessed for 
that year was 305,443 piculs rice and beans 
included, and there further remains a 
balance of 1,175 piculs due on the 1880 
account.—Rescript.: Let the Board of 
Revenue take Note. 

(2) Tfan Chung-lin requests permission 
to suspend tablets in several temples, the 
presiding deities of which have been instru- 
mental in obtaining rain and averting hail- 
storms and other calamities. A signal 
instance of the interposition of the deities 
of the Nien-po Hsien Temples is placed on 
record. On the firat day of thé year 1870 
when the authorities were engaged in per- 
forming the usual ceremonies in honour 
of the Emperor, a body of Mohammedan 
rebels took advantage of the unguarded 
state of the walls to make an assault on the 
city. They found themselves confronted, 
however, by an innumerable host of super- 
natural warriors patrolling the wall with 
red lanterns in their hands. The rebels 
were struck with terror at the unnatural 
size and stature of their opponents and 
retreated with precipitation, whereupon the 
Chinese troops sallied out and fell upon 
them, inflicting severe loss and securing a 
period of peace throughout the neighbour- 
hood.—The request of the Memorialist is, 
in each case, granted by Rescript. 

April 21st.—(Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor of Shun-t‘ien reports a rainfall in 
the Metropglitan District of over an inch 
(of saturation.) 


(1) Hsi-ching (IR fi) is appointed a 
Reader of the Grand Secretariat. Hsi- 
chiin E53) is appointed Groom of the 
Library. ; . 
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(2) Chung P‘ei-hsien, Director of the 
Court of the Imperial Stud, submits a 
memurial deprecating the practice of per- 
witting the Provincial authorities to apply 
for the services of metropolitan officials. He 
points out that the number of * expectants’ 
in each province is much large than ever 
before, and that among such a host there can 
be no dearth of available talent. Why then, 
he asks, should Governors be allowed to 
move otticers away from their proper sphere 
of action in the metropolis to undertake 
less familiar duties imu the provinces? 
During the rebellion no doubt such a 
measure was often necessary, but peace has 
long been re-established and there is no 
reason for the coutinuance of the practice. 
Besides, it-is often derozatory for a 
Pekingese official, a graduate of the Hanlin, 
for instance, whose duties require his 
constant attendance on the Emperor, to 
accept service under a Provincial Goveruor. 
His Majesty of course is pleased sometimes 
to confer a provincial appointment upon a 
member of the Hanlin, but in that case the 
rank and title of the official in question are 
changed, and he becomes a Tavtai or a pre- 
fect: whereas a member of the Haulin 
who proceeds to a province on the applica- 
tion of the Governor occupies au anomalous 
position, retaining on the one hand his 
original rank aud his connection: with a 
metropolitan office, but at the same dis- 
charging the functions of a provincial 
official. Memorialist then adverts to the 
intrigues and favouritism which are in- 
separable from the system he is assailing, 
and quotes at length a decree of the Em- 
peror Chia Uh‘ing forbidding the Chief of 
a Metropolitan Department on his tranfer 
to a provincial Governorship to take with 
him any of his suvordinate officers except 
those destined fur thecomm and of troops 
or the expedition of criminal cases. ‘Ihe 
Decree in question was issued in answer to 
a request of a recently appointed acting 
Governor-General of Chihli that he might 
be allowed to take a certain Censor with 
him to his new post. ‘That request the 
Emperor Chia Ch‘ing positively forbad : 
and Memorialist points out that a Hanlin 
graduate ranks far above a mere Oensor, 
and yet requests for the transfer of Hanlin 
graduates form the subject of an increasing 
number of memorials from the provinces, 
in spite of the established illegality of 
such applications. He therefore prays 
His Majesty sternly to forbid in future 
such applications, and meanwhile to di- 
rect the Board to draw up a list of all 
Hanlin officers and Secretaries of Boards 
who have within recent years been tranys- 
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ferred to the provinces on the application 
Governor, and to submit a memorial pray- 
ing that they may be one and all recalled 
to Peking.—A Deoree has appeared forbid- 
ding, in future, applications for Hanlin 
graduates or secretaries of Buards, and 
applications, except in general terms, for 
the services of officials stationed in other 
provinces. In a Postscript Memorial, the 
same Officer observes that the inconsistency 
of the Provincial Governors, who complain 
on the one hand of the surfeit of ‘ ex- 
pectants,’ and at the same time demand 
the transfer of officials from other pro- 
vinces, has been a continual puzzle to 
him. If the expectants are indeed in- 
competent they should, in accordance 
with usage, be examined and dismissed, 
their place being taken by fresh drafts. 
Perhaps it is maintained that the officials 
called for from other provinces are all 
men of exceptional abilities ; but, if so, 
the loss of the province from which 
they are withdrawn counterbalances the 
gain of the province to which they are 
sent. Perhaps, on the other hand, it may 
be said that their abilities, though not 
remarkable, are at any rate well-known to 
the Governor who desires their tranafer ; 
but surely the Governor in his province 
has also every opportunity of acquainting 
himself with the talents and capacity of 
his immediate subordinates. In a word 
Memorialist is of opinion that the system 
is a thoroughly unsound ove, and opens 
the door to matiy abuses which strike all 
the root of good government ; and he prays 
His Majesty, in the interest of his empire, 
to cause an immediate stop to be put to 
it.—For Decree see Guzette of April 3rd. 

(3) Memorial from: the: Censor Ch‘en 
Chii-t‘ai, finding fault with the conduot of 
Lin Chao-yuan, Governor of Kueichow, 
who lately applied for permission to retain 
at the provincial capital an expectant offi- 
cial who failed to acquit himself well at 
the test examination.—Referred to the 
Board. 

April 22nd.—(1) Jen Tao-jung reports 
that, since his arrival in Shantung, he has 
considerably reduced the expenditure in 
connection with the Chi-nan Fu Arsenal, 
by stopping the manufacture of articles 
other than gunpowder, bullets, and caps, 
and dismissing a number of superfluous 
workmen and officials attached to the 
establishment. A grant of Tls. 27,000 
was last year set astde from the land-tax 
receipts to defray the expenses of the 
Arsenal, and memorialist will take an early 
opportunity of laying the details of the 
expenditure before His Majesty. 
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(2) Li Hung-chang requests that the 
usual rewards may be bestowed upon some 
expectant officials, whose names do not 
appear in the memorial, who have been 
instrumental in discovering and entering 
on the tax register some 890,000 acres of 
land recently brought under cultivation in 
the neighbourhood of the great wall and 


Dolonnor. Tis. 112,000 have already been. 


paid as deposit money by the proprietors 
of the land in question, who will further 
pay an annual laud tax to the state amount- 
ing to Tis. 12,000.—Granted by Rescript. 

April 23rd.—{1) A Decree, sanctioning 
the request of the Governor of Kueichow 
that eicht extra militury and eight extra 
eivil chéi-jen deyrees may be thrown open 
in perpetuity for competition at the pro- 
vincial capital, in consideration of the 
provincials waiving their claim to recover 
from the Government Tis. 4,300,000 ex- 
pended by them towards the maintenance 
of irregular recruits at the time of the 
rebellion. 

(2) The Governor of Honan represents 
that, in obedience to instructions received 
from the Board, the Literary Chancellor 
has carefully revised the list of provincial 
licentiates, with the view of depriving of 
their degrees such as have failed to present 
themeelves at the annual test examination 
six consecutive times and upwards. Failure 
to attend these examinations on three 
consecutive occasions has hitherto been 
punishable by deprivation of degree, but 
taking into consideration the utter dis- 
order caused by war and famine from which 
the province long suffered, it was thought 
fit that a candidate who had not missed 
more than six examinations should be 
allowed to attend at a special examination 
before the Chancellor, and qualify himself 
for the retention of his degree. The result, 
of the recent revision of the lists is that 
487 civil and 1,106 military licentiates, 
are shewn to have missed more than six 
consecutive examinations, among whom 
are several officials who have since obtained 
appointments elsewhere. In accordance 
with his instructions the Literary Chan- 
cellor recommends that all these should be 
deprived of their degrees, but memorialist 
begs to intercede with His Majesty on 
their behalf, urging the disturbed condi- 
tion of Honan for many years and the 
general exodus of the provincials at the 
time of the famine, which rendered it 
impossible afterwards for many of the 


candidates to return for the periodical 
examinations.—Referred to the Board. 
Memorial from Tso Tsung-tang, Chou- 


Heng-ch‘i, and T‘an Ohtin-p‘ei, represent- 
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ing that it would, in their opinion, be 
inadvisable at present to modify the law of 
summary execution of notorious criminals. 

April 24th.—{1) A Decree, in answer to 
the Censor Hung Liang-p‘in, who repre- 
sents that the scholars from time recom: 
mended to His Majesty’s notice by the 
Proviucial authorities on account of their 
filial piety, integrity, and general upright- 
ness are frequently men of quite the 
opposite character, so much so that in 
some cases they do not scruple to hire a 
substitute to write their essay at the. very 
examination at which they are supposed to 
be giving evidence of the virtues above 
enumerated. His Majesty observes that 
the examination in question is a special 
State institution, and that candidates 
should be most careful that their actions 
are in harmony with the moral qualities to 
which prominence is given at the competi 
tion. In future the selected candidates 
will, in accordance with the suggestion of 
the Oensor, be subjected to a second 
rigorous scrutiny at Peking before they are 
presented at the Imperial andience ; and 
the Board of Civil Office is directed to 
draw up rules to this effect. 

(2) Chang Chih-tuny, Governor of Shansi, 
represents that he is making arrangements 
for the total abolition of the system of 
forced labour, which still exists in the 
neighbourhood of afew District and De- 
partmental towns in Shansi, causing great 
inconvenience both to the labourers and 
to the merchants and others who have to 
contribute towards their support. To this 
end he begs permission to remove from his 
post a Department magistrate who has 
shewn himself unequal to cope with the 
difficulties connected wlth the question.— 
Granted by Rescript. ; 

(3) Memorial from Li Hung-chang on the 
river works rendered necessary by the 
change in the course of the Hu-t‘o Ho, 
which now flows in its old bed, the Tzii-ya. 
The Hu-t‘o Ho is one of the five great 
rivers of Chih-li, and formerly found its 
way by the Tzii-ya to Tientsin, and thence 
to the sea. But in 1868 it left ite bed at 
Kao-ch‘éng (lat. 38° 10’ long 115°) and 
took a northerly course through Chia- 
chou, Shén-tsé and An-p‘ing, and then, 
falling into the old channel of the Yang-ho, 
flowed past Hsien Hsien, Ho-chien, Jén- 
ch‘in, Pao-ting Fu, Pa-chou, and the 
neighbourhood of Ta-ch‘éng made it im- 
possible to conduct the river back into its 
old channel at the place; but meanwhile 
there is no outlet for its waters along its 
new course, the Yang Ho, leading as this 
doea only into the basin of Wen-an, which 


‘Wén-an, but it hardly 
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has been formed in the course of years 
into a vast swamp. To remedy the evils 
thus brought upon the districts and town- 
ships along the river, Memorialist caused 
acanal to be dug from the Yang Ho at 
Hsien Hsien to the Tzii-ya. The total 
length of the cutting was 33 li, and the 
depth varied, according to the nature of 
the ground, from 7 to 19 feet. The breadth 
at the surface was from 110 to 150 feet ; at 
the bottom, from 50 to 120. With the 
earth excavated dykes were constructed 
liel to the banks and some 50 or 60 
eet from them. The work was completed 
last summer. When the barriers were 
opened and the water let in, it was found 
that the whole volume of the stream was 
diverted from the Yang Ho, and was now 
flowing along the canal into its old bed the 
Tzii-ya. This was an unquestionable bene- 
fit to the townships from Hsien Heien to 
é entered into the 
original scheme.of the Memorialist, which 
was to only partly draw off the water from 
these districts. As it is, the canal is too 
small for the volume of water passing 
slong it, and accordingly Memorialist gave 
inatructions to the Taotai of Tientsin and 
others to survey the ground and enlarge 
the canal. The survey has now been held, 
and the work will be begun at once. 
Momorialist states that in the province of 
Chihli, where the expenditure exceeds the 
income, it is difficult on ordinary occasions 
to find money for extensive works, but 
just now the sums remaining over from 
the contributions of the Southern Pro- 
vinces to the Famine Fund are fortunately 
at his disposal, and these will be applied 
to this work while at the same time the 
people will be called on to assist with 
money and labour. Memorialist requests 
that tokens of Imperial approbation may 
be hestuwed on such of the officials and 
people as shall distinguish themselves by 
their exertions. He encloses for their 
Majesties’ inspection a map of the district. 
Rescript, Let officers and people alike 
exert themselves zealously in securing the 
safety of their lands. Thuse who may dis- 
tinguish themselves shall have their names 
sent in for rewards or promotion. The mapis 
retained. Let the proper Board take note. 
April 26th.—(1) Heit Chan-piao (R 4 

) is appointed Brigadier General at 
ali K‘un. Chang Chia-hsiang (ie Fe 
&) is appointed Chief Supervisor of In- 


atruction. 
(2) A Decree, cashiering Hsi Ta-ch‘eng, 
Brigadier General of Pa-li K‘un, and Liu 
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Ch‘en-chiu, a Major stationed at the same. 
place ; the former on account of systematic 
embezzlement of the soldiers’ pay aud 
other malpractices, and the latter for 
aiding and abetting the wrongdoing of. his 
superior officer. 


3) Memorial from the provincial autho- 
rities of Fukien on the steps to be taken 
to remove the block in the service caused 

the excessive number of ‘ expectants.’ 

emorialists have perused representations 
recently submitted to the Throne which 
advert to the subject, and they were parti- 
cularly impressed by the wording of the 
Imperial Decree issued at the time of the 
appearance of the comet last year. They 
accordingly instructed their subordinates 
to report on the feasibility of meeting the 
difficulty in question by some system of 
examination, at which the expectants 
should be required to qualify themselves 
or to retire, temporarily, into private life. 
The report called for has now been sent in, 
and from the statistics contained in it it 
appears that there are at present in Fukien 
over 1,200 expectant officials on probation 
from the rank of prefect downwards. it 
these, some 200 are exempt from further 
examination as belonging to the ‘proper 

th’ of advancement ; but it is sugested 
that all the rest, together with 159 others 
who are now holding substantive office in 
different parts of the proviuce, should be 
summoned to the provincial capital aud 
subjected to @ rigorous examination 
conducted by the Governor and his sub- 
ordinates. One half of the prefects, De- 
partment magistrates, District magistrates, 
aud Salt Receivers, and two fifths of the 
sub-prefects, assistant sub-prefects, and 
petty officials so examined should be 
passed, those among the successful candi- 
dates who are holding substautive office 
being allowed to resume their appoint- 
ments, and the expectants still continuing 
to be eligible for permanent or temporary 
employment. All the unsuccessful candi- 
dates, on the other hand, should be 
deprived of their rank and directed to 
retire, for the present, to their native 
place. Moemorialists, after showing that 
misgovernment is the natural result of a 
too indiscriminate admission to office of 
candidates belonging to the ‘ purchase’ or 
‘recommendation’ classes, request per- 
mission to adopt, with certain reservations 
in favour of unsuccessful competitors, some 
such system of examination as that sug- 
gested in the foregoing report. Rescript : 
—Let it be as requested ; let the Board 
take nate. 
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(4) Ching-jui reports that a great many 
fir-trees at the Tung Ling have, in con- 
sequence of last year’s drought, been at- 
tacked and apparently destroyed by insects. 
He requests permission to inspect the trees 
in question once more after the autumn 
rains ; and if they shew no signs of life, to 
select an auspicious day for cutting them 
down and supplying their place by others. 
Resoript :—Noted. 

April 26th.—(1) A Deeree. The Grand 
Secretary Li Hung-chang has just been 
bereaved of hia mother, and should by 
rights be permitted to satisfy his filial 
feelings by observing the full period of 
mourning. But considering that Li Hung- 
chang has long held the Vicervyalty of 
Chihli, and has acquitted himself carefully 
and sucessfully in the conduct of the 
numerous and important questions that 


have from time to time come before him,- 


thereby obtaining Our fullest confidence ; 
considering, moreover, that the different 
military divisions now garrisoning Chihli 
‘are all troops originally trained by him and 
owe their efficiency to lony service under 
him, and that the establishment and training 
of a naval contingent for the protection of 
the northern waters is an experiment of 
quite a novel character, the supervision of 
which cannot well be transferred to inex- 
perienced hands ; and, lastly, considering 
tlie Vicvroy’s intimate acquaintance with 
the details of the foreign trade he has so 
long superintended, Ww have, after careful 
reflection, come to the conclusion that a 
modificatiun of existing usage is here neces- 
sary. We therefore direct Li Hung-chang, 
on the expiry of 100 days of mourning, to 
return with all despatch to his post and, 
retaining his present rank as Grand Secre- 
tary, to adininister the province vf Chihli 
as Acting Viceroy. The questions of the 
hour are attended with much difticulty, 
and the Viceroy should struggle to suppress 
his private sorrow, looking upon the affairs 
of state as of the first importance, and 
striving to make some return to Us for 
Our kindness to him. This will be the 
conduet that will inspire his mother’s mind 
with the comforting conviction that her 
eon, following the precepts early instilled 
into him, is devoting himself to the service 
of his country: and fervent is Our hope 
(that this view of the matter will commend 
itself to the Viceroy). 

(2) A Decree. The mother of the Go- 
vernors General of Hukwany and Quaihli 
was a woman of virtuous and gentle dis- 
position who trained her sons in the paths 
of rectitude ; and the news of her decease 
has stirred Our profound pity. The state 
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is bountiful in its treatment of high officials, 
and extends its liberality to the case of 
deserving mothers. Let due honour be 
shewn to the remains of the mother of the 
Lis along the line of route to Anhui, and, 
on their arrival at their destination, let 
an altar be.erected for the performance 
of a sacrificial ceremony ; that Our bounti- 
ful compassion may be made manifest. 

(3) T‘u Taung-ying is appointed Viceroy 


of the Hu Provinees. Pien Pao-ti Ch 
SF), once Governor of Shun-t‘ien Fu, 


is appointed Governor of Hunan. 

(4) Ting Pao-chen reports that, in order 
to secure greater regularity and honeaty 
in the administration of the salt revenue, 
he is engaged upon the compilation of a 
book, embodying a code of regulations on 
the subject, a copy-of which will, if His 
Majesty shall approve of the contents, 
be furnished to all officials and merchants 
at present. engaged in the Szechuen Salt 
Trade.—Reacript: Noted. 

April 27th.—(1). ‘Taai-ying resigns his ap- 
pointment as Director of the Court of Sacri- 
ficial Worship, on the score of ill health. 

(2) Memorial from Yen Ching- ming 
formerly Vice-President of the Board of 
Works, praying that his recent appointment 
to the Presidency of the Board of Revenue 
may be cancelled. He observes that six- 
teén years ago he retired from the gov- 
ernorship of Shantung through ill health, 
and during the intervening period he has 
had the honour to receive no less than ten 
summonses from His Majesty, a'l of which 
he was prevented from obeying. For this 
inability His Majesty wa. pleased, on each 
occasion, to pardun him, but none the less 
does the sense of. his own shortcomings in 
this respect lie heavily upon him, so much 
go that the thought of it at night throws hin 
into profuse perspirations. " On the 3rd of 
March he received a letter from Chang 
Chih-tung, Governor of Shansi, informing 
him that the Empress had issued a Decree, 
and summoning him to the Provincial 
Capial to listen reverently to its contents. 
The weather at the time was cold, and 
Memorialist was troubled with a cough 
and rheumatism in the left arm; but he 
devoted himself at once to the cure of 
these complaints aud commenced daily to 
practise the ceremony of the kotow, with 
the determination of proceeding to> the 
Provincial Capital in April or May, and 
thence, in spite of all maladies, to Peking, 
to gratify his long defarred desire to see 
His Majesty and to affurd him evidence, 
in his own halting and enfeebled frame, 
that his previous excuses were through- 
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out free from falsity or exaggeration. 
With this intention in view, he was in 
correspondence with Chang Chih-tung, 
when he suddenly received the news of his 
appointment to the Board of Revenue. 
After his fear and awe at the news had 
subsided, his thoughts turned to the 
responsibilities his new position, the im- 
portance of the department he was called 
to administer, and his own natural in- 
aptitude for figures. The dulness of old 
aye too was creeping over him, and he felt 
that that his acceptance of office would 
result in certain mismanagement of the 
public resources. Again he reflected that 
while he himself was old and useless, there 
were numbers of competent men ready to 
fill the post, and he was filled with a sense 
of shame that he, a useless log of wood 
lying in a field, should be by His Majesty’s 
unspeakable favour placed over the heads 
of so many of his superiors. The in- 
atance of Wang An-shih in the Sung 
Dynasty occurred to him, who, for his 
rejection of low Government posts and 
acceptance of high ones, incurred the odium 
of his contemporaries and an unfavourable 
verdict at the hands of posterity. For all 
these reasons, Memorialist canuot venture 
to accept the honour now accorded to him, 
and he prays His Majesty graciously to 
excuse his outspokenness and to caucel his 
appointment. He will, in accordance with 
his earlier determination, start for T‘ai- 
yuan Fu as soon as his health is suftici- 
ently re-established, aud proceed thence to 
Peking, to gaze upon His Majesty and 
thus dispel the disquiet previous omissions 
have occasioned him.—Rescript : We have 
carefully perused this memorial; let its 
author, in accordance with Our previous 
Decree, come at once to Peking and take 
up his appointment. His application for 
the withdrawal of his commission will uot 
be entertained. 

(3) P‘u Lien reports the death of the 
head of a Government pawnshop at the 
Tungling. The establishment in question 
was instituted in the reign of Yung Chéng, 
and during that and subsequent reigns 
grants to the amount of 150,000 tiao were 
issued to it, from which an annual interest 
dalculated at 24 per cent was paid to the 
Government. The pawnshop was further 
subsidised in the reign of Hsien Feng by 
an instalment of 15,000 tiao in copper and 
iron cash, each coin representing fifty or a 
hundred of the ordinary currency. It was, 
however, found impossible to put these 
cash into circulation, and the Imperial 
permission was obtained to distribute them 
among the Magistrates of the four Adjacent 
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Departments and Districts to dispose of 
as best they could. The sum subse 
quently remitted by these Magistrates to 
the pawnshop on this account was very 
inadequate, and as the interest on the full 
sum had, all this time, to be paid to the 
government, the establishment got into 
difficulties and had to apply part of its 
capital to this purpose. The chief pro- 
prietor being now deceased, his accounts 
have been officially examined, and his assets 
found to amount, in all two 113,677 tiao. 
The object of the present memorial is to 
request that the establishment may be 
started a fresh under the direction of one 
of the former partners, and that the inter- 
est on the 15,000 tiao may be graciously 
remitted by His Majesty from the present 
date. It is also requested that the usual 
measures may be taken to ensure the re- 
payment, by the four magistrates above 
mentioned, of the sums in which they are 
still indebted to the establishmeut.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

April 28th.—No documents of  in- 
terest. 

April 29th.—(1) The Governor of Kisng- 
su reports that the first instalment of rice 
for the metropolis, amounting in all to 
215,218 piculs, exclusive of the usual 
allowance to the sailors, left Shanghai in 
native sailing vessels for Tientsin last 
March. 

(2) Jén Tao-jung reports that he has 
disbanded six divisions of irregular troops 
in Shantung, reserving only 132 cavalry 
and 200 infantry to form a corps to be 
trained in heavy artillery exercise. He 
is at the same time, now that the irregular 
forces have all been disbanded or incor- 
porated with the regulars, taking great 
pains to reform the discipline of the pro- 
vincial troops, replacing the old and feeble 
by stalwart recruits, and generally, trying 
to render them a thoroughly effective part 
of the public service. . 

(3) The same officer reports the remit- 
tance to Tientsin and Peking, on various 
accounts, of Tls. 55,000. 

April 30th.—(1) Memorial from the 
President of Punishments, reporting the 
trial of Ch‘ing-liang, the officer of the 
guards guilty of an attempt to extort 
money from Kuniyinpu by threat of 
denunciation. The examination of the 
prisoner was directed towards ascertain- 
Ing whether he was aided by others 
in the drafting of the memorial. He 
was accordingly required to write out 
what he remembered of it in Court, and it 
was found that in handwriting and phrase- 
ology his production closely resembled the 
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draft left at the house of the Tartar - 


General. The sentence pronounced upon 
him together with other particulars con- 
tained in the present were embodied in 
the answering Decree which has already 
been published in the Gazette. 

May ist.—(1) A Decree. Li Hung- 
chang has in ® memorial given expression 
to his personal feelings and again requested 
that he may vacate his post and complete 
his term of mourning. In reading the 
outspoken statement of his grief We have 
been greatly moved. Filial duty is the 
principle on which Our Government rests, 
and it is hard indeed sternly to refuse this 

rayer and this to do violence to nature. 

Bui Li Hung-chang has long held his post 
in the metropolitan province ; the difficul- 
ties of the hour are vreat, the measures to 
be taken affect the Empire, the position is 
not to be compared with that of ordinary 
provinces. In the times of Yung Chényg 
and Ch‘ien Lung (1723-1796), the statesmen 
Sun Chia-kan, Cha Shih, Chi Ts‘éng-yiin, 
Chiang-ping and Yi Min-chung received 
special Rescripts directing them to pass 
the period of their mourning at their posts. 
In more recent times Tséng Kuo-fan and 
Hu Liu-yi have been employed in spite of 
their private sorrows. It is for Li Hung- 
chang to do his best to repress his personal 
grief and to feel for his Sovereign in the 
unavoidable difficulty in which He is placed. 
In accordance with the terms of the pre- 
vious Rescript, let him wait for the hundred 
days of mourning to be accomplished and 
them return at once to take charge of his 
post. Lot there be no further persistence 
in refusal. 

(2) Memorial from Ting Pao-chen, Gov- 
ernor-General of Szechuen, containing a 
high recommendation of Hua Lien-hui, a 
District magistrate who has rendered most 
valuable services in dealing with the diffi- 
culties and intricacies of the salt trade, by 
which the provincial revenue from this 
source has been greatly benefited. A Re- 
script has already been published in the 
Gazette creating Hua Lien-hui an expectant 
prefect. 

(3) The Governcr of Chékiang represents 
that the taxes to be remitted to Peking 
from his province are this year assessed a3 


follows :— 
Land tax....ccccccsesscssesee Ll. 300,000 
Salt tax and lekin on salt ,, 220,000 
Native Customs............ »5 40,000 | 
Foreign Customs ......... 9 220,000 
LOK  scsscercccccsccscevsees » y, 100,000 
Total......Tls. 880,000 
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The Provincial Treasurer now reports |. 
that the total amount of land tax |. 
that should aad be collected from 
Chékiang lands, is some 2,120,000 
but the amount actually "collected. falls 
far short of this computation and, in- 
deed, barely suffices to defray the current 
expenses of the provincial administration. 
It will thus be seen that it is impossible to 
remit to Peking the sum at which this 
branch of the revenue is assessed, though 
every effort will be made to meet the call 
by retrenchment in expenditure and tem- 
porary postponement of undertakings that 
would otherwise have been set on foot. 
Rescript :—Set the Board take note. 

May 2und.—A confidential memorial from 
Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, re- 
questing that he may be allowed to retain 
in his province, beyond the usual term, 
several officiala whose intimate knowledge 
of the conditions and requirements of the 
newly constituted administrative divisions 
render their services almost indispensable. 
Memorialist prays that, under the unusual 
circumstances of the case, his request may 
be sanctioned in spite of the technical ob- 
jections advanced by the Board.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

May 3rd.—{1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports that during the last year 
610,000 piculs of rice were subscribed by 
twelve prefectures and departments in his 
province, to form a store from which the 
poorer provincials may be relieved in case 
of dronght and famine.—Rescript : Noted. 

(2) Memorial from Ch‘eng Tuan, a 
descendant of the Ming dynasty, whose 
family has been invested with the title of 
Duke and required to offer periodical 
sacrifices at the Tombs of the Ming Em- 
perors. Memorialist complains that, in 
spite of a recent Imperial Decree, the land 
in front of the Tombs is still cultivated by 
the farmers in the neighbourhood, and 
much damage is caused by the reckless 
felling of timber. He feels it his duty 
once more to bring these proceedings to 
the notice of the Emperor, that he may 
not hereafter be accused of negligence and 
unfaithfulness to his trust. 

May 4th.—({1) A Decree, cashiering a 
second Secretary of the Board of Punish- 
ments, proved guilty of embezzling some 
5,700 taels of public contributions which 
he had undertaken to collect. He is 
further guilty of refusing to make good 
his defalcations, and inventing false pleas 
to gain time. 

(2) Memorial from the President of the 
Han-lin, forwarding the petition of a sub- 
ordinate of that office that he may be 
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‘excused from proceeding to Shani to place 
himself under the instructions of the Gover- 
nor, Chang Chih-tung. His plea is that his 
talents are of a literary character and not 
equal to the conduct of important practical- 

‘business. He has, moreover, recently 
noticed in the pages of the Gazette that an 

‘imputation has been cast upon the motives 
of officials whose services aré applied for 
by outside provincial Governments. He 
-ventures also to remark that an officer of 

‘the Hanlin cannot accept employment of 

this kind without some loss of dignity, and 
in these time when the avenues of official 
advancement are open to many whose 
eutrance would in olden times have been 
prohibited, it is important that the dignity 
of the Hanlin at least and the reputation 
of its officials should be fully sustained, 
especially when it is remembered what 

‘favours that office enjoys at the hands of 
the Emperor. Memorialist begs to for- 

‘ward and to support the prayer of his 

-subordinate. For Rescript see Gazette of 
. April 18th and 19th. 

(3) The Director General of the Grain 

Transport reports that, on hearing un- 
favourable reports as to the state of the 
Grand Canal, he deputed officers to pro- 
ceed to Shantung and ascertain the exact 
condition of the stream. He is now in 
receipt of their report, to the effect that at 
various points visited by them the depth 

of the water averaged from a foot or so to 

#0 little as four or five inches. As the 

. janks employed in the conveyance of 
the tribute-rico draw two feet and a 
‘half of water, Memorialist saw that no 

time was to be lost in devising some 
measures for the deepening of the canal. 

. He has according had recourse to the 
- usual methods of dredging the bed, and 

damming up the water below so as to 
increase the depth above, and he proposes 
that, if there should in spite of alt be an 
insufficiency of water at the time when the 

. Junks are due, to divert the waters of the 

_ Chin Mén stream into the canal, in which 
case he anticipates little difficulty in 
making the passage. In other respects he 
will adopt the precautions and imitate the 

- action of his predecessors. 

May 5th.—(Court Circular). The Board 

_ of Civil Office submitted a copy of the 
: Civil Service List for the summer quarter. 
: (1) Heit Yung-i is appointed Director of 
. the Grand Court of Revision. 

. _(2) A Decree in answer to a memorial of 
Wen-shuo. The Literary Chancellor of 
Honan lately caused the names of a large 

, Rumber of licentiates to be struck off the lists 
x for having failed to put in an appearance 
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at the annual examinations. His proceed- 
ings were considered to be too severe, and 
upon the remonstrance of the Censor Yeh 
Yin-fang, His Majesty was pleased to 
direct Li Ho-nien, the Provincial Governor, 
to report on the subject, and that high 
officer recommended that their degrees 
should be restored to the licentiates in 
question. The matter was thereupon re- 
ferred to the Board. Wen-shuo now re- 
presents to His Majesty that the views 
taken by the Censor, and the Governor 
were not the result of a disinterested 
inquiry into the merits of the case; and 
the authorities of the Oensorate, and 
the Boards of War and Ceremonies, are 
directed to hold an inquiry and submit the 
result to the Throne. 

(3) The original of Ch‘en Pao-ch‘en on 
the report of the settlement of the San 
P‘ai-lou murder case submitted by Liu 
K‘un-yi. It was in consequence of this 
memorial that two Imperial Commissioners 
were sent to Nanking to rehear the case, 
and its late publication is probably due to 
the fact that it was taken away by the 
Commissioners, who have not long returned 
to Peking. Memorialist points out many 
inconsistencies and improbabilities in the 


evidence as reported by Liu K‘un-yi. For 


instance, the queue of the victim was said 
to have been struck off at the scene of 
his murder, but it was never produced in 
Court. The brazier which was burning at 
the time that the crime was committed 
was, so the evidence shewed, carried 
away with them by the murderers, who 
would certainly first lave thrown out 
the burning charcoal. No traces of fire, 
however, were discovered on the ground. 
The victim was known to be possessed 
of some skill as a pugilist and to be car- 
rying a dagger on his person, and it 
is unlikely that he could have been des- 
patched without inflicting severe injuries 
on his assailants. Some further discre- 
pancies in the dates, and inconsistencies in _ 
the subsequent behaviour of the murderers, 
are commented upon by Memorialist, who 
then points out that since he has been able 
to detect so many inaccuracies in the- 
necessarily incomplete report submitted 
by Liu K‘un-yi, the contradictions and 
improbabilities would be found much more 
numerous were the whole of the evidence 
subjected to criticism. He concludes by 
shewing the important principles involved 
in this case, and prays His Majesty to send 
special commissioners to thoroughly inves- 
tigate it, and arrive at an equitable decision 
by which the public dissatisfaction may be 
allayed. For Rescript see Gazette of Jan- 
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uary 29th, and for full particulars of the 
trial Gazettes of January 8th and 10th. 

May. 6th.—(1) A Decree with reference 
to the conduct of officials deputed to con- 
vey ammunition and stores to the military 
stations in Mongolia. It has been repre- 
sented to the Throne that numerous abuses 
are practised by officials of this class who 
start with large retinues, claim free quart- 
ers aud maintenance at the towns through 
which they pass, smuggle private mer- 
chandise to a large extent, and make un- 
necessary calls upon the people for labour 
and means of transport. The Decree an- 
nounces that the retinues of such officers 
are to be considerably curtailed ; that their 
demand for horses and camels is te be 
calculated according to the weight of the 
stores of which they are in charge, a list 
and description of which will be forwarded’ 
before their departure, to the Military 
Lieutenant Governor of Ch‘ah‘arh ; that 
only officials above a certain rank are free 
to impress carts and quarter themselves 
on the inhabitants ; and that the offence 
of smuggling private goods among the 
stores will be followed by the severe 
punishment of the offender. _ 

(2) The rest of this and the whole of the 
next day’s Guzette is occupied with the 
memorial of the Imperial Commissioners 
deputed to rehear the San P‘ai-lou murder 
case. Scarcely any of the details are new, 
the first part of the present memorial 
consisting of an almost verbatim repetition 
of Liu K‘un-yi’s report of thesecond enquiry 
held by him, and the main facts of the 
latter part having been embodied in the 
final Decree on the subject which was pub- 
lished in the Gazette of 16th April. The 
criticisms of Ch‘en Pao-ch‘en upon the re- 
port of Liu K‘un-yi are taken in order and 
categorically replied to; the inconsisten- 
cies pointed out by him being shewn either 
to be imaginary or to be the result. of 
clerical errors on tie part of the writers 
who took down the depositions of the wit- 
nesses. The memorial is, in brief, a 
defence of the judgment arrived at by Liu 
K‘un-yi, which has been so violently 
assailed by the Censors, and the grounds 
upon which that judgment was based have 
nw been accepted by the Central Govern- 
ment as sufficient and satisfactory. 

May 7th.—This day’s Gazette is entirely 
taken up with the latter half of the pre- 
ceding memorial. : 

May 8th.—(1) Ch‘ing-yti, Governor of 
Kuangsi, reports the departure from Kuei- 
lin Fu of the Annamese Envoy and suite 
on their return journey from Peking. The 
Envoy arrived at the provincial capital, 
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under befitting Chinese escort, on 27th} 
February, where refreshments were pro- 
vided for him and he was invited to take a 
short rest. He expressed himself highly 
pleased with his reception and treatment 
at Peking, and much impressed with the 
condescension of the Emperor in transmit- 
ting by his hand a letter and presents for the 
Prince of Annam, an honour, he observed, 
rarely accorded to a tributary state by its 
suzerain. Moemorialist is convinced of the 
sincerity of the Envoy's expressions, and 
the latter,left Kuei-lin Fu on March 5th, 
by boat, en route for his native country.— 
Rescript : Noted. . ; 
(2) Memorial from Yii-lu, the Governor 
of Anhui, in answer to an Imperial Decree 
directing him to make some arrangement 
for the better administration of the 
difficult country constituting the bound- 
ary between Honan and Anhui, and 
lying between the Districts of Ku-shih 
and Shang-ch‘eng on the one side and 
Lu-an and Huo-ch‘iu on the other. The 
country in question is, physically wild 
and mountainous, and its inhabitants are 
of a most intractable disposition. In con- 
sequence of the Decree above quoted, a 
commission was appointed by Memorialist 
and the Governor of Honan to visit the 
locality and submit a report as to the 
measures necessary for its better govern- 
ment. Following the recommendations 
contained in this report, of which he is 


‘ now in receipt, Memorialist deems it inad- 


visable to establish a new District mayis- 
tracy in the vicinity, as was originally 
proposed, both on the account of the ex- 
pense such a step would involve and the 
longstanding traditions and arrangements 
which it would disturb. After careful 
thought and much correspondence with 
his colleagues, he has determined to 
transfer the Assistant Sub-prefect now 
stationed at Ying-chou Fu to Yeh Chia Chi 
in the District of Huo-ch‘iu, removing the 
Deputy Assistant Magistrate at present in 
charge of that locality to another spot on 
the border some 70 li distant. The Assis- 
tant Department Magistrate now residing 
at Lu-an will, in the same way, be trans 
ferred to Chin Chia Chai in that magis- 
tracy. By this arrangement the civil 
administration of the tract in question 
will be sufficiently provided for. For the 
military protection of the country s 
sergeant with 100 men under him will be 
permanently quartered at Yeh Chia Chi. 
This completes the arrangements so far as 
Auhui is concerned, and corresponding 
steps are contemplated by the Honan 
Government to ensure the tranquillity of 
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that part of the border which falls within 
the limits of Honan. Memorialist con- 
cludes by stating that the details of the 


_ present scheme, should it be approved of 
. by His Majesty, will form the subject of 


another representation to the Throne, and 


. that he believes that the Governor of 


five notorious criminals. 


Honan will shortly memorialise His Majesty 
onthe same subject.—Referred by Rescript 
to the Board. 

May 9th.—(1) Li Ho-nien, Governor of 
Honan, reports the summary execution of 
The chief offen- 
der was named Tu Té-li, a man who for 
many years had set the authorities at defi- 


_ ance and successfully resisted all attempts 


to take him, 


He was recognised as the 


_ chief of a formidable band of freebooters 


whose head quarters were in. the neighbour- 
hood of Wu-chih Hsien, had assumed an 
anti-dynastic title, and was feared far 
and wide on account of his numerous and 
systematic acts of murder and rapine. Hoe 
was finally secured and placed in confine- 
ment at Wu-chih Hsien by the Magistrate, 


_ but managed whilst in prison to correspond 
. with his son, who collected a crowd of fol- 
_ lowers the main body of whom attacked 


the court room of the Yamén, whilst a 
smaller division took advantage of the con- 


fusion to proceed to the gaol and liberate 


the prisoner. He was shortly afterwards 
recaptured, owing mainly to the cordial 
Cooperation of the gentry with the au- 


thorities, and when placed on his trial, - 


foreseeing that a second escape was out of 
the question, he confessed without reserva- 
tion to the various charges brought against 
him and was, with four others who had 
taken an active part in his rescue, executed 
at the scene of his crimes. 

May 10th.—(1) The Manchu General-in- 
Chief at Foochow, who is in charge of the 
Fukien Customs, reports the remittance, 
in bills, to the Office of the Imperial 
Household of Tis. 50,000. 

(2) The Censor Chang Hung-yiian calls 
the Imperial attention to a very common 
abuse practised by provincial Yamén under- 
lings upon candidates who are about to 
start for Peking to take part in a competi- 
tion. Their certificates’ are withheld from 
them, unless they are in a position to fee 
the underlings in question, until the last 
moment ; until, indeed, it is barely possible 
to arrive in Peking by the appointed time. 

he consequence wasthat many candidates, 
after a long and expensive journey, recently 
found that they had missed the object for 
which they started. It is accordingly re- 
quested that a day may be fixed for a 
upplementary examination of these can- 
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didates.—The suggestion has beén referred 
by Rescript to the Board. 

(3) T‘an Chung-lin reports the death of 
the Literary Chancellor of Kansu from an 
illness brought on by exposure to the sun 
and a subsequent chill. 

May 11th.—(Court Circular). The As- 
tronomical Board submitted a diagram of 
the forthcoming eclipse of the sun. 

A Decree. Li Hung-chang having long 
been Viceroy of the Metropolitan Province, 
the business of which is varied and the 
responsibilities heavy, it has been incon- 
venient to remove him suddenly from his 
post, and Decrees have consequently been 
issued, directing him to wait until the’ 
hundred days of mourning are passed, and 
then to return to take charge of his post. 
The Viceroy has now, in a later memorial, 
while asking pardon for giving expression 
to his grief, begged that Our orders be re- 
voked and that he be allowed to vacate his 
post and complete his term of mourning. On 
reading this memorial we were profoundly 
touched. The expression of Li Hung- 
chang’s sorrow and the repetition of his 
prayer are in accordance with the highest 
feelings of human nature; but in the im- 
portant provincial posts the choice of an 
Officer is determined solely by necessity. 
Still, it appears to Us that if Li Hung- 
chang be again directed as before to resume 
his appointments, he will not be at ease 
and Our sympathy to him will not be 
manifested. It is Our will therefore that 
Li Hung-chang vacate the posts of Grand 
Secretary and Acting Viceroy of Chihli. 
After the hundred days of mourning, let 
him reside at Tientsin and take the com- 


“mand of all the troops in the garrisons 


and train them diligently. Let him take 
charge of the post of Minister Superin- . 
tendént of Trade. For Our Minister to 
vacate his office and remain with his troops 
will be in accordance with the rule not to 
desert a post while under arms, and will not 
offend against the canons of right conduct. 
Having a full perception of the sincerity of. 
his fervent prayer, we have been constrained 
thus to act as the exigency requires, to 
enable him to satisfy his obligations as a 
pious son and a faithful public servant, and 
that he may have no reason hereafter to 
regret his conduct. With this all Our 
Empire should be made acquainted. Let 
Our Minister, feeling for Us in Our labours 
from morn till eve and duly appreciating 


the importance of his own post, strenuously 


exert himself to make worthy acknowledg- 
ment by rendering assistance to his country 
in her difficulties, that Our expectations 
regarding him may be justified. Let Wang 





Wéan-shao, member of the Grand Oouncil 
and Acting President of the Board of 
Revenue, proceed to Tientsin to explain 
this Our Edict, for his comfort in his dis- 
tress, and to acquaint him with Our wishes. 
pees be no further remonstrance from 


(2) A Decree. Ao-li, Assistant Resident 
in Tibet, submits that his health is not 
restored and begs leave to vacate his post. 
Ao-li has on two recent occasions obtained 
leave of absence, once to repair his cemetery 
and once on account of his health. The 
term of his leave having now expired, he 
should have proceeded with all despatch 
to take up his appointment to shew that 
he duly appreciated the responsibilities 
with which he is intrusted. Instead of 
this, he again represents that he has not 
recovered, and asks to resign his appolat- 
ment. His plea cannot be accepted as 
genuine, and were he to be now peremp- 
torily ordered to his post, it would be vain 
to expect him to display zeal in the public 
service. Let Ao-li resign his office and be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty. 

(3) A Decree, directing the authorities 
of the Imperial Academy to.use their best 
endeavours to reform the idle habits of the 
teachers and pupils who attend the Govern- 
ment schools for Manchu Bannermen. 

(4) Liu Ch‘ang-yu, Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow, prays for permis- 
sion to resign his office or come to Peking 
to have audience of His Majesty. After 
referring to his previous applications to 
withdraw from public life, he states that 
he is now hard on eighty years of age, and 
that his health is far from good and will 
not mend. His symptoms were aggravated 
by the grief he experienced last year at 
the news of the death of the Empress Dow- 

r, and by his anxiety at the protracted 
illness of Her Majesty Tz‘t Hai. Added 
to this, he feels that he is getting past 
active work, and though as yet he has 
made no important mistakes in his adminis- 
tration, it would be well that the provinces 
should be placed under the charge of some 

ounger and more energetic man. The 
script alludes to the importance of the 
post held by Liu Ch‘ang-yu, and the satis- 
factory way in which he has for many years 
acquitted himself. He is directed to apply 
himself once more to his duties, and his 


request to resign or to proceed to Peking 


is negatived. 
May 12th.—(1) Wang Tsu-ytian (Eff 
=D) is appointed Taotai of the Ch‘eng, 
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Mien, Lung, Mao, Oircuit in Szechuen, 
the post vacated by Ao-li, promoted to be 
assistant Resident in Tibet. 

(2) The whole of this and the next day's 
Gazette is occupied by the second and final 
report of the Oommissioners on the San 
P‘ai-lou murder case. The evidence is 
reviewed at wearisome length, but no new 
facts of interest are recorded as having 
been elicited. For the sentences awarded 
by the Oommissioners see the Decree in 
answer to this Memorial, published in the 
Gazette of 16th April. 

May 13th.—This day’s issue is entirely 
occupied with the remainder of the fore- 
going Memorial. 

May 14th.—{1) Memorial from Ting Pao- 
ohén, submitting the result of an investiga- 
tion into the conduct of Mao Jui-ch‘iny, 
& paymaster suspended four years ago by 
the Resident in Tibet on suspicion of 
appropriating part of the soldiers’ pay to 
himself. It appears that owing to the 
irregularity with which the silver for the 
troops was forwarded at the time, and 
the difficulties attending its transit, it 
had become the custom to borrow tesa 
from the local merchants, and issue it 
to the men in lieu of pay. This 
ment gave great satisfaction to the mer- 
chants, who charged what prices they 
pleased for the tes and were tolerably 
sure of getting paid when the tardy remit- 
tances of silver arrived. On the other 
hand great discontent was caused among 
the troops, who thus received the value of 
a very small proportion of their stipend. 
Mao Jui-ch‘ing arriving about this time at 
once took steps to improve this unsatisfac- 
tory state of things, and made arrange- 
ments for fetching silver from Szechuen, 
the troops gladly consenting to surrender 
one fifth of their pay to defray the ex- 
penses incurred in the carriage of the 
rest. The merchants having been thus 
deprived of a very important source ef 
gain, spread a report that the paymas- 
ter was defrauding the troops of their 
pay, and attempted in other ways to 
injure his reputation. Memorialist has 
now investigated the charges brought 
against him, and finds them one and all 
devoid of foundation. He concludes by 
apologising for the length of time that has 
elapsed since he was directed to furnish 
this report, pleading the distance of 
Tibet from Cheng-tu and the consequent 
difficulty in obtaining reliable evidence. 

(2) The Governor ef onan memorialisea, 
deprecating, for the present, any modifica- 
a of the existing law of summary execu- 

ion. 
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(3) The Resident at Hami reports the 
death of Mai-ha-mo-t’é, a Mohammedan 
Prince of the first order, and the applica- 
tion, through the widow, of his nephew to 
succeed to his position and titles. Memo- 
rialist wishes to examine the genealogical 
records of the family before formally sub- 
mitting the petition of the nephew to His 
Majesty. 

May 16th.—(Oourt Circular.) The Go- 
-vernor of Shun-t‘ien reports a rainfall in 
the Metropolitan District of over three 
inches of saturation. 

- (1) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that during the 7th year of the present 
reign some Tis. 25,700 were expended in 
repairing and improving the defences 
-againat floods in the vicinity of Hangchow 
and Chia-hsing Fu (Kahing.) 

_ (2) The report of the rehearing of an 
uninteresting appeal case in Szechuen, and 
‘three memorials on routine business, com- 
plete the record of this day’s issue. 

May 16th.—(1) Memorial from Pao 
Ch‘ao, Commander-in-Chief in Hu-nan, 
‘praying for permission to vacate his post 
on the ground of ill-health. Memorialist 
‘while at Tientsin reported the expiration 
-of his leave and his intention to proceed 
‘vid Chiang-nan to his post. On the way 

he visited several physicians, and never 
‘ ceased to take medicine for his complaint. 


‘ His old wounds have broken out afresh, . 


-and the dimness. of sight from which he 
: suffered has not yet left him. The doctors 
- all tell him that the more anxious he is 
‘ for his recovery the less likely he is to get 
- well. The pain of his wounds he might 
: make an effort to endure, but in the post 
:‘ which he occupies, good eyesight is indis- 
- pensable. He feels therefore that it would 
- be better for him to retire for a short time 
: to recruit his health, than to perform his 
duties in the perfunctory manner he needs 
- must, Rescript:—Let Pao Ch‘ao be 
- granted a month’s leave. He need not 
vacate his post. 
: (2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
‘ stating that he has just received letters 
-from home ‘telling him that his mother 
_isno better. He prays therefore that he 
. May be granted leave of absence to go 
: atonce to visit her. He states that his 
' mother, whose maiden name was Li [the 
. same character as the Grand Secretary’s— 
4) has been residing for some ten years 
"in the official residence of his brother Han- 
chang, the Governor-General of Hu-kuang. 
. She is 83 years of age, and her constitu- 
‘ tion had hitherto been robust. But last 
winter she suffered from dysentery, and 
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although the physicians succeeded in stop- 
ping the worst symptoms, she still con- 
tinued feverish at night. At the begin- 
ning of spring she was a little better. 
Memorialist had earlier sent his son 
Ching-fang to Hu-pei to wait on his 
mother with food and medicine in his 
stead, but a letter which he has just 
received informs him that she is affected 
with a continual cough, and cannot take 
food and drink in any quantity. She is 
old and is breaking up: and the thought 
of her absent son continually recurs to 
her, and makes her illness more dangerous. 
When Memorialist heard this his heart 
burned with anxiety and his sleep and his 
food were worthless to him. And since 
the day in the spring of 1870 when he left 
with his forces for Shén-hsi, and bade her 
her farewell thirteen years ago, he has 
never seen his mother’s face. A man has 
a long life time, it is said, to spend in his 
country’s service, and but a short term of 
years in which he can serve his parents ; 
and now that the illness from which his 
mother has long beon suffering still con- 
tinues unabated, Memorialist ali night 
long tosses about in his trouble, and not 
for a single moment is his mind at rest. 
It is therefore his bounden duty to earnestly 
pray Their Majesties for an unusual exten- 
sion of Their gracious kindness, and to beg 
that they will grant him a month’s leave 
of absence. This will enable him, he 
hopes, travelling slong the coast and up 
the river by steamer so as to make a rapid 
journey to Wu-ch‘ang, to visit his mother 
and to be a witness of her recovery, and 
to satisfy in some slight degree the feel- 
ing of affection which, as the jay for 
its parent bird, he entertains tor her. 
What bounds would be then set to his 
gratitude for such signal kindness on 
the part of Their Majesties? If this 
should indeed be extended to him, 
and his mother should by the favour 
of the Empress and the Emperor see 
the son who has long been a wanderer 
return and wait on her, she perchance 
might be restored to health. He would 
then go back with all speed to Chihli to 
rform the duties of his post. These, 
including as they do the Superintendency 
of Trade for the Northern ports, the — 
Directorship of the Coast Defence and the 
conduct of international affairs, besides the 
government of the province of Chihli, are 
of the gravest importance. It is his duty 
then to pray that an official of standing 
may be despatched to Tientsin to act 
provisionally in his stead, and so’ pre- 
vent delay or miscarriage. The reason 
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for his application for leave, the wish 
namely to visit his mother, he has care- 
fully set: forth in the present petition to 
the Throne, which he is sending by cou- 
rier-post for their Majesties’ perusal and 
approval. Hoe presents this Memorial with 
inexpressible fear and distress of mind. 
The Rescript has already been published 
in the Gazette of 19th April. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Li Ho- 
nien, requesting that marks of Imperial ap- 
probation may be bestowed on the daughter- 
in-law of Kuo Chung-yiian, a native of 
Tientsin, and expectant second captain in 
Ho-nan. This lady was married in 1877, 
and her dutiful conduct towards her hus- 
band’s parents had always been remarkable. 
In the summer of. last year her husband 
fell ill, and she waited on him in person, 
taking no thought for food or sleep, but 
burning incense and praying, wishing to 
give herself for him. And when at the 
cloge of the year he died, she vowed that 
she. would not survive him, and one night 
when the watch kept over her was relaxed, 
she secretly swallowed some preparation of 
lead [a cosmetic] and died the next day. 
For such chastity and constancy Memo- 
rialst requests that marks of approbation 
similar to those bestowed last year on the 
daughter-in-law of the Revising Censor Lu 
Ping-ch‘ti may be given to her. Granted 
by Rescript. 

May 17th.—(1) Memorial from the Pre- 
sident of the Censorate, submitting the 
result of an investigation he was recently 
directed to hold of certain charges brought 
against the Censor Shih Ch‘ang-shuo on 
account, mainly, of the misbehaviour of 
his son Shih Tai, an expectant second class 
Assistant Secretary in the Board of Punish- 
ment. This official is accused of leading 
an idle and profligate life; of extorting 
money from players by threats of report- 
ing their illeyal performances to his father ; 
of obtaining money from proprietors of bro- 
thela by false stories of property lost on 
their premises; of accepting bribes for 
services rendered in the unlawful composi- 
tion of suits; and of many other similar 
thalpractices. The father is further ac- 
cused of making erasures and alterations 
in the written minutes of evidence, and of 
unnecessarily prolouging the settlement 
of cases. The charges ayainst Shih Tai 
have been carefully investigated, and 
though on many points the evidence is 
insutiicient to convict him of the practices 
attributed to him, enough has been elicited 
to establish his intimate connection with 
persons of bad character and houses of ill 
fame; so much, indeed, that his own 
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father has no plea to urge in his defence, 
but freely admits the justice of the accusa- 
tions against his son, and expresses his 
own sorrow and shame that he was not 
better able to control -him. Under these 
circumstances Shih Tai has been sentenced 
to deprivation of his office and to undergo 
@ penalty to be determined by the Board. 
The charge of altering written evidence, 


- brought against Shih Oh‘ang-shuo, is 


shewn to have no foundation in fact ; but 
for his delay in the expedition of cases and 
his failure to control his son’s actions he is 
committed to the Board for the determ- 
ination of the usual penalty. Various 
penalties are awarded to certain associates 
of Shih Tai, who have been proved by the 
recent inquiry to have committed offences 
against the law. 

May 18th.—({1) A Decree. The Censor 
Teng Ch‘eng-hsin. memorialises Us, de- 
nouncing the Office of Gendarmerie for 
wrongfully sending police to forcibly arrest 
a man of good birth and position. He 
represents that, on the 15th instant, a 
large body of armed police burst into the 
Chen-p‘ing Hsien club room, declaring 
that they belonged to the Gendarmerie 
Force and in accordance with a Secret 
Decree had come to make an arrest. They 
immediately set upon a provincial graduate 
named Ku Ming-yu, and after handling 
him most roughly, threw him into irons 
and carried him off inside the Ch‘ien Mén. 
He was subsequently placed in close con- 
finement and examined under torture. 
One of the functions of the Office of 
Gendarmerie is without doubt to arrest 
criminals but it has no right to apprehend 
innocent persons. In this case the subject 
of the arrest is a man of education and 
position, a fact which renders the rough 
treatment he received still more inexcus- 
able. Let the Commandant of the Gendar- 
merie report to Us without delay whether 
or not he was cognisant of the arrest aud 
imprisonment of Ku Ming-yu effected by 
his subordinates, and of the reasons for 
such arrest. Let there be no attempt to 
screen the police, if they were in error, and 
no misrepresentation of the facts. ; 

[Note.—The Acting Commandant of the 


' Peking Gendarmerie is Ch‘ung Li, Minister 


of the Tsung-li Yamén and formerly Hoppo 
of Canton]. 

(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang. Me- 
morialist having received with reverence 
the Imperial Rescript granting him one 
month’s leave of absence to visit his mother 
in Hupei, was arranging the business of 
his oftice preparatory to handing it over to 
his successor, when he was startled by 


* 


* inst, 
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receiving a telegram from his brother, 
which had been sent by steamer, telling of 
the death of his mother, at the official 
residence of the Governor-General of Hu- 
kuang, between 2 and 4 p.m. on the 19th 
Memorialist, being her own son, is 


“ required by law to vacate his office and go 


~ jnto mourning for her. 


It is 13 years since 
he took leave of his mother at her home ; 
while she lived he was not able to wait 
upon her, and when she died he was not pre- 
sent to see the jewel placed in her mouth 


' and her body dressed for burial. The heap of 


* his offences is as high as the hills, and the 


burden of his sins is too heavy to be borne. 
No tears of blood or smitings of the breast 


“ could atone for his guilt, had he a hundred 


* bodies to undergo this penance. 


It is 


. His duty to pray His Majesty to despatch 
“an officer to fill the posts of Governor- 
* General and Minister Superintendent of 


Trade. For the present, the local business, 
aud that connected with foreign trade, 
should be handed over to the joint man- 


- agement of the Provincial Judge and the 


Intendant of the Tientsin Customs. Until 


’ the arrival of the Acting Governor-General, 
~ Chang Shu-shéng,. Memorialist, although 
* taking his rest on a bed of straw, will issue 
' instructions for the settlement of any im- 
" portant question that may arise, that order 
“ may be maintained. But it is to be feared 
: that with lapse of time the despatch of 
* business will fall into arrears, and it is 
accordingly requested that Chang Shu- 


_ by steamer. 


shéng may be directed to hasten to Tientsin 
Seeing that it is but some 


’ ten days journey from Canton to Tientsin, 


Memorialist will reverently obey the Im- 
perial commands and wait until his trust 


has been properly handed over to his 
- successor, before he starts on his journey 
home to observe the due period of mourn- 
ing. He is despatching this memorial by 


special post, and awaits His Majesty’s 


- pleasure.—For Rescript see Gazette of 26th 


April. 
(3-4) The Governors of Shantung and 


 Chékiang report the departure from their 


from Li Hung-chang. 


respective provinces of fleets laden with 
tribute rice for the north. The remittance 
from the latter province - consisted of 
201,300 piculs, half of which was sent 
forward by steamers and the rest in native 
junks, 

May 19th. —(1) Postscript Memorial 
On the occasion of 
the order sent out some time since for the 
purchase in England of a new gunboat and 


ram, the Admiral Designate Ting Ju-ch‘ang 


was commissioned to proceed with the 
officers and crew under his command to 
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navigate them out. On the return of the 
admiral to China, Memorialist in Novem- 
ber last went out to sea to inspect and 
take them over. This he made the sub- 
ject of a special Memorial to the Throne, 
praying at the same time that marks of 
approbation might be bestowed on those 
officers who had especially distinguished 
themselves by their exertions. To this 
Memorial he obtained the Imperial assent. 
He subsequently received a communica- 
tion from the Board of Civil Office to the 
effect that, as the officers in question 
had not, reckoning from the time of set- 
ting out to the date of their return, been 
absent from China three years, it was 
inexpedient to place them on the same 
footing, as regards awards for merit, as 
those who had shown more than usual 
diligence as members of one of the foreign 
missions. It would therefore be incumbent 
on the Viceroy to revise the form of award 
suggested in his Memorial. Memorialist, 
however, submits that whereas in the case 
of new vessels navigated out to China by 
European crews, it has been necessary to 
pay a heavy sum for insurance along the 
whole sea route, aud as moreuver in the 
present instance, where the officers in 
question undertook to navigate vessels of 
war with heavy guns on board across vast 
oceans, for many thousand miles, the 
Inspector-General of Customs Hart had 
had ‘from the first requested that an 
insurance might be effected in on of 
the foreign houses, nevertheless he, the 
Memorialist, with a view to save fur- 
ther heavy and unprofitable expenditure 
in insurance, gave private and particular 
instructions to Ting Ju-ch‘ang not to in- 
sure the vessels, but to employ more than 
ordinary caution and care, Foreigners all 
considered this policy most reckless, as the 
voyage was most dangerous. However 
that may be, the fact that the sailors were 
able to bring the vessels through the 
Mediterranean, the Red Sea, the Indian 
Ocean and the Ohina Seas, places where 
the winds and waves are more than ordin- 
arily perilous, and finally ensure their safe 
arrival in port, isa far more difficult feat 
that of a member of a mission, who 
labours only with pen and tongue, and has 
none of the responsibility of navigating a 
ship and securing the safety of her and 
her guns. The dangers and difficulties 
encountered by the navigators and the 
signal exertions with which they met 
them, are certainly not of a nature to be 
passed over in silence. The sole reason for 
requesting that awards might be bestowed 
on them similar to those granted to mem- 
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bers of the embassies abroad, was that as 
this war the first occasion on which any- 
thing of the kind had been done or that a 
Chinese war vessel had made the voyage, 
there was no established precedent to be 
adduced. It is not expedient to cavil 
further about the time of service, and show 
partiality instead of appreciation. More- 
over, among the officers in question are 
men whose names have been put down on 
the list of awards for diligence in the 
coast-guard service. When men like this 
as in the present memorial are recom- 
mended at the same time for having 
gone abroad to receive and bring home 
ships and guns, it is impossible not 
to show a sense of their worth in a 
somewhat marked manner for the sake of 
encouraging or exhorting others. In the 
case of the five officers mentioned, the 
assistant district magistrate Ma Yii-tsao 
and the rest, Memorialiat’s original request 
that promotien in rank or seniority in 
grade, or insignia of merit, might be 
bestowed on them, was in no way contrary 
to etiquette or justice, and he may be per- 
mitted to humbly pray that their Majes- 
ties, in gracious consideration of the 
voyage undertaken by the officers in 
question to bring the ships and guns to 
China, may command the Board to act in 
harmony with the Imperial assent already 
received for awards to be granted, and 
inscribe the same in the registers. For 
the brevet Taot‘ai and expectant second 
secretary of a Board, Ch‘én Yuan-chi, 
Memorialist originally requested brevet 
rank of the third grade ; for the expectant 
district director of studies, Ch‘én Hsi- 
chou, brevet rank of the fifth grade. As 
it appears that this is contrary to 
established rule, he would beg to alter 
the recommendation in the one case to 
the employment of Ch‘én Yuan-chi as a 
senior secretary after obtaining his vacancy, 
and in the other to the employment of 
Ch‘ién Hsi-chou as district magistrate 
after succeeding to the directorship of 
studies, such being in accordance with the 
law. This Memorialist now sets forth in 
this postscript Memorial, on which he 
begs their Majesties will cast their sacred 
approval.—The Grand Council have re- 
ceived the Rescript: Let the Board of 
Civil Office deliberate hereon and report 
- to Us. 

(2) Li Hung-chgng submits a report of 
the state and prospects of the Kuang-jen 
Tang, a charitable establishment in Tien- 
tain. The institution was first set on foot 
towards the end of the famine in 1878 by 
the exertions of Wang Ch‘eng-chi, a retired 
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official who had once acted as Lieutenant }- 
Governor of Shensi, and others, who con- 
tributed $10,000 from their private purses 
and set up a temporary relief agency out- 
side the east gate of ‘ientsin. A general 
call was made for subscriptions, which was 
generously responded to by the gentry, 
and the committee soon found themselves 
in a position to erect a building containing 
280 rooma (chien) on a carefully selected 
site outside the west gate. The institution 
is divided into six wards. The first is de- 
voted tothe reception of children of the 
male sex. These are, immediately on ad- 
mittance, washed, divested of their rags, 
and medically attended to. They are then 
passed on to one of the other wards. {. 
No. 2 ward is a school where competent 
teachers are engayed to instruct such of 
the children as give evidence of an aptitude 
for study. Those who do not exhibit signs 
of such intelligence are relegated to ward 
N.. 3, where they are employed in agricul- 
tural labour on the land adjoining the 
institution. ‘Those whom a weak physigu: 
renders unfit for this labour, and who 
have no taste for study, are taught various 
handicrafts in ward No, 4. No. 5 ward is 
reserved for the relief of destitute female 
children, for whom husbands are subse 
quently provided, and young widows who 
do not intend to contract a second mar- 
riage. The sixth ward is devoted t 
the reception and cure of confirmed opium 
smokers, who are attended by able physi- 
cians armed with carefully selected drugs 
and prescriptions, that their patients may 
be enabled to make a fresh start in life, 
and that the state prohibitions of this vice 
may not have been enunciated in vain. 
Each ward is placed under the superinten- 
dence of overseers who possess special 
qualifications for the duties entailed upon 
them, and the arrangement of the female 
department is particularly satisfactory. 
This ward is kept constantly under lock 


. and key, food being passed in to them by 


means of a revolving apparatus commuii- 
cating with the outside. The head of the 
department is chosen from among aged 
widows of established reputation, one oi 
whose duties is to solicit, through the pro- 
per authority, Imperial marks of approbs- 
tion for such of the inmates as have 
preserved their chastity for a term oi 
years sufficiently long to warrant the 
application on their behalf. The work 
achieved by the institution since its found- 
ation has been most gratifying to ita pro- 
moters. Over 2,000 opium-smokers hs: 
been discharged with the craving thorough- 
ly eradicated from their systems, a faci] 
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- which cannot fail to have a highly bene- 


ficial effect on the public morals, and to 
afford encouragement to smokers as yet 
uncured. Memorialist then proceeds to 


. sstate that the institution is still in work- 


ing order, but its funds are low, and re- 
membering the Imperial aid affurded in 


> the reign of Tao Kuang to a similar estab- 


lishment at Pao-ting Fu which had been 
the means of relieving 50 young girls and 


. widows,—whereas the Kuang-jen T‘ang 
: has already admitted more than 750 of 


this, besides innumerable applicants of 


: other descriptions,—he ventures to beg 


' of His Majesty a yearly gift of 300 piculs 


: of rice towards the support of this charity. 
 —Granted by Rescript. 


May 20th.—(1) Li Han-chang reports that 
he has despatched from Hupei to Peking 


. Tis. 10,000, together with the usual allow- 
* ances for expenses of transit, this sum 


’ being the first instalment of the Tls. 50,000 


* required from that province by the Ottice 
: of the Imperial Household this year. 


» K‘ang-p‘ing Hsien. 


(2) The Military Governor of Shéng Ching 
applies for permission to cashier and place 
upon his trial the Acting Magistrate of 
The Magistrate is 


» shewn to have tortured to death by beating 
' and causing to sit on the pan téng (BRS) 


an innocent man, who had, by the malice 


_ of & private enemy, been accused of par- 


ticipation in a robbery, and from whom it 
was being attempted to wring a confession 
in Court.—Granted by Rescript. 
[Note.—The pan téng is a long stool or 
form, placed at right angles to a wall or a 
pillar to which the head and arms of the 
victim are bound. He is made to sit at full 
length along the form, being secured in that 
position by a tight rope passing over his 
knees and under the form. The lower part 
of his legs is then forced upwards by the 
insertion of bricks under his heels and 


 ankles.] 


May 21st.—(1) The Governor of Ché- 


_ kiang reports the remittance, by steamer, 


to the Board of Revenue of Tis. 60,000, 
and to the Office of the Imperial Household 


_ of Tis, 1:,000, on account of lekin on salt. 


(2) The Political Agent at Urga reports | 
| that he has, in accordance with previous 


precedents, written to the Military Lieu- 


_ tenant Governor of Ch‘aha‘rh, asking him 


to call upon the Mongols in his jurisdiction 


' to supply some 1000 odd troops, who are 


under orders to proceed from Kalgan to 


| Urga, with dung and other fuel en route.— 
 Rescript : Noted. 


May 22nd. —(1) Postscript Memorial from 


Li Han-chang, stating that in consequence 
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of the impeachment of Yang Tsung-lien by 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang, which has led to the former 
being deprived of his. office, it is necessary 
to appoint another commissioner of the 
new bamboo and timber impost. This 
post has always been held by an officer of 
the rank of Intendant of Circuit or Prefect ; 
and’Memorialist has now after carefully 
going through the list of expectants to 
these grades in Hupei, selected for the 
post an expectant prefect, who is also 
qualified to act as intendant of circuit, 


Chiang Lin-jui (7B) @ man whose 


honesty, attention to details, experience, 
and steadiness well fit him for the position. 
He has been ordered to proceed to his post 
and attend zealously to his duties. He 
will be subject to tbe usual scrutiny at the 
end of ayear. Rescript: Noted. 

(2) A long Memorial from Ming-an, 
setting forth a scheme for the establish- 
ment of certain civil offices in the province 
of Kirin in addition to those established 
during the last two years. The districts 
affected by this scheme are Sanhsing in the 
north, and Ningkut‘a and Hun-ch‘un in 
the centre and east. The two latter cities 
are described as the gates of Kirin-ula on 
the south-east (Hun-ch‘un is situated close 
to the point of intersection of the Russo- 
Chinese and Russo-Corean boundaries.) 
Sanhsing has a bad reputation for turbu- 
lence and robbery. Both districts require 
for the management of criminal and civil 
cases a system of government more effec- 
tive than that of the Generals, Colonels or 
Majors who at present carry it on, these | 
latter being litt/e skilled in the science of 
governing. The general changes proposed 
are as follows. An intendant with military 
powers is to be appointed over a circuit 
comprising the three towns in question, 
and to be known as the Ning Hsing Hun 
Circuit. As the finances of the province 
are not flourishing, it will be impossible to 
provide the incumbent of this post with a 
separate body of troops acting under his 
orders, as is the case with the intendant of 
the Eastern Circuit of Féng-tien ; but he 
will hold the additional appointment of 
Brigadier, and employ the troops under 
his command to support his authority as 
intendant. Sub-prefects, with brevet rank 
of civil commissary of Manchu garrisons, 
will be stationed at Ningkut‘a and San- 
hsing, the former having the style of Ho- 
lan-t‘iny, from the name of Ninykut‘a 


under the Yiian dynasty (Aes ). A pre- 
fect will be appointed at Hun-ch‘un, It is 


further proposed that a district magistrate 
be stationed at some point in the Wan-lu- 
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kou country. Surveys have been held and 
an eligible site for the erection of a walled 
town and magistrate’s offices decided on. 
A map accompanies this Memorial. The 
usual subordinate officers, such as Town- 
ship Magistrates, District Police Officers 
and Jail Wardens at the above places 
will be appointed; but at present no 
local officers of instruction will be sent, 
and students will as before be required to 
proceed to the provincial capital (Kirin- 
ula) for their preliminary examinations. 
It is further requested that seals may be 
struck for the mayistrales.—Referred by 
Rescript received by the Grand Oouncil, 
for the deliberation of the Board. 

May 23rd.—(1) Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. Ou April 27th the Grand Oouncil 
had the honour to receive the Imperial 
Decree directing Memorialist to shorten 
the term of his mourning. For this mark 
of kindness, aud for the sympathy shewn 
by Their Majesties in thus deigning to 
look into the secrets of his heart, he is 
deeply grateful. That he, with mean abil- 
ties, is not cast aside, but rather receives 
fresh honours, is cause for astonished gra- 
titude and tears in all beholders ; much 
more, then, in him who is concerned, who 
cannot fail to be stimulated to fresh exer- 
tions. But Memorialiat feels that he must 
submit the full expression of his feelings to 
Their Majesties. It is twelve years since, 
in the dearth of officials, ho was ap- 
pointed to Ohihli; his shortcomings have 
been many, and his merits few; he has 
repeatedly received marks of extraordinary 
consideration in being preserved intact in 
his dignities, and in not receiving censure 
and punishment. Then must he needs 
use his poor abilities to the utmost and 
maintain a resolute and grateful heart, not 
halting in the face of difficulties. But 
since he heard of -his mother’s severe ill- 
ness, his brain has been dull and his eyes 
heavy. Leave of absence was granted 
him, but before he could start on his lung 
journey, he received the letter telling of 
her death. Remorse will consequently 
haunt him all his life, and there is a 

‘wound in his heart that prevents him, 
privately, from enjoying a moment’s re- 
spite from pain, and publicly from being 
of any service to the State. His conflict- 
ing duties as a statesman and a dutiful son 
leave him perplexed and undecided. To 
those cases in this dynasty where natural 
feeling has been put aside, much censure 
has attached. In 1851, while Tséng 
Kuo-fan was driving the rebels out of 
Kiangsi, he was thrown into mourning 
by the death of his mother. The cam- 
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paign was most important, and, as the law 
provides that a soldier in the field may }. 
not quit his post, it was held advisable | 
that he should gird himself with black 
and remain with his troops; but he 
repeatedly memorialised the Throne ap- 
pealing against these orders, and persist- 
ently prayed to be allowed to keep the full 
term of mourning. Of late years, Li Hung- 
teao, having lost his mother, prayed that 
he might observe the full period, and 
the Imperial assent was vouchsafed to his 
prayer. Even if Memorialist, separated, 
beyond hope of meeting, from his mother, 
the living from the dead, were to spend |- 
three years in lamentations at her tomb, it 
would not avail to relieve his soul from 
the poignant and inexpressible regret he 
feels for his lack of filial duty. But if, 
while stunned with grief, he is forced to 
rise in his mourning garb and attend to 
business, not only will violence be done to 
the grand principle of filial duty on which 
the government is based, but comment 
also will be provoked on the shortcomings 
of the disciple of Confucius, Besides, 
though Memorialist holds high rank in 
the Grand Secretariat and an important 
post in the provinces, still, while his 
heart is torn with grief and his head is 
aching, how can he, with the evil omen of 
guilt attaching to him, lightly venture to 
retain those offices? Though trusted to 
the fullest extent by his sovereign, a sense 
of shame would continue to harass him. 
He therefore prays Their Majesties in 

itying recognition of the reality of their 
foolish servant's grief to recall their com- 
mands, and graciously permit him to vacate 
his posts and observe the full term of 
mourning ; that the autumn frosts and 
spring dews may in the course of time 
witness some alleviation of his bitter re- 
grets. But though the earth be his pillow 
aud his bed .be of rushes, he is still 
beneath the canopy of heaven. He is 
but 60 years of aye, and his stay in the 
thatched hut has a limit, Many are the 
days left in which to shew his gratitude to 
the state. Thus little by little, now with 
loud weeping and now with silent sobs, 
has Their Majesties’ servant told them his 
piteous tale; and the anxiety with which 
he awaits their commands is beyond his 
his power to express.—For Rescript see 
Gazette of 18th May. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t‘ang reports that the 
strength of the Kiangsu provincial forces 
amounts to 12,815 men, exclusive of 
8,886 men who compose a special brigade 
under the command of the governor. The 
total number of ponies used for military |. 
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_ purposes is 2,705. There are also 205 
. official boats used for the purpose of con- 


, veying military officials. 


(8) Ch‘ung-ch‘i reports that he intends 


“ torepair the red wall enclosing the Im- 


perial Ta Chéng Hall at Moukden, at an 


. estimated outlay of Tls. 3,578.—His in- 


tention is approved of by Reascript. 
May 24th.—(1) Liu Ching-t‘ang, Mili- 


: tary Administrator of the New Dominion, 


reports the result of an investigation into 
a dispute between the Brigade-General of 
Pa-li K‘un and a major belonging to the 


_ samedivision. It appears thatthe general, 
, having saved Tls. 1,300 from his salary 


and wishing to send a remittance of Tis. 


: 2,000 to his home in Hunan, made up the 


difference by borrowing Tls. 700 from the 


; public funds, which sum he shortly after- 
_ wards duly repaid. Somewhat later a dis- 


agreement arose between him and the major 


: owing to the latter being unwilling to make 


out the vouchers for another quarter’s pay 
for the soldiers whilst the advauces for the 


. three previous quarters remainetl unac- 


counted for, in detail, to the Board. ‘Ihe 
General, highly annoyed at the delay thus 
occasioned, reported the ocunduct of his 
subordinate, and caused him to be de- 
nounced by the Commander-in-chief. The 
major retaliated by accusing his superior 
officer of appropriating to himself the Ts. 
700 mentioned above, and of forwarding 


_ the same to his home by the hand 


of one of His Majesty’s soldiers. The 
last part of the charge has now been 
substantiated against the General, as well 
as the unauthorised borrowing of public 
money. He is accordingly cashiered. The 
major, for thus allowing his superior officer, 
without protest, to make use of a large 
sum of the public money, for the keeping 


_ of which he himself was particularly res- 


ponsible, and for being in ignorance that 


- underlings of his had on more than one 
_ occasion taken bribes from outsiders, is 
also dismissed the public service. 


(2) The Director General of the Grain 
Transport reports that 501 junks, freighted 


_ with 119,800 piculs of rice, have passed 
_ Ohinkiang on their way north. 


| Governor of Hunan, Pien 


May 25th.—(Court Circular), The new 


ao-ti, had 
Sub- 


audience. 
(1) Memorial from Wén-shuo, 


- Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, who 


observes that he has read in the Gazette the 
recent proceedings with reference to the 
Honan Licentiates. A large uumber of 
these, having failed time after time to 


' present themselves at the yearly ex- 


amination, were deprived of their degree 
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* literati in the eighteen provinces. 


by the Literary Chancellor, Liao Shao- 
héng, who was at once accused of undue 
severity by a Oensor. Memorialist now 
denounces the Censor on the ground 
that being himself a Honan _provin- 
cial and knowing many of the licentiates 
in question, he was actuated by private 
motives in submitting his memorial. The 
Governor of Honan is alsv denounced for 
having, in the-xreport he was directed to 
furnish on this subject, given evidence of 
weakness and indecision, .being obviously 
more anxious to mediate between the Con- 
sor and the Literary Chancellor than to 
see that prompt and immediate justice 
was done to the merits of the question. 
The Memorialist also proceeds to arraign 
the conduct of the Literary Chancellor 
who should, he maintains, have initiated 
the measure of reform which has given 
rise to this discussion, and not have 
waited until it was proposed by the Board. 
Finally, he remarks that the gentry of 
Honan are of a disorderly and overbearing 
disposition, and that the Governor does 
not possess that vigorous and uncompro- 
mising will which is essential when deal- 
ing with such characters. His previous 
acquaintance with the conditions of the 
province has without doubt secured him 
this second appointment to its Governor- 
ship, but Momorialist fears that the ex- 
aggerated spirit of accommodation which 
governs all his actions, and the craving for 
popularity of which he has given evidence, 
will not produce the beneficial results he 
anticipates.—The question of the treatment 
of the licentiates has been referred to the 
Censorate. 

May 26th.—(Court Circular.) The Gov- 
ernor of Shun-t‘ien reports a rainfall, in the 
Metropolitan District, of over two inches. 


(1) A-k‘o-tan (SSE Fh) is appointed 
Director of the Banqueting Oourt. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
submitted by Oh‘en Pao-ch‘en, directing 
the Grand Secretaries and the authorities 
of the Board of Punishments to hold an 
inquiry into grave charges brought against 
Ch‘ung-li, Acting Commandant of the 
Peking Gendarmerie and Minister of the 
Tsung-li Yamén. The details of the indict- 
ment submitted by Ch‘en Pao-ch‘en will, 
without doubt, appear in early issue of the 
Guzette. 

(3) Memorial from Wen-shuo on the 
subject of the position of the gentry and 
After 
referring to a previous Memorial (published 
two days since) in which he incidentally 
touched upon this topic, the Memorialist 
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remarks that what he has now to say 
has more especial reference to the pro- 
vinces of Honan Anhui, Hunan, Hupei, 
and Szechuen. The anomalous position 
held by the gentry in those provinces 
dates from the. time of the rebellion, 
when extraordinary powers were lodged 
in their hands in connection with the 
raising and disciplining of train-bands to 
oppose the rebels. . The services rendered 
by them at that time to the State were 
most valuable, and laid the foundation of 
the excessive influence now wielded by 
them in their respective provinces. This 
influence makes itself felt in every branch 
of the provincial administration. Judicially, 
the gentry are the practical arbiters of all 
law-suits. They are bribed in the first 
instance by both the contending parties, and 
having, by this or other equally interested 
considerations, made up their minds as to 
the quarter in which justice lies, they enter 
the court whilst the trial is proceeding, 
and by throwing out a word or two, secure 
its termination in the manner most agree- 
able to themselves. In some extreme 
cases they are guilty of applying illegal 
torture to witnesses or principals in a 
suit. Fiscally, their power is almost un- 


limited, and this control of the revenue is 


the means upon which they rely in guiding 
or coercing the action of the high provincial 
authorities. All question of restitution of 
land or property to claimants whom the 
disturbed state of the country has at one 
time or another compelled to seek a refuge 
elsewhere, and all details connected with 
the reclaiming of waste lands, are settled by 
them ; and the whole of the land tax is paid, 
in the first instance, into their hands. The 
amount exacted is several times as large as 
the official assessment, and the gentry hand 
over to the authorities about one tenth of 
what is paid to them, reserving also to 
themselves considerable sums derived from 
lands not entered by them on the register. 
Their means of enforcing their demands 
as regards the provincials are sufliciently 
obvious, and should an energetic or obsti- 
nate Govenor attempt to interfere with 
them, they employ their undoubted power 
of forming the popular opinion to traduce 
his reputation and frustrate his designs. 
Memorialist has no special remedy tu pro- 
pose for this state of things, but he prays 
His Majesty to cause the laws forbidding 
such interference on the part of the gentry 
to be enunciated afresh, and heavy penal- 
ties to be enforced against all who disobey 


them. He further prays that the gentry- 


may be required to hand over to the state 
the lands of which they have obtained 
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illegal possession, together with all arrears 
of land tax on such lands.—A Rescript has 
already appeared in the Gazette, directing 
the Provincial Governments to act in 
accordance with the suggestions of the 
Memorialist. 

(4) Ming-an prays for the usual Imperial 
rewards to be bestowed upon an old lady 
resident in Kirin, who has lived an exem- 
plary life and has just attained her 
hundredth year.—Referred to the Board. 

(5) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
manufactory at Hangchow reports the de- 
spatch of the following order :— 

Crape, silks, and satins for His 

Majesty’s use ....... . 
Crape for official use.........0.0+0 
Light silks for Palace use.. 
Thread .......ssscosescccsvesccseesseres 
Silks for the use of the Boards..800 pieces. 

(6) The Military Governor of Moukden 
prays for permission to banish to Tsitsihar 
an Imperial Clansman who had opened a 
gambling establishment in Moukden, and, 
on being surprised by the police, wounded 
one of their number in the execution of 
his duty.—Granted by Rescript. 

May 27th.—(Court Circular) Wang Wen- 
shao paid his respects on his return from 
Tientsin. 

(1) A Decree, in answer to a representa- 
tion by Ch‘en Shih-chieh, cashiering 4 
number of minor officials'in Chekiang on 
account of incompetence and ‘rapacity, and 
directing two others, whose administrative 
capacity is deficient, to be placed on the 
list of expectant Directors of Instruction. 

(2) Ho Ju-chang, late Envoy to Japan, 
is appointed Junior Deputy Supervisor of 
Instruction. 

(3) Ming-an reports that he has made 
the usual quarterly inspection of a certain 
hill, in the neighbourhood of Ningata, on 
which wild ginseng is found. The picking 
of this plaut has been prohibited in that 
spot since 1854, aud Memorialist now 
reports that the officers recently deputed 
to visit it found no traces of trespass oF 
theft. 

(3) The Governor of Hupei reports hav- 
ing despatched to Peking Tls. 30,000, 
being the first instalment of the Tis. 
300,000 at which the land-tax of his pro- 
vince is this year assessed. 

May 28th.—(1) A Decree, directing the 
Governor-General of Chihli to make in- 
quiry into the truth of a charge brought 
against Wu Chi-hsiin, District Magistrate 
of Feng-juu, that he caused a grave case 0! 
parricide to be hushed up, through fear of 
the consequences to himself were it to be 
duly reported. 
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(2) The Military Administrator of the 
New Dominion forwards a petition from 
the gentry of Pa-li K‘un, praying that His 
Majesty will issue tablets to and bestow 
titles on certain temples in that town, in 
acknowledgment of repeated supernatural 
interpositions on the part of the deities 
there worshipped. One instance of mira- 
culous aid is specially cited. At the time 
of the Mohammedan rebellion when the 
Imperial troops in 1866, after driving 
the rebels before them in all directions, 
were on patrol duty before Pa-li K‘un, 
officers and men were frequent. witnesses 
of supernatural sights and sounds : mailed 
warriors appeared standing erect on the 
battlements brandishing their swords, and 
the distant tramp of men and horses was 
borne to their ears. On one night when 
the rebels by means of scaling ladders 
swarmed up the north east corner of the 
wall with the speed and agility of monkeys, 
and their first detachment.had already made 
good its footing on the wall, they found 
their further passage opposed by a celes- 
tial commander. Fear and consternation 
seized them at the sight, and the 
Imperial troops, ascending the, wall, fell 
upon them and beat them off with gun and 
pike. It was owing to this victory, and to 
, the continued protection of the duties in 
question, that, while all the cities round it 
fell before the rebels, Pa-li K‘un from 
- first to last defied capture at their hands. 
—Memorialist’s request has: been granted 
by Decree earlier issued. 

(3) The Governor of Kuangtung reports 
the despatch to Peking of the following 
. BULB >— 

Tis. 


: Duty on salt (for Board of Revenue) 60,000 
. Scale and maintenance allowances 1,500 
Duty on salt (for Imperial House- 





Hold) ....ccccesseseeseeeee deacceasesenson 20,000 
Scale and porterage........... tessseeene 60 
Tis.... 82,160 





May 29th.—No documents of importance. 
May 30th.—(1) Tséng Kuo-ch‘tan is 
directed to act as Governor-General of the 
Two Kuang Provinces, and to proceed 

: Without delay to his new post. 

(2) Té-ming (EASY, ) is appointed Con- 
‘troller of the Imperial Parks and Hunting 
" grounds, 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
‘despatch to Peking by the China Mer- 

chants’ steamers of 272,000 piculs of rice, 
and of 68,125 piculs on board native sail- 
ing vessels. 
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(4) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Nanking submits a state- 
ment of the expenses incurred by him in 
forwarding certain orders to Peking. The 
first was an order for plain and embroid- 
ered velvets, which the Governor-General 
of Szechuen was, in the first instance, 
required to furnish. He however proved 
unable to do so, and the order was trans- 
ferred to the Nanking establishment. 
Tis. 23,500 were advanced from the pro- 
vincial. treasury for its completion, of 
which Tls. 21,102 were expended in procur- 
ing and despatching the articles required. 
The second was an order for yellow silks, 
the cost of completing which amount- 
ed to 346 taels more than the I'ls. 16,346 
originally set apart for the purpose. This 
extra expenditure Memorialist defrayed 
from his anti-extortion allowance. The 
third was an order for ten. pieces of silk 
and twenty funeral shrouds for the use of 
the Lama priests, for the purchase of, 
which Tls. 2,300 was advanced.. The sum 
actually expended came to Tls. 2,300.2214 ; 
the difference, about one-fifth of a tael, 
being, as before, made good by Memorialist. 
—Rescript : Noted. 

(5) The Governor of Chekiang reports, 
the remittance to Peking of Tls., 50,000 on 
account of land tax. ; 

May 3lst.—{1) A Decree. Chang Shu- 
shéng has requested Us to appoint an 
official to assist in the management of busi- 
ness connected with the navy, and has 
further prayed that such official may, as a 
mark of Our high favour, be invested with 
the brevet rank of a Director of & Court. 
Appointments and rank such as he solicits 
have heretofore béen conferred by the 
specal Decree of the Sovereign: His 
Ministers have never-taken upon them- 
selves to suggest their bestowal. The re- 
quest of Chang Shu-shéng that Chang P‘ei- 
lan, Expositor of the Hanlin, may be 
directed to proceed to Tientsin to assist in 
naval business, and that he may be invested 
with the same rank as was recently be- 
stowed upon Wu Ta-ch‘eng, namely, that of 
the Director of a Metropolitan Court, will 
not be entertained. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi represents 
that the block in the promotion lists, owing 
to the excessive number of expectants, still 
continues, and requests that no more drafts 
of ‘purchase’ or ‘recommendation’ of- 
ficiala may be sent forward for another 
year. Beferred by Rescript to the Board. 

(3) The officers in charge of the Western 
Tombs submit a statement of their accounts 
for 1881. They had remaining in hand at the 
end of 1880 Tis. 5,911; and the income from 
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all sources paid into their exchequer during 
1881 amounted to Tis. 15,768. The total ex- 
penses for the year came to Tis. 17,881; 
but, in accordance with regulations of the 
Board of Revenue approved of by His 
Majesty, by which a certain proportion is 
deducted from all disbursements, the sum 
actually expended amounted only to 17,139 
taele. Thus their accounts shew a balance 
of Tls. 4,640. Thece is besides a further 
sum of Tis. 180, in notes, not included in 
the above statement.—Rescript : Let the 
Yamén concerned take Note. 

June 1st.—({1) A Decree, announcing 
that many long-standing abuses in con- 
nection with the superintendence and re- 
pair of the Imperial Tombs have been 
to His Majesty’s notice by Pao-t‘ing and 
Heit Ying-k‘uei, the two high officers who 
are at present entrusted with those duties. 
Such dishonesty is strictly forbidden in 
future, and the Board of Works is directed 
to report on the regulations which it would 
be advisable to frame in order to secure 
this end, and also to offer a suggestion as 
to the disposition of the money which Pao- 
t‘ing and his colleague report remains in 
hand from the sum originally advanced to 
them for repairs. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi deprecates 
modification, at present, of the law of sum- 
mary execution, alleging the unsettled 
state of his province and the continual 
depredations of outlaws and disbanded 
irregulars. 

June 2nd.—{1) A Decree. We have 
already negatived a request for the services 
of Chang P‘ei-lun made by Chang Shu- 
sheng, and CUh‘én Pao-ch‘en now re- 
present to us that Ohang Shu-sheng 


was guilty of great carelessness and | 


folly in applying for the services of an 
officer whose duties require his attendance 
upon Our Person. Let Chang Shu-sheng, 
as requested, be committed to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty. 

(2) Mei Oh‘i-chao, Director general of 
the Yellow River, reports that the ‘ peach’ 
freshet has passed without accidents at any 
point of the river, and that he is now 
actively engaged in pushing forward pre- 
parations so as to be in readiness for the 
great summer freshet. 

(3) The Acting Military Governor of 
“Tsitsihar requests permission to cashier 
and place upon their trial three minor 
military officials who, being engaged in the 
pursuit of outlaws, made no determined 
effort to come up with them, but quartered 
themselves upon the inhabitants of the 
country through which they passed, lay- 
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ing their farmyards and property under 
heavy contribution. Granted by Rescript. 

June 3rd.—(Oourt Circular), The Go- 
vernor of Shun-t‘ien reports a rainfall of 
over two inches. 

(1) Memorial from the Censor Teng 
Oh‘eng-hsiu, denouncing the authorities 
of the Office of Gendarmerie for permitting 
the forcible arrest of Ku Ming-yu, s 
Kuang-tung scholar residing in the Chinese 
quarter of Peking. Most of the memorial 
has appeared, verbatim, in the answering 
Decree published in the Gazette of 18th 
May. Memorialist comments strongly upon 
the unprecedented nature of the outrage, 
which was committed in broad daylight 
at a public club in a frequented part 
of the city; and he asks, if the police 
are authorized to commit such open and 
notorious acts of violence, what lengths 
are they not permitted to go when the 
scene of their action is an obscure village 
where their conduct is less likely to 
be noised abroad? He concludes his 
memorial by passing strong strictures on 
the recent conduct of the Gendermerie 
Office authorities, whom he accuses of 
screening offenders, hushing up grave 
cases, maliciously incriminating honest 
subjects of His Majesty, as well as of cul- 
pable negligence in the execution of their 
duties. He instances, in support of his 
charges, the systematic robberies in the 
Palace grounds that were only recently 
brought to light, and the great increase of 
similar crimes in the Chinese and Tartar 
divisions of the city, and prays that the 
circumstances of the present unprovoked 
attack upon Ku Ming-yu, which forms 
only one of a long series of grievances 
chargeable to the action of the Office, may 
be thoroughly inquired into, and its in- 
stigators brought to justice. 

June 4th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Ch‘iian Ch‘ing presented his tea- 
tamentary Memorial. 

(1) A Decree, expressing the sincere 
regret of His Majesty at learning the death 
of the Grand Secretary Ch‘iian Ching. 
The career of the deceased officer, as briefly 
alluded to in the Decree, was a compara- 
tively uneventful one. He rose by the 
usual steps from the ranks of the Hanlin 
to a principal seat in the Grand Secretariat, 
the highest distinction attainable by a 
Chinese official, Some time since he 
completed ‘the sixtieth anniversary of 
the examination at which he won his 
chii-jén degree, and was, in accordance 
with the usual custom, allowed to repair a 
second time to the Lu Ming Banquet. He 
retired last year, retaining his full rank 


June 4—6.] 





and emoluments, and His Majesty observes 
‘that he had hopes that his faithful servant 
would have attained to an advanced old 
.age. A T‘o-lo-ching pall is to be conferred 
upon him, and the son of the Prince of 
Tun, with ten officers of the Imperial 
guards, is directed to proceed at once to 
-his house and pour a libation of wine 
before his coffin. The title of ‘Guardian 
_of the Heir Apparent’ is bestowed upon 
-him, and his name will be entered on 
the list of worthies to whom posthumous 
honours are paid by the state at the 
Haien-liang Tz‘i. All penalties recorded 
against his name are to be cancelled, and 
the Yamén concerned is directed to report 
_ on the customary marks of Imperial com- 
passion which are accorded to an officer of 
his rank. 

(2) Tan Chung-lin, Governor-General of 
Shan-kan, submits a detailed sketch of the 
administrative changes consequent upon 
the withdrawal from Ning-hsia Fu of the 
Sub-prefect in charge of the watercommuni- 
cations there, and the establishment of a new 

. civil sub-prefecture at Chin-chi P‘u in the 
neighbourhood of Lin-chou. ‘The territorial 
authority of the new Sub-prefect is accur- 

_ ately detined ; and the number of the staff 
under him, together with the amount of 
each civil and military ofticer’s salary, is 
given at length. Memorialist encloses a 
map of the place, shewing the spots at 
which it is proposed tu erect the necessary 
public offices aud military defences, and 
he will await the sanction of the Board 
before commencing building operations.— 
Rescript : Let the Board take note. ¢ 

(3) The Military Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ch‘ah‘arh represents that he has, in ac- 
cordauce with His Majesty’s instructions, 
directed the Mongols in his jurisdiction 
to supply dung and other fuel to the 
Imperial troops, numbering 1,000 men, 

who are marching from Kalyan to Urga. 
At the same time he submits that the 
requisition is a novelty, and he does not 

_ feel confident that it will be in the power 
of his provincials to furnish the necessary 
amount.—Rescript : Noted. 

June 6th.—(1) Memorial from T*‘u 

- Tsung-ying, Governor of Hunan, since 
_ appointed Governor-General of the Two 
Hu provinces. Memo¢rialist was directed, 
by a Decree issued on the 13th of last 
March, to inform T'séng Kuo-chi‘iian that 
His Majesty, trusting that his servant’s 
health was now restored, desired him to 
proceed to Peking for audience. Having 
reverently complied with this command, 
Memorialist is now in receipt of an 
auswer from Tséng Kuo-chiian, who, 
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after expressing his fervent gratitude for 
His Majesty’s kind message, proceeds to 
state that the nature of his malady is such 
that it is only during the very hot weather 
that its symptoms begin to abate. During 
his few months’ residence in Hunan he has 
taken the greatest care of himself, and his 
powers of sight and hearing have unmis- 
takeably improved. His circulation, how- 
ever, is defective, and he is not equal to 
the fatigue of a journey at present, although 
his physicians prophesy a complete recovery 
for him towards the end of the summer. 
He will, in any case, make every effort to 
regain his health, and will start for Peking 
the moment he feels strong enough to 
undergo the fatigue of travelling. Memo- 
rialist beys, on behalf of Tséng Kuo-ch ‘ian, 
to represent the above particulars to His 
Majesty.—Rescript : Noted. 

(2) Ch‘en Shih-chieh reports that he has 
abolished two yvarrison stations on the coast 
of Chekiang, sending the men by steamer 
to their native place, Hankow. He con- 
templates the abolition of two more similar 
stations on the coast, there being no longer, 
in his opinion, the necessity of maintaining 
so strict a guard.—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) Ch‘ien Hsi, Military Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Ch‘ah‘arh, reports that eight years 
ago four cannon, mounted on carriages, were 
forwarded by the authorities of the Tien- 
tsin Arsenal for the use of the troops 
quartered in Ch‘ah‘arh, Owing to constant 
use the carriages have partially worn out, 
and Memorialist recently wrote to the 
Governor-General of Chihli, asking him to 
supply their place with new ones. His 
Excellency replied that, considering the 
very exact measurement required, it would 
hardly be possible to furnish perfectly 
fitting carriayes for the guns, but that he 
would cause four new cannon, properly 
mounted, to be forwarded to Ch‘ah‘arh. 
He begged also that the old ones might be 
returned to the Arsenal. Memorialist has 
accurdingly deputed an ofticer to convey the 
old guns back to Tientsin ; and he will 
defray the cost of the new ones, when they 
arrive, from funds at his disposal on 
account of lekin on tea and ponies.— 
Rescript : Noted. 


June 6th.—(1) A Decree, bestowing the 


title of aS een upon a Lama ‘Saint, 


on account of the conciliatory and success- 
ful way in which he disposed of some long- 
standing disputes among the Tibetan 
cians. ; 

(1) The Governor of Hunan reports the 
capture and suminary execution of Haiang 
T‘ai-ho, the chief of a seditious association 
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and head of a gang of outlaws, who had 
for many years set the authorities at defi- 
ance. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that he has refunded to the Tientsin Coast 
Defence Board Tls. 12,676 expended by 
them in paying off and sending home the 
foreign officers who brought out certain 


gun-vessels (BE AS) for the Chinese Gov- 


- ernment, and in defraying other expenses 
connected with the same vessels. 

June 7th.—(1) Ming An reports that he 
is despatching to Peking, for .the use of 
His Majesty, four large sprigs and twelve 
small sprigs of (wild) ginseng, all of the 
first quality of. excellence. .The cost of 
procuring them-amounted to.Tlg. 437, and 
has been defrayed from funds derived from 
the duty on (cultivated) ginseng.—Rescript: 
Noted. 

June 8th.—(1) En Ch ‘eng, late Command- 
aut of the Peking Gendarmerie, whose 
period of mourning has now expired, begs 
for permission to retire temporarily from 
pote life, on account of bad health.—A 

escript has appeared, granting En Ch‘eng 
one month’s leave of absence. 


(2) Ting Pao-chen requests that an 
honorary portal may be erected to a Sze- 
chuenese Senior Licentiate, named Ching 
Hain-jung, who has, at a cost of Tls. 6,800, 
constructed a public bridge at Nan-pu 
Hsien.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Tso Tsung-t‘ang reports that Chou 
Wu, Hu Chin-chuan, and Shen Pao-hung, 
the prisoners condemned to death on 
account of their share in the San-p‘ai-lou 
murder case, have been duly executed. 


June 9th.—(1) The Director-General of 
the Grain Transport reports that the whole 
fleet of junks, which has been waiting some 
time in the Grand Canal for want of water 
to proceed, has now succeeded in passing 
out of Kiangsu into the Shantung division 
of the Canal. 

(2) Ch‘ung Ch‘i reports that, on taking 
up his appointment as Military Governor 
of Moukden, he carefully inspected the 
whole of the Imperial property preserved 
at the Three Tombs, and that consigned 
to the care of the Office of the Imperial, 
Household. He found the gold and silver 
sacrificial plate at the Tombs complete 

‘ and corresponding in every particular with 
the description contained in the register. 
The sacrificial garments also were well 
kept and in good order. In the charge of 
the Office of the Imperial Household he 
found the following articles preserved :— 

At the T‘ai Miao :-— 
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The full titles and the seals of 62 mem- 
bers of the Imperial family. 

At the Ching-tien Ko, in the upper 
storeys :— 

The genealogical records of the Dynasty 
in 240 volumes, those treating of the 
direct branch being marked with yellow 
lines and collateral branches with red 
lines. : 

: Ten seals. 
, At the Ching-tien Ko (lower storey) :— 

Eighty volumes of yenealogical records. 
- At the Ch‘ung-mo Ko :— 

(a) 1,513 volumes of the ‘ Veritable Re- 
+ cord,’ 

. (b) 380 volumes of Imperial Edicts. 
- (c) 14 volumes of ancient genealogical 
records. ; 

(d) a box containing drawings illustra- 
tive of the incidents describe in the 
€Veritable Record.’ 

The above articles were all carefully in- 
spected and put away in their places again. 
There were, however, in the same hall 
some things which Memorialist did not 
venture to open, viz., ten boxes, each 
containing a portrait of an Emperor of the 
dynasty sitting in state, and four boxes 
containing portraits of different Emperors 
engaged in various occupations. These are 
reverently aired every autumn, and Memo- 
rialist will then inspect them on his knees. 

(e) Saddles, bridles, bows, arrows, dag- 
gers, spears, knives, aud cases for bow and 
arrows, all worn or used by Emperors of 
the dynasty. 

(f) The coats of mail, State hats, neck- 
laces, robés, and other personal possessions 
of the Emperors Ch‘ien Lung and Chia 
Ch‘ing. 

(g) Scrolls and other papers bearing the 
autograph of the Emperor Tao Kuang, 
together with various weapons, and the 
flint and touch paper case used by the 
same Emperor. 

(h) One saddle, one cane whip, one 
quiver, four bows, and thirty-six arrows, all 
used by the Emperor Hsien Feng. — 

All the above and many other articles of 
less interest were duly examined by Me- 
morialist, and found to be complete and in 
good preservation.—Rescript : Noted. 

June 10th.—(1) Ch‘ung Ch‘i reports that, 
as the remittances forwarded to Moukden 
are inadequate to maintain the large military 
force stationed in that province, he has 
been compelled to disband and send to 
their homes in Hunan the officers and men 
of a detachment of infantry 435 strong, 
and to select the most stalwart and efficient 
members of two other detachments and 
form them into a single corps. Each dis- 
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" banded soldier was presented with a 

_ gratuity equal to two months’ pay, and 

' special officers were detached to accompany 

_ the party on their homeward route and 

"gee them quietly settled down in their 
native province. By this recent measure 

* Memorialist estimates that a yearly saving 
of some Tls. 27,000 of the public money 
will be effected.—Rescript : Let the Board 
take note. 


June 11th.—(1) Huai T‘a-pu (fi 
; #fi) is appointed Director of the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship. 
(2) A Decree, calling upon the Mongo- 
lian Superintendency and the Metropolitan 
Police Authorities to secure without fail 
_ the arrest of an important criminal named 
Kao Chen-t‘ing, lately an overseer in the 

Mongolian Superintendency, who is proved 
_ tohave embezzled large sums of Imperial 
- Bounty during his tenure of office. 

(3) Pao-t‘ing is appointed Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Plain Yellow (Mon- 
golian) Banner. 


(4) P‘u-lien and the other Superintend- 
ents of the Eastern Tombs report that, 
owing to the irregularity of the rains in the 

- early part of last summer and the extreme 
- heat of the latter mouths, a new brood of 
- insects was hatched, which attacked the 
fir trees at different parts of the Imperial 

' Grounds. The circumstance was duly 
' reported to the Throne at the time, and 
every measure was taken to prevent the 

- spread of the flight. The rains during the 
' present year having been very scanty, the 
insects haveagain commenced their ravages, 
attacking the firs in the precinct of every 

- Mausoleum except that of the Emperor 
Tung Chih. Owing to their depredations 

_ the foliage of the trees presents an un- 
healthy yellow appearance, only the newly 
sprouting leaves retaining their greenness. 
Memorialists’ hope is that the heavy sum- 
mer rains and high winds, or the vibration 
caused by thunderstorms, may dislodge 
' the insects ; for the nature of the trees, as 
Well as of the ground on which they are 

; planted, is such as to render attempts to 
climb them out of the question. At the 
same time Memorialists have given orders 

- to have the insects which have attacked 
_ the smaller-sized firs growing in compara- 
tively accessible situations, stripped from 
the trees and buried; and they are in 
_ hopes that they will be thus effectually 
: destroyed.—Rescript: Noted: Let im- 
/ Inediate orders be given to effectually 
» Secure the insects, that they may be en- 
. tirely exterminated : it is most important 
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that the mischief be not allowed to 
spread. 

(5) Wu Ta-che‘ng, Military Lieutenant 
Governor stationed at Ninguta in Kirin, 
represents that there are three classes of 
the poorer inhabitants of Tang-wang, Ho- 
pei, and other places in his jurisdiction, 
who depend for their livelihood on the 
proceeds of periodical expeditions to the 
desolate and almost inaccessible mountains 
lying to the North of them. The firat is 
the class of sable hunters, who leave their 
homes in the first month of the year, 
taking with them a year’s provisions, and 
stay away until late in the eleventh month. 
The second is the wood-cutting class, who 
start in the winter, and, having felled trees 
and cut firewood sufficient for their pur- 
poses, wait until the torrents are swollen 
by the spring or summer rains, and thus 
float it down to the level country. The 
third is the herb-cullecting class, who 
spend the summer and autumn in the 
mountains. These three classes are all 
composed of men in the humblest circum- 
stances, driven by their needs to a life 
in a wild and inhospitable country where 
their only constant neighbours are deer, 
boars, trees, and rocks. It would be 
hard, Memorialist observes, to deprive 
them of their only means of existence, 
but at the same time it is certain that the 
brigands by whom these mountains are 
infested rely greatly upon these foresters 
to supply them with grain, sat, and other 
necessities and luxuries of life. They also 
induce them, by offering extravagant prices, 
to furnish them with gunpowder and other 
ammunition. The foresters cannot but 
consent to the various demands and fre- 
quent exactions of the brigands, at whose 
entire mercy they are during their stuy in 
the mountains, neither have they the means 
to betake themselves to other trades to gaina 
livelihood. Their condition therefore is 
truly pitiable, and Memorialist proposes to 
alleviate it by establishing patrol stations 
at the various passes which give access to 
the grounds frequented by them. The 
troops quartered there will, it is hoped, 
prove a suflicient protection to the foresters, 
and will be able either to disperse the 
brigands or frighten them into submission. 
— Rescript : Noted. 

June 12th.—(1) Ts‘én Yii-ying reports 
the remittance of Tls. 30,000 to Peking 
from Fukien. One-third of this sum was 
derived from the proceeds of the duty on 
tea, and one-third from lekin on opium. 

(2) Tsai-cho reports that, on taking up 
his appointment at the Western Tombs, he 
held an inspection of the gold and silver 


sacrificial plate belonging to His Majesty, 
and found it all complete and in gvod 
order. The cattle and sheep were also 
found to be sleek and strong. 

June 13th.—(1) A Decree, directing two 
Lieutenant-Colonels, who are both over 
65 years of age, to retire with their full 
rank. 

(2) Memorial from Teng Ch‘eng-hsiu, 
denouncing Ch‘ung-li, the Acting Com- 
mandant of the Peking gendarmerie, for 
having submitted a misleading report to 
the Throne with regard to the arrest of 
the Canton graduate Ku Ming-yu. [The 
report referred to has not been published 
in the Gazette]. Memorialist hears that, 
in his report, Ch‘ung-li maintains that the 
injuries sustained by Ku Ming-yu were 
self-inflicted and not the result of violence 
offered him by the police, and that he has 
only sent two of the officers concerned in 
the arrest for examination before the Board 
of Punishments. The wilful misstatement 
contained in this declaration is amply dis- 
proved by the appearance presented by 
the prisoner at the examination, when 
unmistakeable marks of bruises inflicted 
by the sticks or fists of his captors, as 
well as signs of biting and kicking, were 
visible on his person. Besides, though 
the Commandant may hope to throw 
dust in the eyes of His Majesty, he can- 
not be successful in deceiving the eyes 
and ears of hundreds of spectators who 
saw the brutal treatment of the graduate, 
and whose indignation and loud murmurs 
at what they then witnessed cannot be 
suppressed. The Memorialist then pro- 
ceeds to point out the important respon- 
sibilities with which the Commandant of 
the Gendarmerie is charged, and to con- 
trast the deliberate caution formerly exer- 
cised in selecting a capable otticer for the 
appointment with the carelessness which 
has now suffered it to be filled by s0 
incompetent and unworthy an incumbent. 
The result of this policy is but too evident 
in the impetus given to crime of all de- 
scriptions, and the recent robberies from the 
Palace and the general increase of similar 
offences, which the police are bribed to 
connive at, are instanced in support of 
Memorialist’s argument. The personal 
character of Ch‘ung-li is rmext assailed. 
He is accused of possessing alow and mean 
disposition, and of having displayed in- 
ordinate rapacity during his tenure of 
office at Canton as Hoppo. His subse- 
quent rapid rise has given occasion for 
much ridicule amony reading men, which is 
now justified by the evidence he has given 
of entire want of control over his subordi- 
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nates. And yet he even now refuses to 
admit his error, and attempts to impose 
upon His Majesty by submitting a garbled 
report of the circumstances. Memorialist 
concludes by earnestly praying that, in the 
interests of future good government, 
Ch‘ung-li may be dealt with without mercy 
according to his deserts. For Rescript see 
Gazette of 26th May. 

(3) Memorial from Ch‘en Pao-ch‘en, 
also denouncing Ch‘ung-li on account of 
the arrest of the Canton graduate. Memo- 
rialist read with humility in the Gazette of 
12th July 1881, that in advancing or de- 
grading officers His Majesty was guided 
only by the manner in which he saw they 
were able to discharge the duties of their 
posts. After speaking with admiration of 
the practical value of such a test, the 
Memorialist proceeds to observe that 
Ch‘ung-li has in the course of a few years 
been rapidly advanced from a post in the 
Imperial Household to the Vice Presidency 
of a Board. His employment has been 
incessant, in the Peking Gendarmerie, the 
Board of Foreign Affairs, and the Coinage 
Department of the Board of Revenue ; all 
these important appointments being held 
at the same time by him. His thankful- 
ness then should have known no bounds, 
and it should have been impossible for 
him to have shown the inpratitude now 
proved against him. The General Com- 
mandant of the Gendarmerie is responsible 
for the arrest of thieves, the repression 
of violence, and the happiness of well 
disposed citizens. Since Ch‘ung-li has 
held the post of Senior Lieutenant 
General of the Gendarmerie, robberies 
with violence are committed openly in 
the East quarter of the city ; and since 
he has held the acting appointment of 
Commandant, things have reached such a 
pass that burglaries are of constant occur- 
rence ; to give instances, the houses of the 
Duke I[-hsiin, the late Grand Secretary 
Ying-k‘uei, and the former Commandant 
Tsao-pao, have been in turn broken into 
and ransacked. Up to the present date 
neither has the stolen property been 
recovered, nor the thieves brought to 
justice. Memorialist. now finds from the 
Imperial Rescript on the case of Ku Ming- 
yu that Ch‘ung-li has suffered his under- 
lings wrongly to arrest an innocent persen 
and to put an insult on the literary 
class. If the houses of the rich and 
noble are exposed to plunder, those of the 
common people cannot hope to escape: 
and if an educated man of standing is ex- 
posed to insult, the common people are 
much wore lable tu such treatment. ‘Thus 
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the capital is in a state of alarm, and every 
finger is pointed at Ch‘ung-li. That ofticer, 
as Junior Vice President of the Board of 
Revenue, has control of the Coinage De- 
partment of that office, and his conduct 
therein is reckless and inattentive, being 
guided in every particular by the advice of 
Shao Ch‘eng-han, the Superintendent of 
the Mint, Only recently, the fact that 
fees' were extorted by the Department on 
taking delivery of a consignment of copper 
from Yunnan, gave rise to much comment. 
Moreover, Shao Ch‘eng-han possesses a 
notoriously bad reputation, so much so 
that even mention of his name is avoided. 
He was last year accused before Ch‘ung-li 
of having purchased a prostitute to be his 
concubine, and though the former is well 
aware of his character, he does not hesitate 
to continue him in his employment and to 
follow his advice. This isa general sketch 
of his conduct at the Board of Revenue. But 
the business of the Board of Foreign Af- 
faire is still more important. Witha careless, 
blear-eyed fellow like Ch‘ung-li, can it be 
hoped that he will be able to settle ques- 
tions over a glass of wine or conduct a 
discussion in a gentle and accommodating 
spirit? It is a matter of common talk 
that Ch‘ung-li’s knowledge of the Chinese 
written character is not extensive, and that 
his habits are vicious in the extreme. 
Memorialist cannot vouch for the truth of 
these reports, but, comparing the import- 
ant nature of the duties with which he is 
entrusted with the inefficient manner in 
which he discharges them, he has ill 
repaid the State for the favour shewn 
in selecting him for high ottice. A poor 
creature in a high post soon becomes 
arrogant, and a man of small ability with 
much business is speedily shown to be 
deficient. The sudden rise of Jung-lu to 
high office closely resembles that of Ch‘ung- 
liin the present day, and when the former’s 
deficiencies were discovered, he was first 
deprived of his offices as President of the 
Board of Works and Comtroller of the 
Household, and was afterwards removed 
from the command of the Gendarmerie; in 
conformity with the maxim adverted to at 
the beginning of this Memorial. The 
offences committed by Ch‘ung-li are, in 
Memorialist’s opinion, unpardonable, and 
he therefore prays His Majesty to punish 
him as a satisfaction to the public and a 
warning to other triflers. 

June 14th.—(Court Circular). The Princes 
of Tun and Kung return thanks tor au Im- 
perial present of silk yauzeandsummer cloth. 

(1) The Governor of Fukien reports that, 
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pended in purchasing cotton cloths for the 
criminals confined in the judicial commis- 
sioner’s prison and in prisons at nine pre- 
fectural and two departmental towns in 
Fukien. 

June 15th —(1) A Decree, announcing 
that an inquiry has been held into the truth 
of the charges recently preferred by Hait 
K’o-kang against Yii-lu, Governor of An- 
hui. The Literary Chancellor Sun Yii-wén, 
to whom the investigation was committed, 
now reports that the charges are one and 
all devoid of foundation. No further pro- 
ceedings will accordingly be taken. Yii-lu 
is directed to instruct the ex-Taotai Yii- 
kéng to return immediately to Peking. 

(2) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
the despatch to Peking, partly in steamers 
and partly in native sailing vessels, of 
523,400 piculs of rice. 

(3) fhe Governor of Fukien requests 
that no expectant officials of the ‘ purchase’ 
or ‘ recommendation’ classes may be sent 
to his province for two more years.—Re- 
ferred by Rescript to the Board. 

(4) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
the death of Li Pin-fang, some time a Secre- 
tary in the Grand Secretariat, who was 
lately permitted to repair a second time to 
the Lu Ming Banquet, and was honoured 
on that occasion by the bestowal of a but- 
ton of the first rank. 

June 16th.—(1) A Decree, bestowing a 
button ef the first rank upon Wang Kuang- 
yeh, sometime Taotai in Fuhkien, who will 
next year celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of the examination at which he graduated 
as chin shih. His Majesty after remarking 
upon the pleasure and pride with which 
such an occurrence is regarded among 
scholars, gives the usual permission to 
Wang Kuang-yeh to repair a second time 
to the Kn Jung Banquet. 

(2) The Governor of Chekiang requests 
that no drafts of expectants except those 
belonging to the ‘proper path’ may be 
sent out to him for another three years, 
The proportion of appointments in Che- 
kiang to the expectant officials who hope 
ooner or later to obtain them stands 
hus :— 


Appoint- Expectants, 
ments, 

Taotaiships .... 5 tee 23 
Prefectures...... ll... , 60 odd. 
Sub-prefectures 
Departments...> 100 ...... 500 nearly. 
Districts ......... 
Minor posts .... 385 ...... 1000 odd. 
SaltDepartment 40 ...... 170 odd. 


(3) Sung-p‘u, a Secretary of the Ollice 


during the year 1830, ‘I'ls. 300 were ex- | of Trausmission, prays that the Governor 
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of Shunt‘ien may be directed to make the 
fullest inquiry into the circumstances un- 
der which a native of Feng-jun Hsien, in 
@ fit of madness brought on by drink, 
murdered his father and elder brother 
with a knife. Memorialist says that he 
has no words to express his astonishment 
at the subsequent conduct of the Magis- 
trate, Wu Chi-hsiin, who, apprehensive of 
the consequences to himself were the crime 
to become known, prevailed upon the head- 
men of the village to hush it up. A fuil 
investigation has been ordered by Decree 
earlier issued. ‘ 

June 17th.—(1) The Censor Yeh Yin- 
fang denounces the Acting Magistrate of 
Shun-té Hsien, Kuangtung, asserting that 
he has systematically hushed up or sub- 
mitted misleading reports upon grave 
offences committed within his jurisdiction. 
After quoting several instances in support 
of his charges, he begs that the Governor- 
General and Governor may be directed to 
hold a thorough investigation into the 
conduct of the Magistrate. 

(2) Ho Ching, Governor-General of -Fu- 
kien and Chekiang, requests permission to 
cashier and place upon his trial an expect- 
ant major named Hsiu Jui-yuan. I¢ ap- 


pears that during a recent series of opera- 


tions against the rebel chief Chin-man in 
Chekiang, his followers, after repeated 
adverses sustained at the hands of the 
Imperial troops, concentrated themselves, 
to the number of over a hundred men, at 
8 village in the neighbourhood of Heng- 
kao Shan. Orders were hereupon issued 
fer a combined attack upon them, the 
Imperial forces being divided into two 
parties who were to proceed to the 
village by different routes and commence 
the assault simultaneously. One party 
arrived at the appointed hour, but the 
other, under the command of Haiu Jui- 
yuan, did not appear in time to take 
part in the engagement. The main body 
of the rebels were, in consequence, 
enabled to make good their escape into 
the mountains. Hsiu Jui-yuan  subse- 
quently excused himself on the ground 
that he was wilfully misled by a guide who 
had once served under Chin-man, and 
being still partial to his cause, had under- 
taken to render him this service. Being 
taxed with this piece of treachery the 
guide had no reply to make, and his head 
was immediately struck off. Memorialist 
considers the major greatly to be blamed 
in thus allowing himself to be imposed 
upon, and requests permission to examine 
him rigorously at the provincial capital.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


Google 


(3) The same officer reports a misunder- 
standing between the Magistrate of Lo- 
yuan Hsien and two Instructors belonging 
to that district. The latter have accused 
the Magistrate of shaving his head before 
the expiration of the 100 days of mourning 
for the late Empress, and the latter has re- 
taliated by charging his accusers with negli- 
gence in the performance of their duties, 
and with having illegally taken upon them- 
selves to adjudicate lawsuits. The accusa- 
tion against himself he attributes to the 
fact that he had incurred the illwill of the 
two Instructors by officially disapproving 
of their conduct, Memorialist represents 
that both parties have been required to 
vacate their posts and have been examined 
at the Oapital. Owing, however, to the 
discrepancies in their two versions of the 
tale, no decision could be pronounced, and 
it is now requested that, in order to facili- 
tate the investigation, they may all be 
cashiered and placed formally on their 
trial.—Granted by Rescript. 

June 18th.—The Governor-General of 
the Two Kuang Provinces submits a de- 
tailed account of the investigations into 
the charges brought against the Magistrate 
of Shun-té Hsien. [See Gazette of Juno 
17th.] He is acquitted on all counts except 
two. He is held to be in fault in not 
earlier ascertaining the existence of «a 
gambling establishment within his jurisdic- 
tion, though he is shewn to have adopted 
energetic and proper measures the moment 
the fact was brought to his notice. Again, in 
submitting an application that a longstand- 
ing case of robbery might be considered 
closed, he stated that he had, in a personal 
interview with the prosecutor, obtained 
his consent to the adoption of this course. 
This statement has now been shewn to be 
false, and the Magistrate is committed to 


‘the Board for the determination of a 


penalty. 

June 19th.—Memorial from Pao T‘ing 
and Hsii Ying-k‘uei, Superintendents of 
repairs at the Western Tombs. Memo- 
rialists had before their recentappointment, 
often heard of the abuses practised in con- 
nection with periodical repairs of the 
Imperial Mausolea, and having now had 
an opportunity of practically testing the 
truth of the popular rumours, they do not 
venture to conceal the result of their ex- 
periences from His Majesty. Tls. 8,516 
were issued to them for the purpose of 
effecting the necessary repairs, and they 
discovered that by long standing custom 
eight-tenths of the sum advanced were, 
theoretically, to be expended in the work : 
of the two remaining tenths, one went to 
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-the Superintendents, and one wag to be 
divided among the overseers and official 
secretaries on the spot. Probably, how- 
ever, no more than four-tenths were ever 
actually expended on the repairs, though 


Memorialists failed to obtain exact in- 


formation as to how much was devoted to 
the purpose and what proportion found its 
way into the pockets of the various small 
officials connected with the repairs. In 
_ pursuance of the theory just stated, the 
contractors, when submitting the usual 
bonds for the stability of the buildings 
they had restored, handed over to Memo- 
Nialists the two-tenths adverted to above, 
with the addition of another tenth, repre- 
senting the difference between the original 
‘estimate and the actual cost of the repairs. 
With regard to the deposition of the 
money which has come to be looked upon 
‘a8 @ perquisite of the Superintendents, 
the practice hitherto has varied. Some 
‘have accepted and made use of it. The 
conduct of such Superintendents, although 
reprehensible, has not always proceeded 
from motives of deliberate greed; many of 
them doubtless did not report the surplus 
to His Majesty for the sake of the high 
Officer responsible for the original and ex- 
cessive estimate ; and, being placed in a 
dilemma, they preferred to pocket the mo- 
ney themselves and employ it on subse- 
quent repairs, should these become neces- 
sary, rather than to allow the contractors to 
be benefited by it. Other Superintendents 
tefused the money, and it was thus suffered 
to remain in the hands of the contractors, 
who used, in return, to take a little more 
¢eare to embellish the exterior of the Mau- 
solea, As it was, however, impossible to 
expend the full allowance on the repairs, 
the difference went to increase the income 
of the contractors, and the only result, so 
far as the Superintendent was concerned, 
was that he did not imperil his reputation 
for clean-handedness. Other Superintend- 
ents, again, were constrained by the con- 
siderations mentioned above to accept the 
money, which they subsequently devoted 
to charitable purposes, that their motives 
in not reporting it might not be unfavour- 
ably construed. Lastly, some Superintend- 
ents, while ostentatiously handing back 
the proffered money, have privately 
directed the contractors to build them a 
residence with it: and this accounts for 
the fact that the houses of ex-Superin- 
tendents are, with very few exceptions, 
built on a scale of considerable magnifi- 
cence. Memorialists then proceed to 
point out that if the Superintendents 
are not so much to blame as might appear 
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at first sight, neither are the high officers 
who are responsible for the estimate ; 
for, unaccustomed to the elaborate calcula- 
tion of details, they are exposed to the 
artifices and impositions of their under- 
lings, who are thus the original causes of 
all the abuses practised at the Hsi Ling 
and other similar Imperial establishments. 
Memorialists would therefore pray His 
Majesty to take into account both this fact 
and also the peculiar position held by sue- 
cessive Superintendents, who found them- 
selves obliged to connive at abuses they 
were prevented from denouncing, and to 
extend a gracious pardon to their short- 
comings. For the future, they would sug- 
gest, as a means of suppressing the prac- 
tices now exposed, that measures be taken 
to ensure an accurate and trustworthy 
estimate of the cost of the periodical re- 
pairs, and that the officials, high and 
low, appointed to superintend the work, 
should draw a fixed allowance to defray 
their personal expenses whilst resident 
at the Tombs. Memorialists observe in 
conclusion that have not been deterred 
from bringing the above facts to light, 
by fear of the odium which will be excited 
against themselves; neither do they attach 
undue importance to the insignificant 
sum of money recently saved by them. 
Their great object and desire is to be the 
means of eradicating an abuse of long 
standing, and to point out to His Majesty 
a branch of the public finances in which 
retrenchment to an indefinite extent is 
still possible.—For Rescript see Gazette of 
1st June. 

June 20th.—(1) The Governor of Che- 
kiang reports the conclusion of an appeal 
case in which an expectant Taotai named 
Wang Ting-yueh, who waslast year deputed 
to survey unregistered land near Chia- 
hsing Fu, and was there assaulted by a 
mob instigated, as he suspected, by the 
local officials, complained at the Censorate 
that adequate justice had not been meted 
out to his assailants. The circumstances 
of the assault have again been carefully 
examined, and the suspicions of the ap- 
pellant have been shown to be without 
foundation. Memorialist has explained 
this to him in a personal iuterview, and 
has been successful in removing from his 
mind the sense of injury under which he 
laboured. 

(2) The Commander-in-chief of the Chi- 
nese forces in Hunan begs that he may be 
allowed to reinstate in his previous rank 
an expectant Lieutenant-Colonel who has 
succeeded in curing himself of the vice of 
opium smoking, on account of which he 





was some time since dismissed the service. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

June 21st.—(1) A Decree, encouraging 
to further exertions in the public service a 
Prefect, two Department Magistrates, and 
three District Magistrates highly com- 
mended by Chang Chih-tung, Governor of 
Shansi ; and cashiering or removing from 
their posts a number of other magistrates 
and expectant magistrates denounced by 
the same officer. : 

(2) P‘eng Tsu-hsien, Governor of Hupei, 
reports that on the 14th of May he took 
over, provisionally, the seals of office as 
Acting Governor-General of the Two Hu 
Provinces. 

(3) Ch‘ung Kuang, Superintendent of the 
Canton Customs, reports that the duty 
collected in 1881 by the Native Customs at 
Canton, Swatow, Kiungchow, and other 
amaller stations, amounted, in all, to Tis. 
190,434, shewing a surplus of Tls. 33,922 
over the estimated revenue from this 
source. During the same period the duty 
collected on opium at the Hsin-an Heien 
and Msiang-shan Hsien stations came to 
Tis. 147,846, and the duties on merchandise 
at the Lien-chou Fu and Pakhoi barriers 
to Tls. 22,790. 

June 22nd.—(1) A Decree, ordering the 
instant arrest of T‘ao Teh-ying, a clerk in 
the Board of War, who is charged with 
extorting fees and detaining papers and 
commissions that passed through his hands, 
and who has now fled from justice. 

(2) Liu Ch‘ang-yu is ordered to Peking. 
Ts‘en Yii-ying is directed to act as 
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kuei- 


chow. (ifs TED Chang Chao-tung, 


formerly Governor of Kuang-tung and 
subsequently Director General of. the 
Grain Transport, is directed to act as 
Governor of Fukien. Lin-shu, Minister of 
the Tsung-li Yamén, is appointed General 
Commandant of the Peking Gendarmerie. 


O-lei-ching-o Hi Bay aD is appointed 
Taotai of 'Tientsin. 

(3) A Decree. En-ch’eng memorialises 
Us, requesting to be relieved of the more 
laborious part of his duties. Let him re- 
sign his posts of Comptroller of the Imper- 
ial Household, and General Commandant 
of the Peking Gendarmerie, and his duties 
in connection with the superintendency of 
the Peking Field Force... 

(4) A Decre, directing the Anhui author- 
ities to make strict search for Kao Shao- 
chou, the clerk implicated in the recent 
embezzlement of Imperial Bounty money. 

(®) The Governor General of the Two 
Kuang Provinces requests permission to 
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erect a temple to the memory of Tuan: F' 
ch‘i, formerly Salt Commissioner of Kuang. F 
tung, whose services as a commander 
during the Taiping rebellion were most 
distinguished and repeatedly called forth ¥- 
the admiration of Tséng Kuo-fan. The 
deceased officer was most -remarkable for 
the ability he displayed in raising sieges, 
which exploits he accomplished by forced 
marches and sudden vight attacks, and 
also for his skill in obstructing the pro- 
gress of an advancing enemy. In this 
latter branch of warfare he displayed such f 
genius that Tséng Kuo-fan, whose complete f 
confidence he had gained, once said of him }: 
that he was ‘sufficient single-handed to 
keep a whole army at bay. One instance | 
is given of the paramount influence he had 
acquired over the Imperial troops. The 
men of a detachment quartered near his }- 
own, indignant at the long arrears of pay 
due to them, were on the point of mutiny, 
when Tuan-ch‘i, hearing of their inten- 
tion, rode, unattended, into the midst 
of theircamp. The troops were powerfully 
affected at the sight of a commander they 
had learned to respect so much, and. 
throwing down their weapons, they formed 
a circle round him, performed the ceremony 
of the kotow, and returned to their duty. 
Memorialist observes that in his civil capa- 
city the deceased officer was remarkable 
for the tact and integrity he displayed. 
and that P‘eng Yii-lin has just written 
privately to him (Memorialist), strongly 
urging him to address the Throne wh 
a view to the compilation by the State 
Historiographer’s Otlice of a history of 
Tuan-ch‘i’s exploits, and the erection of 
a special temple in his honour, Memv- 
rialist thoroughly coincides in the wish 
expressed by Peng Yii-lin, and is now for- 
warding the petition in due form.—Re- 
script: Let it be as requested: let the 
Board concerned take note. 


June 23rd.—(1) Memorial from Ch‘en ! 
Pav-ch‘en, requesting that Chang Shu. ' 
sheng, the Acting Govenor-General of 
Chihli, may be punished for having, it~ 
defiance of a recent Kdict, taken upon hin | 
self to apply for the services of Chang P'e' | 
lun, an Expositor of the Hanlin, = After! 
pointing out the artful way in which the’ 
Governor-General thought to secure hiu- 
self against violation of the letter of th: . 
Edict by substituting another form «° 
expression for the usual ‘ request 


transfer ’ (Zea§), the Memorailiat cow: 
ments strongly on the presumption of ths: | 


high oflicer in venturing to ‘recommend 
for employment an official with whus 
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worth and capacity His Majesty was 
already personally acquainted. and whose 
services Li Hung-chang and Tso Tsung- 
tfang had, on this account, shrunk from 
applying for last year, when engaged in 
surveying the water system of Chihli. 
Such conduct admits of far less excuse than 
that of Chang Chih-tung and others, who, 
though ill-advised enough to apply for offi- 
cials whose duties brought them into close 
connection with His Majesty, at leasf took 
care that the subjects of their applications 
were men whose talents were not so widely 
recognised as those of Chang P‘ei-lun. 
- Iemorialist, being a colleague of the latter, 
has an unbounded respect for his superior 
ability, in dealing with the questions of 
the hour, and is only too sensible of the 
loss the Hanlin would have sustained 
had he been removed from its ranks. He 
therefore begs that the Buard may be 
directed to award to Chang Shu-sheng a 
poly proportioned to his presumption. — 

‘or Rescript see Gazette of 2nd June. 

(2) The Imperial Resident in Tibet re- 
porta that the Nepaulese Envoy and suite, 
who left Peking on April 29th, 1880, 
arrived in Anterior Tibet on December 
26th, 1881. Whilst there the Envoy toox 
occasion to express to Memorialist the 
gratitude he felt towards His Majesty for 
the kindness and condescension of the 
reception afforded him at Peking, and for 
the many presents with which the Imperial 
bounty had loaded him. He had ex- 
perienced uniformly kind treatment in 
whatever part of the Empire he had 
travelled, having been furnished with 
suitable conveyances and escort at every 
stage; and for this he wished to express 
his best thanks. Memorialist entertained 
him with the usual hospitality, and pre- 
sented him, on parting, with gifts for him- 
self and for the Prince of Nepaul. The 
envoy left for his native country on the 
17th of last April. He was duly escorted to 
the frontier by Tibetan troops, and, on his 
arrival there, was met by a native chief 
deputed by the Prince of Nepaul to bring 
him safely to the Capital.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

June 24th. —Kung-t‘ang, Military Lieut- 
enant Governor of Urumisi, .prays His 
Majesty to confer a tablet upon the deities 
of the Po-ko-ta Mountain, in recognition 
of various acts of supernatural interposi- 
tion. In this mountain there is a lake 
some li in extent, and of unfathomable 

. depth, upon the waters of which the inha- 
bitants of the whole surrounding country 
tely for the irrigation of their lands. Of 
recent years, however, the spring had 
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shewn signs of becoming exhausted, and 
much anxiety had been felt on this account. 
Orders were accordingly given last year to 
erect a temple on the hill, and scarcely 
had it been completed when the water 
in the reserveir rose more than 100 


_ feet, and has ever since afforded an un- 


failing supply of water. ‘Ihe assistance 
of the deities has also been invoked with 
unvarying success on many occasions when 
locusts threatened to devastate the country, 
or snow was urgently needed for the pro- 
tection of the crops. Memorialist observes 
that ‘such important services should not 
remain unrequited, and he begs, in accord- 
ance with the expressed wish of the in- 
habitants, to address His Majesty on the 
subject.—His request has been granted by 
Rescript earlier published. 

June 25th.—(1) Wen Hsii reports a case 
in which a Bannerman belonging tv the 
garrison force stationed in Tsitsihar was 


‘ driven to commit suicide, in order that he 


might be revenged upon the Major of his 
company for a long course of tyranny prac- 
tised upon him. The Major, whose cruel 
treatment of his subordinate is sufficiently 
proved, has been dismissed the service and 
directed to pay ten taels to the family of 
the deceased for funeral expenses, 

(2) The Imperial Agent at Kobdo repre- 
sents that the efticer deputed by hiin to 
proceed to the lead mines at Tu-lan K‘a- 
la, the working of which has been discon- 
tinued for many years on account of reasons 
connected with the frontier, now reports 
that the guard in the vicinity of the mines 
is efficiently maintained, and that there 
are no signs of mining operations in defiance 
of the prohibition.—Rescript : Noted. 

June 26th.—-(1) Memorial from the 
Prince of Kung, submitting the usual bien- 
nial list of eighteen Secretaries attached to 
the Tsung-li Yamén, and three Proctors 
connected with the T‘ung Wén Kuan, who 
are recommended to His Majesty’s notice 
on account of the zeal they have displayed 
in their respective departments. Memo- 
rialist takes the opportunity of alluding to 
the great increase of telegraphic and writ- 
ten correspondence which passes through 
the hands of the Secretaries of the Tsuny-li 
Yamén, and while bearing testimony to the 
able manner in which the eighteen have 
acquitted themselves of their duties in this 
respect, he observes that there are others 
equally praiseworthy whose names will 
find a place on the next recommendation 
list. 

(2) Wen T*‘ung-ho, President of the 
Board of Works and Chancellor of the Im- 
perial Academy, addresses His Majesty on 
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the subject of the government schools 
attached to each Banner. He has rever- 
ently perused the Imperial Decree direct- 
ing scholars and teachers to devote them- 
selves conscientiously ‘to their duties at the 
schools in question, and he ventures to 
submit the reasons which have recently 
broken off the connection between the 
masters and their pupils. These ate, in 
main, two. Each scholar used formerly to 
receive a stipend of Tls. 1.5 a month, but, 
_by the regulations at present in force, he 
is allowed to draw only TI. 0.9, a sum not 
sufficient to keep him supplied with food, 
not to mention books and stationery. In the 
_second place, the school buildings in which 
the classes used to meet are in a ruinous 
condition, and entirely uninhabitable. To 
meet these difficulties, Memorialist suggests 
that temporary class rooms be erected at 
the public expense, and that the repairs of 
certain portions of the school buildings be 
at once commenced. When these are 
finished, he would propose that the 
scholars who are to be accorded the 
privilege of instruction shall be selected 
as heretofore, with this difference, that 
the attendance of those who belong to 
well-to-do families, and can afford to 
engage a private tutor, shall not be re- 
quired. They will be accorded the privi- 
leges and the status of Governmentscholars, 
but will not draw the stipend, which will 
be evenly distributed among the pupils 
who frequent the schools. At the same 
time he would propose that a small grant 
of money be issued by the Board of 
Revenue to be bestowed from time to time 
upon the more deserving scholars.—Refer- 
red to the Boards concerned by Decree 
earlier published. 

June 27th. —(Court Circular.) Yen 
Ching-ming paid his respects on his arrival 
at Peking, and returned thanks for his 
appointment to the Presidency of the 
Board of Revenue. 

(1) Wu T‘ing-fen, Secretary at the 
Tsung-li Yamén, is directed to proceed to 
Kuangtung as Chief Examiner at the 
forthcoming Provincial competition ; and 
Pao-t‘ing is ordered to proceed to Fukien 
in the same capacity. 

(2) A Decree, announcing that the re- 
port of the Grand Secretaries and the 
Board of Punishmeuts upon the subject 
of the arrest of the Canton graduate has 
been duly submitted to atid approved of 
by the Throne. The leader of the party 
of police who made the wrongful arrest, 
mistaking Ku Ming-yu, it is alleged for 
his younger brother Ku Hsiang-ch‘en, 
(who had fallen under the suspicion of the 
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authorities for bearing the nickuame of ap 
Afi or “ little commander”,) is banished 


to Tsitsihar, and various penalties of less 
severity are apportioned to those concerned 
in the arrest and ill-treatment of the 
graduate, and these responsible for the 
indignities put upon him at the preliminary 
hearing. Finally, Ch‘ung Li, on account 
of his inability to efficiently control his 
subordinates, and for the careless manner 
in which he prepared his report to the 
Throne on the subject, is, together with 
two Brigade Generals, whose names were 
prefixed to the Memorial, committed to 
the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. The Supervising Censor Shih 
Chang-shuo, who was recently denounced 
on account of the irregularities of his 
son, is now called upon to resign his 
office, and his son, who, there is reason to 
believe, was implicated in the late violent 
proceedings ayainst the graduate, is sent 
back to his native village, there to be 
placed under the strict surveillauce of the 


‘authorities, 


(3) Hsi Chen, Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Office, submits a scheme for 
the better education of Manchu Banner- 
men. He observes that in the present 
day there is scarcely one able Manchu to 
be found where in olden times there were 
a hundred, and he has often and carefully 
reflected upon the causes of this degeneracy. 
These he conceives to be two. The first 
is the dilapidated state of the Government 
Schools, to which fact are attributable the 
indolence and apathy of pupils and teachers 
and the dishonesty to which the latter 
have recourse when submitting the usual 
returns of scholars. The second is the fact 
that the avenues of advancement open to a 
Manchuare much wider than those by which 
a Chinese can gain admittance to official 
life; so wide, indeed, that a Manchu has no 
need to distress himself with hard study, — 
but indolently waits for his admission into 
the oflicial corps, and regards his subse- 
quent regular promotion as a matter of 
course. A bitkeshi, for instance, purchases 
his first appointment for a small sum of 
money, and frequently before he is sixteen 
years of age. From this time forward he 
relinquishes his studies entirely. Next, he 
is recommended for a Censorship, and 
afterwards, if favourably mentioned at the 
Metropolitan Scrutiny, he becomes a 
Director or a Sub-Director of a Court at 
Peking, or a Taotai or Prefect in one 
of the provinces. Here the results of 
his neglected education begin to make 
themselves felt, for he finds himself 


JuNE 27—30.] 


83 





unable to read the archives of his new 
office, or to draft an official despatch. He 
is thus entirely at the mercy, if in Pekiny, 
of the clerks attached to his establishments, 
and of his private secretaries, if he holds a 
provincial appointment ; in either case, he 
is dependent upon that class of men who 
are, beyond doubt, the causes of 80 many 
abuses that disgrace the public administra- 
tion, Ina word, though it may seem now 
that the fund of available talent is at its 
lowest ebb, yet, if no measures are taken 
to increase it, a time may come when 
posterity will look upon the standard of 
the present day as a much-to-be-desired, 
though unattainable, object of ambition. 
To remedy the evils he deplores, Memoria- 
list proposes that the Banner Schools be 
at once restored, and the regular course of 
study again insisted upon; and that a 
system of strict examinations be instituted 
to test the capabilities of all Manchu as- 
pirants to oftice, with the exception v- 
those who have already given proof of 
their knowledge at the recognised comf 
petitions. He prays further that, in view 
of the impossibility of the Chancellor of 
the Imperial Academy being able to exer- 
cise an adequate supervision over the 
scholars and their teachers, a high officer, 
who has graduated as chin shih, may be 
appointed from each Banner, to undertake 
the special management of the business 
connected with the school attached to the 
Banner, and, in conjunction with his 
colleagues, to submit a memorial on the 
subject to the Throne.—The suggestions 
of the Memorialist have been referred to 
the Board. 

(4) Memorial from the Tsung-li Yamén, 
requesting that the Li Shan-lan, an ex- 
pectant 2nd Secretary of the Board of 
Revenue, may be promoted to be an ex- 
pectant 1st Secretary, in recognition of 
the aid he has rendered the pupils of the 
T‘ung-wén Kuan in their mathematical 
studies. —Granted by Reacript. 

June 28th.—(1) Li Ho-nien prays that, 
in accordance with previous custom, he 
may be allowed to forward the equivalent 
of the rice tribute to Peking in silver, both 
on account of the difticulties of transport 
in Honau, and because the supply of grain 

‘in that province barely suttices to meet the 
local demand.—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Govervor of Hunan makes a 
similar request, which is also granted by 
Rescript. 

June 29th.—(1) A Decree, announcing 
that the report of Ho Ching has been 
Teceived, containing the account of an 
iuvestigation into certain charges of dis- , 
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honesty and profligacy brought against 
Chiang Feng-tsao, an officer whuse nomina- 
tion to the prefecture of Hsing-hua in 
Fukien has recently been approved of by 
the Board. The Governor-General has 
been able to discover no proofs of the 
malpractices charged against Chiang Feng- 
tsao. That officer however is directed to 
wait, under official surveillance, for another 
appointment in Fukien, and the Board is 
ordered to select a fresh incumbent for the 
prefecture of Hsing-hua. 

(2) Memorial from the Censor Haiti K‘o- 
kany, denouncing Yii-lu, the Governor of 
Auhui, for continuing to employ private 
Secretaries of notoriously bad character, in 
spite of a recent Decree directed against 
this practice. ‘The Governor, according to 
the Memorialist, is entirely in the hands 
of two such Secretaries, who have acquired 
such influence over him that they virtually 
transact the whole of the public business, 
with scarcely any direction on the part 
of their chief, who unhesitatingly signs 
any document or confirms any decision 
of which they approve. The conse- 
quence is that the subordinate officials 
stand im awe, not of their officia! superiors, 
but of these Secretaries, and the popular 
indignation is loud in condemnation of the 
systematic bribery and corruption that 
disgraces the provincial administration. 
The Governor, however, seoms quite insen- 
sible to the popular clamour. Iie has also 
placed in charge of the accountancy 
department a cashiered Taotai, by name 
Yii keng, a man of disreputable antecodents 
and who, owing to his personal acquaint- 
ance with the majority of the Anhui | 
mayistrates, is the centre of an extensive 
syatem of intrigue highly detrimental to 
the public interests Memorialist concludes 
by praying His Maj -sty to appoint a high 
officer to examine into the truth of the 
above charges. 

(3) Memorial from the same Censor, at- 
tacking the Governor of Anhui on account 
of improper recommendation of two unde- 
serving ofticials. : 

(4) The Governor of Honan reports the 
remittance to Peking of Tls. 40,000, being 
the first remittance of this year’s land tax. 

June 30th.—(1) A Decree, expressing 
the Imperial surprise at the recent repre- 
sentation of the high officers deputed to 
weigh the silver in the Treasury of the 
Imperial Household that there was a dis- 
crepancy of ‘T'ls. 750 between the amount 
actually deposited there and that entered 
on the books. The Buard of Revenue is 
called upon to indicate the source from 
which the deticiency is tu be made govd, 


and the military authorities concerned are 
directed to be more vigilant in future in 
keeping guard round the Treasury. 

(2) ‘the Literary Chancellor of Anhui 
submits the result of the inquiry he was 
directed to make into the charges brought 
against Yii-lu, the Governor of that pro- 
vince, by the Censor Hsii K‘o-kang. The 
memorial is a complete vindication of the 
character of Yii-lu and the secretaries em- 
ployed by him. The antecedents of the 
latter are given at lenyzth, and shewn to 
be eminently respectable. The different 
counts in the Censor’s indictment are dealt 
with one by one, and cateyorically denied. 
The cashiered Taotai referred to is proved 
to have had his original rank subsequently 
restored to him on the recommendation 
of LiHung-chang, but Memorialist suggests 
that, in deference to the popular objection 
to his being placed in charge of the ac- 
countancy department, he should be re- 
lieved of that duty, and even, should it 
appear desirable, sent away to his native 
place.—Four Re-cript see Gazette of 15th 
June. 

(3) The Governor of Kueichow memoria- 
lises, deprecating for the preseut any 
alteration in the law of summary execution, 

July 1st.—No documeuts of importance. 

July 2ud.—(1) Memorial from Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang, proposing measures for the 
reyulation of the salt trade of the Liang 
Huai area. Memorialist remarks that the 
salt trade is the great source of wealth and 
revenue in Huai-an Fu, and that the North 
and South Government salt consumed in 
the markets of Anhui, Kiangsi, Kuangtung 
and Hunan, subserves a greater area with 
a larger profit than that consumed in Ché- 
kiang, Kuangsi, Szechuen and Chihli. 
During the reigns of Ch‘ien Lung and Chia 
Ch‘ing, the merchants contributed largely 
to the expenses of the suppression of the 
rebellion in Ta Hsiao Chin Ch‘uan, the 
pacilication of Taiwan, and the reduction 
of Szechuen and Hukuang. ‘They may be 
said to have been then at the zenith of 
their prosperity, and from that time on 
they might, by adhering to their old 
grooves, have continued to enjoy enormous 
profits. Their assigns and successors, 
however, accustomed as they were to 
a life of luxury, knew but little of the 
trade, and the salt business accordingly 
fell into decay. In 1832 a former Goy- 
ernor-General, Tuo Shu, originated a 
system of licenses to relieve the poverty- 
stricken condition of North Huai, and 
sternly repressed illegal fees in order to 
remove the abuses in South Huai. From 
that date the accounts laid before the 
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Throne of the regular and miscellaneous 
revenue from salt amounted annually to 
several million taels, a sum amply sufficient 
to meet all appropriations. The system 
left by T‘ao Shu was reverently adhered 
to by successive, Governors-Geueral, but, 
among these, Lu Chien-ying was the only 
one who proposed to supplement and 
extend it, and the troubles of the times 
unfortunately prevented his intention be- 
ing carried into practice. When the re- 
bellion was at its height, the trade on the 
Yang-tzi was interrupted, and the con- 
suming areas were overrun. After the 
capture of Nanking the salt system fell 
into confusion, ‘The Anhui marts used 
salt from the Two Huai, supplemented 
by salt from the sea cuast ; Hupei bor- 
rowed salt from Szechuen; Hunan and 
Kianysi took, in addition, salt both from 
Kuangtung aud Chékiang. All that was 
attempted was the bare relief of the people 
and the definition of an area for the levy 
of lekin: it was idle to ask about the salt 
revenne from the Two Huai. On the re- 
covery of Nanking and the re-opening of 
the Yang-tzii in 1865, the Governor-General 
Tséng Kuo-fan proposed a general return 
to the license system, but the dry salteries 
had been long unworked, the taxes in 
abeyance, aud the merchants scattered. 
Government conveyance and Merchant 
conveyance were(!) alike impossible. But 
licensed traders were invited to make trial 
of the different markets, solely in the hope 
that Huai salt might gradually come into 
consumption ; not necessarily with a view 
to profit. According to the annual re- 
turns of 1851, the total delivery of large 
yin (600 lbs) of Government salt entered 
in Hukuang markets was 413,456 ; in 1870 
it sank to 272,000 yin. In Anhui the 
amount disposed of sank from 114,858 
yin in 1851, to 72,000 in 1865. In 
the Kiangsi market, which suffered less 
from the rebels, and into which Huai salt 
found its way through Kiukiang and Hu- 
k‘ou, the amount consumed, as a rule, 
increased. According to the 1851 returns, 
it was 145,120 large yin, and the warrants 
applied for by merchants were for 170,000 
yin, while at present the excess in the 
number of applications for warrants and 


(1) In the : 


veyance, the salt 1s taken delivery of at the 
works by Government, and conveyed to 


depé6ts under bond ;: in the Pash, or mer- 
chant conveyance, the salt passes directly into 


the hands of the licensed (38) merchants, 


or Government con. 
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licenses is even greater, so that Memo- 
rialist has had temporarily to stop their 
issue, in order tv preveut the con- 
sumption exceeding the statutory limit. (@) 
With this exception, in the Anhui and 
Hukuany markets which have long been 
free from rebels, the statutory number of 
salt warrants is constautly being carried 
over to the next year, and the store of 
salt daily increases, rising in white glis- 
tening masses mountains high. The 
people of the. coast who live by salt- 
refining are worn out through want of 
employment throughout the year, while 
the officials in control of the Salt Depart- 
ment, clinging to the assertion that to 


increase the number of permits can do no- 


good and must do harm, neglect the wants 
of the people, and whenever a merchant 
requests that more permits may be alloted 
to him, invariably rebuke him and refuse 
his request ; abandoning without scruple a 
system which has been in force for two 
centuries, and leaving to their fate several 
millions of starving inhabitants of the coast. 


(2) Note :—Each province is assessed in the 


FARAH at a fixed (A 


of salt, so many yin g ). On this statutory 
amount of yin the salt officials are supposed 
to pay duty. Every yin has a ‘warrant’ or 
‘permit ’ (yin); which permits are issued, 
according to priority of application, to the 
licensed () salt traders. The object of 
every galt official is to get into comsumption 
(3A the statutory amount at which his 


province is assested. Should the applications 
for permits exactly equal the statutory 
amount, all goes well, 
as they constantly do, the unapplied-for per- 
mits in a given year are tacked on to the next 
year, the unconsumed salt remaining in the 
government depédts. : 
Memorialist deals, as regards Kiangei, with 
avery extraordinary state of things, one 


where the applications for permits (is fa 


Bl Ly $) actually exceed the statutory 
allowance of salt | Bp. Asin the fre- 


quent case of a deficit, the excess of permits 
issued is debited to the next year, and delivery 
of salt against them is made from next year’s 
stock, ‘The confusion caused in the annual 
salt returns by these 


) consumption 


‘carried over’ or 


, . 
. ‘suspended Cina) accounts can be easily 


’ 


imagined. Bl (yin) is ‘a yin of salt,’ ‘salt,’ 
or ‘warrant or permit,’ according to the 
Sense, 
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Should they fall short, , 


How they can justify such conduct, Memo- 
rialist has no idea. Critics say that, Sze- 
chuen salt having for many a long day 
been taken instead of Huai salt in the 
markets of Hukuang, the present change 
to a system of license for the sale of Huai 
salt would, it is to be apprehended, be 
advantageous neither to the Government 
nor to the traders of Szechuen. But the 
trade in salt on the western borders of 
Szechuen has, of late years, had a success 
so marked that the Governor-General ‘Ting 
Pao-chén has been induced by the daily 
inorease in consumption of Szechuen sult 
to propose to retire from Hukuang and 
restore it to the Huai area. As the con- 
sumption of Huai salt is daily decreasing, 
it is consonant equally with policy and 
right that the Hukuang salt area should 
be recovered for it. Moreover, the Censors 
Chang Kuan-chun and Ohou Sheng-shu, in- 
a memorial long since submitted to the 
Throne, requested that the permits might 
again be increased up to the old statutory 
allotment ; while the traders of every mart 
have already prayed for the restoration of 
the salt areas. Such consensus of opinion 
is notable enough. Mencius says, ‘‘ To 
have wisdom and discretion is not equal 
to the faculty of embracing the favour- 
able opportunity”: and Kuan Chung 
recommends .‘‘ granting to the people 
what they desire.” If one desires to 
contrive increase of the revenue of the 
Empire, the proper courso is to increase the 
number of the Huai salt-permits. This 
can easily be effeoted now without further 
deliberation. There are others who main- 
tain that Hupei is dependent on the im- 
portation of Szechuen salt to furnish its 
military contribution to other provinces, 
and that, if Huai permits-are now reverted 
to, the Szechuen salt trade must be stop- 
ped, and, with it, this source of Hupoi’s 
revenue. They accordingly are doubtful as 
to the expediency of the proposed arrange- 
ment, overlooking the fact that the profit 
Hupei now obtains is drawn from the 
collection of lekin on salt. The reason 
Hupei is dependent on the lekin levied on 
Szechuen salt is that formerly, the Huai 
permit area being but ill supplied with that 
salt, Szechuen salt temporarily occupied 
the Hupei market where it found a ready 
sale. If now the Huai-nan area be rapidly 
re-extended, and the markets Szechuen 
occupied be restored, the lekin which 
Hupei will not be able to draw from Sze- 
chuen salt will still be drawn from Huai 
salt, and if there be a brisk consumption 
of Huai salt, Hupei will obtain a more 
abundant lekin. In any case, Hupei 
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cannot lose by the proposed arrangement. 
Besides, it has been proposed, for econo- 
mical reasous, to disband the Hupei 
garrison force, which step would imply 
retrenciment and not increase in the 
military expenditure of that province ; 
and in that case such a revenue may 
be reckoned on for the provincial ex- 
chequer as will, in Memorialist’s opinion, 
be amply adequate for all requirements, 
And even supposing that there are pressing 
expenses to be met by Hupei, the surplus 
lekin from the Huai area could, as has 
been done before, be from time to time 
transferred to Hupei, of whose wants 
Kiangsu could never, assuredly, be un- 
miudfal, Some years ago, Shen Pav-chen 
proposed that the Huai area should con- 
tribute to the military expenses of Hupei 
a yearly sum of a milliou odd taels, a 
proposal, indeed, which was never acted 


upon and left no substantial benefit to 


Hupei. This aid Memorialist now suggests 
will meet the wishes of the people, and 
reference to past memorials submitted to 
the Throne and statistics of the amount of 
salt sold and lekin collected, afford ample 
evidence of the secure basis on which his 
proposals rest. As far as the interests of 
Hupei are concerned, would not cordial 
co-operation with Huai in developing the 
aale of Huai salt, and participation in 
profits from the regular licensed trade—a 
caurse by which the natural order of things 
would be attained, and men’s minds satia- 
fied—be preferable to living on the surplus 
atock at markets which othera have ob- 
tained temporary possession of? Memo- 
vialist on taking leave of His Majeaty waa 
commanded to look upon the Salt and Ooast 
Defence Departments as the most import- 
ant of the responsibilities with which he 
was entrusted. Since his arrival at his 
post, he has carefully studied the arehives 
of the salt administration, has discussed 
with his‘ friends and colleagues their var- 
ious systems, and has obtained information 
concerning the opinions of the gentry and 
merchants. He has. thus been enabled to 
learn that the one system which can in- 
crease the revenue aud benefit the people 
is the restoration tv Huai-an of its former 
market, and the increase of the number of 
permits. At the same time he is convinced 
that the scheme cannot prove successful 
unless the feeling of the traders be care- 
fully ascertained, the amount of profit and 
loss in different localities weighed, and the 
requirements of season and custom fully 
revealed to the public. Having purgued 
his inquiries for three months, he has ob- 
tained some slight clues to the solution of 
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the difficulty, which he has the honour to | 
- lay before their Majesties. 


The measures he proposes are :— 

(I) The quality of salt must be improved. 
There are two kinds of Huaisalt ; in North 
Huai it is manufactured by exposure to the 
action of the sun and wind, is white in 
colour and of excellent taste ; the South 
Huai salt is fire-refined, the brine being 
placed in vats and evaporated by the action 
of fire, is dull in colour, and slightly acrid 
to the taste. There is consequently more 
demand for North Huai salt than for that 
of South Huai, but the North Huai salt- 
works are not so numerous nor is the 
supply of salt so abundant as in South 
Huai, where the producing districts are 
numerous and well fitted by situation for 
getting the salt into consumption. The 
Kuaugtung and Szechuen. salt resembles 
that of North Huai and is superior in taste 
and colour to that of South Huai. Al- 
though the usurpation of the Hupei ares 
by Szechyen was the result of the smallness 
of the salt stock at Huai, it was also the 
result of the superivrity in quality of 
Szechuen salt to that of Huai. Here- 
tufore the essential point in the manage- 
ment of the Salt Deparinient has been 
held to be the seizure of smuggled salt; 


| but if it be desired to. put down the 


contraband trade and to promote the con- 
sumption of the Government article, there 
is nothing so important as the lowering of 
the price of the latter. I[t is certain that 
the consumption of salt will be stimulated 
by the adoption of a fair price. But 
although the price of Government salt be 
lower than that of smuggled salt, if it be 
inferior in taste and colour it will be uv- 
able to compete with the smuggled article, 
and the people will hardly abandon the 
use of the latter for the former. It was 
for this reason that former Huai officials 
and merchants, whenever they tried to yet 
at some means of recovering the salt areas, 
eventually came to have doubts that what 
would stand in their way would be the 
inferiority in taste and colour of Huai salt 


to the salt it was meant to supplaut. ; 


Memorialist, considering that as the mak- 


ing of salt by the evaporation of brine ‘ 


depended upon labour employed, the excel- 
lence of the taste and colour must naturally 
equally depend on the labour employed. 
He learns by inquiry that of the salt kept 
in the warehouses the three kinds always 
held to be first-class are the ‘genuine, 
the ‘excellent,’ and the ‘superfine’ ; but 
that there isa still more valuable kind, 
the ‘double-refined,’ which in taste and 
colour is similar to North Huai salt, The 
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term ‘ double-refined’ means that water is 
again added to salt stored for sale which 
is thus once more purified. Memarialist 
tested some and found it white in colour 
and of excellent flavour, superior to the 
salt from Szechuen and Kuangtung, and 
the price per catty not more than a cash 
or so higher than those salts. Orders 
have now been given to the officials and 
people of the drysalteries and the I-chéng 
official inspectors to refine all the salt at 
present in store, so as to resemble the 
‘double-refined’ salt, and to strictly pro- 
hibit the mixture of inferior Rinds, so as 
to improve the trade at its root and purify 
it at its source. Whether the Government 
salt hold its own against the smuggled 
article or not, its quality will be improved, 
the revenue increased and the people beue- 
fited—three considerations well worthy the 
attention of the officials who oentrol the 
Salt Department. , 

(II) The abolition or diminution of mis- 
cellaneous charges, fees, and expenses. 
‘The Salt Administration holds out an 
attractive prospect to an unscrupulous 
official. Besides the legal fees charged at 
all Yaméns from that of the Salt Director 
and Salt Comptroller down to that of the 
assistants and testers, commissaries, exami- 
ners and secretaries, there are subscriptions 
for charitable purposes, payments for 
presents to superiors and miscellaneous 
purposes, and the salaries and allowances 
of officials whose connection with . the 
establishment is merely nominal. All these 
charges are drawn from the salt revenue 
and are entered in the license register, 
and the vast tobal mounts up day by day. 
Memorialist proposes that, with the excep- 
tion of subscriptions for charitable pur- 
poses, which are of real benefit to the 
people aud may be increased as occasion 
demands, these charges may be either 
abolished or réduced as may be deemed 
alvisable, and the amount under each head 
carefully regulated and recorded for future 
reference and guidance. Hereafter no 
further entries of expenses in the roll, in 
the hope of gain and in defiance of the 
rules, will be permitted. Memorialist will 
himself sct the example, aud hopes, with 
the assistance of the whole department, 
that stocks may to a certain extent be 
lessened and the price of the salt lowered 
so that it may successfully compete with 
the smuggled article. 

(III) Strict prevention of smuggling. 
Of the smugyled salt that has excluded 
_ Government salt from the markets of Hupei 
the greater part is from Szechuen. Leaving 


out of the question the trade at the markets 
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‘way surprises nobody. 


which were formerly supplied by Huai salt, 
the contraband trade has of late extended 
from Chien Li in-Ching Chou up river 
beyond these markets ; and even the Wu- 
ch‘ang Fu, Han-yang Fu, Té-an Fu, and 
Huang-chou Fy country suffers from this 
plague. Of the smugyled salt that has 
obtained possession of the Hunan markets, 
most comes from Kuangtung. Leaving 
out of the question the trade in salt in 
special markets,@) the contraband trade 
has recently gone beyond Heng-chou Fu, 
Yung-shun Fu, and Pao-ching Fu, and 
spread even farther than the special mar- 
kets, whilst throughout the whole of the 
jurisdiction of Chang Sha the plague of 
smuggling is universal. That the lower 
Yang-tzi country should be cursed in this 
The sutprising 
forfas of smuggling are these. The sun- 
refined salt produced at T‘ai Shan in Ohé- 
kiang, which is cheap and abundant, is 
openly carried on board Ningpo vessels 
and foreign-rigged craft. These enter the 
Yang-tzii under a foreign flag and will 
not submit to be examined. Again, the 
steamers of the interior follow suit, and 
the vessels from Chihli and Fukien which 
come for rice, and the steamers sent 
from various provinces to the Yang-tzit 
all take cargoes of salt up the river. 
Unless proclamations are issued before- 
hand to prevent and put down, smug- 
gling, it will be vain to hold the soldiers 
and officers of the customs stations res- 
ponsible ; they are powerl-ss to detect and 
prohibit it as it is being committed. This 
is 8 misfortune proceeding from extraneous 
causes. The confirmed smugylers who 
smuggle contraband salt, and the licensed 
traders who (@smugzle Government salt, 
are innumerable. This is a still greater 
internal misfortune, and one which it is 
impossible to guard against. Moemorialist 
has given orders to the provincial land and 
naval forces to patrol all routes in their 
search for smugglers: he has also issued 
a@ proclamation to remove in the first place 
the extraneous plague mentioned above as 
well as internal disease of smuggling 
Government salt which exists locally, s0 
as to stop the mischief at its source. He 
has chosen two battalions, one land and 
one naval, of his personal troops, to pro- 
ceed to the areas on the borders of Hupei 
and Szechuen on patrol and preventive 








(3) ‘Special markets ’—explained by Me- 
morialist farther on. 

(4) i.e, sell more than they have a right to 
under their ‘ permit.’ 
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service, and thus by uniting everybody in 
a@ common object, the general interests 
may to a certain extent be served. | 
(IV) To first set on foot official con- 
veyance of salt, to set an example to the 
merchants. The restoration of the old 
areas is what salt merchants especially 
desire. 
their wish in its entirety renders it equi- 
valent to a new measure, and the mer- 
cantile mind is incapable of at once under- 
standing its full significance. It is there- 
fore indispensable that an official convey- 
ance be first undertaken with a view to 
their encouragement. Memorialist pro- 
poses to choose a suitable officer and send 
him as his deputy with 5,000 yin to Ching 
Chou in Hupei, a market formerly supplied 
with Huai salt. He will introduce it 
gradually by way of Lo Shan and Chien 
Li and thus try to get it into consumption. 
All arrangements regarding the taking out 
and earriage of the stock of salt, and the 
price at which it is offered for sale, will be 
identical in every particular with those 
which apply to the merchant conveyance. 
Memorialist’s idea is that by this means he 
will ascertain the outgoings for carriage 
and expenses of sale, and the receipts from 
the sale of the salt. These being clearly 
demonstrated, the gains and losses of the 
trade may be afterwards calculated, and 
regulations for all future time be decided 
on; and thus to some extent the revenue 
will be increased, the people advantaged, 
and mercantile interests fostered. The 
three ends have been weighed together and 
schemed for ; the utmost advantage of all 
parties has been sought. Such a scheme 
as this may well become vast and long 
enduring. Memorialist, whenever he had 
occasion. to meet his colleagues and sub- 
ordinates, or the scholars and gentry, 
_ discussed the matter over and over again 
and thus obtained a comprehensive view of 
the situation. The merchants, new and 
old, are aware that this course must be 
taken, and that, if followed, it must be 
advantageous and free from detriment to 
trade. Immediately the plan was bruited, 
applicants for licenses and for yin permits 
came in great numbers. The merchants 
Ho-chuan Fu presented a petition request- 
ing that the number of yin ©) permits for 


(5) The officials are responsible for the duty 
on the yin issued ; they never therefore want 
to give a merchant more than he can get rid 
of. When an official is asked to iucrease the 
yin of a particular merchant, or to recom- 
mend to the Throne an increase in the general 
assessment of yin for a province, his hesitation 
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the Hupei area might be made up to 
150,000 ; and another firm requested the 
restoration of permits for the Anhui area 
up to 42,000. The three prefectures of 
Heny-chou, Yung-chou, and Pao-ch‘ing, 
in Hunan, were originally supplied from 
South Huai, and because that market was 
usurped by smuggled salt from Kuang- 
tung, another special area was set apart for 
the sale of Huai salt, though none of the 
latter was ever actually forwarded there 
for sale. Now, however, merchants are 
applying for the restoration of the old 
number of permits, 46,000 odd. In Ping- 
chiang Hsien in Yo Chou which borders 
on($) Kiangau and Hupei, the rapids are 
dangerous and the hills lofty; no Huai 
salt finds its way there, though the place 
is nominally a special market. The local 
merchants have for many years imported 


and disposed of soda (' =) to the 
amount of 10,000 yin, and some newly estab- 
lished firms have now applied for addi- 
tional permits amounting to 2,000 yin 

To sum up ; since the arrival of Memori- 
alist till now, a period of over three 
months, fresh permits for the sale of 
192,800 yin of salt in Hupei and Anhui 
have been issued, one sale of which, it is 
reckoned, would add more than 170,000 taels 
to the Salt Gabelle, and 1,200,000 taels to 
the salt lekin. In this computation are not 
included the permits applied for in the 
three prefectures of Heng-hou, Yung- 
chou, and Pao-ch‘ing, and the additional 
permits to convey soda applied for in the 
single district of P‘ing-chiang. The 


. statutory number of permits has now 


been issued, and the supplementary appli- 
cations for additional permits are incessant 
from every market. Memorialist, how- 
ever, fearing lest the excessive issue of 
permits may prove injurious to the off-take, 
does not venture rashly to grant them. 
The proper course will be to wait until the 
working of the new system has been re- 
ported to the Throne. Memorialist finds 
that the merchants are now in extraordi- 
narily high spirits, and that the success 
of the measure is far beyond his original 
hopes. The increase of licenses has en- 
abled the salt workers and salt refiners to 





— 


at first sight appears to be very extraordinary. 
But if it be remembered that he is responsi- 
ble for the duty in all cases his hesitation is 
very natural, His object is to square demand 
and supply, so far as this can be harmonised 
with the jobbery of himself and his subor- 
dinates. 


(6) The geography here is defective. 
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yarn @ livelihood and to live in ease. 
[hat the people whom the ravages of war 
aave spared are now enabled to find occu- 
gation and eat the fruit of their labour, is 
indeed what Memorialist expected; but 
shat the general measures of reorganisation 
should have a foundation to start from in 
this, rendering feasible the undertaking 
such public works as are from time to time 
required, would be a good fortune beyond 
his hopes.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Board of Revenue. 

(2) Postscript Memorial by the same 
officer on the increase of salt permits in 
Hupei. A yin of North Huai salt has 
heretofore consisted of 400 catties, and the 
yearly salt tax receipts have not equalled a 
third of those from South Huai. In the 
reign of Tao Kuang the salt merchants’ 
resources were at their lowest ebb, and 
though the markets were nominally all 
taken up, no salt ever reached them. The 
salt permits would not go off, the revenue 
receipts were in suspense, and the recovery 
of trade seemed almost impossible, when 
T‘so Shu introduced the system of licenses. 
The idea was excellent and the plan worked 
well; the amount conveyed and consumed 
‘increasing daily until it reached 460,000 
yin. After the troubles of the Nien Fei 
arose the salt funds were taken to pay the 
troops, and the administration fell into 
confusion. In- 1865 Tséng Kuo-fan took 
measures to rectify the conditions of the 
trade entirely in accordance with the old 
system of T‘ao Shu. Although for the last 
ten years or so the salt tax statutory assess- 
ment has been cleared off each year from 
that year’s incomings, the extra assessment 
of 160,000 yin has not yet been got into 
consumption. The Board of Revenue has 
repeatedly directed the salt officials to get 
the whole of the extra assessment taken up 
in full, but all former incumbents of the 
Department hesitated to take such mea- 
sures as would enable them to report the 
consumption of the extra assessment, fear- 
ing greatly that upon the increase of the 
number of permits, future yearly returns, 
shewing a consumption equal to the total 
assessment, could not be brought for- 
ward.(7) The instructions of the Board of 
Revenue have not therefore as yet been 
complied with. But the salt areas have 
long been undisturbed and the population 
is daily increasing ; the consumption of 
salt must therefore daily extend, and it is 


—_ 


, (7) They feared that all or part of the addi- 
tional 160,000 yin would have to be shewn as 


, in ‘suspense’ or ‘in arrears.’ 
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absurd to suppose that a brisk. demand 
for salt can be accompanied by stagna- 
tion in the applications for permits. Me- 
morialist, after arriving at his post, ener- 
getically urged and patronised the pro- 
posal to increase the permits, and the 
merchants of North Huai, perceiving that 
for a series of years their undertakings 
had left a margin of profit which might be 
counted on in future, thereupon filed ap- 
plications for increase of permits, in in- 
creasing and irresistible numbers. Memo- 
rialist on the occasion of his recent-visit to 
Ch‘ing-chiang P‘u, received at a halting 
place en route petitions from merchants 
requesting a fresh issue of permits for 
160,000 yin. Their petition was granted, 
and the Acting Salt Comptroller was re- 
quired to issue the required number of 
permits; at which the mercantile com- 
munity was overjoyed, This, though an 
unhoped-for gain to them, was nevertheless 
what they had a right to expect, and indeed 
greatly benefited the salt tax. But there 
is a legal limit to the number of permits, 
and this limit having now been reached, 
subsequent applications will have to be 
temporarily refused. The additional per- 
mits issued should be credited to a new 
return for 1879, and the salt, in the same 
way, sent to market here, there, and every- 
where. Of late years the annual salt 
returns have had to be made up for audit 
within four months from the closing of the 
account. This refers specially to the 
regular assessinent, but now that the full 
assessment is to be sent to market, the old 
rule of a year’s grace should be reverted to. 
Memorialist has instructed the Salt Oomp- 
troller to devote himself to devise such a 
system as will by degrees secure the 
thorough success of rapid consumption. 
Whether or not the accounts can be made 
up within the allotted time, he will duly 
report to His Majesty when the usual 
period has expired.—Resoript : Perused. 

July 3rd.—(1) The Governor of Yiinnan 
prays that, in accordance with the Act of 
Grace of June 10th, 1881, a prisoner sen- 
tenced to labour on the post roads, who is 
unable to pay the ‘station charges’ and 
should therefore receive 100 blows and be 
banished for three years, may have this 
punishment reduced in severity and be 
permitted to commute it for a money pay- 
ment.—Referred to the Board. 

July 4th.—(Court Circular.) Yen Ching- 
ming is accorded the privilege of riding 
inside the Forbidden City. 

(1) Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang on 
the means which appear to him best calcu- 
lated to relieve the general distress pre- 
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vailing in the Two Kiang Provinces. He 
represents that although the Taiping re- 
bellion now belongs to the history of the 
past, and nineteen years have elapsed 
since the recapture of Nanking, during 
which time able measures of reorganisation 
have been initiated and carried out by his 
predecessors, the country shews few signs 
of recovery from the desolating effects of 
that great commotion. More especially is 
this the case with the portions lying north 
of the River, where whole tracts of land 
lie waste and such of the former cultivators 
. as have managed to survive the ravages 
of poverty and hunger, have sunk so low 
as to betake themselves to brigandaye 
for a livelihood. Memorialist, whilst 
journeying upon tours of military inspec- 
tion, has had evidences of wide-spread 
poverty and vice painfully obtruded upon 
him. The plenteous harvests of the last 
few years have only served to heighten by 
contrast the destitute appearance of a 
country, the more prosperous of whose 
inhabitants have long since removed from 
their native places, and the lower classes 
of which have become professional begyars, 
accustomed to rely, all years alike, upon 
Official largesses of grain for their sub- 
sistence. Twenty thousand of such are 
ahewn by the official returns to reseive 
this relief yearly at Nanking alone, and 
the number would be enormously swelled 
were the statistics of charitable establish- 
ments at the different prefectural and 
district towns to be taken into account. 
The general depression of trade is no less 
remarkable : commodities of all kinds are 
only procurable at high and continually 
increasing prices, and many traders, un- 
able to make a living at home, have 
removed to other markets affording a 
brighter outlook. The fact that a ureat 

ortion of the carrying trade on the River 
is monvopolised by foreign and native 
steamers has also considerably interfered 
with the prosperity of the floating pv- 
pulation of the Kiang Provinces. In a 
word, wealth, poverty, extreme poverty, 
and beggary, are the four stages threugh 
which many a respectable provincial has 
passed since the rabellion, and it is hizh 
time now that some practical measures 
should be taken to afford him permanent 
relief from his unhappy situation ; for to 
issue gratuitous aid to him in the shape of 
grain, is to treat him as a mendicant and 
not as a well disposed subject of His Ma- 
jesty ; to say nothing of the fact that such 
largesses are not recognised as forming part 
of the theory of good government, and that 
itis uncertain how long it will be possible 
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to continne them. To meet this emer. 
gency and to open new fields of labour and 
emolument to these destitute provincials, 
Memorialist proposes to reorganise the 
Salt Trade, and to develop the wate 
system of Kiangsu with a view to the 
better irrigation of that province and the] 
facilitation of the river communications 
The details of the proposed reforms in the 
Salt Department will be found at length 
in the Gazette of 2nd July, which see. 
With the sums he has already saved on 
this account, which amount to something 
considerable, Memorialist intends to com: 
mence the river works in Kiangsu, and} 
he will, immediately after the despatch 
of the present memorial, proceed to the 
spot to inaugurate the undertaking.— 
Rescript : Noted. 

July 5th.—(1) A Decree, announcing 
that the Taotai of the newly- established 
Circuit in Kirin will be styled ‘ Intendant 


of the Kirin Cirouit’ (Py PA FP XK H) 


and that the appointment will be filled i 


the usual way by an incumbent selected by 


His Majesty. { 
(2) A Decree on the subject of the Ho- | 
nan Licentiates recently dismissed for nou- | 
attendauce at successive yearly saan 
tion. The Literary Chancellor is directed 
to ascertain whether their absence was 
occasioned by causes arising out of the’ 
state of the province in consequence of the | 
late famine, in which case they will havo‘ 
their degrees restored to them. The! 
Chancellor, iano Shou-héng, for having | 
improperly recommended the dismissal of | 
two licentiates who had long since surren: ! 
dered their degrees and been admitted into ; 
other branches of the public service, is, ' 
together with the previous Chancellors and | 
Otticers of Instruction who failed duly to! 
record these facts, committed to the Board | 
for the determination of a penalty, The! 
Censor who denounced the conduct of the! 
Chancellor, and the Governor who sup- ' 
ported him, are both acquitted of the ' 
charge of having, in so doing, been actuated : 
by unworthy motives. Itis further decreed : 
that the lenient treatment of the licentiates, 
rendered necessary in this case by tke: 
peculiar circumstances, is not to be quoted ; 
as a precedent hereafter. : 
July 6ch.—(1) The Military Lieutenant 
Governor of Ch‘aha‘ri reports that. the ; 
Kirin troops, 1,200 men strong, under: 
orders to proceed to Urga, have now aii , 
started from Kalyan for their destination. | 
They are marching in eight detachments, ; 
and have been supplied with 1,377 ox carts 
to transport their baggage. Memorialist 
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"will lay a detailed statement of the expenses 
incurred by him on their account befare 
‘the Board.—Rescript : Noted. 
July 7th.—(1) The following officers are 
‘directed to conduct the forthcoming pro- 
vincial competitions :—Szechuen, Wu La- 


_pu ( tt Tth) and Chang Jén-chiin (fe 
A® 3; Hunan, Yeh Ta-cho es Ke) 
-and Yang Wén-ying (HB BCAA) ; Kansu, 
Yang I (BEA) and Chiang Shu-yiin (L 


(2) ‘The Censor Ch‘en Ch‘i-t‘ai prays His 
Majesty to direct the other provincial 
‘Governments to follow the course lately 
‘ sanctioned in the case of Fukien and hold 
a careful examination of all the expectant 
- officials, who will be retained in the public 
‘ service or dismissed according to the way 
- in which they acquit themselves. Memo- 
‘ ialist suggests that only two or three 
‘tenths of these officials should, as a 
rule, be retained out of the total number 
in each province: or, at the very most, 
; that the proportion should not exceed four 
or five tenths of the whole. By this 
measure he considers that many abuses 
_ would be put a stop to, and that the 
. constant difficulty experienced by the pro- 
. vincial Governments in dealing with this 
_ class of officials would be finally solved.— 
His suggestion has been referred to the 
- Board. : 
' (8) Ming An reports a desperate attempt 
’ to escape on the part of the criminals con- 
. fined in the gaol at Ning-ku-t‘a, in the course 
: of which two of their number were killed, 
and several of the warders and the 
. soldiery called in to suppress the riot were 
"wounded. Six of the ringleaders were 
, executed immediately after the disturbance, 
and their heads, together with those of 
their two dead comrades, were publicly 
exposed, The prison authorities were at 
the same time acquitted of all blame. In 
a postscript memorial a mitigation ~ of 
_ punishment is requested for four criminals 
_who rendered assistance to the warders 
_ during the disturbance, 
_ July 8th.—(1) A Decree, appointing Ku 
Chao-hsi (jj 3/5R), Taotai of the Kirin 


Circuit, on the special recommendation of 
Ming An. This officer, the Decree states, 
is appointed because the post is a new one, 
‘and he possesses, in the opinion of the 
Military Governor, exceptional qualifica- 
tions for filling it. It is at the same time 
to be distinctly understood that the course 
now followed is not be takeu as a prece- 
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dent in future cases. Subsequent in- 
cumbents of the post will be nominated in 


the ordinary way by His Majes-y i =I 


fi Be.) 

(2) Ching Hain Ca] ) is transferred to 
the Board of War as Junior Vice-President, 
and is appointed Junior Police Provost of 
the Gendarmerie. Fu K’un (aa is 
transferred as Junior Vice-President to 
the Board of Punishments. Heng Ming 


(hs HA) is appointed Deputy Commis- 
sioner of the Office of Transmission. 
En Fu is transferred to the Board of 
Revenue as Vice-President and Superin- 
tendent of the Ooinage Department of that 
Office. 

(3) A Decree ordering a series of prayers 
for rain to be offered up at the various 
state temples on the 11th inst The Em- 
peror will himself proceed to the Ta Kao 
Tien on that day to burn incense. 

(4) A Decree. The Boards of Civil Office 
aud War have memorialised Us, reporting 
their decision as to the penalty to be 
awarded Ch‘ung Li. Ch‘ung Li has properly 
incurred the penalty of dismissal from the 
public service. As an act of special favour 
We mitigate this punishment and direct 
that Ch‘ung Li be degraded three degrees 
of official rank and await employmént 
[suitable for an official of that grade]. 
(Note.—This sentence of course implies the 
resiznation of every post at present held 
by Ch‘ung Li.) Yung Kuei and Wen Haiu, 
Police Provosts of the Gendarmerie, will 
also, by Our favour, have their punish- 
ments reduced, and will be continued in 
their present posts with the loss of three 
degrees of official rank. The punishments 
ot the lower officials concerned will bo 
correspondingly mitigated. 

(5) Ting Pao-chén reports the capture 
and death shortly after from their wounds 
of three notorious brigands who had long 
given trouble in the neighbourhood of 
Jén-shou Hsien, Szechuen. Orders have 
been issued to fix their heads on poles and 


' exhibit them at the various scenes of their 


past crimes. The usual tokens of Imperial . 
compassion are requested for a corporal who 
fell in the action which preceded the cap- 
ture of the brigands; and the Provincial 
Judge, Chang K‘ai-sung, who organised 
the proceedings, is recommended for be- 
stowal of two steps of commutative rank. 


July 9th.—(Court Circular.) Ch‘ung Li 
returned thanks for the sentence passed 
on him yesterday. 


(1) A Decree, expressing His Majesty's 
indignation at hearing that certain articles 
have been stolen from the tomb of an Im- 
perial concubine adjoining the Mausoleum 

_of the Emperor Ch‘ien Lung at the Western 
Tombs. The Governor of Shun-t‘ien and 
the Governor-General of Chihli are di- 
rected speedily to secure the thieves, and 
all the civil and military officers concerned 
are committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung begs that 
no more expectant officials belonging to 
the ‘purchase’ or ‘recommendation’ 
classes may be sent out to him for another 

ear. 

July 10th.—(Court Circular). The Go- 
vernor of Shunt‘ien reports a rainfall of 
over two inches. 

(1) Chang Shu-sheng reports the death 
on June 12th of Wu Yii-lan, Taotai of 
Tientsin. It is requested that Chou Fu, 
the Oustoms Taotai, may temporarily 
discharge the duties of the deceased officer, 
and that His Majesty, in consideration of 
the importance of the post, will be pleased 
to appoint a new incumbent without loss 
of time. O-lé-ching-6, a first Secretary in 
the Board of Works, has been appointed 
to the vacant Taotaiship by Decree earlier 
published. 

July 11th.—(1) The Court of Censors 
forward the appea' of Lu Yiian-hai, a 
native of Hunan, who complains that in the 
spring of 1880 some men residiny at a neigh- 
bouring departmental town broke into his 
cemetery, situate in Yung-ming Hsien, and 
forcibly buried their mother there. Appel- 
lant lodged a complaint at the Magistrate’s 
yamén, but the offenders were not brought 
to trial. In the winter of the same year, 
the same persons headed an attack upon 
the appellant’s family and massacred five 
of his relatives. On this he again laid a 
formal plaint, and the matter was referred 
to the higher provincial authorities, but up 
to the present time the murderers have 
not been brought to justice.—Referred in 
the usual manner by Rescript earlier 
issued. 

(2) The Governor-General of Fukien and 
Chekiang reports that on 3rd May the Dis- 
trict City of Ch‘ang-ting was visited by a 
violent thunderstorm which lasted half 
the night. In the morning an official in- 
spection was held of the damage done, and 
it was ascertained that the city wall, toge- 
ther with the public offices and temples, 
had luckily escaped injury. The houses 
situate at the north and south corners of 
the city had not suffered much, but great 
mischief had been done to the buildings 
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Light silks ......... seesuetsccescee 3,300 sé, 

Large and small kerchiefs ...1,700 ,, | 
, White silk unmanufactured... 500 catties. | 

Silk thread ............csssceecees - 600 : 
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lying between the east and west gates. |- 


Nearly one hundred dwelling houses had 
been demolished, twenty-one of their in- 


b 


mates being crushed to death and fourteen |. 


others injured by the fall. 
assistance was at once afforded by the ma 


Temporary }: 


gistrate to those who stood most in need |. 
of it, and Memorialist has now issued {- 
orders for the distribution of money among }: 
the sufferers —His action is approved of }- 


by Rescript. 


The Superintendent of the Imperial 
manufactory at Suchow reports having |: 
despatched the following order to Peking : |’ 


Satin and gauze for the Board 


of Revenue...........cseseeee +» 1,540 pieces. 


do. do. for the Imperial use 390 


” 


” 
Strings for musical instru- 


ments .......0. dadededesasectecee 10 =, 
Cotton fabrics...... see 3,000 pieces, 





The same officer, in a postscript memo- 


rial, 


complains of the embarrassment |. 


caused in the execution of orders by want |. 


of the necessary funds, and prays that the |. 


Kiangsu government may be directed, as 


was originally proposed by the Board, to }- 


issue a yearly grant of Tls. 31,000 to his 
establishment from the provincial chest.— 
Referred to the Board. 


July 12th.—(1) The Governor of Yiin- |. 


nan requests permission to cashier and 
place on their trial seven expectant officials 
guilty of embezzlement whilst in charge of 
offices for the collection of subscriptions,— 
Granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Tartar General of Foochow 
who is also in charge of the Fukien Customs, 


memorialises the Throne on the subject of |: 


the abuses which are, according to the 
Censor Teng Ch‘eng-hsiu, practised by 


Customs officials in all parts of the Empire. |: 


[See the Censor’s memorial published in 
the Gazette of March 23rd.] As far as his 


own establishment is concerned, Memo: |: 


rialist states that the assertions of tho 
Censor are entirely: misleading. The most 


scrupulous honesty is insisted upon in the |: 


collection of the duties, and, indeed, the 


procedure throughout is so public that it || 


would be impossible for any employé to 
embezzle any portion of the receipts with- 
out being at ouce discovered by a hundred 
others who would all claim their share, or 
would report the matter to their superiors. 
The smaiiness of the sums remitted to 
Peking on account of the Fukien Native 
Customs is to be explained in a very 
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different way. Itis because foreign steamers 
and foreign sailing vessels are gradually 
monopolising the carrying trade, and the 
duties thus lost to the Native Customs are 
shewn in the returns of the Foreign Cus 
toms. The number of transit passes also 
applied for during late years has been 
much larger than before, and to this cause 
is attributable in some part the falling off 
in the Customs receipts. But this falling 
off Memorialist points out is only consider- 
able when compared with the amount of 
the collection several years back; for the 
total collected by him during the last two 
years was, in each case, larger than that of 
the year immediately proceeding. In a 
word the strongest effort has been and is 
being made to render the Fukien native 
customs a profitable institution for the 
state, and every cash that is collected is 
duly accounted for to the Board. Memo- 
rialist will, however, if possible, take even 
greater precautions to prevent dishonesty 
or fraud of any description being practised 
in this Department.—Rescript: Noted. 

(3) The Government of Fukien request 

. that for the present, there may be no 
modification of the law of summary execu- 
. tion in their province, 

July 13th.—(Court Circular.) The Gov- 
ernor of Shunt‘ien reports a rainfall that 
has completely saturated the ground in the 

. Metropolitan prefecture. 

(1) A Decree, expressing the Imperial 
gratitude at the speedy answer to the 
prayers for rain, there having been a heavy 
fall on the very day on which His Majesty 
proceeded to the ‘I'a Kao Tien for this pur- 
pose. A thanksgiving service is directed 
to be held at the various State temples on 
the 15th inst. 

(2) The report of the Grand Secretaries 
and the Board of Punishments on the cir- 
cumstances attending the arrest of the Can- 

_ ton graduate, and on the charges preferred 
agaiust Ch‘ung-li by the Censor Teng 

- Uh‘eng-hsiu, and Ch‘en Pao-ch‘en, Ex- 
positor of the Hanlin. The facts of the 
arrest are shown to be as follows. A 
Warrant was recently issued for the appre- 
hension of Ku Heiang-chén, a native of 
Kuang-tung, and a party of police pro- 
ceeded to search fur him at the Kuangtung 
Club in the Chinese’ quarter of Peking. 
Arrived there, Ku Ming-yu, the brother 
of Ku Haiang-chén, came out to them, and 
explained that he was a Kuangtung graduate 
aud, having long lived apart from his 
brother, could not aequaint them with his 
whereabouts. He gave them his card, and 
they left satistied with his explanation. 
he circumstauces were in due course re- 
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ported to En-ch‘ang, the Acting Deputy 
Provost, who professed to entertain suspi- 
cious as to the truth of Ku Ming-yu’s 
statements, and a day or two afterwards 
sent the same party of police to apprehend 
him. In complying with these orders there 
is no doubt that unnecessary violence was 
resorted to, for which the slight difficulty 
the police experienced in effecting an en- 
trance into the Club, and the not unnatural 
resistance of their prisoner, cannot be re- 
garded as asufficient excuse. The treatment 
of the graduate in his place of confinement 
was also entirely unjustifiable, though 
Memorialists are glad to be able to report 
that he has completely recovered from its 
effects. The personal charges brought 
against Ch‘ung-li are next entered into. 
The robberies alluded to by Ch‘en Pao- 
ch‘en are shewn never to have taken place, 
though the thieves did succeed in forcing 
an entrance into the grounds surrounding 
the residences of the high officers in ques- 
tion. The charge of having illegally 
exacted fees on taking delivery of a con- 
signment of copper is also entirely with- 
out foundation. The next count in the 
indictment, namely that the General Com- 
mandant persisted in employing a man of 
notoriously bad character, is borne out to 
a certain extent by the facts, as Shao 
Ch‘eng-han, the individual in question, 
has lately been the defendant in an action 
tried before Ch‘ung-li. But the gravest 
charge still remains. It is that Ch‘ung-li 
was imposed upon by the false statements 
of his subordinates in connection with the 
arrest of the graduate, and was rash enough, 
without carefully sifting the evidence, to 
submit an inaccurate and misleading report 
thereon to the Throne. This fault admits 
of no extenuation. Moemorialiats conclude 
by submitting, for his Majesty’s confirma- 
tion, the sentences which should be legally 
pronounced upon Ch‘ung-li and his offend- 
ing subordinates. For these sentences, 
which have all been reduced one degree in 
severity by His Majesty, see Gazette of 
July 8th. 

July 14th.—(1) A Decree, expressing the 
Imperial regret at the death of Shuang-yin, 
Deputy Lieutenant General of the Plain 
Blue (Manchu) Banner, an officer who had 
served with distinction against rebels and 
brigands in Chihli, Shantung, Honan, An- 
hui, and Feng-t‘ien. The usual post- 
humous distinctions are conferred upon 
him. 

(2) Chang Shu-sheng represents that Li 
Hung-chang has handed over to him 45 
memorials on routiue business, duly copied 
and compared with the drafts, but which 
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the Grand Secretary was prevented by the 
death of his mother from sealing and 
despatching. Memorialist has accordingly 
affixed his seal to them and forwarded 
them, having duly apprised the Grand 
Council and the Office of Transmission of 
the fact.—Rescript : Noted. 

July 15th.—({1) The Acting Governor- 
‘General of Chihli prays that no expectants 
of the ‘purchase’ or ‘recommendation’ 
classes may be: sent forward to him for 
another year. The proportion of expectants 
in Chihli to the vacancies they hope sooner 
or later to fill, is as follow :— 

Taotaiships and _ Expectantatwo Expestants 
Prefectures 19..years ago, 41....n0w 57 


Department and yo 219.006 4g) 255 


District Magistracies f 140-- » 


Bab probernteey 

ane \a.. 9p Danae gp | 188 
appointments 

inor appointments 246.. 45 5 806.... 5, 972 


Fo artnet 488-2 a» 19 Usl65s000 4» 1410 

(2) The Governor of Anhui reports that 
Ytian Hsieh-mao, the Acting Magistrate of 
the T‘ai-fu District, committed suicide 
by hanging himself in his Yamén shortly 
after his return from the country, where 
-he had been attending an inquest. There 
would appear to have been no adequate 
motive for the rash act, but Memorialist 
has directed a careful investigation to be 
held into the state of the Magistrate’s 
public acoounts at the time of his death 
and will shortly again address His Majesty 
on the subject.—Rescript : Noted. 

July 16th.—(Abstracts of Memorials.) 
The Governor of Anhui reports that Li 
Hung-chang has arrived at his native place 
in that province, to observe the term of 
mourning for his mother.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

(1) A Decree, in answer to several me- 
morials on the recent settlement of the 
Ch‘ung Li case. Wén Shuo has objected to 
the sentences awarded as being, in every 
case, too severe, and has petitioned that 
His Majesty’s decision on this point may 
be reconsidered. He has also expressed 
his anxiety lest Ku Hsiang-ch‘en may be 
suffered to escape arrest, now that the affair 
has been disposed of ; and he denounces 
Teng Ch‘eng-hsiu for the indecent haste 
with which he sent in his second memorial 
before waiting until the report of the Board 
of Punishments was published. His Ma- 
jesty, in reply, whilst admitting that Teng 
Ch‘en-hsiu was technically in fault, ab- 
solves him from blame in consideration of 
the truth of the statements contained in his 
second memorial. Wen Shuo’s request that 
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an Imperial decision may be reconsidered | 
is characterised as rash and improper, and 
is negatived. The Police authorities are 
directed not to relax their efforts to secure 
the apprehension of Ku MHsiang-ch‘en. 
Referring to another part of the memorial 
by Wen Shuo, submitting that the language 
employed by Oh‘en Pao-ch‘en in two recent 
memorials denouncing, respectively, Ch‘ung 
Li and Chang Shu-sheng, betrayed a spirit 
little becoming an official ; and to a memo- 
rial by Shao Chi-ch‘eng, acousing Wen 
Shuo of preferring’ cruel and malicious 
charges against Jeh Yin-fang, the Decree 
proceeds as follows :—Great freedom of 
speech is allowed at the present time be- 
cause it is hoped that by securing a number 
of opinions on any subject, a broad and 
advantageous decision, free from errors or 
omissions, may be arrived at: and if Our 


‘officers are really able to lay a full and 


truthful statement of their ideas before 
Us, We are sincerely glad to receive their 
advice. Neitherdo We reprimand them if 
perchance from motives of sincere loyalty 
and devotion, they are led into stating 
their case too strongly. On the other 
hand, if they have recourse to a rash war 
of words, arising from feelings of personal 
animosity, and carried, possibly, to such 
lengths that all they aim at is the advance- 
ment of their unworthy partizans, and the 
ruin of those whose policy differs from 
their own, such unprincipled conduct can- 
not escape the penetrating eye of the 
Government. Scrupulous purity of ad- 
ministration is the characteristic of Our 
rule, and such a principle does not admit 
the growth of political schools or céteries. 
In future, let all Our officers whose duty 
it is to speak, do so in a spirit un- 
influenced by any private or unworthy 
consideration ; that they may assist Us in 
Our earnest desire to choose that counsel 
which commends itself to Our impartial 
mind. 

(2) Memorial from Pao T‘ing on the de- 
clin» of learning in the ranks of Manchu 
officials. He remarks that Government 
appointments are theoretically open to 
Manchu or Chinese officials, and in olden 
times the former constantly showed them- 
selves competent to discharge important 
duties to which the latter were unequal. 
Tie case is widely different now. - The 
change is not so much observable in the 
provinces, where all the appointments may 
be filled by Chinese, as at Peking, where 
one half of the higher appointments must 
be held by Manchus. The Chinese officials 
who hold the other half, although they are 
the picked men of the Empire, do not 
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always realise the favourable anticipations 
previously entertained concerning them : 
and of their Manchu colleagues, who are 
selected from a population equal only to 
that of a single prefecture, it is unavoid- 
able that many must incur the reproach 
of being mere stop-gaps. The outlook 
for the future is certainly not encourag- 
ing. Amongst the principal causes of 
the falling off in learning of Manchu 
officials, Memorialist would reckon two,— 
the decadence of the Government Banner 
schools, and the fact that since the intro- 
duction of the purchase system, access to 
the ranks of the public service has been 
rendered much too easy. The first of 
these causes has recently been discussed 
at length, and Memorialist has no new 
remarks to offer on the subject. In dealing 
with the second, he speaks with especial 
reference to the bitkesht or official Manchu 
writers. These obtain their appointments 
by examination, in which they are fre- 
quently personated by a substitute, or by 
purchase. In either case, the amount of 
learning they possess is entirely insigni- 
ficant, and they take no trouble to improve 
themselves. Memorialiat suggests that they 
should be required to study the archives 
of the Department to which they are 
assigned until they are possessed of a 
thorough acquaintance with the practical 
conduct of the current business, and that 
they should be called upon to pass a series 
of strict examinations before they are con- 
firmed in their appointments as regular 
members of the public service.—Referred 
to the Board by Resoript earlier issued. 
July 17th.—(1) A Decree, bestowing the 


name of P‘u Cho (Fae), upon the first- 


born son of Tsai Lan. Tsai Lan is the 
third son of the Prince of Tun. 

(2) Chang Chiieh (553 #%) is appointed 
Prefect of Chin-hua Fu, Chékiang. 

(3) A Decree, in answer to Hsia Chia- 
kao, Vice-President of the Board of Pun- 
ishments and Minister of the Tsung-li 
Yamén, sanctioning the erection at Nan- 
king of a temple in honour of Lin Tsé-hsii, 
- (Commissioner Lin), whose memory still 
lives in the minds of the provincial on 
account of the aid he afforded them in 
times of distress, his removal of abuses in 
connection with the examinations, and his 
active repression of brigandage. 

(4) A Decree. Wén Shao-t‘ang, Sub- 
Reader of the Hanlin, has memorialised, 
requesting the Empress, in consideration 
of the difficulties of the present time, to 
take a more active and careful share in the 
Government. Although the recovery of the 
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Sacred Person of the Empress Tz‘i Hai 
has been announced, the days of her indis- 
position were many and she has not entirely 
regained her strength. She continues to 
consult a physician each day and to take 
medicines, but all the time Her mind ig 
not free, day or night, from the wearying 
cares of State. Last year the Grand 
Council were honoured by a verbal Decree, 
directing them in case of important busi- 
ness not to hesitate to request audience of 
Her Majesty on days other than those set 
apart for such audience. for more than s 
year, owing to Her guidance and authori- 
sation, no detail of business, however 
unimportant, has miscarried. We have 
been just entreating Her to allow her- 
self some relaxation and to attend to 
her health, and were She to resume, as 
formerly, the entire direction of affairs, 
We should feel even more disquiet on Her 
account. Our unavoidable trouble and 
anxiety on this score was known, We 
thought, to all the officials and people of 
Our Empire ; but it seems that Wén Shao- 
t‘ang, although an officer in attendance as 
one of Our personal instructors, was alone 
ignorant of it. His present request is 
without doubt foolish and ill-considered, 
Let kim be made acquainted with the 
reprimand contained in this Decree. 

(5) A Decree, directing Pao Yiin, Li 
Hung-tsao, Hsii T‘ung, and Lin Shu to 
consider with the authorities of the Im- 
perial Academy the best meagures for 
the recasting of the Government Banner 
Schools. 

July 18th.—(1) The Superintendent of 
the Peking Oustoms and Octroi for the 
Eastern division of the city reports that the 
full amount of the regular assessment, Tis. 
10,008, has been this year collected, but 
on the surplus assessment there is a deficit 
of Tls. 15,712. The usual reasons for this 
deficit—the absence of snow, whichdeterred 
the drovers from sending down as many 
pigs and other animals as usual, etc., etc., 
—are assigned in precisely the same 
language as that employed by previous in- 
cumbents of the same office. The late 
Superintendent having died two days be- 
fore the expiration of his term of office, it 
is requested that some mark of Imperial 
compassion may be extended to him 
in respect of the deficit, part of which 
he should properly be called upon to make 
good. 

(2) The same officer reports that six 
Manchus who had acquired house property 
in Peking without reporting the fact to his 
office and paying the usual tax on the pur- 
chase money (3 per cent, nominally), have 
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now been summoned, and mulcted in fines 
amounting, in all, to Tis. 1,353. Sum- 
monses are out against other defaulters, 
who have as yet failed to put in an 
appearance. Half of the fines has been 
distributed, as a reward, among the 
detectives, and half has been placed to the 
credit of the Board of Revenue. 

(3) Ting Pao-chén reports the suicide of 
an expectant Department Magistrate who 
had seen an apparition whilst on a journey. 
The deceased officer, Chi Jung, was tra- 
velling on official business, and on the 20th 
November last put up at an inn at Shuang- 
liu Hsien. After making arrangements for 
continuing his journey early on the follow- 
ing morning, he dismissed his attendant 
and retired to rest. He was found the 
next morning to have hung himself during 
the night by a rope attached to the window 
frame. The entirely absence of any motive 
for the rash act leaves no doubt on the 
mind of the District Magistrate who was 
called in, that the deceased came to his 
death owing to having witnessed some 
ghostly apparition ; and in this opinion 
Memorialist is disposed to coincide. The 
supposition is further confirmed by the 
discovery on the person of the deceased 
officer of a letter, the general purport of 
which was unintelligble, but which con- 
tained an expression to the effect that the 

riod had arrived at which it was fated 

e should die. The fullest inquiry has been 
held into the circumstances, but nothing 
fresh has been brought to light. The rope 
by which the suicide was committed has 
been placed in oflicial custody, to be des- 
troyed as soon as the case is formally 
closed.—Rescript : Let the Board take note. 

July 19th.—(1) Héng Ming (4, H))) is 
appointed Director of the Court of the 
Imperial Stud. 

(2) The high officers appointed to weigh 
the silver in His Majesty’s Bullion Vault 
report a deticit therein of 750 ounces. 
According to the accounts with which 
they were furnished by the Superintend- 
ents of the vault, there would have been 
1,095,900 ounces, disposed, in fixed pro- 
portions, in a number of chests. In some 
chests, however, there was found to be 
more, and in others less silver than was 
entered in the books, and a considerable 
sum was found lying in worn-out bags 
which had been thrown aside. Memo- 
rialists offer no explanation of the disap- 
pearance of the 750 ounces.—For Rescript, 
see Guzctte of 30th June. 

(3) The Superintendent of Customs and 
Octroi for the Western quarter of Peking 
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submits his annual accounts. The regular 
assessment, Tls. 9,982, has been collected, 
but on the surplus assessment, Tls. 7,321, 
there is, as has been the case for many 
years, a deficit, amounting this year to Tls. 
5,947. Memorialist assigns the usual rea- 
sons for his inability to collect more, and 
requests the same indulgence for himself 
as has been shewn to his predecessors. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsu reports a 
case of parricide, the circumstances of 
which are as follows :—Hsii Pao-ju was a 
labouring man, much addicted to drink ; 
and on one occasion having no money with 
which to procure wine, he ordered his son, 
Haii San, to cut down a willow tree in 
front of his house and purchase wine with 
the proceeds of the sale. With these 
orders the son complied, taking the oppor- 
tunity of drinking a portion of the wine as 
he was bringing it home. When the father 
discovered the deficiency in the evening, 
he abused his son, who did not attempt to 
excuse himself. Later on, however, when 
the wine had taken effect upon Hsii Pao-ju, 
he began to revile his son so long and per- 
sistently that Hsii San was provoked into 
answering him. On this his father as- 
saulted him with a three-pronged hoe, re- 
ceiving a slight wound himself during the 
struggle. Exasperated at this, the father 
closed with his son and flung him on to 
the ground. The other, upon whom the 
wine he had surreptitiously’ imbibed was 
also beginning to produce its effect, now 
thoroughly lost his temper and, seizing an 
axe, wounded his father mortally in the 
stomach. On the next day Hsii San, ter- 
rified beyond measure at what he had done, 
invited the assistance of a neighbour to 
bury his father, explaining that the latter 
had fallen down in a drunken fit, wounding 
himself mortally on the head. The neigh- 
bour, however, observing the wound in 
Hsii Pao-ju’s stomach, and also the un- 
usual agitation of Hsii San’s manner, re- 
ported the matter to the authorities, and 
the true facts were brought to light in due 
course. The murderer has been executed 
by the ling ch‘th process, and the instru- 
ment with which he committed the deed 
has been destroyed. 

July 20th.—(1) A Decree, committing 
to the Board of Punishments Ts‘ao Yung- 
jén, a man who recently attempted a 
forcible entrance into the Palace grounds 
through the Ch‘iieh Tso Gate. 

(2) A Decree in answer to Chang Hsii- 
ch‘iai, Deputy Commissioner of the Ottice 
of Transmission, who represents that it is 
the prevailing custom in every province to 
employ illegal forms of torture to criminals. 
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July 22nd.—(1) A Decree, directing 
Yi Lu to take energetic measures for the 
relief of the sufferers from recent heavy 
floods in Anhui. The Governors-General 
and Governors of the different provinces 
are, at the same time, directed to employ 
the traditional methods of expelling the 


flood-fiend We. 


(2) Memorial from Chen Pao-ch‘en, re- 
questing that Pao Fu-k‘ang, Department 
agistrate of the Pescadores, may be 
removed from his post ; Memorialist having 
heard much concerning the tyranny and 
rapacity of his administration, and fearing 
that he may also be guilty of overstating 
the population of those islands, in order 
to appropriate to himself the grain that is 
being sent over for the relief of the in- 
habitants. 

July 23rd.—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung represents that he is in indifferent 
health, and requests a furlongh of twenty 
days.—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) The rest of this day’s issue is occu- 
pied with investigations into the conduct 
of subordinate provincial ofticials. 


July 24th.—(1) Ching Hsin (Bi) is 
transf rred, as Senior Vice-President, to 
the Board of Works. 


Shih Tséng (fjfj}), Senior Vice-Pre- 


sident of the Board of Works, is trans- 
ferred, as Junior Vice-President, to the 
Board of War. 

(2) The Governor Adjoint and the Go- 
vernor of Shun-t‘ien memorialise His 
Majesty on the expediency of providing a 
regular endowment for the charitable 
establishment at Peking known as the 
Kuang-jén Tang. They point out that 
considering the importance of the prefec- 
ture they administer, enclosing as it does 
the Capital of the Empire and _ the 
Imperial Palace, it is essential that its 
population should be as well educated and 
as thriving as it is possible to make them. 
In consequence, however, of the floods and 
droughts of recent years, a great deal of 
distress prevails, the sufferers become de- 
moralised till finally they betake them- 
selves, in desperation, to vicious courses 
for a livelihood, and the poorest part of 
the population, the Mohammedans, are, 
as might be expected, most prone to crime. 
Memorialists, since taking up their appoint- 
ments, have been thoroughly sensible of 
the danger herein involved, and have duly 
appreciated the great aid in the repression 
of crime rendered by the establishment 
above alluded to. The results achieved by it 
could hardly fail to justify the expectations 


3uch practices, the Decree ‘observes, are 
wuly abhorrent, and the high authorities 
of each province are directed to issue per- 
mptory instructions to their subordinates 
io remove the abuses complained of, if 
auch exist. 

‘ (8) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the remittance, by steamer, of Tls. 60,000, 
on account of duty and lekin on salt. 


July 21st.—(Court Ciroular.) Su Lin 


(ea: )) returns thanks for his appoint- 
ment as Grain Commissioner of Hupei. 

(1) A Decree, bestowing the honorary 
rank of Director of a Court, with a button 
of the third degree, upon Lin Hung-nien, 
sometime Governor of Yiinnan, who, since 
his dismissal from the public service, has 
devoted himself, with great assiduity and 
success, to the instruction of ‘scholars at 
his native place in Fukien. 

(2) The Governor of Honan reports that 
he is deapatching to Peking 400 pieces of 
plain and embroidered light silks, and 
1,000 pieces of cotton cloth, being one 
third of this year’s indent.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsu, who, in obedience to an Imperial 
Decree, has held a thorough iuvestigation 
iutu the circumstances under which part 
the Confucian Temple at Suchow was some 
time since destroyed by fire. (See Guzettes 
of 11th and 21st March, and 9th April.) 
It has now been proved to Memorialist’s 
satisfaction that the dvors of the hall des- 
troyed had always been kept carefully 
locked, and were so on the night of the 
fire, the origin of which cannot be attri- 
buted to the fact that the custodians al- 
lowed outsiders to live inside its walls. 
The only explanation that Memorialist 
can offer is that the temple being of 
very old foundation, dating from the Ming 
dynasty, the rafters had become rotten 
owing to the inroads of insects, and that 
the constant combined action of heat and 
damp had caused spontaneous ignition. 
This hypothesis, he remarks, has often to 
be resorted to explain the origin of the 
constant fires in his province. He feels it, 
at the same time, his duty to dismiss and 
punish with the cangue four of the custo- 
dians, who should have maintained a nore 
careful wateh.; and he recommends that 
the two District Magistrates officially con- 
nected with the temple, and three other 
civil and military officers, be committed 
to the Board for the determination of 
a penalty. The repairs will with His 
Majesty’s permission be duly commenced 
next spring.—Granted by Rescript. 
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of its promoters, for the destitute children 
relieved by it had not yet lost the natural 
inclination to good inherited by them as a 
birthright ; others, who were on the brink 
of wrong-doing, were rescued and reformed 
in time ; and there is no doubt that many 
of those who had taken the downward 
step were enabled, by the timely aid 
afforded, to save themselves before they 
had proceeded too far. With these results 
before their eyes, Memorialists felt no hesi- 
tation in opening branch establishments of 
the Kuang-jen T ‘ang, conducted on the same 
principles, at Hai-hung Mén in the juris- 
diction of Wan-p‘ing Hsien, at Ch‘ang-ying 
Ts‘un and P‘u-chi Oha near T‘ungchow, at 
Pei-wu Ts‘un in the San-ho District, and 
at Hsiang-ch‘un Ying in Hsiang-ho Hsien. 
-At all these places free schools are now 
established, where the scholars are taught 
by rote the text of the classics and various 
other standard works, that on their return 
home their friends and neighbours may be 
duly edified by heariny them constantly 
repeat the moral maxims therein con- 
tained. In another department children 
are taught the elements of various handi, 
crafts, and women are instructed in the 
art of weaving, under the superintendence, 
in every case, of the most competent 
teachers procurable. There is also attached 
to each establishment an office from which 
sums of money are advanced to poor and 
struggling tradesmen, who repay the loan 
in small instalments and without interest. 
The good that is thus effected is great, and 
widely recognised by the provincials in 
whose vicinity a branch of the establish- 
ment exists: but when the multifarious 
duties undertaken by its directors are 
taken into consideration, it is not surprising 
that it should stand urgently in need of a 
fixed income to defray its daily expenses. 
To provide such an income, Memorialists 
pray that the whole of the duties on grain 
and sea-going junks at present collected at 
Lu T‘ai in Ning-ho Hsien, may be in 
future handed over to the Oommittee of 
‘the Kuang-jén T‘ang, and, in submitt- 
ing this request, they explain at some 
length the way in which the revenue of 
Ning-ho Haien will be affected by the new 
arrangement, and the course that should 
be followed by the Committee should the 
income now be found to exceed the expendi- 
ture incurred by the Institution.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

(3) The Military Lieutenant- Governor 
of Ch‘ah‘arh requests permission for the 
Mongols in his jurisdiction to set to work 
upon certain deposits of soda that have 
recently been discovered at Sai-k‘an-no-erh, 
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some two hundred Ui north of the pastur; 
age grounds belonging to the Plain Whi 
Banner. The necessary arrangements 4 
be made for collecting lekin on the s0 
when in transit.—Referred to the Bua 
of Revenue by Resoript. 

July 26th.—{1) A Decree, depriving « 
his official status and handing over to th: 
Buard of War an expectant Major in the 
Chinese army, who is proved to have bee: 
conducting a series of fraudulent transac. : 
tions in grain at Kuei-hua Ch‘eng 
Shansi, and to have injured the busines: 
of the merchants of that place by bringin: , 
false accusations against them, in which h:- 
was supported by the connivance of th: 
Yamén underlings. : 

July 26th.—(1) Ch‘en Pao-ch‘en is ap-: 
pointed Senior Examiner for Kiangsi. 

(2) A Deoree, directing the respective | 
Treasurers of Kuangtung, Kuangsi, Kiang. : 
su, and Chihli, to hold themselves respon. 
sible for the safe transit and delivery at 
Peking of the periodical remittances of 
copper from Yitnnan. 

(3) The Tartar General of Foochow, who 
is in charge of the Fukien Customs, reports 
the remittance to Peking, in bills, of 
Tis. 50,000, representing one half of the 
amount this year due from his establish- 
ment to the Office of the Imperial House 
hold. The other half was despatched some 
time since. 

(4) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Suchow reports the remit- 
tance to Peking of the following order :— 


Piece. 

Embroidered Satins for His Majesty’s ax 

USO seocesscereeeeoeee derececscecccce steeces ly 
Satins embroidered with the double 

GLAQON .....cscrccerceccerscrcescevcerssene 200 





Plain silks for dresses .........see.c008 weer 10) 
Twilled silks ........cccecscscssssvcevees soos 100 
Braided silks .....cscsscsscscscsscecescceeece . 100 
Thick silks ..... aeastaensecsaessaeduaeseeceecs . 4 


(5) The Governor of Hupei reports har- 
ing remitted to the Office of the Imperial 
Household Tls. 10,000, on account of Leki 
on salt, together with Tis. 330 as scale aud 
porterage allowances. 

July 27th.—(1) A Decree, in answer to 
the Governors of Anhui and Chékiany, 
who have reported sudden and extensive 
inundations in their respective provinces, 
accompanied, in the case of Anhui, by the 
appearance of the chiao or flood-fiend. 
Both Governors are directed to spare no 
exertion and no expense in relieving tha 
sufferers, and to shew the money spent for 
this purpose in their regular returns of. 
expenditure. His Majesty then proceod. 
to say that sudden and heavy floods in 
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these two provinces at the same time has 
been a rare occurrence of late years, and 
lve regards with much anxiety the warning. 
thus sent by heaven. Himself and his 
Ministers should alike take such warnings 
to heart, and, on the occurrence of such 
visitations, should diligently examine their 
past conduct, to avert the disastrous con- 
sequences aud shew their eager regard for 
the wolfare of the people. 
(2) The Governor of Ohékiang reports 
+ the remittance to the Board of Revenue of 
Ts, 50,000 (second instalment) on account 
- of land tax. 
(3) The Military Lieutenant Governor 
of Ch‘ah‘arh represents that, in spite of 
the comparatively recent appointment of a 


commission to survey the Imperial Pastur-- 


' age grounds and accurately determine the 
boundary which should separate them from 
- the cultivated ground lying outside,—in 
- making which survey the commission spent 
: More than a year,—great misunderstand- 
: ing still prevails on this subject, and 
‘ squatters have taken advantage of the 
general uncertainty to encroach, as before, 
‘on the pasturages. The explanation is 
that the officer appvinted by the Govern- 
ment of Chihli as head of the commission 

did not thoroughly perform his work, and 
- the results of his negligence are now very 

embarrassing to Memorialist, who hears of 

illegal cultivation proceeding on all sides, 
and is powerless to put a atop to it owing 

- to the absence of a well-marked boundary 
line and to the fact that the squatters are 

- all Chinese, and, as such, not directly amen- 
able to his control. He therefore prays 
that a fresh commission may be appointed 
conjointly by himself, the Governor-Gen- 
eral of Chihli, and the Governor of Shansi, to 

- lay down the limits of the grounds in ques- 
. tion, and mark the same by digging a deep 
. ditch at those points where there is any 
. danger of mistake.—Granted by Rescript. 
July 28th.—(1) P‘u-lien, Jung-yii, and 

. Kuei-ang, request that a penalty may be 
' inflicted upon themselves and their sub- 
ordinates, for having failed to prevent the 

- theft of various silver-gilt utensils and 
other ornaments from the tomb of an 

Imperial concubine at the Hsi Ling.—For 
- Rescript see Gazette of 9th July. 

(2) The Governor of Kuangtung reports 
- having despatched to Peking Tls. 40,600 
in silver, and Tis, 61,830 in bills, on 
- account of salt tax. 

July 26th.—(1) A Decree, directing an 
inventory to be taken of the personal 
' property of two deceased Hupei officials, 

whose accounts with the Government shew 
: a deficit, in all, of Tls, 13,300. 
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(2) Chi Ch‘ang (FR ES) is appointed 
Prefect of Chang-chou Fu in Fukien. 


(3) Chang Shu-shéng, Acting Governor- 
Goneral of Chihli, reports that Sun Shih- 
ta‘ai, a criminal lying in the gaol at Feny- 
jun Hsien on a charge of having murdered 
his father and brother, hag found means to 
make away with himself. The prisoner 
in question, after committing the double 
murder, was allowed to go unpunished by 
the District Magistrate, who hushed up 
the case, fearing the consequences to 
himself were such a serious crime to 
be made known. The facts were even- 
tually brought to light, (see Gazettes for 
28th May and .16th June), but the 
body of the prisoner’s father was in too 
advanced a stage of decomposition to 
enable the corner to determine whether. 
his death was due to violence or, as was 
alleged for the defence, to subsequent ill- 
ness. The prisoner was according remanded 
until further evidence could be produced, 
and the fact that he has been able to com- 
mit suicide in prison reflects the greatest 
discredit upon the warders and other 
officials connected with the gaol. It is 
requested that the District Magistrate, 
together with the gaol warden, may be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of the usual penalty.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) Selengéh, Imperial Desident in Tibet, 
reports the conclusion of the usual spring 
review of the Chinese and native troops. 
The review passed off satisfactorily, the 
men displaying great proficiency in volley 
firing and archery drill, and acquitting 
themselves well in the various manosuvres 
they were required to go through. The 
usual rewards were bestuwed upon the 
more deserving, and punishments were in‘ 
flicted upon others whose performances 
were judged unsatisfactory. — Rescript : 
Noted. 


July 30th.—(1) A Decree, cashiering 
Yii Ch‘ien, a second Secretary in the Board 
of Rites, for insubordination. ‘Lhe official 
in question persistently refused to take 
delivery of some fish sent from Moukden 
to be used for sacrificial purposes at the 
Tung Ling, pleading an error in the date 
of the document which accompanied the 
package. 

(2) Chang Shu-shéng reports that he 
has in hand, awaiting transit to Peking, 
Tls. 96,487, the total amount collected by 
the ‘Lientsin Customs during the past year ; 
being Tis. 3,101 in excess of the statutory 
assessment, 


100 


(3) The same officer requests the usual 
rewards for 735 virtuous females who have 
during the past year merited this honour 
by their heroism in mutilating their arms 
or livers for the benefit of sick parents, 
their constancy to deceased husbands, or 
their willing recourse to suicide when their 
chastity was threatened. — Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) Memorial from the same officer, re- 
presenting that junks carrying tribute rice 
to Tientsin from Kianysu and Chekiang 
are allowed to import goods, to the extent 
of one-fifth of their cargo space, free of 
duty. From 22nd April to 2nd June 
the amount of duty thus remitted was 
Tls. 31,788 ; which sum has been set down 
in Memorialist’s foregoing statement as 
money actually collected. 


July 3!st.—Chang Shu-shéng, the Gov- 


ernor, and Governor Adjoint of Shun-t’ien, 
report the result of their joint inquiry 
into the alleged illegal cultivation of land 
about the Ming Tombs. In consequence 
of repeated complaints made to the Throne 
by Ch‘enyg Tuan, the representative of the 
Ming sovereigns, the Board of Revenue 
were directed to report on the subject, and 
they recommended that, as, in the case of 
the cemetery of an official of the first rank, 
cultivationis not allowed to approach nearer 
than 90 paces, the limit in the case of the 
Ming Tombs should be fixed at 100 paces ; 
and that all the Chinese cultivating land 
within this limit should be summarily 
evicted. The local officials, however, who 
were ordered to give effect to this decision 
of the Board, immediately represented 
that, if the 100 paces were to be reckoned 
from the outside wall of each tomb, some 
2,700 or 2,800 mow of valuable orchard 
land would have to be surrendered, and 
some 1,000 families would be thrown out 
of employment. Nearly all the cultivators 
of this land held title deeds from former 
Emperors of the present dynasty, and had 
fur a long time been most unfairly dealt 
with by Ch‘eng Tuan, who had extorted 
regular charges from them for many years, 
and had now denounced them to the 
Throne as having encrvached upon land 
to which they had no title. A subsequent 
inquiry held by Memorialists shewed that 
these charges against Ch‘eng Tuan were 
substantially true, and, further, that in 
many cases-he had actually permitted 
cultivation within the walls of some of the 
tombs, receiving the usual deposit money 
and regular rent in consideration of the 
concession. Memorialists now propose to 
arrange the matter on the following basis: 
—A zone of thirty feet in width will be 
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cleared round each tomb wall, within 
which no cultivation will in future be al- 
lowed. Holders by legal title within this 
zone will be compensated. The cultivation 
of lands inside the tombs, connived at by 
Ch‘eng Tuan, will be at once suspended, 
and the grounds in the vicinity will be 
officially inspected from time to time, in 
order to the prevention of further trespass 
or illegal cultivation.—The above proposals 
are referred, by Rescript, to the Board of 
Revenue.—In a postscript Memorial, the 
same officers submit a list of the exactions 
proved to have been practised by Ch ‘eng 


| Tuan towards the tenants of lands adjoin- 


iny.the Tombs, and request that in future 
he may not be allowed to make similar 
requisitions or to interfere in the secular 
arranyements of the Lombs.—Rescript : 
Perused. 

August Ist.—(1) A Decree, cashiering or 
degrading a number of minor officials in 
Honan for avarice, incompetence, and sloth. 

(2) The Grand Secretary ‘Pao, and the 
authorities of the Imperial Academy, peti- 
tion His Majesty to appoint a commission of 
high officers to decide upon the best means 
of re-establishing the Banner Schools, 
which have decayed for lack of funds. 
There is nothing in the Memorial beyond 
what has already appeared in the answer- 
ing Decree of 17th July. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of Kuei- 
chuw, requesting leave to call upon an 
acting Sub-prefect to resign, on account of 
advancing age and partial blindness.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

August 2nd.—{1) A Decree in answer to 
a series of Memorials by Chang Chih-tung, 
Governor of Shansi, who has submitted to 
His Majesty certain measures of reform he 
wishes to introduce in that province. ‘The 
Decree commences with a warm commenda- 
tion of the personal uprightness of the 
Governor, which has already enabled him 
in his short term of office to achieve great 
results ; and the proposals are then stated 
and sanctioned sertatim. The first provides 
that the cultivation of the waste land, in 
which Shansi abounds, shall be at once 
taken in hand, and no taxes be demanded 
from the settlers during the first three years 
of their tenancy. The usual taxes will atill 
be required from the holders of such of the 
land as has been already brought under 
cultivation. The next is a measure for the 
relief of farmers, who are at present payiny 
a land tax disproportionate to the amount 
of laud occupied by them. The third 
assigns a definite limit to the requisitions 
for labour and transport, which officials 
travelling on the five great roads of Shansi 


: 
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are at present allowed to make.- With 


: reference to opium, His Majesty alludes to 


the frequent and severe prohibitions that 
he has issued against its cultivation to the 


, detriment of useful crops, and directs the 


Governor, in the interests of the public 
morality, to be continually on the watch 


. to detect and punish all who are found 


. Offending in this respect. 


— 


The subject of 
official corruption is next adverted to. 


: Bribes, it appears, are largely accepted by 


_ ‘charges. ’ 


the provincial officials under the name of 
Such * charges’ are now once 
and for all to. be discontinued, and the 


. legal fees paid at present by the provincials 


: are to be greatly reduced. 
. Chih-tung has brought to light numerous 


Lastly, Chang 


instances of oppression and rapacity on the 
part of Pao Héng, ex-Treasurer of Shansi, 
ably seconded by Wang Ting-an, ‘Taotap of 


. the circuit embracing the capital, an expect- 


ant Department Magistrate named Ch‘én 
Pén, and An Yi, an expectant Prefect. 
Pao Héng, (who was last year dismissed the 
service for having, whilst Acting Governor 
of Shansi, married his son to a daughter 
of Ch‘ang Hsii, Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, upon a day set apart 


‘for Court mourning), is now, together with 


Wang Ting-an, sent to expiate his offences 
by labour on the military post-roads. 
Ch‘én Pén is cashiered and directed to 
return to his native place, and Au Yi is 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty. 

(2) The Governor of Kueichow requests 
permission to cashier and place upon his 
trial Chia Fang, Magistrate of the Oh‘ing- 
hai District, for having caused the death 
by illegal torture of Wu Man, the planner 
of a recent theft from the Magistracy.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

August 3rd.—{1) A Decree, in answer 
to a request from the Board of Revenue, 
appointing Ch‘ung Ch‘i aud Pao Sén to 
inspect and take over the grain from the 
Government farms in Féng-t‘ien, Oh‘ung 
Ch‘i’s name and title were omitted in the 
list made out by the Board. For this 
Piece of ‘gross carelessness,’ the heads 
of the department and the subordinates 
charged with the work are handed over 
to the Board for determination of their 
respective penalties. 

(2) A Decree. Chang Shu-shéng and 
his colleagues haviag reported that there 
has been no unlicensed cultivation on the 
part of the people resident near the Ming 
Tombs at Chang-p‘ing Chou, and that it 
was hardly possible to forbid all culti- 
vation there; that, further, the literati 
and people charged Ch‘éng ‘Tuan with ex- 
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torting money from. the ‘cult ) 
ordered the Board of Revenue ‘to consider 
and report on this matter. Their reply 
states that, as Chang Shu-shéng reports 
that the occupiers all hold leases, that 
theirlands are assessed for purposes of taxa- 
tion, and that they have not been guilty 
of illegal cultivation, concealment or pre- 
varication, certain reforms should be au- 
thorised. Let Chang Shu-shéng and the 
Prefect of Shun-t‘ien Fu depute the Intend- 
ant of the Pa-ch’éng circuit to define the 
limits of the Tombs in accordauce with 
the regulations suggested by the Board. 
Within these limits no cultivation is to be 
permitted, the present settlers being re- 
moved. In case of further trespass, the 
Magistrate will be denounced and punished 
severely. In a supplement, Ch‘éng Tuan 
is reported to have repeatedly demanded 
payment of illegal rent from the people of 
the department, to have been guilty of 
gross extortion towards them; to have 
himself dismissed and appointed guardians 
of the Tombs, aud to have assumed posses- 
sion of land and drawn rent from it, while 
he falsely reported to Us that other people 
were encroaching on the Tombs for agri- 
cultural purposes. For such improper con- 
duct, it is prayed his punishment may be 
considered. —Let Ch‘éng Tuan be handed 
over to the Board for adjudication of a 
penalty. For the rest, be it as is proposed. 

(3) Wén Shuo (a Reader of the Grand 
Secretariat) submits his views on the case 
of Oh‘ung Li. The Memorialist begins by 
uoting a long decree of the Emperor 

ung Chéng’s (1723-36 A.D.) enjoining im- 
partiality in the decision of cases, and 
warning the High Officials against inflicting 
unjustly severe punishments from a desire 
to meet the Sovereign’s supposed wishes, 
or, because a case has been returned to 
them for a new trial, from fear of invalidat- 
ing a former rescript, thinking it their 
bounden duty to bring the crime home tothe 
accused. He then proceeds as follows :— 
‘‘The case in which the Office of Gendar- 
merie was denounced for the wrongful 
seizure of an innocent man, and for beat- 
ing and insulting a member of the lettered 
class was investigated by the Grand 
Secretariat and the Board of Punishments 
and their finding submitted to the Throne ; 
aud on 27th June, the Imperial Decree 
was received. The Memorialist has, during 
the past month, perused the original 
memorial of the Grand Secretariat and 
selected for examination the original de- 
nunciations of the supervising Censor 
‘Féng Ch‘éng-hsiu and the rest. Their 
narrow views are indeed open tv criticism ; 


‘cultivators; We. - 
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_ “and,. ag ‘this is & matter concerning the 
‘Law, the’ Principies of Government and of 
official behaviour, and the Constitution, 
the Memorialist dare not, merely because 
a Rescript has been received, keep 
silence. In view of the complications 
attendant on the quesion, he has carefully 
arranged his remarks under four heads, 
which he begs to submit to his Majesty’s 
judgment :” 

1.—By the constitution of the Govern- 
ment, in most of the civilian bureaux of 
the Capital, Manehu and Chinese officials 
are equally present. The military offices, 
the banners or battalions, are similarly 
constituted, the subsidiary and substantive 
officers mutually controlling each other’s 
action, Though there are distinctions of 
official routine among the high officials, 
besides the different degrees of respect due 
to steps and grades, the duties and respon- 
‘sibility, the rewards for merit and penalties 
for error, are identical for all. The Me- 
morialist then quotes the verdict of the 
Grand Secretariat that, for shirking his 
duty, trying to avoid the consequences of 
his errors and concealing the truth, Ch‘ung 
Li should be handed over to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty, while Jung 
Kuei and Wen Haiu who, jointly with him, 
memorialise the Throne, are to have the 
penalties they have incurred separately con- 
sidered. The Memorialist humbly submits 
that the whole fault of the heads of the Office 
of Gendarmerie lies in the fact that they did 
not restrain their. subordinates from an 
unlawful act, and failed after its occur- 
rence, to learn the truth. As to Ch‘ung 
Li’s report in answer to His Majesty’s 
Reacript, it may be described as careless, 
but hardly, with propriety, as ‘trying to 
evade the consequences of his error and 
concealing the truth.’ The special duty 
of the Office of Gendarmerie is the capture 
of wrongdoers ; cases it merely attends to 
as a minor part of its office, and then, only 
ordinary matters ; all such as involve the 
cangue, the bamboo, or more grave pun- 
ishment, it should not consider. Hitherto 
there have been no officers for torture 
or corpse-inspectors attached to it. As 
to the marks,of blows on Ku Ming-yu, 
there is no means of deciding whether 
they are due to a fall or to a beating. 
In Ch’ung Li’s original report both ver- 
sions of the story are given, and a 
full investigation is prayed for. This can 
hardly be styled “evading the con- 
sequences of his error” or ‘‘ concealing the 
truth.” It was, however, ‘ carelessness,’ 
to depute (on the strength of a repre- 
sentation from a military officer), a subor- 
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dinate to obtain the depositions, as if it 
were an ordinary case, instead of person- 
ally examining the parties. Jung Kuei, 
though only an acting official and lately 
appointed, does not incur punishmené for 
remissness in an ordinary affair of the 
capture of an offender. The three men— 
Chung Li, Jung Kuei, Wén Hsin—were all 
equally concerned in this matter; there 
could be, in the first instance, no distinction 
of degrees of guilt, As to the count that 
Ch’ung Li failed to find out Shao Ch’éng- 
han’s malpractices ; if the charge of extor- 
tion for which Shao Ch’éng-han was de- 
nounced were true, not only Ch’ung Li 
but also Shao Héng-yii (Vice-President 
of the Board of Revenue in charge of 
the Mint), and the Manchu Super- 
visors of the Board of Revenue Mint, 
woyld all deserve punishment for remiss- 
ness in watchfulness. As the charge has 
now been disproved, and there is no punish- 
ment for the others, why should there be 
for Ch‘ung Li? Now, as Ch‘ung Li, Jung 
Kuei and Wen Hain are equally to blame, 
if, in the consideration of their punish- 
ment, Ch‘ung Li is treated more severely 
than the others, it is to be apprehended 
that, hereafter, acting-officials will more 
than ever be inclined to make their short 
tenure of office an excuse for refusing to 
act ; assistant officers will simply preserve 
an inactive and yielding demeanour, while 
the officer holding a. substantive post, 
whose abilities are not. of the first order, 
will be led, by his fear of mismanaging his 
work, to let any busybody fond of inter- 
ference gradually arrogate his functions. 
The Memorialist accordingly prays for a 
Rescript ordering the Board to assimilate 
the sentences on three officers, ‘in the 
interest of justice and to guard against the 
introduction of abuses.’ Both parties in 
the Shao Ch‘éng-han case have done wrong 
and each deserves his proper punishment. 
The case concerns public morality and 
official conduct ; the truth should, there- 
fore, be investigated by the Board, and the 
guilty punished. Yet, in allowing a com- 
promise as in an ordinary case, Ch‘ung Li 
certainly was in error. The Memorialiat 
is humbly of opinion that this case should 
be treated separately, and prays for an 
order to the Board to ascertain the names 
and ranks of the heads of the Office of 
Gendarmerie who were in office at the 
time, and adjudicate their punishment. 
The Memorialist then criticises the pen- 
alty—two degrees more severe then that of 
constables who unlawfully torture an or- 
dinary individual—to be inflicted on Ho 
Ch‘ing (who was in command of the party 
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who committed the assault on Ku Ming-yu), 
as too severe. Though Ku Ming-yu is a gra- 
duate, Ho Ch‘ing, as being an independent 
Bannerman, is his equal in position. If 
he is to be punished more severely than an 
ordinary constable, supposing a (Chinese) 
military constable, a runner, a policeman 
or the like, commit a similar offence against 
an Imperial clansman or a gioro who has 
really given no cause for disturbance, what 
punishment should be inflicted? But the 
principles of the statutes are subtle, severe 
and deep, the distinctions between light 
and heavy sentences are minute, and the 
Memorialist not having been entrusted 
with a judicial post, is not well versed in 
the statute-book. Whether or no his 
sentence should be the same as that for 
unlawful torture of an ordinary individual 
by constables, and his three assistartts’ 
sentences be mitigated accordingly, he 
requests the original Oommission may 
be ordered to consider. He is of opinion 
that the seven men who took no part 
in the assault should be released, as 
they merely obeyed orders, and could not 
be expected to restrain their suporior 
officers. The police are inefficient enough 
already and‘ unjust penalties for overzeal 
will give them a pretext for neglecting their 
duties, and will lead to want of discipline 
—a serious cousideration. 
2.—En Ch’ang, Deputy Police Provost, 
is stated in the verdict of the Secre- 
tariat and the Board to have sent to sum- 
mon Ku Ming-yu, though well aware that 
he ought not to,be summoned—wherein he 
misconducted himself. The Memorialist has 
to point out that Ku Hsiany-chén, alias Ku 
Ming-én, nicknamed ‘Little Strateyist,” 
was an important criminal whose arrest 
had been ordered : that, Ku Miny-yu being 
his full elder brother, when there was no 
’ clue to Ku Heiang-ch‘én’s whereabouts, it 
was quite proper to examine his brother as 
to his movements and demand that he 
should produce him, and thus there was 
nothing wrong in summoning Ku Ming-yu. 
But En Ch’ang, in sending for Ku Ming- 


yu after he had learnt from his own ‘ 


declaration that he was a graduate, 
instead of referring to his superiors, did 
wrong. His not inquiring into the cause 
of the bruises he saw on Ku Ming-yu’s 
face, when he appeared, and severely 
Punishing the lawbreaking soldiers ; his 
assisting in making a misleading report 
when entrusted with the enquiry, were 
grave misdemeanors and indeed invited 
severe punishment. The flight and con- 
cealment of Ku Haiang-ch‘én, an import- 
ant ctiminal who should not be let slip, 
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have been greatly facilitated by tho affair 
of the assault on his brother. - If he 
ultimately escape capture, the Law will be 
more than ever degraded, a still graver 
injury to the constitution [than the assault 
on a graduate.] The Memorialist suggests 
that the City authorities, the Kwangtung 
authorities (that being the criminal’s 
native province), and the authorities at 
all points whither steamers ply, be ordered 
to effect his capture, when he will be 
sent to the Board for severe trial and 
sentence, that the law may be vindi- 
cated. The Board of Ocoremonies and the 
Censorate, also, he prays, should be 
ordered to summon Ku Ming-yu and charge 
him to search for and hand over to justice 
his brother. But, if the criminal be not 
caught after a long time, not only the 
detective officials should suffer extra pun- 
ishment but Ku Ming-yu also, should be 
punished, and not allowed to withdraw 
from the case. The Memorialist proceeds 
next to justify this punishment by “a 
consideration of the circumstances.” Ku 
Ming-yu’s statement at the Buard that he 
had for many years lived away from his 
brother, aud could not at the moment find 
him, is likely enough to be true; it must 
not be asserted to be entirely false and 
evasive. It would be still more natural, 
too, fur him to make his living apart for so 
long (as he knew well enough his brother 
had committed a crime), a means of evad- 
ing inquiry, and getting himself free from 
the case. How can one know Ku Ming- 
yu was not guilty of this? Asit is natural, 
the case must be decided in accordance 
with justice. Now Ku Ming-yu as his 
brother's elder was bound to keep him in 
order. Their living apart for ‘ many” 
years makes no difference in their relation- 
ship. For instance, suppose Ku Hsiang- 
ch‘én killed Ku Ming-yu, would he be 
considered a common murderer, because 
of their having lived apart ‘ many ” years, 
or would he have to pay the forfeit of his 
life for violating the life of his elder and 
relative? Or again, suppose they were 
living in two different places, and some 
miscreants killed one or two of each 
household at the same time, would 
their punishment be more lenient be- 
cause the victims had been living apart ? 
or would they be sentenced to the legal 
punishment for killing two or three persons 
of one family? On the analogy of these 
cases, Ku‘Ming-yu should not be unaffected 
by his brother’s crime. It may be said 
‘*near relations are legally allowed to take 
each others’ part ; would it not be too much 
to drag them into the case for that?” 
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Whether the law stands thus or not, the 
Memorialist cannot venture to decide ; he 
would only state that, in accordance with 
equity, the circumstances of each case must 
be taken into consideration, and the rela- 
tionship existing between the parties. He 
then proceeds to argue that, though it is 
allowable for a junior to hide his senior’s 
wrongdoing, the converse can hardly hold, 
for, though it might be very natural to let 
a senior neglect the control of his junior 
and hide him after he had done wrong, 
what would then become of the laws? As 
the headborough cannot escape blame if a 
crime is committed iu his district, or the 
neighbours if one family in a tithing are 
robbers, how can it be right for the near 
senior relative of animportant criminal, who 
disobeys orders to produce him, to be per- 
mitted to withdraw himself from the case ? 
And, therefore, the Memorialist asserts 
Ku Ming-yu’s liability to punishment if his 
brother ultimately escape capture. 

3.—The office of a Censor is to listen to 
rumours, and report them to the Throne 
and denounce wrongdoing ; this is his one 
duty. Téng Ch‘ing-hsiu’s original denun- 
ciation of the Office of Geudarmerie for 
wrongfully sending constables who made 
an assault on an official, was perfectly 
proper ; but, when the case was remitted 
by Rescript to the Board of Punishments, 
the proper course was to quietly await the 
Board’s verdict. Even if the reply of the 
office were false and misleading, the 
Board should have been permitted to 
ascertain this and denounce it. And 
then, if the Board’s finding was unjust 
and really partial, the supervising Censor 
would have been justified in denouncing 
the high officials composing it. But 
it was not proper for the original 
denunciator, without waiting until the 
Board closed the case, to follow up 
his first memorial by another interfering 
‘ with the conduct of the case—a course 
forbidden by the Emperor Yung Chéng 
in 1736. The said Censor iu “his two 
subsequent memorials broke the " law. 
Moreover, in referring to the inefficiency 
of the police in his memorial denounc- 
ing the office for a deceitful and false 
reply, and, even worse, in dragging 
in Ch‘ung Li’s corrupt administration of 
the Customs at Canton—misbehaviour of 
@ very old date,—and in dilating on it, the 
Censor was wanting in discrimination, and 
offended against etiquette. The Memoria- 
list then animadverts on the fact that, 
though Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu had been Censor 


many a long day GE— H ), and, belong- 
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ing to Kuangtung, must have been” early } 
acquainted with Ch‘ung Li’s maladministra- 
tion of the Oustoms, he had concealed the 
fact for many years and only revealed it 
in a denunciation of the public act of the 
[whole] Office of Gendarmerie. If this 
case had not occurred, would the Censor 
have kept silence to the end? Of course 
he is actuated by patriotism and his charge 
is true enough, but on this occasion, when 
he should be more than circumspect, he 
goes out of his way to show unfair patronage 
of his fellow provincial aid an eager desire 
to pay off an old grudge by joining in the 
attack. The Memorialist is bound to re- 
quest that, for his breach of law, he be 
hauded over to the Board for judgment. 
Moreover, how did the Censor, who was 
not a member of the Board of Punish- 
ments, nor engaged in investigating the 
action of the Ottice of Gendarmerie, know 
as svon as ever the Rescript was issued, 
the contents of the reply which was not 
published? Did he learn it from enquiry 
in his circuit, Honan, or was he told by 
one of the Buard’s officials? As this affects 
the law, it should not be allowed to be 
lightly passed over; and the Memorialist 
begs that the Censor may be called on 
to state explicitly how he obtained his 
information. Besides the Censor, Ch‘éu 
Pao-ch‘én and Chang P‘ei-luu joined in : 
denouncing Chung Li. Of these Chang 
P‘ei-lun asserts that the attack on Ku 
Ming-yu was due to the cashiered Secretary 
Shih Tai setting the constables on, to 
satisfy a grudge he had against Ku Haiang- 
ch‘én. If this be true, a grave breach of 
the law has been committed; and the 
charge should be immediately substantiated | 
and the offender committed to the Board 
for trial. This memorial is quite in order 
and need not be further considered. Ch‘én 
Pao-ch‘6n’s memorial is unconnected with | 
the case and irrelevant, and a rebuke is 
prayed for. As, however, the explanation : 
of his error would occupy a great space, . 
the Memorialist has treated it in a separate 
memorial. ‘ 
4,—The official and literary classes ap- 
proach the Emperor, and follow the tenets 
of the Sages; they should therefore be 
treated better than ‘‘the barbariaus of 
Ch‘i,” to foster learning and exalt the . 
Empire. Now among the literati and 
officials of the present day, there are 
indeed many who are of unbending 
probity and self-respect ; but there are | 
always some who are low, mean and of the 
baser sort, e.g., Shao Ch‘éng-han and Shih 
Tai, who were metropolitan officials just 
like graduates. Before their depravity 





i 
i 
! 
i 


Auc. 3—4.] 


105 





came to light, who would have thought. 
them anything but officials and scholars ? 
Although this outcry was caused by the 
assault on Ku Ming-yu, and one must not 
accuse ‘ this Graduate’ of purposely screen- 
Ing his brother, and of set design taking 
advantage of his position to get the police 
into trouble, yet the inevitable result of 
his conduct will be to make the one or two 
shameless characters among the officials and 
literalt: purposely use their position as a 
talisman, and their power of protecting bad 
characters as a source of profit, while the 
cunning among the crimiual class are certain 
to scheme to enrol themselves under their 
protection. Thus the abodes of the offi- 
cials and literari will become a harbour of 
refuge for the criminal class. At the pre- 
sent time when applications for the capture 
of absconding clerks, whu have broken the 
law, oome frum every Yamén it cannot be 
, considered certain that these fellows (whose 
skill lay in setting at naught the law and 
serving their own interest, but who were 


of good family and well-connected)—now © 


that they are in straits, and plotting how 
tv escape, will not hit on this means of 
safety, while in time to come, it is pretty 
certain that gamblers and the like will 
buy this protection. Of course the official 
class must not be degraded on account 
of these two or three reprobates; yet 
how cau it be right to trample upon 
the law for the sake of upholding the con- 
stitution ? If immediate steps be not taken 
to rectify this state of matters, it is to be 
feared the abuse will spread till, public 
morality growing daily worse, the offices 
will be without powers, the soldiers will 
_ hot dare to keep order, while the criminal 
classes willrejvice intheirimmunity. What 
a state of things would that be! The 
Memorialist, considering that, while the 
oficial and literary classes are certainly 
above the countryfolk and common people, 
they are also lower than His Majesty’s 
kinsmen, who have always been kept in 
hand by successive Emperors, prays that 
regulations fur proceeding in cases, such as 
this of Ku Hsian.-ch‘én’s, which may here- 
after arise, may be concerted by the Cen- 
sorate, the oftice of Gendarmerie, the Prefect 
of Shun-t‘ien Fu, the Metropolitan Censors 
and the Board of Punishments, or that, in 
‘future when the Board of Revenue, or of 
Punishments, wishes to call up a Banner- 
man, on their communicating with the 
_ proper Banner, a Sergeant may be sent to 
enforce their request ; that, if the person 
wanted be a Chinese official on duty, on 
communicating with the proper Yamén, he 
_ tay be summoned by it. But expectant 
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officials and graduates of various kinds 
belong to no office, and, consequently, the 
administrative bureaux just summon them 
by warrant as if they were ordinary com- 
mon people—which is contrary to law. How 
this is to be arranged, shuuld be included 
in the proposed regulations. The whole 
question should be discussed and the 
decision submitted to the Emperor, so as 
to ensure obedience to the regulations.— 
For Decree see Gazette of 16th July. 
August 4th.—(1) The Governor of Hupei 
reports a serious disturbance at Tzu Pei. 
Yiian in the Chien-li District, to suppress 
which a detachment of troops had to be 
ordered to the spot. It appears that, in 
the locality in question, there is. a long 
embankment raised some fifty years since 
as a protection against floods. ‘The dwellers 
to the north, and those to the svuth of 
this embankment, have constantly been at 
feud, the former asserting their right in 
times of flood to open a sluice in it and let 
off the accumulations. of water on their 
own land, and the latter objecting to the 
inundation of their Jand which such a 
proceeding wouldinvolve. In consequence 
of the frequent collisions between the two 
factions, a commission was appointed six 
years ago to proceed to the spot, and 
superintend the construction of such works 
as would provide an outlet for the surplus 
water, without detriment to the lands lying 
lower down. This project, unfortunately, 
fell through, owing to the inability of the | 
commission to collect the necessary funds 
in the neighbourhood. The local soreness 
on the subject was accordingly suffered tu 
continue, and a long series of disputes has 
now culminated in an armed collision, on 
a considerable scale, between the rival . 
factions, in which many wounds were in- 
flicted and lives lost on both sides. The 
disbanded irregulars in the neighbourhood, 
and other disreputable characters, attached 
themselves to one or other of the sides, 
and took advantage of the disturbance to 
gratify their taste for pluuder, murder, 
rape and arson. ‘Troops were at once des- 
patched to quell the riot, and soon suc- 
ceeded in restoring tranquillity. ‘Three of 
the ringleaders were secured and promptly 
put to death. Arrangements have now 


‘been made for cutting a sluice in the 


embankment, and making use of the bed 
of a small stream to conduct the surplus . 
water into the Hung Lake. Officers have 
been stationed at the spot to see the 
arrangements given effect to, and it is 
hoped that the question of the drainage of 
this part of the country will now be finally and 
satisfactory disposed of.—Rescript : Noted, 
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August 65th.—(Court Circular.) Chih 
Ho and Kuang Shun are directed tu super- 
jutend the manufacture of new caskets and 
chains to replace those lately stulen frum 
the Palace buildings. 

(1) Hsii Kéng-shén is appointed Senior 
Examiner, and ‘Tan Tsun-chiin Junior 
Examiner, at Nanking. Shao Yiieh-lien 
and Li Shih-pin are appointed Seni:r 
and Junioe Examiuers, respectively, for 
Shéusi. 

(2) Memorial from Wén Shuo on the 
memorial from Ch‘én Pao-ch‘én, Ex- 
positur of the Han-lin, denouncing Ch‘ung 
Li. ‘The Memorialist first makes an 
attack on the Censor for delaying his 
denunciation of Chéung Li’s misconduct 
in Kuang-tung till the present case 
came up; and accuses him of collusion 
with Tény Ch‘éng-hsiu, both memorials 
evidently ‘harping on the same string.’ 
He next criticises the statements contained 
iu the memorial, which, he says, are vague, 
untruthful, biassed and irrelevant -a 
statement which he quotes extracts to 
prove. Ch‘uny Li is described as an ‘ or- 
dinary ‘minister,” untit for difficult busi- 
ness, but above the average superintendent 
of the Canton Customs in ability, and 
possessed of useful talents. After again 
expressing his inability to understand the 
Ceusor’s motive for being suddenly in 
such a hurry to speak out after his long 
silence, and why an “ ordinary minister’s” 


. immediate dismissal should be so violently 


demanded, the Memorialist shows that 
Ch‘én Pao-ch‘an was guilty of grave faults 
in his denunciation of Chang Shu-shény, 
(see Gazette of 23rd June.) In that memo- 
rial Ch‘én Pao-ch ‘én showed an inordinate 
pride in the position of Expositor of 
the Haulin, to which, says Wén Shuo, 
the Expositor himself, with all his know- 
ledge of tradition and precedent, cannot 
find a parallel. The Memorialist has also 
a side-thrust at Chang Shu-shéng, whom 
he accuses of being actuated by a desire 
for his own ease and profit, and of whom 
he remarks that, thouzh he may be less 
avaricious and more able than the base 
officials whose sole aim is their own com- 
fort, the distinction, as far as love for his 
own advantage is concerned, is ‘a dis- 
tinction without a difference.’ Chang Shu- 
shéng’s presumption in asking for an official 
of the Haulin is only equalled by Ch‘én 
Pao-ch‘én’s forward conduct in inform- 
ing the Emperor of that officer’s excellence, 
‘* as if His Majesty did not know.” The 
case of Ping Wéu, an Imperial clansman 
who was a Censor, and who, for requesting 
that the Heads of the Censorate should be 
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deprived of the examination of their sub- 
ordinates (at the Triennial Scrutiny), was 
banished by Chien-luny to Ili, there to 
expiate his fault in a subordinate capacity, 
is held up as a warning to Ch‘én Pao- 
ch‘én to be more careful. It would 
be unfair to find fault with the Exposi- 
tor for not having heard of this ease; 
but surely he must have heard that the 
mean habit of being entirely devoted to 
one’s vwn clique in the bestowal of praise 
or the denunciation of faults, togethor with 
the fallacies of exalting the civilian at the 
expense of the military officials, and over- 
estimating the honourable position of the 
Hanlin while despising the administrative 
pests as vulyar, which marked the effete 
administration of furmer dynasties, have 
always been detested aud vigorously at- 
tacked by the sovereigns of the reigning 
house, who have repeatedly and sternly 
exposed and forbidden them, Chén Pav- 
ch‘én’s inability to appreciate and silently | 
trke to heart this fact and conform to this ' 
new order of things, is ascribed to the 

self-sufficiency of the graduate mind, and 

the unalterable prejudices of ‘ noted 

scholars,”—prejudices which are ‘ mere . 
relics of a bygoue age” and which shackle . 
a mind naturally upright and intelligent. : 
The memorial conciudes with a request - 
that a reprimand may be given Ch‘én Pav 
ch‘én, ‘‘who has been over-daring of speech | 
ever since he became an Expositor,” whose 

two memorials aunt this case seen 

to Wén Shuo the one mischievous, tle 

other prejudiced, and who, in the ex-. 
uberance of youth, keeps revealing lus 

pride and arrogance. . Any unworthy mo- 

tive in making these remarks is carefully 

disclaimed. (For Decree see Gazette of . 
July 16th.) : 


(3) Li Shén (AE4R), Political Agent ai 
Sining, reports the parentage, names, and | 
ages of three claimants to be the re- | 
embodiment of the Chang-chia ‘Hut‘ukht‘n | 
(Metropolitan of the Lama organization at : 
and near Peking.) - 

August 6th.—(1) A Decree, ordering the 
speedy issue of fuod and money to the ' 
sufferers from recent disastruus inunda- 
tious in the Yii-shan and other Districts iu : 
Kiangsi. { 

(2) Memorial from the Censor Shao Chi: ; 
ch‘eng requesting His Majesty to reprim- 
and Wén Shuo for having thought fit to 
bring frivolous aud ~unsupported charges 
against an official possessing the right of . 


speech (# B)- Memorialist begins by | 
shewing, trom earlier Imperial Decrees, 
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' the sacred character of the trust reposed 


in such officials, who are, as it were, 


the eyes and ears of the Emperor, and 


the importance of checking at the out- 
set the urowth of any practice calcu- 


- lated to render them less outspoken than 


they should be. He then adverts to 
& memorial submitted some time since by 
the Censor Yeh Yin-fang, in which that 


officer very properly brought to His 
| Majesty’s notice the somewhat harsh treat- 
‘ment of the Honan liceutiates, 


Wén 
Shuo, who had not perused but had only 
heard of the memorial in question, at once 
denounced the Censor as having been 
actuated by unworthy motives in framing 


it. Having no evidence to proceed upon, 
he attempted by collecting a mass of irre- 


levant matter and raising a number ‘of 


side issues, to effectually obscure the 
- question in point and_sécure the disyrace 


of his antagonist. His action resembled 
that of a candidate who, ignoring the sub- 
ject of his essay, should encumber it with 
a quantity of inappropriate detail. Memo- 
trialist is strongly convinced that such 
practices, if allowed, will be highly pre- 


' judicial to that freedom of speech by which 


the Government has always set great store, 
aud knowing himself that the representa- 
tions of his colleagues, though possibly at 
times incorrect, proceed at auy rate from 
disintereated motives, he prays His Ma- 
jesty to protect them from accusations at 
once frivolous and unsupported by facts.— 
For Rescript see Gazette of 16th July. 

August 7th.—(1) K‘uei-fu is appointed 
Commandant at Guchen. = 

(2) A Decree, calling upon the families 
of two Hunan officials to make good the 
amounts in Which the latter stood indebted 
to the Government at the time of their 
death. If they fail to do so within three 
months, their property will .be seques- 
trated. ; 

(3) Ho Ju-chang, late Euvoy to J«pan, 
i8 sppointed an Expositor of the Hanlin. 


(4) Jung-shan is appointed Deputy 


Lieutenant General at Ninguta, Kirin, in 
the room of Yé-p'ing-ah, lately degraded 
three steps for withholding pay from his 


troops. Haieh Yii (FAKE) is appointed 
Salt Taotai for Fukien. , ; 
(4) Memorial from Chang Hsii-chieh, 
Deputy Commissioner of the, Ottice of 
Transmission. Memorialist observes that 
the use of certain forms of torture is 
allowed, when milder expedients have 
failed to produce the required result ; 
but torture is not regarded as a regular 
state institution. Although the couutry 
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has for many years been free from re- 
bellion, the provincials still feel the 
effects of the great disturbances, aud 
stand urgently in need of mild and 
considerate treatment to enable them to 
regain their former prosperity. Unfor- 
tunately, one of the resu'ts of the rebellion 
was the bringing into prominence two classes 
of officials, the ‘ purchase’ and the ‘ military 
service’ classes, whose administration has 
as a rule been characterised by rapacity 
and cruelty. The High Authorities have 
grown used to their violence and have 
come to consider military severity ad- 
ministrative ability, and cruelty skilful 
government, and so they indulge in wrong 
doing without fear. Illegal tortures have 
been instituted at all trials, among these 
ara instanced ‘‘flaying” by stripping off 
paper or cloth stuck to the body ; ‘ pull- 
ing out the tendon,” by dragging thorny 
boughs over the back; breaking the ankle- 
boues with hammers; roasting the flesh 
over charcoal ; besides the use of ‘ hero’s 


bench (HF fe BB,” “the hero’s tube 
(HF QD,” ‘the standing canyue (4 


i)” aud ‘ theuprightcage (35 fi), all 


‘ strange devices too numerous to explain.’ 
Their object is to excite terror and inflict 
torture. Such officials are noxious as 
wasps or scorpions, cruel as wolves Un- 
der such tortures the accused will say any- 
thing. - If crime brings down legal punish- 
ment, the law is sufficiently vindicated ; 
what use are laws, if these cruelties are 
resorted to? The Memorialist quotes 
several cases in which miscarriage of justice 
was occasioned by the use of torture, and 
adds that none can know how many were 
done to death, besides those mentioned in 
memorials. Such cruelties are the cause 
of the earthquakes and tornadoes that have 
marked late years. Tue ancient Emperors 
held the end of punishment to be the 
abolition of the penal laws, Yii left his 
chariot to weep over a case of wrong, and 
Pang bade the birdcatcher open one side 
of his net. The philosopner Tséng’s words 
“when you have found out the truth of 
any accusation, be grieved for and pity the 
pevple and do not feel joy at your own 
ability,” evince true mercy. In the days 
of the Han, merciful officials were highly 
esteemed, Chao being styled the father, Yu 
the mother of the people. These officers 
turned the people to virtue, so that no 
oue dared try to mislead them, and thus 
the officials could be loyal, sincere, far- 
seeing and deci-led, and justice was easily 
and quickly administered. If the law be 
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reverenced for impartiality, there will be 
no concealment or exaggeration, Further- 
more, under the sacred sovereigns of this 
dynasty, the severity of the laws has been 
mitigated and frequent pardoysgranted. The 
calamities that have afflicted various pro- 
vices during the last two centuries have 
ever been felt by the Sovereign. How, 
then, can such cruel and tyrannical officials 
as the-e be permitted to prey on the peo- 
ple? The Memorialist is bound to beseech 
His Majesty to instruct the provincial au- 
thorities to give orders that only the legal 
turtures be employed, that trials be con- 
ducted in an unbiassed spirit, aud no care- 
lessness or hurry be permitted. The Me- 
morialist hopes that thus the administra- 
tion of the law will be free at once frum 
leniency and from injustice. The high 
authorities are to be made responsible for 
their inferiors, so as to incite them to be 
careful to select upright men. Then, per- 
haps, the people will be freed from fear, 
the wrath of Heaven will be appeased, 
calamities will abate, rain and sunshine 
come in their season, and the right princi- 
ples of government prevail for ten thou- 
sand times ten thousaud years. (See Ga- 
eette of 20th July). 

(5) Memorial from Chiin Y. Supervising 
Ovnsor of the Shensi circuit denouncing 
the Captain General and Lieut.-Cuolonel 
of the Guards’ Division for issuing pay to 
the soldiers of that force belonging to the 
Plain Red Banner, during his absence, 
and before the time (8 p.m.) when, he had 


been informed the issue would take place.’ 


Their conduct, he says, shows a general 
tendency to subterfuge and presumption, 
and tends to -the depreciation of the 
Censor’s office ; so that hereafter if on the 
occasion of # vacancy or the issue of pay 
the Censor be present, these officers will 
consider him an intruder, while if he do 
not go to the office, he fears it will be held 
neglect of his duty. (See Gazette of 22nd 
July. 

(6) Ch‘én Shih-chien reports the rescue 
at sea of seven Liuchiuans by the 
officer in charge of the steamer Ch‘ao- 
uw. The vessel carried a cargo of drugs 
and sailed from Patung-shan; but was 
dismasted in a gale, and floated about 
till the Chinese steamer chanced to 
fall in with her. ‘The vessel was re- 
paired at the request of the crew, 
and sailed from Wenchow for Liuchiuan 
under an escort.. Another crew of nine 
men from Napa were driven by stress of 
weather to anchor off Hsiang-shan Hsien. 
Their vessel was repaired, their wants 
supplied, aud they sailed under escort for 


Google 


[Auc. 7-9. 


















Foochow, their original destination. A 
third Liuchiuan vessel, carrying eight 
men, was rescued by the Jui-an District 
forces and likewise forwarded to Foochow. 
—Noted. . ‘ 

August 8th.—The Board of Civil Office 
presented the Red Book for autumn. The 
Emperor will receive congratulations on 
his birthday to-morrow at 7.30 a.m. 

(1) A Decree, transferring Kao Ch‘ung- 
chi, expectant Taotai in Anhwui to Shansi, 
to be at the service of Chang Chih-tung. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
from Hsii Tsung-ying, cashiering, retiring, 
degrading or removing from office, various 
ofticials in Hunan on account of bad 
character, age, or inability. 

(3) The Governor-General, Governor and 
Literary Chancellor of Fuhkien in a joint 
memorial, request the bestowal of a button 
on Liu Hung-nien, ex-Governor of Yiin- 
nan. (This memorial has already been 
summarised in a Decree in the Gazette of 
21st July.) 

(4) Ch’ien-hsi and Yung-té request leave 
to interchange the Comptrollers of the 
Bordered Red and Plain Yellow Banners 
at Ch’ah’ar, as at present the more able 
otticer has the less troublesome post.— 
Granted. 

(5) Ni Wén-wei, Governor of Kwangsi, 
reports that the Anamese Envoy crossed 
the frontier at the Chénnan Barrier, on 
5th May, on his return home.—Noted. 

(6) The Tartar-General at Foochow and 
the Governor-General and Governor of 
Fuhkien, in a joint memorial, request 
leave for Chirhhungo, ex-Deputy Lieuten- 
aut Governor of Merguen, who was banish- 
ed to Fuhkien on account of a disturbance 
on the part of his cavalry in 1874, to 
return to his native province (the Amur), 
to tend his sick and aged mother, whose 
svle support he is.—Granted. 

(7) In @ posteript memorial Ts‘én Yii- 
ying, Governor of Fuhkien, proposes send- 
ing three battalions of Chinese Coastyuard 


Volunteers Wi 5) to Taiwan to replace 


the Kueichow Force there, which suffers 
from the climate. —Rescript. Noted: 

(8) Ch‘ung Ch‘i_ reports moving the 
Magistrate of the Kuangning District to 
Hsin-min 7"ing, where there is much judi- 
cial business, —Rescript :—Noted 

August, 9th.—Memorial from Wen Shao- 
t‘ang, Sub-Beader of the Hanlin. The 
Memorialist premises that, under the most 
excellent system. handed down from Em- 
peror to Emperor of this dynasty, of daily 
audience for the diligent exercise of gov- 
ernment, daily interviews with the min- 
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isters, daily devotion to the administra- 
tion, affairs were never concealed, govern- 
ment never slack. The Empress who in 
the first year of T‘ung Chih conducted the 
government is lauded for her ‘‘ restoration 
of the Empire ;” she was enabled to over- 
come vast difficulties by her daily’ giving 
audience to the ministers, and her earnest 
devotion to the government of the Empire. 
The Emperor has been guided by the 
Empress since his accession; and her 
daily-redoubled care, her anxiety and ex- 
ercions are known to all the world. Her 
Majesty’s late illness made it impossible 
for Her to give audience daily -and the 
choice of men and measures was made 
only once in several days. The Min- 
isters thought her Majesty should at- 
tend to Her health, and must not be op- 
pressed the livelong day with the cares of 
state. But the Memorialist would humbly 
express his fear that, in course of time, 
abuses will arise; and important questions 
be neglected till they become too numerous 
to settle properly. Still more is he ap- 
prehensive lest those about Her Majesty, 
‘becoming accustomed to thisstate of things, 
should criticise and speculate on Her 
conduct. This would lead to innumerable 
abuses. Besides, the vigour or laxity of 
the administration is especially a matter 
, of imitation (by the officials of their sover- 
eign). Owing to-the tender age of the 
Emperor, in the consideration of laws and 
statutes, and the reception of the High 
officials of the Court and the Provinces, 
he must be entirely dependent on Her 
Majesty’s instructions at each audience. 
_ The Memorialiat remarks on the excellent 
effect that the Empress devoting herself 
unweariedly to the government, imme- 
diately on her recovery, would have on 
the official body, stimulating their seal 
aud awe, so that each one would er- 
‘deavour to fulfil his duties, and aid in 
Her glorious administration. The Memo- 
tialist is not ignorant that Her Majesty 
has but lately recovered and should not be 
overfatigued ; but he would have her be- 
ware of the ill-timed indolence of former 
dynasties, and, anxious to neglect no one 
of the myriad affairs of state, struygle to 
give Her instructions daily to the Ministers 
of the Council to be diligent in improving 
the government. Then would the Empire 
tise to a higher excellence, and the peuple 
of its remotest borders and the whole wide 
world would be still more filled with ylad- 
meas! (For Decree see Gazette of 17th July.) 

(2) An Appeal case.—The appellant is 
the wife of a native of Yuny-an Hsien in 
Kuangtung. Her brother-in-law, Chang 
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Ta-ho, and her son, Chang Yen-kuang, 
were on bad terms with Chang Ta-k‘un, a 
fellow clansman, on account of a lawsuit. 
In 1879, on the occasion of a visit to the 
ancestral temple, Ohang Ta-k‘un, accom- 
pavied by Chang Hu-lien and others, 
murdered Chany Ta-ho and Chang Yen- 
kuang, and burned the corpses, so as to 
leave no trace of their crime. Chang Ta- 
k‘un was arrested, but by bribery. induced 
the officer in charge of the Law Court 
to send up a false report, naming Chang 
A-li and others as the principals, while 
Ohang Ta-k‘un and the other prime movers 
in the murder, were released. Referred 
in the usual way. 

(8) An Appeal case—Huang Ch‘un-lin, a 
native of Ssii-ch‘uan, bought some land of 
T‘ang Wan-fu. As he refused to give T‘ang 
Lung-hsi, nicknamed Third Prince of T‘ang, 
a ‘‘ squeeze” on the sale, T‘ang Lung-hai 
owed him a grudge, and in August 1880, 
got together a score of robbers, and stole 
the rice on the land of the appellant’s 
farmhand. An action was brought against 
him for this, which increased his resent- 
ment. Getting together a band of robbers 
at the house of their leader, T‘ang Wan- 
hsiang, he waylaid petitioner's son, ne- 
phew, aud farmhands, on their return from 
gathering rice. The petitioner’s son and 
nephew were slain with lances, the farm- 
hands all severely wounded. Luckily one 
of them escaped and told the news. An 
inquest was held and the arrest of the 
murderers ordered. T‘ang San-wang Yeh 
bribed an attorney, Chieh T‘ing-chang, 
who concealed him in the house of a bad 
character named Hsii Wei-hsiang, and 
hired Wan Shih-k‘uei and T‘ang Kung-lao 
who had nothing to do with the murder, 
to personate the murderers. On appeal 
to the Governor-General and Judge, the 
arrest of the real offenders was ordered, 
but up to the present date the Magistrate 
has let them defy capture. Referred in 
the usual mauner. : 

(4) Chang Shu-shéng reports trial of and 
sentence on a fratricide. Chu San-shih 
was left an orphan at an early age ; he had 
neither wife nor child. His elder brother 
Chu Huai-chin was of a violent temper, and 
constantly bullied, beat and abused him ; 
and soinetimes, even, did not give him 
sufticient foot, Fifteen acres of the family 
property of twenty acres or so, had been 
mortyayed by Chu Huai-chin, who converted 
the proceeds to his own use. © In the spring 
of 1881 Chu Huai-chin mortgaged two 
more acres, in spite of Chu San-shih’s pro- 
tests. In April 1882 Chu Huai-chin took 
Chu San-shil’s savings and spent them, 


Chu San-shih found it out, but only got 
abused by his brother. He was too much 
afraid of his brother to openly attack him, 
but determinded to kill him while asleep. 
At early dawn, he tvok an iron hoe and 
crept into his brother's room. Chu Huai- 
chin lay fast asleep on the k'ang under a 
cotton quilt. Chu San-shih struck him 
violently on the left side of the neck, on 
which he cried out and tried to rise. Chu 
San-shih struck him again ou the crown 
and temples ; Chu Huai-chin tried to ward 
off the blows with his left hand, but soon 
fell back, howling with pain. Chu San- 
shih then despatched him with repeated 
blows, and to make sure of his being dead, 
cut his throat with a knife. The body was 
buried iu a hole in the back Court; the 
stains of blood washed off the walls; and 
the matting, quilt and clothes hidden 
under a heap of brushwood. Nothing was 
known of the crime till Chu Huai-chin’s 
cousin came on the 18th April, and, 
suspecting foul play, searched the pre- 
mises. He discovered the clothes and 
other things, and dug up the body. Oon- 
cealment was impossible, the crime was 
confessed, an inquest held, and the truth 
established. For his unnatural crime of 
wilful fratricide, Chu San-shih is, accord- 
ing to law, sentenced to death by the slicing 
process, his head to be exposed as a public 
warning. Rescript: Let the Board of 
Punishments with all speed consider and 
report to Us. 

(5) Tsén Yii-ying reports sending an 
officer with Tls. 10,000 on account of pay 
for the Eight Banners, Tls. 10,000 on 
account of the expenses of the Household, 
Tls. 10,000 from the opium lekin, aud Tis. 
10,000 from the Customs receipts, to the 
Capital. The officer deputed, Chang Chia- 
hsiin, started on 9th July. Rescript—Let 
the proper Yaméus take note. 

(6) Ch‘ing-an, Resident at Kobdo, re- 
quests a tablet for the Temple of the River 
Spirit, in the southwest corner of that city, 
in return for a rise in the waters of the 
river Puyint‘u, the one fertiliser of the 
country, vouclisafed in answer to prayer 
on three occasions. (For Decree see 
Gazette of 18th July). 


August 10th.—(!) Memorial from the 
Censor, Kuang-hsi, on the flouds caused 
in Auhwui by heavy and continuous rains 
in the latter half of June. (See Decree in 
the Gazette of 22nd July for summary.) 

(2) in a postscript, the same Censor 
advocates a return to the practice of “slay- 


ing the water-dragon (BBS)” in the sixth 
moon, as recommended iu the Mouthly 
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Rules (of the Record of Rites). This 
custom, though never enforced by law, is 
recollected by the farmers and aged coun- 
try-folk. ‘The position of the dragon is 
indicated by the colour of the ground, 
the light it sends forth or the sounds it 
emits, as well as by the fact that in 
the winter no snow lies on the spot, and 
in the spring no herbage springs up 
on it. The animal will always be dis- 
covered after digging to a depth of five 
feet or so. Would it not be better tw 
destroy the hidden evil instead of merely 
providing against the floods it causes, 
especially as such floods are worse than 
those caused by the overflow of the rivers? 
The regulatious for the extirpation of 
locusts might be adapted to this purpose. 
(For Decree, see Gazette of 22ud July). 

(3) Soputorhchapu, Captain-General of 
of the Guards Division of the Banner 
Forces, replies to the accusation of the 
Censor Chiin-yi; that the officers in charge 
distributed pay in his absence, (see Gazette 
of 7th August) asserting that the Censor 
had not arrived by 8 p.m., two hours after 
the appointed time for the issue of pay tu 
the Plain Red Banner Guards, and the 
men had been waiting a long time. He 
adds that hitherto only appointments have 
been notified to the Supervising Censor, 
and suggests that in future the date of 
the distribution of pay should be likewise 
communicated to him. (For Decree, see 
Gazette of 22ud July). 

(4) Ch‘ung-ch‘i reports that the Yaméa 
of the Literary Chancellor at Moukden is 
in a dilapidated state, not having been re- 
paired for over forty yeara. The State 
cannot be expected to supply funds for 
its repair, which, however, must not be 
postponed ; sv he and his colleagues pro- 
pose to employ Tls. 2,000 from the Allow- 
ance Fund, to be repaid in twenty annual 
instalments.—Resoript: Let the proper 
Board take note. 

(5) The Governor-General and Governor 
of Yiinnan report having selected an 
officer, Huang Pany-k‘uei, for the important 
post of Assistant sub-Prefect of Mien-muy 
in Shun-ning Fu. This place is within the 
malarious district, and a large proportion 
of the inhabitants are Miaotzii (aborigines). 

(6) Chang Shu-shéng reports the destruc- 
tion by fire of the Kuan-ti Miao (‘Temple of 
the God of War), situated at the foot of 
the White-Drayon-Pvol Hill in the District 
of Mi-yiin. The fire was due to the stuve- 
bed of a neighbouring building getting 
overheated and setting fire to the surronnd- 
ing woodwork. ‘The ofticers in charge of 
the temple are reported for punishment. 
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August 11th.—The Tartar General of 
Ch‘éng-tu and the Governor-General of 
Ssti-ch‘uan, in a joint memorial, report the 
Jeath of the acting Commander-in-chief of 
the province, T‘ang Yii-kéng. He had 
held this post for one year, and had dili- 
gently performed his public duties, to the 
idmiration of all. Lately, old wounds, 
received in battle, broke out accompanied 
by bloodspitting, and general debility ; but 
he neglected not a tittle of his public busi- 
ness, The Governor-General and others 
urged him to attend to his ailments ; but 
he replied that, having evjoyed His Ma- 
jesty’s bounty ‘all his life long, he dared 
aot retire to a life of ease- while military 
matters were still urgent. Suddenly his 
ilness assumed more grave proportions, 
medical treatment proved of no avail, 
ind, on the 22nd May, having previously. 
sent his official seal to the Governor's Ya- 
mén for safe custody, he ‘‘ vacated his 
post.” The usual summary of the deceased 
oficer’s career—a most distinguished one— 
sthen given. ; 


(2) Memorial from Féng Lieh (& Ri ) 


in Assistant Secretary of the Board of 
War, Inspector of Customs at Sha-hu-t‘ou. 
The total collection for the nine months, 
21 days, ending June 27th, 1882, (being 
the period he was in charge of the Cus- 
toms), amounted to Tls. 34,892. The legal 
disbursements amounted to Tis. 3,540, 
leaving a balance of Tis. 31,351 to be 
handed over to his successor, who will for- 
ward the annual account when it becomes 
due, He has brought with him to the Capi- 
tal the surplus for 1881, and the sums saved 
on the quarterly subscriptions, the allow- 
aces, and the transit-expenses, which 
together amount to Tls. 15,919. Heawaite 
His Majesty's decision as to the dispusal of 
this sum. He adds that there were no 
dues levied on timber at Ta-ch‘ing Shan 
during his term of office (see Gazette of 
July 17th). 

(3) P éng Tsu-hsien reports the result of 
the trial of two officiala—Liu Ch‘i-fu, a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and Chéng Hasi-kéng, 
District Mavistrate of Kuei-yang—who 
brought accusations one against the other. 
The facts are as follows :—As there are no 
banks in such an out-of-the-way place as 
Kueiyang, Liu Ch‘i-fu changed some silver 
at the drug-shop of Fu Wan-ho. Finding 
tome false coin amongst the cash, he wrote 
to Chéng Hsi-kéug to bring to trial and 
punish the druggist. The false coin, which 
did not amount to one string, being proved 
tohave been obtained by Fu Wan-ho in 
the course of his business dealings, and not 


Google 


to have been bought by him to be palmed 
off on others, he was fined 3,000 strings 


(HH) of cash. Liu Ch‘i-fu abused the 


- Magistrate for not punishing the fellow 
severely, and the two officers were on bad 
terms in consequence. In June 1882, a 


student (ig) of the neighbourhood, 


ignorant of the prohibition on account of 
the national mourning, held a theatrical 
performance on his mother’s birthday. For 
this breach of law, he was fined $650 for 
the repair of the Examination Hall, and 
$50 for the repair of thedrill-hall. Liu Ch‘i- 
fu sent back the $50, on which the Mayis- 
trate finding him bent on thwarting him, 
charged him to his superior officers with 
interfering in lawsuits, favouring his 
soldiers in cases between them and the 
people, and letting them seize coiners, 
whom they released on payment of a fine. 
Liu Oh‘i-fu retorted by accusing Chéng 
Hasi-kéng of fining the people nnder the 
poetext of repairing public buildings. 

hen the case was tried, Liu Ch‘i-fu 
strenuously denied that his soldiers seized 
coiners and let them go on payment of a 
fine, and Chéng Hsi-kéng failed to prove 
his allegation. Cheng Hsi-keng, it was 
found, really applied the fines to public 
purposes. The Judge and the Financial 
Commissioner, who tried the case, support 
Chéng Hsi-kéng’s action in the case of Fu 
Wan-ho, but condemn his fiuing the stud- 
ent as illegal, Liu Ch‘i-fu was in fault in 
failing to co-operate with the civil author- 
ity. It is requested that Chéng Hsi-kéng 
be handed over to the Buard for determi- 
nation of a penalty; and that Liu Ch‘i-fu’s 
case be considered by the Board. The 
fiues are to be repaid ; Fu Wan-ho is sen- 
tenced to 80 bluws which, however, are 
remitted in virtue of the Act of Grace 1881. 
Rescript—Let the Board consider and re- 
port to Us. 

August 12th.—(1) A Decree appointing 
Péu-ko and En-ch’éug to supervise the 
archery test (of the competitors at the 
approaching examinations), 

(2) Ch’ung-ch’i, Military Governor of 
Moukden, aud Chu I-teéng, Literary 
Chancellor, request tliat a number of 
degrees, civil aud military, may be grant- 
ed for competition among the inhabit- 
ants of the Hunting Reserve. On the 
completion of the survey of the settle- 
ment in the Reserve, the late Acting 
Governor Ch’i-yiian requested the estab- 
lishment of officials and an additional 
military force, to administer the district. 
He at the same time proposed that Free 
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r on the 5th May, and were given lodging. 


Schools ( ) should be meanwhile 


established to ground the talented among 
the daily increasing population in a know- 
ledge of propriety, principle, law and con- 
duct ; and that subsequently, if circum- 
stances seemed to justify such a course, 
officers of education should be established, 


and a number of degrees bestowed. This 


proposal was approved by the Board ; but 
an application has now been received from 
Yang Wén-p‘u, acting Assistant Prefect in 
charge of the people of the Hunting Re- 
serve, and Chang Chi‘ien-chi, a Senior 
Licentiate, to the effect that, as there are 
schools throughout the settlement, the 
Free Schools need not be established, and 
requesting that His Majesty may be 
memorialised to bestow a regular num- 
ber of degrees. Yang Wén-p‘u speaks 
highly of the papers of the 80 or 90 
students he examined, and cites, as a 
precedent, the bestowal of degrees in 
the new districts on the eastern frontier. 
The Intendent in charge of the Govern- 
ment postroads, who was called on to 
report, states that, there being no funds 
in the new t‘ing for the establishment of 


an Educational Institute (SHR ), the 


course pursued in the two new Districts on 
the eastern frontier—viz., that an examina- 
tion should be held by the sub-Prefect 
and the papers forwarded to the Literary 
Chancellor at the Capital—should be fol- 
lowed, two civil‘and one military degree 
being granted. The number of degrees 
may be increased and local officers of educa- 
tion appointed later. The Memorialists 
observe that in this frontier settlement, 
founded some years ago, with its daily 
increasing population, the first requisite 
is the civilization of the people. They, 
therefore, support the Intendant’s pro- 
posal. — Referred to the proper Board 
for consideration and report. In a sup- 
plementary memorial, the same officers 
advocate the appointment of Salaried 
and Supplementary Licentiates in the 
newly established ¢‘ing and districts on 
the eastern frontier. The identity of the 
candidates at the last examination was 
certified by Licentiates from other places— 
a mere temporary expedient. The new 
Salaried aud Supplementary Licentiates 
will be first chosen from the licentiates of 
other places, who belong by birth to the 
new districts.—Rescript : Perused. 

(3) Ho-ching reports the rescue of dis- 
tressed Liu-ch‘iuans, The Prefect of Wén- 
chow forwarded to the Coastguard Sub- 
prefect at Foochow eight distressed seamen 
and their effects. They reached Foochow 
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Their story, as interpreted, was that they 
belonged to Napu Fu in Liu-ch‘iu, and 
sailed for Fuhkien on 10th February 
last. They were detained by contrary winds 
till 18th April at Patung Shan; while 
attempting to cross to Fukien, they were 
driven by a gale on the coast at Wénchow. 
The usual allowance of rice etc. is given 
them. Means for their return home will 
be further considered.—Noted. ‘ 

(4) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
reports a case of extortion and wrongful 
arrest by the sergeant, Ché-shan. Ché-shan 
had ‘“‘ heard” that Chao Kuang-yu was a 
bad character, and had him arrested and 
tortured. Chao Kuang-yu declared his in- 
nocence, but was only released on a promise 
to pay a sum of money. This he did not 
do ; but incensed at his unmerited suffer- 
ing, appealed to the capital. Ché-shan’s 
dismissal is requested, for: acting on 
hearsay and wrongfully inflicting torture. 

August 13th.—Pi Tao-yiian, Governor 
Adjoint, and Chou Chia-mei, Governor, 
of Shun-t‘ien Fu, in a joint memorial, 
report the completion of the repairs of the 
Chin-t‘ai (Golden Terrace) College at Pe- 
king. The Memorialists remark that the 
metropolis is the first city of the Empire, 
and Colleges are the seats of education. 
Under the Ming dynasty there was aCollego 
at Peking for the instruction of the scho- 
lars of the Eastern Hanlin, The Emperor 
K‘ang-hsi erected a Free School outside 
the Hata-mén, which soon became the 
Chin-t‘ai College. It is open tothe graduates 
and licentiates of the capital and the pro- 
vinces, and instructors are appointed. The 
students of Shun-t‘ien Fu are also examined 
there. The College has not been repaired 
for over thirty years, and the Memorialista 
found it, when they visited it in 1879, in 
@ ruinous condition, The scholars were 
scattered about aud there was no examina- 
tion-hall. Owing to the want of public 
funds and the immediate necessity for 
repairs, the Memorialists. had to trust to 
private liberality. Li Hung-chang and others 
subscribed, aud the Governor’s Yamén 
saved Tis. 1,000 of public money. The work 
was begun in the autumn of 1879. On the 
Governor's retirement owing to the death of 
his mother, the funds required were still in- 
complete, and he feared the work might 
be brought to a standstill for want of 
money. He, therefore, instructed hia 
assistants in the work to borrow money 
from the Tu K‘ang firm to be repaid as 
funds were subscribed. The list of sub- 
scribers who came forward is yiven, their 
total subscriptions amounting to Tls. 14,631, 
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besides a present of timber worth Tls. 800, 
and the Tis. 1,000 saved in the Gov- 
ernor’s office. Of this sum, Tls. 9,862 were 
apent on the College, Tls. 365 on the pur- 
‘chase of land. The surplus—Tls. 5,064— 
“was put out at 12 p.c. for the support of 
the students. The particulars of the ex- 
penditure follow at length. The repairs 
are now complete, and -the literary hody 
‘is delighted. Besides the quarterly gov- 
‘ernment examinations in composition and 
verses, there are monthly examinations in 
the Five Classics, the Ancient Poetry and 
Essay-writing. If there are any scholars of 
deep learning, good behaviour, and exten- 
sive general ability, the Memorialists are 
sure to hear of them, and will recom- 
~ mend them to the Emperor. Those whose 
‘literary productions are not of the first 
- order, but whose learning and conduct fit 
' them to be a pattern to the literary class, 
‘they will also report to the Throne.— 
~ Noted. 
“ (2) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
‘requests that a Lieutenant, named Fu- 
ching, may be stripped of his rank and 
brought to trial on the charge of having 
- received a bribe to wink at a theft of 
timber from the hills of which he was in 
charge.—Granted by Rescript. ; 
- (3) Mei Ch‘i-chao, Director-General of 
the Yellow River, reports that the whole 
_ fleet of tribute-junks entered the northern 
section of the canal on the 29th June on 
their way to T‘unzchow.— Rescript : Noted. 
August 14th.—(1) Ying-wén, Superin- 
tendent of Customs at Kalgan, reports his 
return to the capital on the completion of 
- his term of office ; and requests that he 
_ may have to make good only a proportion 
of the deficit in the surplus assessment.— 
Let the Board of Revenue consider and 
» report to us. 
(2) Ching-lien, President of the Board 
' of Revenue, requests the appointment of 
. the Financial or the Judical Commissioner 
in each of the four provinces of Kuangsi, 
Kuangtung, Kiangsu and Chihli, to super- 
- intend the transit of the Yiinnan copper 
to the capital. The Memorialist relates 
_ the history of the copper-transit since 1874, 
including the failure of the establishment 
of special bureaux in the various provinces 
' enroute, and the consequent return to the 
appointment of Provincial Commissioners 
fora term of three years. At present the 
first, second and third lots of 1,000,000 
chin each and half the fourth have reached 
the capital, and the rest of the fourth lot 
1s reported to have been sent off. The 
* safe transit of this valuable commodity is 
' Most important, and, the present incum- 
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bents’ term being ended, a fresh appoint- 
ment is requested. (For Decree see 
Gazette of 26th July.) 

(3) Pi Tao-yuan and Chou Chia-mei, in 
& postscript memorial, report the building 
of an Official Lodging in Liang-hsiang (40 
li W. of the city). The Memorialists re- 
mark that all Imperial Commissioners, 
Governors-General, Governors, and Liter- 
ary Chancellors pass the first night after 
leaving the Capital at Liang-hsiang. Hi- 
therto they have had to put up with amall 
and dirty quarters in an inn; and, though 
His Majesty's servants, when bearing His 
Commission, do not care for ease and com- 
fort, the officials in charge of the district 
feel the disgrace that the want of proper 
accummodation is to them. ‘The Lodging 
cost Tis. 1,100, of which Chou Chia-mei 
contributed Tis. 300, and the District 
Magistrate. Yang Ch‘ien-ping, the rest, 
The building is to be kept in repair by the 
District Mayistrates, and is entered in the 
Gazetteer, to ensure its being attended to. 

(4) The same officers, in another post- 
script, request leave to write to the 
Governors-General of the Liang Kiang, 
Liang Hu, Liang Kuang, Ssii-ch‘uan, and 
Min-ché, and the Governors of Kiangsu, 
Kiangsi, Hupei, Chékiang, and Kuangtung, 
where college printing presses for the pro- 
duction of the classics, etc., are established, 
to send one copy of each work printed to 
the Taotai at Shanghai, to be forwarded 
by the China Merchants’ Steamship Com- 
pany to the Taotai at Tientsin, in whose 
care the volumes will be left till the Gov- 
ernor send officers to bring them to Pekiny. 
The books will ultimately form a library 
for the Chin-t‘ai College. (See yesterday’s 
Gazette). Rescript—Be it is proposed. 

(5) Ting Pao-chén submits a list of 25 
ofticers whom he recommends for rewards 
for their exertions in connection with the 
government conveyance of salt to the areas 
in Yunnan and Kueichow. Rescript :—Let. 
the proper Board consider and report, 

(6) Tukarh, Military Governor of Ulia- 
sut‘ai, Ch‘élintérchi, Mongolian Assistant- 
Governor, and Kuei-hsiang, Manchu As- 
sistant-Governor, request permission for 
Wén Lin-pao, an officer of the Guards in 
charge of the Sokuok‘o Customs barrier, 
to return to the city on sick leave, and that 
a new appointment may be speedily made. 
Rescript :—Let the proper Board take note. 

August 15th.—Liu Jui-fén, Financial 
Commissioner, Kiangsi, and Ho Ju-chang, 
late Envoy to Japan, had audience. 

(1) Decree in answer to a memorial from 
the Supervising Censor of the East Divi- 
sion, A Yen-t‘al, ordaining the sequestra- 
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tion of the house and property of Chang 
Féng-yi, who was concerned in the granary 


robberies and fled from justice. The Me- 
tropolitan authorities are to fix a period 
within which his capture must be effected. 

(2) Deoree ordering the aurplus (Tls. 67) 
. in the receipts for live-stock and house- 
duty (in the West City) to be handed over 
to the Treasury of the Privy Purse. Yueh 
Nien, the Commissioner, is pardoned the 
Penalty incurred by him for deficient sur- 

us. 
y (3) A similar decree regarding the late 
Commissioner for the Eastern City. His 
surplus amounted to Tis. 1,261. 

(4) Ch‘ing Ya reports taking over the 
seals of office as Director-General of the 
Grain Transportonthe 9thJuly. Rescript : 
—Noted. 

(5) Chou Héng-ch‘i reports handing 
over his charge to Ch‘ing Yui. He will 
return home to attend to his health when 
the weather grows cooler in autumn. 

(6) Jén Tao-jung reports that, though 
his illness is not cured, he will resume his 
post, as Governor of Shantung on the 
completion of his twenty days’ leave, as the 
river-works cannot be neglected, and the 
period of the provincial examinations are 
close at hand. 

(7) Ch‘én Shih-chieh reports that, owing 
to heavy rains in the middle of June, an 
embankment at Yang-chia-pin on the Hasi- 
kiang-t‘ang (West river-dyke) in Hsiao- 
shan District of the Shao-hsing prefecture 
in Chékiang, was breached by the river to 
the extent of twenty chang. Immediate 
steps to repair the damage were taken and 
a crescent-dyke forty chang long built. ‘The 
repair of the great dyke was under con- 
sideration, when Hau Ch‘in, a Secretary 
of the Grand Secretariat, and other not- 
ables requested the loan of 20,000 strings 
of cash to make an embankment at Yang- 
chia-pin and build a stone-d: ke at Ta-shuo- 
shan. They stated that the latter place 
bears the first brunt of a flood in the upper 
waters, and, the protecting sand bank at 
the foot of the stone-dyke built last year 
having been nearly swept away, and. the 
foundations exposed, one chang of the 
dyke subsided. ‘This year some thirty 
chang have subsided, and the three districts 
of Hsiao-shan, Kuai-chi, and Shan-yin are 
greatly endangered. The Memorialist 
quotes a precedent for such a loan as is 
requested. He has had a survey made of 
the locality, materials collected, aud the 
work begun.—Noted. 

(8) Momorial from Ting Pao-chén. The 
Tu-shan department and the Li-po dis- 
trict were originally marts for the sale of 
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Ssii-ch‘uan salt. Of late years the trade has J 
languished owing to the smuggling of thet 
Kuangsi traders. The Governor of Kuei- 
chow lately forwarded the Memorialist a de- 
spatch sent him by the Governor of Kuangii, 
in which the Governor quoted the Kuangs 
Salt Regulation Register to prove that Li-po 
hsien should be supplied with salt from the 
Ch‘ing-yiian prefecture of Kuangsi, and 
that the supply of salt to Tu-shan was also 
allotted to Kuangsi. The Governor of 
Kuangsi remarked that the salt-trade was 
but now reviviny, and that, in view of its 
importance in reference to taxation, no 
discrepancies or delay should be permitted. 
He therefore requested the Governor of 
Kueichow to look into the matter. The 
Intendants of the General Government 
Salt Conveyance Office and of Salt and 
Tea Revenue find no mention of Tu-shan 
in the volume referred to by the Governor 
of Kuangai ; and neither Tu-shan nor Li-po 
are given in the general chart of the 
Kuangsi Export Salt Trade, nor did the 
late Governor-General of Yiin-kuei in his 
report to the Throne, mention Tu-shan, 
though he referred to the Miaotzi of Li- 
po being allowed to buy Kuangsi salt st 
Ku-chow. The Board’s Regulations and 
the memorial of Chiu Kung, Governor of 
Kuangsi, corroborate the Intendants’ state- 
ments. The Intendants are of opinion that 
the latest authorities should be adopted, |. 
in view of the changes in the trade since ;.- 
the reign of K‘ien Lung ; and quote thej- 
rectification of the areas made in 1850, 
when both places were recorded as being! 
marts for Ssti-ch‘uan salt. The Governor} 
forwards the report of the Intendants, and} 
strongly supports their views.—Rescript :—; 
Let the Board of Revenue ascertain thei . 
facts, and instruct the Governor-Generalj 
of Ssti-ch‘uan and the Governor of Kuangai, . 
to follow the old regulations. : 
August 16th.—(1) Pi Tao-yiian and Chouj_ 
Chia-mei request that Subprefects of Shun-} 
t‘ien Fu may be admitted to the same right} . 
to be appointed Prefect or Intendant as;.. 
the Secretaries of the Six Boards. The; 
Memorialists represent that hope of pro-!. 
motion should be given every officer ; but. 
Subprefects of Shun-t‘ien Fu can oniy¢ 
obtain recommendation to be. placed on. 
the roster of the Board for selection to. 
the oftice of Prefect or Assistant Salt: , 
Comptroller. Even then, few o: them can; 
hope to get to the top of the list. In spite! 
of the important duties these officers have _ 
entrusted them, their chance of promotion. 
is thus far inferior to that of the Secreta. _ 
ries of the Six Boards, or of the Board of: 
the Imperial Stud, or of the Readers of the | 
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Secretariat, with whom the Institutes of 
she Empire (Ta Ch‘ing Hui Tien) de- 
slare them to be equal. These officers are 
nen of long service and high standing ; no 
itriplings, newly-appointed, or suddenly 
sromoted men get this post. Yet they 
sannot but be oppressed with the despair 
a9 promotion after their previous good 
service. The Governor can do nothing for 
thom ; their inferiors look on them as 
ducking the road to promotion; and no 
me is stirred with the hope of advance- 
nent, ‘The slight chance of being made 
Prefect, which existed when expectant 
Prefects were scarce, has now been lost. 
These otticers of noted ability and zeal are 
xondemned to life-long inactivity as Sub- 
srefects, and others are turned by back by 
shis prospect, so that able officers are hard 
ee: (For Decree see Gazette of 24th 

uly). , . 

(2) Chang Chih-tung, in a postacript 
Memorial, describes the malpractices of 
Liu ‘ling-pang, a bad character belonging 
0 ‘Tai-chou, who opened grain-shops in 
she city of Kueihua and other places out- 
jide the Pass, and, having bought the 
srevet rank of Major some years ago, made 
aimself the pest of the neighbourhood. 
Some time ago he joined the bandits of 
Ta-ch‘ing-shan and engaged in marauding. 
He was captured, but succeeded in escap- 
ing, and is now accused by shopkeepers 
ind others, of bullying and knavery. His 
tole business was buying and selling on 
account, a sort of gambling. He ran down 
the price of silver, and then agreed to 
buy Tla. 1,000,000 ; he bought up 10,000,000 
thin of linseed oil to cause a rise in the 
price ; and the market was kept coatinually 
fluctuating, to the ruin of the traders. Hia 
wealth enabled him to get the Yamén officials 
to abet him in controlling the market. 
His operations caused the mercantile 
class a total loss of several Tle. 100,000. 
Having thus leapt into wealth and power, 
he kept a number of armed bullies to 
eoort him; he trumped up vexatious 
charges against his enemies. This one 
violent and avaricious fellow kept the 
merchants of two t’ing in constant tremor, 


Everyone hated him, but hie influence was: 


to extensive, his followers so many, that 
Chang Shu-p’ing alone, of all the officials 
vutside the passes, had not entered into 
relations with him. Most of the under- 
lings and subordinate military officers were 
\cquainted with him, and acted as his 
informers. ‘Ihe officials envied his wealth 
hud feared his power; they dared not 
punish him. On his capture by Chang 
Shu-p'ing, acting under the secret orders 
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of the Memorialist, he was brought to the 
capital, and arraigned before the Prefect of 
T’ai-yiian. He wore a button of the second 
rank, and claimed to have been recommend- 
ed for the brevet rank of Lieut.-Colonel. 
Of this he has no proof, and it is unlikely 
that, du ing his mercantile operations, he 
could have distinguished himself in war, 
and impossible that he could have obtained 
the brevet rank of Lieut.-Colonel from the 
titular rank of Major by purchase. It is re- 
quested he be stripped of his title,and of the 
rank of Lieut.-Colonel, if he be found to 
possess it, that he may be brought to strict 
trial. (For Decree see Gazette of 25th July.) 

(3) Yi Lu reports for Li Hung-chang his 
arrival at his home in the Ho-fei district, 
on the 11th June. -- Neted. 

(4) A Memorial from Ch‘én Shih-chieh, 
deprecating modification, at present, of the 
law of summary execution. (See Gazettes 
of 7th January, let June, etc., etc.) 

August 17th.—Memorial from Yii-lu, 
Governor of Auhui. From the beginning 
of summer heavy rain fell throughout the 
provinces. On the 1st and 4th July, the 
Memorialist received reports from the 
Commissioners of ‘Finance and Justice, 
announcing the sudden flooding of the 
district city of Ch‘ien-shan ; much injury 
was done to the East, West, and South 
walls, and all buildings were completely 
submerged. . The districts uf T‘ai-hua and 
Su-sung and the localities in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ch‘ien-shan and T‘ai-hua, or 
further down stream, were also the scone 
of terrible inundations. Wherever the 
flood passed, houses and their inhabitants 
were swept bodily into the river. ‘I'he 
waters burst in the West Gate of the district 
city of Ying-shan in Liu-an Prefecture, 
and rushed down the Great Street, making 
a clean sweep of the inhabitants. Iu Ch‘ien- 
shan more than 2,000 persons were drowned, 
in T‘ai-hua 200 to 300 lost their lives, be- 
sides large numbers in Su-sung and other 
places. From several places, mureover, no 
report has yet been received. All these 
places pray for relief. For the last ten 
years or more, no such calamity as this, 
which has now befallen seven districts, has 
occurred. Such an unparalleled disaster 
must be due to the Memorialist’s inefii- 
ciency. The inundated places are still 
under water, and the starving remnant of 
the people, scattered and homeless, cry 
aloud for food and shelter. The living 
must be relieved and housed, lest they die 
of hunger, or are driven to commit suicide : 
the dead must be buried, lest their decay- 
ing corpses breed pestilence: the flooded 
fields must be drained, and seed for - 
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the second sowing issued: the dykes 
must be repaired by the labour of those 
relieved. The lives of the people can be 
preserved only by the immediate provision 
of large sums. The Memorialist details 
the steps already taken, which, he says, 
are but as ‘a drop in the bucket,’ and pro- 
poses further measures of relief. Sui'able 
officers have been sent to apportion relief 
to the afflicted districts, so as to yive 
effectual aid. If the funds he proposes to 

rovide prove insufficient, he will make a 
urther appeal to His Majesty. On his 
way back to the Capital to relieve this 
distress, he observed the tributary streams 
were all in flood, though the river was 
not very high. The weather this month 
has been variable, and the dykes have been 
in danger of bursting: but he hopes the 
speedy advent of fine weather may cause 
the floods on the upper waters to subside, 
and so, perhaps. the inundation also, and 
the disasters of this small section prove 
harmless to the harvest of the whole pro- 
vince. (For Decree see July 27th). 

(2) Wén Heit (Acting Military Governor 
of Tientsin), and Lu P‘éng (Deputy Lieu- 
tenant Governor), in a joint memorial, 
propose certain reforms in the trainband- 
organization of that province. The total 
force is to be reduced to 5,000 men, as 
many as the T's. 30,000 originally proposed 
as pay by the Board of Revenue will main- 

_ tain, who will be constantly kept under 
arms. Of these the infantry will amount to 
3,700, instead of the two bodies of 4,500 at 
present under training for alternate periods 
of two months. This system of alternate 
training was proposed by the late Governor, 
Ting-an. It was soon abandoned as re- 
gards the cavalry; and now it is found 
that the infantry forget all they learn in 
the intervals of agricultural life. The 
cavalry force will be increased by a body 
of 300 troopers to cope with the mounted 
marauders at Hulan-t‘ing. The force will 
be distributed, as required, among the 
provincial cities. The training of the new 
force must be postponed till the arrival of 
rifles, cannon, and drill-instructors from 
Tientain. The extra expense entailed by 
the new body of cavalry and the cost of 
the official buildings, etc. required at 
Aolunch‘un is to be met by the reduction 
of the number of officers in a battalion to 
correspond with the Kirin establishment, 
and the proposed economy of Tis. 8,000 in 
the manufacture of gunpowder.—Granted 
by Reascript. 

(8) Postscript memorial from Ch ‘én Shih- 
chieh, reporting the rescue of a Liu- 
chiuan vessel by fishing boats of the 
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Haiang-shan District in Chékiang, and the 
relief of the mariners by the magistrate, 
who sent the vessel as the crew desired to 
Fuhkien under an escort.—Noted. 


August 18th.—(1) Oourt Circular—The 
Prince of Ch‘un had audience. 

(2) Decree appointing Wén Hui, Senior 
Vice-President of the Censorate; Ai Lin, 
Sub-Director of the Court of the Imperial 
Stud; and Li Tuan-fén, Senior Secretary 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction. 

(3) Memorial from Ch‘éa Shih-chieh. 
The weather during May had been propi- 
tious for sowing, but throughout the mouth 
of June continuous heavy rain fell, and 
for several weeks there were few glimpses 
of sunshine, The consequence was, the 
Memorialist learns a freshet in the hills 
above Chii-chou, while there were ten 
feet of water on the level ground in the 
Hai-an district. The houses were sub- 
merged and the inhabitants overwhelmed 
in sudden disaster. The Memorialist sent 
boats to the rescue, and laid in a store of 
food for the starving people. One thousand 
dollars were issued from the funds, be- 
longing to the Charitable Organization, 


(#42) lodyed in the Prefectural Trea- 


aury. Piculs 1,000 of government grain were 
also issued to save the pevple’s lives, and 


investigation and relief ordered. A similar 


tale of disaster is reported from K‘ai-hua, 
where the dykes burst at night; and 
from Yen-chou, a specially poor country. 
Other places suffered less from the inunda- 
tions, though shingle and sand cover the 
fields. The localities along the river which 
were also flooded, are easily drained, 
and with good weather their harvest, 
which is late, need not be below the 
average. The Memorialist remarks that 
there have been no such floods these ten 
years, and, although the waters soon fell, 
the area to be relieved is so vast that he 
preposes to apply to this purpose 3,000 
strings of cash subscribed by the Shanghai 
merchants to the T‘ai-chou Hurricane 
Relief Fund—(See Gazette 27th July.) 

(2) In a postscript memorial Chén Shih- 
chieh reports a case of abduction and wrong- 
ful detention. Shan-ming, a nun of Tzii-yiia 
Nunnery, complained to the Magistrate of 
Kuei-chii that, as she and a novice, Pao- 
yiian, were burning incense, a local bully, 
T‘ung K‘ai-yiian, chanced to stroll up, and, 
seeing that the aovice was young and 
comely, proposed to buy her to be his 
concubine. Shan-ming rebuked him, and 
he went away. On the night of the 24th 
March, T‘ung K‘ai-yuan and_ several 
comrades of his kicked open the nunnery 
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joor, and made off with Pao-yiian. Wu 
Kuang-ming and the nun Wu-ts‘aicoming to 
the rescue were also seized and detained. 
On examination of the parties before the 
Magistrate, T‘ung K‘ai-yuan, who is a 
Yiin-ch ‘i-yii (8th rank of nobility), and one 
af his companions, who is a licentiate by 
purchase, relying on their rank, proved 
soutumacious. The Governor, therefore, 
proposes that they be deprived of their 
ranks, and that they may be subjected to 
s rigorous trial.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) P‘éng Tsu-hsien reports that the late 
Mayistrate of Anlu District’s payments to 
the Provincial Treasury shew a deficit of 
7,053 Tls. and that a late Captain in the 
Grain Transport service left a deficit in 
various payments of Tls. 6,247. Seques- 
tration of their estates is requested. (See 
Gazette of 29th July.) 


August 19th.—(1) A Decree, appointing 
fu Ch‘i-kuang Censor in charge of the 
Shansi Circuit. 

(2) A Decree, in answer to the report of 
the Censor Lou Yii-p‘u that there have 
been floods (besides those reported by 
Cu‘én Shih-chieh), in Chekiang in the 
middle of July. We perceive that the cir- 
cumstances are indeed grave, and the peo- 
pee plight in truth pitiable. Let Ch‘én 

hih-chieh speedily send officers to concert 
with the local authorities the measures of 
relief required. Let not one be left home- 
leas, that Our deep desire to show Ourselves 
mindful of the people’s distresses may be 
seconded. 


(8) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
from Ting Pao-chén, dismissing the Magis- 
trate of the Shih-fang District, for yielding 
to the guidance of his underlings, failing 
to compassionate the sorrows of the people, 
and for his.wilful breach of the law in the 
matter of the government-labour fees which 
nearly caused an outbreak ; and an Expect- 
ant-Magistrate in charge of the lekin depart- 
ment, for being ‘‘ cunning in misdeeds ” 
and ignoring enquiry when his conduct 
came to light. . 

(4) A Decree—Ting Pao-chén reports to 
Us the result of his enquiry into the disas- 
ters that befell the Hsii-yuny Sub-prefec- 
ture and other places, and the relief needed 
ineach. This summer heavy rains, accom- 
panied by hail, fell in Hsii-yuug and other 
places in Ssti-ch‘uan ; the rivers suddenly 
rose and overwhelmed fields and houses, 
drowning the inhabitants. In Tzii-chou, 
moreover, a fire broke out that consumed 
over two hundred houses. We were filled 
with compassion as We read. The Governor- 
General has already sent officers, in concert 
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with the local officials, to investigate the 
extent of the calamity, and consider means 
of relief: Let them zealously relieve the 
sufferings of the people: Let not one be 
left homeless. For the rest, be it as is 
proposed. 

(5) Chang Shu-shéng reports the trial 
and sentence in an, appeal case, wherein an 
officer of the Guards, living at home, was 
guilty of adultery with a woman of the 
people. Wang T‘ai-lai, an officer of the 
Guards, who had obtained leave to live at 
home to attend on his aged parents, met 
Ch‘én, the concubine of Liu Hui-ch‘uan, a 
trader in Manchuria with whom he was 
slightly acquainted, at a theatrical per- 
formance. He pretended to be very intimate 
with Liu Hui-ch‘uan, aud came to his house 
a few days after. Liu Hui-ch‘uan was in 
Manchuria on business, and his brother-in- 
law, An Shih-hsien, looked after his family, 
Wang T‘ai-lai was invited into an inner 
room by the girl Ch‘én, and there had 
adulterous intercourse with her. After this 
they met constantly. Liu Hui-ch‘uan’s 
wife, an invalid, could not, and Au Shib- 
hsien from fear of Wang T‘ai-lai, would 
not interfere with them. The girl Oh‘én 
ultimately drove An Shih-hsien away, on 
which Liu Hui-ch‘uau’s wife wrote to recal 
him home. She died before his arrival, 
but he nevertheless learnt all about Wang 
T‘ai-lai and Ch‘éu shih. On this, Wang 
T‘ai-lai continually pressed him to repay 
200 tiao, which he claimed to have advanc- 
ed to An Shih-hsien. The case came up 
for trial, when Ch‘en shih confessed the 
adultery ; and declared that only 18 tiao 
had been advanced for landtax, which Liu 
Hui-ch‘uan had. repaid, the rest being 
private presents to her. Wang T‘ai-lai 
refused to appear, and, when the Magis- 
trate applied to have him deprived of his 
rank, fearing to face a trial, he appealed 
to the Capital. Wang T‘ai-lai is cashiored, 
100 blows he had incurred being remitted 
as the offence occurred before the Act of 
Grace (10th June 1881). Liu Hui-ch‘uan_ 
may divorce Ch‘én-shih, and the money 
given her by Wang T‘ai-lai need not be 
collected. Referred by Rescript to the 
Board of Punishments to consider and re- 

ort. 

(5) Chang Shu-shéng requests tablets 
with inscriptious for the following temples ; 
—Temple of the God of War, Palladium 
Temple, and Dragon God Temple in Su- 
ning ; and Temple of the God of War in 
the Uh‘éng-an District. These honours are 
in return for constant divine aid vouchsafed 
in times of drought and flood—Granted 
by Rescript already published. 
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August 20th.—(1) Memorial from Chang 
Shu-shéeng and the High Authorities of 
Shun-t‘ien Fu, detailing the works executed 
in 1881-2 on the upper and lower courses 
of the Yungting River by the Huai-au and 
Hunan forces, and submitting a list of 
otticers who have distinguished themselves 
in their execution. 

(2) In a postscript memorial, Chang Shu- 
shéug forwards the report of the Tunnaye 
Dues collected at the Shan-hai Kuan. ‘The 
“regular” and ‘‘ supplementary ” assess- 
ments for 1881 have been collected in full, 
besides the ‘‘ extra supplementary ” asveas- 
ment, the total receipts amounting to Tls. 
80,000. There is a surplus of ‘Tis. 20,609 
odd after deducting the supplementary 
pay to the Bannermen (‘Tls. 24.40>), 
and the amount lost by the exemp- 
tion grauted to the grain-transports (‘Tls. 
34,980). This surplus will be applied 
to the construction of harbour deteuces, 
as the last year’s surplus (‘T'ls, 22,700 odd) 
proved insutlicient, and the sole revenue 
of Shan-hai Kuan consists in Customs re- 
ceipts.—Rescript ; Perused. 

(3) Iu another memorial, Chang Shu- 


sheng reports the duties collected by the - 


Customs Superintendent at Shan-hai Kuan 
for 1881. ‘he total receipts under the 
*‘regular assessment,” at all places of 
collection, were Tis. 61,642 ; those uuder 
‘¢extra assessment,” ‘Tis. 49,487. The 
numerous charges to be paid from the 
‘¢ regular assessment” receipts (chief among 
which are “pay” Tls. 20,599, relief fund 
Tis. 8,826, half of the rice, commuted for 
money payment, Tls, 12,495, and amount 
lost by exemption of grain-transports 
Tis, 41,180), exceed the receipts by Tle. 
24,405, which amount is, according to 
custom, supplied from the ‘‘ extra sup- 
plementary” assessment receipts. The 
‘‘ oxtra assessment” receipts are also fully 
consumed by the charges on them, and 
thus there is no balance in hand.—Rescript: 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

(4) In another postscript, Chang Shu- 
shéng requests permission to erect an 
Honorary Portal to a philanthropic licen- 
tiate (by purchase), Kao-k‘uan of the 
District of Hsiu-ho. His good deeds in 
establishing a college, assisting the dis- 
tressed, and subscribing money for the 
public necessity are set forth at length.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


August 21st. — (1) Wén Absiieh-pén, 


Intendant of the Salt Administration in 
Fuh-kien, reports takiny over the seals as 
acting Judge on the 22nd May. 

(2) Héng-hsiin, Tartar General of Hai- 
an, and Féng Yii-chi, Governor of Shensi, 


Google 


[Ave. 20—22. 






report that, the troops having now attained J) 
proficiency, educational requirements ma |! 
be attended to. The Memorialists propos f- 
certain reforms, and the cultivation of th: i 
land now retained as pasturage on tle } 
north bank of the Wei River, asa mea |. 
to the training of talent. Though may 
of the youths belonging to the Banners hate 
made considerable progress in literary 
studies, it is only by enyaying teachers this: 
the ignorant can be taught righteousnes 
and zeal for learning be stimulated. Th- 
Pasture Lands above referred to, are 22! 
ch‘ing 5 mu in extent (say, 3,500 acres), 
and are reported to be not liable w 
inundation. Since the troubles of the 
Rebellion, they have been left fallow. Far- 
mers will be invited to lease the land ; and 
the rent so obtained will, it is hoped. 
suttice for the salaries of the teachers aud 
the support of the students of the Colleyes 
it is proposed to found for the revival «i 
learning which has dwindled of late years. 
Aun annual account of income and expen: 
ture will be submitted to the Board.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


(3) The Literary Chancellor of Shausi, 
Wang Jén-k‘an, reports having concluded 
his tour of examination thoughout the 
province, 


(4) In a postscript, he requests that, in 
Shanai as in Honan, the cases of licentiates, 
who, having failed to appear for examina- 
tion, are legally liable to lose their degrees, 
but whose non-appearance was really due 
to the Famine, may be forwarded to the 
Board for consideration with a view to the 
restitution of their degrees.—Granted. 


(5) In another postscript, the same official 
proposes that only one of the six degrees 
tor the District of Hsii-kou in the prefecture 
of T‘ai-yiian, held over from last examina- 
tion on account of the paucity of candidates, 
be bestowed this year, as good candida'es 
are still few. The other five, he suggests, 
should be postponed till more candidates 
come forward.—Rescript : — Noted. | 


August 22ud.—(1) The Censorate Board 
report the following appeal. The com- 
plainant, Ch‘in Ju-ch‘ang, a native of 
Wu-hsiian in Kuaugsi states :—His father, 
Ch‘in Chih-chiin, was often ordered by the 
District Magistrate to manage the train- 
bands. 1877 he detected and revealed to 
the Magistrate a plot to seize the District 
City, which had been laid by Liao Yiian- 
ssi and others. Liao Yiian-sst fled ; but 
secretly returned the following year, and 
was concealed from the authorities in the 
house of a military licentiate, Huang 
Chan-ao. His wife, however, was arrested 
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and punished. For this the conspirators 
bore petitioner's father a grudge. In 
August 188 of Ch‘in Chih-chiin had to go 
on public business from his own village, 
Yuan-hao, to the East village by a byroad 
past Tsun-t‘ou. He was waylaid and 
murdered, at the instigation- of Huang 
Chan-ao, by Liao Yiian-ssii, Liao Lao- 
hsiieh and three others whose names are 
unknown. The petitioner seized the 
accessory, Liao Lao-hsiieh, and sent 


him to the Magistrate, who held an in-' 


quest on the murdered man. When con- 
fronted with Huang Chan-ao, Liao Lao- 
hsueh stated that he, Huang Chan-ao, was 
the principal in the murder. Huang Chan- 
ao, however, got off by bribery, and only 
Liao Lao-hsueh was punished. Petitioner 
complained to the provincial authorities in 
succession, including the Chancellor ; but 
the case was always remitted to the Magis- 
trate, and no trial held; wherefore he 
appeals to the Censorate.—Case referred 
in the usual way. 

(2) Wang Jen-k’an prays for permis- 
sion to have the lists of licentiates, de- 
ceased or unable to appear from having 
emigrated during the Famine, made up 
now; and that the legal deprivation of 
degrees be not enforced. e excuses 
the officers of Education on the ground of 
the impossibility of learning the fate of 
licentiates at such a time of distress,.— 

’ Granted. 
* (3) Ting Pao-chén, in a postscript memo- 
‘rial, protests against the proposed erection 
- Of Barriers at P‘ing-shan-k‘an and Wan- 
hu-t‘o by the Huat-an authorities, to cut 
off the importation of salt from Ssu-ch’uan 
‘ for the supply of the areas Ho-feng and 
’ Ch’ang-16 in Hupei. He also protests 
. against Tso Tsung-t’ang’s proposed govern- 
ment conveyance of salt, to be put into 
Consumption in the five prefectures and 
two departments of Hupei, which Ssu- 
ch’'uan and Huai salt are equally autho- 
 rised to enter, stating that no decree has 
» been received or consultation had anent 
this sudden change. ‘The Ssu-ch’uan 
traders would sutter neediess loss and 
hardship, if, as is rumoured, they had to 
_ dispose of all the Ssu-ch’uan salt in store 
- in Hupei within three months. Reseript: 
Perused. 
August 23rd.—(1) A Decree in reply to 
_ & memorial from the Literary Chancellor 
of Shun-tien Fu, who requests that regu- 
lations may be laid down for. the examina- 
tion of students from the Eight Banners 
. resident in the country around Peking. 
The Board of Ceremonies is directed to 
- consider this proposal and report. 
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(2) Wén Heii and Lu Péng report the 
arrest and punishment of the soldiers on 
the poststation (No. 5), at Chakehoku, 
69 li west of Wulan ¢‘ing, for illicitly 
inviting squatters to settle on the govern- 
ment waste-land around their post, and 
even within the boundaries of Mongolia. 
On a survey being held last year, it was 


discovered that some 15,000 shang (Ai) had 


been sold to the settlers, who had en- 
croached on Mongolia to an extent of 
20 ls by 8 li. A score or so of soldiers 
and some squatters were arrested and 
punished. Those who absconded will be 
separately dealt with. Rescript.—Let the 
Board of Punishments consider and report. 

(3) In a postscript, Wen-hsii prays that, 
in consideration of their long settlement, 
their vast numbers, and the amount spent 
on reclaiming the land, the squatters may 
be allowed to retain their settlements 


‘within the boundary line, which will be 


defined by a ditch and mound. The set- 
tlers beyond the boundary are to be trans- 
ferred to the waste-land inside it; no 
eugrossing of large tracts will be allowed, 
twenty or thirty shang only per man being 


allotted. The land around the poststations 


must not be sold except by government 
authority. A list of such lands will be 
kept, and illegal sales will entail confisca- 
tion of the land and punishment of the 
guilty parties. Rescript—Be it as is pro- 
posed. Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 

(4) The dismissal of Yu-ch’ien, an As- 
sistant Secretary of the Board of Ceremo- 
nies, on duty at the Hui Ling (Mausoleum 
of T’ung Chih), is requested for disobedi- 
ence to orders. ‘The anuual supply of fish 
from Moukden for sacrilicial purposes 
arrived this year in the sixth moon, The 
date on envelope of the despatch accom- 
panying it was fourth moon ; but the delay 
was satisfactorily accounted for by the 
otlicer who brought it, who explained that 
a piece of paper witha Fy (tive) on it, 
which had been pasted over the original 
date, had fallen off on the journey, Yu- 
cl’ien, nevertheless, refused to take deli- 
very of the fish till this explanation could 
be verified by a despatch from Moukden, 
He persisted in his insubordination, though 
repeatedly ordered’ to receive the fish, 
(See Gazette of July 30.) 

August 24th.—(1) A Decree. Kuei- 
héng has gone on a official mission. Let 
Sung-kuei act as Deputy Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral of the Mongol Plain White Banner. 

(2) The Censorate Board report the fol- 
lowing appeal. Li Fa-jung, a native of 





Jehol, complains of the murder of his three 
sons by Li Lu and his son and nephew, Li 
Chan-yuan and Li Chan-kuei. The two 
latter were on bad terms with the peti- 
tioner, who had caught them felling his 
timber. They retaliated by stupping his 
sons repairing a dyke on Li Lu’s land, 
which protected the village they all lived 
in from floods. Two brothers-in-law of 
Li Lu, knowing this, accused petitioner’s 
third son of abusing the Lis. This 
infuriated the three Lis that on the 
10th July 1880 they came armed to the 
petitioner’s house, and attacked his third 
son. They wounded him mortally and 
also killed petitioner's eldest son who 
came, unarmed, to the rescue, and his 
second son who was trying to flee. The 
usual story of bribery follows, with an 
additional charges against the Magistrate 
of reporting a tissue of lies, and sending 
to the prefecture only one offender.—Re- 
ferred in the usual manner. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t‘ang reports having for- 
warded the officials, sentenced to service 
on the postroads for their share in the 
San-pai-lou case, to the Board to be sent 
on to their destination.—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) In a postscript, Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
brings forward the meritorious conduct 


of Yang Yii-k‘o a Baron ( B) of the 


second class, formerly Brigade General 
in Kuangtung. The Memorialist begins 
by commenting on the desolation and the 
stagnation of trade caused, in the capital 
of Kiangsu especially, by the Rebellion— 
the people just running up thatched hovels 
to’ protect them from the weather. Though 
many years have elapsed since its restora- 
tion to the Empire, the locality has not 
even begun to recover from the effects of 
war. ‘The Memorialist, on reaching his 
post, strove to find a means of attracting 
population to this centre. The general 
opinion was that, as the people had no 
resources of their own, shops and houses 
must first be built on government land to 
encourage immigration. Her-upon Yang 
Yii-k’o came forward with with an offer of 
Tis. 20,( 00 for this purpose. The work has 
already assumed shape, and merchants are 
flocking to the city. Though Yang Yii-k‘o 
represents that he dare not request any 
reward, the Memorialist cannot but report 
to His Majesty his liberality and public 
spirit, to which the rapid success of the 
measure is entirely due.—Rescript : Let 
the Board consider what reward should be 
bestowed. 

(4) Lu T‘ing-fu, Literary Chancellor of 
Kausu, reports his assumption of ottice. 


Google 


120 


[Aua. 24—25. 


(5) Chang Shu-shéng reports the despatch J 
of officers to purchase horses in Mongolia 
for the Tientsin Coastguard Oavalry and 
Artillery, the Hupei Wu-i Battalion traus 
ferred to Chihli fur Coastguard service, the 
Ku-pei-k‘ou Cavalry, and the Cavalry 
of the Paoting ‘‘ Active” Battalion 
stationed at Ta-ming Fu. Passports and 
exemption from customs duties are asked 
for.—Rescript : Let the proper Board take 
note. 3 
(6) Ming An, Military Governor of 
Kirin, and Wén Haii, Acting Military 
Governor of Taitsihar, in a joint memorial, 
request the abolition of the twenty-six — 
customs stations,on the banks of the Sung- 
hua River, the boundary between their p 
provinces. These stations were established f 
in 1874, on the representation of the late |: 
Governors of Kirin and Tsitsihar that, as —: 
the boundary line was 600 li long, and a 
the river was frozen hard in winter, 
extra precautions against brigandage -were J. 
needed. The stations are found to be 
utterly useless, as the number of men at 
each is to» few to stop a band of mounted 
brigands. Moreover they are quartered 
on the inhabitants and oppress them, their 
patrolling being a mere farce. Tho 
Memorialists, after communicating their 
views to one another, concluded that 
the stations were a waste of money in 
both provinces and propose to use the 
militia for patrolling purposes.—Granted 
by Rescript. ; 

August 25th.—(1) A Decree—.The Cen- 
sor, Hsieh Oh‘ien-héng, reports to Us that 
the officers of Education in Fuhkien extort 
from the newly-made licentiates at the 
prefectural and provincial examinations 
‘teaching’ and ‘introduction’ fees, and 
bully and illtreat such as refuse to pay ; 
that all licentiates advanced to be ‘* Sala- 
ried,” appointed ‘‘Senior,” chosen to be 
‘* special,” or recommended as ‘* Meritori- 
ous” Licentiates, must agree to pay fees; 
that, moreover, these officers take on them 
to make arrests and extort money in all 
cases of quarrels, or disputes about mar- 
riages, among the licentiates. The levy of 
illegal fees and presents, and interference 
in legal cases are by law most strictly for- 
bidden to officers of education. Let the 
Governor-General and the Governor, in 
concert with the Literary Chancellor, 
sternly repress the above mentioned prac- 
tices, if they do really exist. As it is 
to be apprehended that like malpractices 
may be prevented in other provinces, let 
the High Provincial Authorities of all the 
provinces proclaim the legal prohibition, 
and with renewed zeal search for any such 
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ffenders, who shall be rigorously de- 
ounced and punished, that the law may 
e respected. : 

(2) A Decree, in reply to the request of 
he Censor, Li Chao-hsi, that the High 
)fficials be reprimanded for careless re- 
ommendation of officers. Wang Ting-an, 
ntendant of the. Chi-ning Circuit in 
shansi, was recommended for special em- 
loyment by Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian. He ulti- 
nately turned out rapacious, self-seeking, 
nd thoroughly vicious and untrustworthy. 
uct Tsé6ng Kuo-ch‘iian be handed over to 
‘he Board for the determination of 
venalty. Henceforth the High Official 
Metropolitan and Provincial, must in 
‘everent obedience to repeated Decrees, 
de sincere in recommendations. They must 
10t choose men at random or hearsay, 
which is a prolific cause of partiality and 
wrongful recommendation, and will render 
them liable to punishment. They must 
2zudeavour to second the deep desire of the 
sovereign to carefully select men of talent 
and find out real ability. 

(3) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
from the Censor, Li Chav-hsi, who reports 
that, in the departments and districts of 
Shantung, the notices of the date of col- 
lecting the land tax are received for issue 
by the clerks and underlings, who pay 
the amount of the tax into the Yamén 
chest, and afterwards exact manifuld re- 
payment from the people ; if their demands 
are not satisfied, they appeal to the autho- 
rities to prosecute the so-called defaulters. 
The land tax is a regular impost, the clerks 
must not be suffered to make it a pretext 
for extortion and a source of annoyance 
to the people. Let Jén Tao-jung strictly 
forbid the practice, and punish the offen- 
.ders on complaint by the people. ‘he 
local authorities must not shield them at 
all.’ As it is to be feared that the other 
_ provinces can hardly have escaped such 
malpractices, let all the Governors- 
General and Governors make enquiry and: 
prohibit them, to the punishment of ex- 
_tortionate underlings and the promotion 
of the people’s subsistence. 

(4) Li Ho-nien, Governor of Honan sub- 
mits a list of officials, whom he proposes 
to degrade or dismiss. (See Gazette of 
_ Ast Auuust.) 

, (5) Yii-lu, Governor of Anhui, reports 
_ the escape of a prisoner, under sentence of 
. Immediate execution for burglary and 

wounding, from the house used as a prison 
, % Kuang-t6 Chou. The Magistrate was 
. absent on public business : and, during the 
_ Usual storm and slumber of the guards, 

Who are only charged with neglect, not col- 
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lusion, the prisoner got away. The Magis- 
trate, though absent, is handed over to the 
Board for adjudication, because he failed to 
provide against the possibility of escape ; 
the jailors are to be tried at the provincial 
capital; and the prisoner must be recap- 
tured. 

August 26th.—(1) A Decree appointing 
Ch‘éu Pao-ch‘én a Reader, and Ch‘ien 
Kuei-sén an Expositor, of the Hanlin 
College. 

(2) A long report from the Fuhkien 
authorities, detailing the history of an 
alleged case of wrongful execution. Tho 
acts are as follows :—Lin Wén-ming, a 
military licentiate of the district Changhua 
in Formosa, served in his elder brother 
Lin Wén-ch‘a’s battalion, and was recom- 
mended for the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel 
and the decoration of the peacock’s fea- 
ther. Relying on this position, he usurped 
possession of his uncle Lin Wan-té’s pro- 
perty, debauched women and girls, and, if 
opposed, slew his adversaries and burned 
their houses. Of these crimes he was ac- 
cused by Lin Ying-shih and others; and 
Yiig-kwei, Governor-General at the time, 
sent officers to investigate the matter. On 
this Lin Wén-ming fortified a strong posi- 
tion he occupied, and collected a body- 
guard to protect himself. He was ulti- 
mately induced to appear before the court ; 
but, before the injury was concluded, he 
made off, took to the hills with a band of 
brigands, and leagued himself with the 
aboriginal savages. His capture was ord- 
ered, and a proclamation offering a free 
pardon to his followers published, while 
he was meantime deprived of his rank 
for convenience of capture. In 1869, 
he established himself outside the city 
of Chang-hua under pretence of wish- 
ing to sacrifice there. The civil and mili- . 
tary forces were put in motion to effect his 
arrest. and, on reaching the city, found 
him with a band of followers at the Yamén 
gate, demanding to be confronted with 
Lin Ying-shih. A fight ensued, in which 
four brigands and five volunteers were 
killed. Lin Wén-ming was wounded, over- 
powered, and bound. It was originally 
intended to send him up for trial ; but an 
attempt at his rescue by his band, led to his 
being executed on the spot. On receiving 
news of this his followers fled and told his 
family, whom they incited to revenge, 
His mother, whose maiden name was Tai, 
appeased their wrath ; but in 1870 suddenly 
appealed by proxy, a step which she re- 
peated in 1876 and 1877. On the case being 
referred to the authorities of Formosa, 
Lin Wén-ming was proved to be the guilty 
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party in over 40 cases of murdvr, rape, 
arson and trespass. His mother’s asser- 
tions that he was ‘cajoled,’ ‘the victim of 
@ conspiracy,’ ‘detamed,’ and ‘falsely 
accused,’ are all proved to be fabrications. 
The land Lin Wen-ming usurped is to be 
restored, Lin Wén-miny’s nephew, Lin 
Chao-tung, consents, on his grandmother’s 
behalf, to cease litigation, Lhe proper 
Papeete of a rebel’s family has not 
een exacted in this case, which. however, 
is not to serve as a precedent. The subor- 
dinate officials are to blame for not settl- 
ing the associated cases at once and so 
saving lony litigation ; but, as one has 
been already cashiered and the other is 
dead, no further proceedings need be 
taken against them. A young girl, who 
was carried off by Lin Weéa-ming and 
violated, aud who committed suicide in 
consequence, is to be awarded an Honorary 
Tablet. (See Gazette of 4th August.) 

In a postscript, an Honorary Portal is 
asked for and granted to Lin Wén-ming’s 
mother, Lin Tai-shih, now nearly 100 
years old, for dissuading her son’s fol- 
Jowers from violence in 1870, and for 
having on the whole brought up her grand- 
sons well ; also because her son, Lin Wen- 
ch‘a, died in battle for his country. 


August 27th.—(1) A Decree, in reply to 
a Memorial from Pu Lien, commanding the 
Library of Imperial Inscriptions to write 
an inscription for a tablet to be placed in 
the Temple of the Five Spiritual Beings 
outside the town of Malanyii, in return for 
the miraculous disappearance, in answer to 
prayer, of the caterpillars that were eating 
the pines inside the boundary wall of the 
Eastern Mausolea. 

(2) Kung Tang, Military Licutcnant- 
Governor of Urumts’i, forwards a third list 
‘of ofticers and men who died in battle, or 
fell victims to the rebellion, at Turfan and 
Guchén, The list includes 210 names, and 
marks of approval are requested. In an 
enclosure Kung T‘ang adds the name of 
Wo Ho, Lieutenant-Colunel at Chimusarh, 
who was killed on the capture of that city 
by the rebels. His widow brought his case 
before the Censurate, who wrote to the 
Memorialist. 


(3) Wén Hsii reports having issued rifles 
to the 500 militia retained during summer 
and autumn, the ‘ robber season, ” at 
Hulan-t‘ing, The Memorialist has made 
Ch‘éng Fu, their leader, who has seen much 
service against brigands, and was highly 
esteemed by ‘Tu Hsing-a, a former Governor 
of Moukden, independent of the Deputy 
Lieutenant-Goyernor, that he may be free 
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strates took the proper steps to relieve the 


to act as he deems fit against the brigands. 
—Rescript: Noted. 

(4) The arrival of Shéng An, Military 
Conmnnissioner at Guchén, at his post, 
announced by the Governor of Urumts’i. 

August 28th.—(1) Li Wén-min, Govern: 
of Kiangsi, reports inundations in Yii-sha: 
District and other places. The Memorials: 
states that from the beginning of Jan. 
rain fell, and towards the end of the mont), 
the lakes and rivers were swollen br 
excessive rains. In Yii-shan, the moui- 
tain-streams were in violent flood, and the 
river suddenly rose many feet. Houses 
were overthrown and many lives lost. 4 
similar disaster befell Shang-jao, which 
lies in a line with Yii-shan, and some 
damage was done in the adjoining distric: 
of Kuang-hsing. The Prefect and Mais 


sufferers, A lony list of places similarly 
afflicted and the conduct of different Mazis- 
trates follows, the details varying but slight. 
ly. The Memorialist points out that the tive 
Districts that have suff-red most severely 
cannot vbtain suflicient relief from ther 
own resources ; and reports that Tls, 14,00. 
have been issued by the Financial Con- 
missioner by the Memorialist’s order: 
Other districts are to be relieved by 
advances from the reserve funds or poll-tas 
receipts. The carly rice in the district u- 
visited by this calamity has been garnered. 
and the late crop planted. The price vi 
grain is unaffected, and the peuple remain 
quiet. (For Decree see Gusette of bib 
August.) 

(2) Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian reports his arrival 
in Kuangtung, (where he is to act as 
Governor-General.)° 

(3) Li Wen-min recommends Té Haing. 
Sub-prefect at Kiukiang and several other 
officers of inferior rank for their exertion 
in international matters. The Memoriaiist 
states that these ofticers have supported 
the late and present Inspectors in the re- 
form of abuses aud the fostering of trade, 
so that foreiyners and natives alike willingly 
shew them respect. When questions con- 
cerniny foreigners arise, they arrange them 
impartially in accordance with the Treaty. 
and are swayed neither by impulse nor by 
partiality. The receipts have of late years 
Increased. Althoush the flourishing state ot 
the Customs is owiny to the fulfilment of 
his duty by the Inspector, yet such a happy 
result could not be arrived at except by 
the counsel and support of the general 
body vf oflicials.—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) Ts‘én Yii-ying, newly appointed 
Governor-General of the Hukuang  pro- 
vinces, reports that uune ef the deticit in 
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the accounts of the late Magistrate of Kuei- 
yang district and other oflicials has been 
paid up, though these officers were pressed 
for payment within a given time. The 
Governor proposes to allow them two 
months in which to pay the full amount.— 
Kescript: Granted. 

August 29th.—(1) Decree appointing Hu 
Ch‘ing-jui, Prefect of Ho-chien Fu in 
Chihli. . 

(2) Decree, in answer to Ch‘éng Tuan’s 
denial of the charges brought against him 
(see Gazette of August 3rd), directing Pi 
Tao-yiian and Chou Chia-mei to ascertain 
the truth or falsity of Ch‘éng Tuan’s state- 
ment, that the Magistrate of Ch‘ang-p‘ing 
Chou got the people to trump up false 
charges ayainst him. 

(3) Decree, appointing Wén Ying to be 
Inspecting Censor of the Mongol Plain 
Blue Banner. 

(4) Decree, appointing A Ch‘any-ah and 
Ch‘ing Lin to be Examiners of Manchu 
Translation at the approaching examina- 
tions; Yilipu and Hsii K‘o-kang to be 
Inspectors of the above; Hsiang Yu and 
Ch‘in Chung-chien to call the roll (of the 
candidates as they enter the Hall). 

(5) Decree, appointing the Prince of Yii, 
T‘ung-hua, Ching Hsin, Hsing Lien, Pi 
Tao-yuan, Ch‘ing Fu, Ch‘ény Chih, Ching 
Jui, Jung Kuei, and Ho Kun to be 
Searchers (of the candidates). 

(6) The Board of War report the penalty 
incurred by ‘'é P‘ing-ah, Ninguta Military 
Deputy Lieutenant-Governor for not issu- 
ing pay to his battalions two months after 
it was due and he had received the 
amount ; and, also, for depusiting the money 
in a bank on purpuse to withhold it from 
the troops. He loses three steps under the 
Statute ayainst grave misconduct, and is 
not allowed to commute the punishment. 
(See Gazettes of Sth August and Ist July.) 

(7) Memorial from Chang Chih-tung, 
reporting the abuses of the administration 
in Shansi, and his proposed refurms. ‘The 
Memorialist premises that the one remedy 
for the distress of Shansi has been said of 
late to be the restoration of the ideal con- 
dition (75a! of the people. But, the 
Memorialist argues, the ideal condition 
of the people must have been impaired by 
outward maleticent influences, and can 
only be restored by beneficent ones, Now, 
in the opinion of the Memorialist, the Em- 
pire, the people, and the otticials have each 
of them an ideal condition —good govern- 
ment, unoppressed industry, upright ad- 
Ministration respectively—and it is to 

the restoration of each and all of these 
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in Shansi that his reforms tend. The 
Memorialist then draws a dark picture 
of the state of Shansi. Since the reign 
Hsien Féng, when its condition might be. 
called comparatively excellent, public and 
private abuses have been transmitted in 
ever-increasing number. Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian could not purify the administra- 
tion. All his energies were directed to 
providing against the Famine ; he had to 
put up with temporary shifts, and could 
not adopt vigorous reforms. Law and 
principle were alike trampled under foot, 
while Pao Héng acted as Governor. Wei 
Juny-kuang was transferred to Kiang- 
su before he had time to carry out his 
plans, but detailed all the advantages 
and defects of the province to the Memo- 
rialist. After some months’ consideration 
of the position, the Memorialist clearly 
perceived that the embarrassments and 
poverty, public and private, of Shansi 
were such that utter ruin was at hand. 
Resvurces were wanting ; ability impossible 
to obtain ; the administration of the higher 
posts was not under the eontrol of the 
titular holder; the small officials were 
restrained by no fear of the law ; the people 
were habituated to that idleness which 
hastened their destruction ; scholarship 
was at a low ebb, and learning neglected ; 
the military organization grew more lax 
every day ; the underlings were audacious 
in ill-doing. The province was like an 
emaciated body, attacked by a hundred 
maladies and sores.: Only reform, at once 
external and internal, could give relief, The 
Memorialist submits his proposals under 
twenty heads. ‘lhe tirst six tend to the sup- 
port of the people. They are :—1.—The en- 
couragement of the cultivation of the waste 
lands. 2.—The settlement of the reor- 
ganization measures. 3.—The lightening 
of the corvée. 4.—The abolition of the 
burdens imposed under the present land- 
tax system. 5.—The storage of grain. 6. 
—The prohibition of opium. The next 
two afford a check on ofticial underlings by 
promoting economy. They are :—7.—The . 
reduction of the public charges. 8.—The 
abolition of assessment for public purposes. 
The following, by rooting out malversation, 
improve the finances. They are five :— 
9.—The settlement of all affairs pending 
before a change of officials. 10.—The 
auditing of the funds in the government 
treasuries. 11.—The prevention of official 
malpractices. 12.—The regulation of lekin. 
13.—The restoration of the salt adiministra- 
tion. Wealth is stimulated by aiding 
agriculture, the effect of the next two. 14. 
—The development of the resources of the 
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country. 15.—The promotion of labour 


and trade. 16.—The improvement of edu- 
cation, which improves morality by giving 
importance to the scholar. 17.—The 
provision of adequate military resources. 
18.—The training of native troops. 19.— 
The suppression of the first signs of rob- 
bery. 20.—The improvement of the border 
government. These four are designed for 
the strengthening of the province by secur- 
ing its borders. These reforms are all 
natural and ordinary ; there is no idea of 
claiming extraordinary merit, or advan- 
tage, or special activity on account of 
them. The Memorialist complains of the 
inefficiency and carelessness of the Shansi 
officials, which he ascribes to the want of 
principle and equity in the late High 
Authorities. The inefficient the Memorialist 
has denounced from time to time, and thus 
has been able to make all his subordinates 
zealous and upright. The Memorialist 
asks His Majesty’s special protection and 
favour in his undertaking, as the expenses 


of the reorganization are very heavy and. 


some money.must be retained to meet 
them. (See Gazette of 2nd August. For 
the details of the proposed measure see the 
Gazettes of August 29th, 30th, 31st, and of 
September Ist, 2ud and 3rd). 

(8) Another memorial from Chang Chih- 
tung. The Memorialist found the accounts 
in connection with the reorganization of 
Shansi, owing to the multiplicity of the 
details, in a state of great confusion. After 
examination of the items as reported by 
the Commissioners and the Board of Re- 
organization, he ascertained that, under 
the heading of ‘‘ Economy in Reorganiza- 
tion,” there was a vast surplus. It origin- 
ated in six sources: 1—The surplus of the 
money issued for the expenses of transport, 
returned after the report had been sent in 
to the Board. 2—The funds for the ex- 
penses of the Ssii-ch‘uan Relief Office, not 
spent but all sent to Shansi. 3—Extra 
supplementary subscriptions from Tientsin, 
and the subsidy for ‘ measuring expenses. 
4—The surplus on the exchange of silver 
sent from the various provinces. 5—The 
xepayment of the price paid for cattle for 
the famine districts. 6—The sale of the 
horses contributed from Mongolia, and of 
the grain-sacks, The total amounts to over 
Tis. 228,000. This sum the Memorialist pro- 
poses to apply to the purchase of stores of 
grain, and the building of granaries. The 
short supply of grain has ever been the 
cause of distress in Shansi. The grain is 
to be purchased at the town of Pao-t‘ou in 
Salach ‘i t‘ing outside the pass, where it is 
half the price it is in the province. When 


Google 


[Ave. 29-30, 


the price rises, the grain will be taken by 


water to Chi-k‘ou (the carriage being]: 


covered by the sale of a third of th 
amount), and there stored in stone granaries, | 
These granaries, when full, will be sealed up, 9 
and placed under the charge of the Assistau 4°: 
Sub-prefect of Chi-k‘ou. Chang Shu-p‘inz, [* 


Acting Brigade General of Ta-t‘ung Brigade, J 


is recommended from his constant residence 
at Pao-t‘ou, and his excellent character 
and abilities, to conduct the buying opers- 
tions at that place. 


great expense of keeping an officer eou- 
stantly at Pao-t‘ou to watch the market, 





His subordinates ca |: 
perform the necessary duties, and thus th: }- 


will be saved. The Memorialist concludes } * 


by pointing out the safeguard the new}: 


measure will affurd against famine. The 


arrangement will be complete in two years. }* 


—Noted. 


August 30th.—(1) A Decree—Yi-mo re : 


ports the arrest of a criminal who forced his | ° 


way into the East Gate of the Palace, and 


requests that he may be handed over to the | 
Board for punishment. The Forbidden Ciy | 


is an important place and should be kept 
inviolate. Yet, on the night of the 16th 
instant, there was an offender, Heian: 
Wan-hsiian, walking on the wall of the 


Guardhouse to the east of the East Gate of } - 


the Palace. 
ous act. 


This was, indeed, an audac- 
Let Hsiang Wan-hsiian be handed 


over to the Board of Punishments to be ]- 


examined and most severely punished. 
The Guardhouse is under the charge of the 


Court of Sacrificial Worship:—Let the heads {- 


of that Court investigate the matter. 


(2) A Decree, cashiering the Jail Warden : 
of Lai-shui District in Chihli, on account |: 


of the escape of a prisoner, and giving 
orders for his trial along with his subor- 
dinates. The Magistrate is cashiered, but 
retained at his post to effect the recapture 
of the prisoner within a given time, 

(3) A Decree according tablets with in- 
scriptions to the Palladium Temple in 


Huangpei District in Hupei, on accountof § : 


divine aid against a plague of locusts and 
during the Tai-ping rebellion, and to the 
Temple of the Spirit of Mulanshan, where 
the inhabitants built a fort and escaped the 
Tai-ping rebels. 

(4) A Memorial from Chang Chih-tung. 
The Memorialist says the extent of waste 
land reported in the survey of 1880 was 
far from the true amount, that survey be- 
ing hasty and superficial. The consequence 
is that the cultivation of these lands is 
impeded by their liability to taxation while 
the collection of taxes from them is impos- 
sible. The Board of Reorganization now 
reports the extent of waste-land to be 10,000 
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ch‘ing. The Famine drove away or killed 
half the original proprietors of this land, 
few of whom have yet returned. The 
farmers, finding labour dear, the jungle 
dense, and capital scarce, and being also 


afraid of the exaction of the taxes and” 


fees, await events in idleness. The Me- 
morialist condemns the present system of 
levying taxes on all appropriated waste 
lands from the 8th year Kuang-hsii, and on 
all unappropriated from the 9th year 
Kuang-hsii, without considering whether 
cultivation has been begun or no; and 
proposes that those waste-lands in the 
04 Departments and Districts, Yang-ch’i, 
etc., on which cultivation has been com- 
menced, shall pay taxes from the 8th year 
of Kuang-hsii or first half of the 9th year, 
while those, appropriated or not, on which 
cultivation has not been begun, shall not 
become liable to taxation till three years 
from the date of the commencement of 
cultivation. No exaction of government 
service or fees for title deeds is tu be made 
from the new settlers, who, when really 
without resources, will be given funds to 
buy seed and cattle.—(For Decree see 
Gazette of August 2nd.) 

(5) In a Postscript Memorial, Chang 
Chih-tung deals with the opium question in 
Shansi. The Memorialist states that there 
is hardly a district in Shansi that does 
oot grow opium, some more, some less. 
Tho soil is rendered barren and the 
cultivators injured, with the result that 
no corn is planted, no rice stored up. 
This was one great cause of the Famine of 
1877; but the people continue their old 
practices. Some critics say the cultivation 
should not be prohibited. These, says the 
Memorialist, are men of little experience, 
or afraid to face the difficulties of the 
undertaking. The Mémorialist replies that 
there are four reasons why the prohibition 
is indispensable. These are ; first, Shansi 
has always been to some extent dependent 
on other provinces for her food supply, and 
the cultivation of opium entirely deprives 
her of home-grown breadstuffs. Thus, the 
opium-producing districts suffered most 
from the Famine. The cultivation, then, 
is clearly baneful to the peuple as well as 
injurious to agriculture, and, unless it is 
checked, on the recurrence of calamity, 
the province will be helpless. Secondly, 
the scanty water-supply of Shanai has 
to be devoted to this noxious herb, 
which renders the ground -unfit for the 
cultivation of cereals. Thirdly, owing to 
the general prevalence of opium smoking, 
(60 p.c. in the country, 80 p.c. in the cities), 
everyone is emaciated, every household 
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rises late, and all are idle, listless, without 
energy ; the officials are inefficient, the 
labourers inactive; the poor are made 
poorer, the weak weaker, by the indulgence 
of this habit, to which even women and 
girls are addicted. What peril will Shansi 
be in, ten years hence! Fourthly, foreign 
opium is only admitted under prohibitive 
duties ; but how can murmuring be stupped, 
if the spread of opium-growing in the 
interior is left unchecked ? 

The difticulties in the way of stopping 
the growth arise partly from the alternate 
severity and indulyence of the officials, and 
partly from the desire of the underlings 
to exact heavy charges from the cultiva- 
tion. ‘These abuses must be checked be- 
fore any success can be attained. The 
Memorislist is of opinion that systematic 
and gradual measures alone can succeed. 
First, one must deal with the rich lands, 
then with the poor and stony ; first restore 
the central and then the outlying districts. 
The measure is to be entrusted to the 
village headmen, not vainly committed to 
the clerks, ‘The sowing must be prohi- 
bited ; to attempt the destruction of the 
full-blown flower is useless. The people 
are to be moved to grateful. co-operation 
by the stern repression of injustice, and 
the strict regulation of official inspection. 
The Memorialist has by every means in 
his power endeavoured to -reform ‘the 
officials, civil and military, and has esta- 
blished a refuge, similar to Li Hung- 
chang’s at Tientsin. Officers who will not 
give up the habit are to be dismissed. 

(6) In another Postscript Memorial, 
Chang Chih-tung requests that Ju Ch‘un- 
hua, an expectant Colonel, acting as Colonel 
of the Lu-an Regiment, may be degraded 
to the rank of Second Captain. This 
officer is proved to have, on his appoint- 
ment to Lu-an, borrowed Tis. 70 from the 
military funds in the hands of the Sergeant, 
Chéng-lu, to be deducted from his salary ; 
to have also borrowed money from other 
sergeants; to have given orders to the 
troops of his battalions and military posts 
to open a subscription list for the repair 
of the Temple of the God of War ; to have 
frequently sent soldiers on his private 
business and paid their expenses out of 
the battalion-pay ; and to have transferred 
a corporal to act as sergeant, though he 
declared the corporal did not agree with 
the people. 

(7) In another Postscript, Chang Chih- 
tung reports having established an office 
for the supply of the articles needed at the 
Provincial Examination, on the model of 
the excellent system that has been in force 


districts were disturbed and annoyed. 
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in Kiangnan, Chéxiany and Hupei since the 
Rebellion. The Examination Hall has 
been repaired, and quarters built for the 
candidates to rest in. The Memorialist 
hopes by this means to do away with the 
exactions, annoyances, and extravagance of 
the old system. Under the old system, 
the examinatiou was under the charge of 
the Magistrate of Yang-ch‘ii District, the 
articles required being supplied by the 
merchants of the capital and the people of 
the neighbouring districts. This led to 
much tyranny and oppression of the petty 
traders and husbandmen. Every article 
was sold at three times its price in examina- 
tion years. The underlings of the Super- 
visors, Proctors, ete., etc., exacted fees 
from the Magistrate, whose rank was lower 
than their masters’ ; the supplies were 
wasted, the buildingsin ruins. he Mavis- 
trate in charge, the artiticers and labourers, 
the candidates and ofticial« all were oppres- 
sed, only the brokers aud underlings were 
benefited. Though the whole expenses of 
one examination were only Tls. 20,2000, 
the Magistrate lost Tls. 30,000 or Tls. 
40,000. More than ten departments and 
The 
embarrassed state of Shansi led the Memo- 
rialist to adopt the proposed remedies for 
this state of affairs.—Rescript: Noted. 


August 31lst.—(1) A Postscript Memorial 
from Chang Chih-tung denouncing Pao 
Héng (Acting Governor in 1880) and Wang 
Ting-an (Acting Financial Commissioner in 
1880.) The Memorialist states that the 
failure of Shansi to recover from the effects 
of the famine is entirely due to the above 
officials’ misdeeds. These the Memorialist 
enumerates as follows:—They made light of 
the people’s sufferings. Pav Héng lavished 
the funds for reorganisation, but would 
not issue cattle and seed to the farmers. 
In his survey of the waste lands he fixed 
too short a limit for the return, and re- 
fused the report of the Yii-tz’i Mayistrate, 
in whose district the land lay tallow, and 
the people were scattered abroad. = In 
other places waste land was returned as 
cultivated, and seed-corn applied for was 
refused. 

(2) They wasted the Treasury Funds. 
Instances are adduced. Their applying 
the funds of the Board of Reorganisation 
to their own purposes has caused an enor- 
mous deficit in them. 

(3) They oppressed the lower officia's, 
by changing the irregular fees, which were 
rarely exacted in full, into public charves, 
punctually extorted. (See Gazette of ¢ 3rd 
September.) 
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Pao Héng further gave to his servants 
the interest on 70,000 taels of Government 
money which he lent out. Wang Tinyg-an 
made his near relation, the Assistant- 
Prefect Huang Hsiao-lien, head of the 
Government Iron Office. He also estab- 
lished a Military Manufactures office aud 
spent several lacs of taels on it; his ac- 
counts show many ‘ nameless ” expenses. 
Wang Ting-an originated ayrant of T1s.5, 000 
to the Financial Commissioner, and of 
Tls. 1,000 to the Intendant as extra allow- 
ances. When he acted as Judge (for ten 
days), he wanted to have the full annual 
allowance; and when the official body 
would not permit this, he drew an extra 
allowance of Tls. 500 from the Reorganiza- 
tion Funds. In 1879-80, when Shansi was 
in the depths of misery, and Chinese and 
foreigners alike were anxious to assist her, 
the Yaméns of the officials were illumi- 
nated, theatrical performances took place, 
there was continual feasting, and the 
‘* presents” were more than ever. Who is 
responsible for these vicious practices but 
the high officials? All the misgovernment 
of Shansi originated with Wang Ting-an 
and was carried out by Pao Heng. Pao 
Héng has been already cashiered, and 
Wang Ting-an has gone on sick leave. The 
Memorialist requests that the former may 
be punished,. the latter cashiered. -(See 
Gazette of 2nd August.) 

(4) Memorial from Chang Chih- tung. 
The Memorialist, on his arrival i in Shansi, 
asked what were the hardships of the 
officials, by way of learning those of the 
people. The universal answer he received 
was that the general contribution systein 
was the burden of the mazistrates. This 
system cannot legally be abolished, as the 
public service expenses of the whole pro- 
vince depend on it. Several former gover- 
nors considered how to abolish it, or how 
to provide other means for supplying the 
public service. The amount has varied from 
time to time ; at present there are contri- 
butions for seventeen purposes, which the 
Memorialist enumerates. These are chiefly 
the extra expenses of the public exemina- 
tions, of the administration of justice 
or the transport of the provincial suppies 
The 
total amount may be put at Tis. 100,000. 
It. is indeed the chief burden of the ofticials. 
The Magistrates of Departments and Dis- 
tricts, not having the means to meet these 
demands, either misapply the regular funds, 
or borrow whatever they can from other 
sources. If they do forward the fall 
amount, it is only by dennding themselves 
of all their resources, or even, in suine 
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ases, by illicitly levying money from the 
eople, or by taking bribes, or by selling 
ustice in lawsuits. The Memorialist, in 
is desire to purify the administration of 
hansi, had first to do away with the 
vntribution system, that the Magistrates 
right not be driven by necessity, on the 
ne hand, to grind down the people, or on 
he other, to embarrass the State by their 
lefaleations. Shansi is a very poor pro- 
vince, its most fertile spots being far in- 
erior to the land of other provinces. The 
eduction of allowances and salary, and the 
\dditional burden of the contributions have 
nade excellent men few and upright men 
carce among the officiaJs. The complica- 
ions in the accounts on a change of officers, 
thich often are left ten years without set- 
lement, are also due, in great part, to 
he contribution system. The whole body 
yflicials are depressed and saddened by 
eing entangled in cases in which default- 
ts have absconded ; not one delights in 
he upright fulfilment of his duty. For 
ome months the magistrates throuzhout 
he province, in obedience to the Memo- 
jalist’s orders, considered what contribu- 
ions could be abolished, what curtailed. 
{ plan of action has now been decided on, 
md a special office, the ‘‘Clear Source 
3ureau,”’ established, to carry out the aboli- 
ion of the contributions or the substitution 
ff other sources of supply. The Memoria- 
ist concludes by stating that, as the sums 
»wing on account of contributions cannot 
»» exacted, the proper funds for pressing 
recessities are constantly found to be want- 
ng, because they have been used to supply 
che deficit in the contributions, Thus the 
ontribution system, in the first instance, 
.ojures the officials, andin the end, ruins the 
inances. The accounts connected with it, 
vlone of all the revenue records of Shansi, 
are complicated and confused ; the pay- 
aent of money owing has been deferred, 
yther sums have been applied to meet the 
sharges ; the old and new debts are not 
listinguished. In all probability this 
‘ystem offers the widest field for the 
‘ogueries of clerks and the cunning em- 
sezzlements of underlings.—Rescript: Let 
che proper Board consider and report. 

(5) Ming-an reports a case of extortion. 
Yung-ch‘ing, a noble of the 8ch rank, an 
ytticer of the Erh-tao River barrier, took 
uivantage of the prohibition, at present in 
‘orce, against the slaughter of plough-oxen, 
‘o frighten a man, named Hsin Ch‘ang- 
ing, a pedlar whose cart was drawn by 
oxen, into paying him a bribe to be allowed 
tu pass. Hsin Ch‘ang-ling, when further 
ucmands were made on him, complained to 
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the authorities. The case was tried, and 
the money ordered to be repaid. ‘The dis- 
missal of Yung-ch‘ing is requested and 
granted. 

September Ist.—(1) A Decree, in reply 
to the Memorial of Censor Li Ying, who 
advocates the establishment of a system 
for the regulation of the increase in the 
number of salt warrants in Huai-an pre- 
fecture, commanding the Board of Revenue 
to consider and report. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to a Memorial 
from Wei Jung-kuang, directing the State 
Historiographer’s Office to include in the 


Record of Scholars (fag PK fh) the bio- 
graphy of Liu Hai-tsai, originally Secretary 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction, after- 
wards Literary Chancellor in Kuangtung, 
from which post he retired on account of 
ill health. He was afterwards head of the 
Lung Mén College at Shanghai. 


(3) Postscript Memorial from Chang 
Chih-tung, requesting that the Lu-an silk, 
lustriny, and paper which Shansi ought by 
law to supply to the capital, may be com- 
muted for the payment of the legal price, 
the legal carriage allowances and the 
Boards’ ration allowances. The above 
articles the Memorialist observes are of 
little value, and far inferior to the articles 
of the same kind produced in other pro- 
vinces. ‘The cost of supplying them is for 
silk five times, for lustring and for paper 
ten times, the legal cost. The famine, 
moreover, has scattered the workmen or 
caused them to abandon the work, so that 
now instead of the 1,000 spinners formerly 
in Tsé-chou, there is butone. The carriage 
of these bulky articles, especially when the 
extra weight of the packing cases and the 
escort’s bagyage is considered, costs vast 
sums, which have to be contributed by the 
whole province. If one district fails to 
forward its quota of the expenses, the 
entire transport is stopped. The supply 
is, consequently, many years in arrear. 
The Memorialist points out that, with 
the increased steamer-communication of 
the present time, any article can be pro- 
cured cheap and good in the City, and 
therefore proposes that the Boards of 
Works and of Revenue should buy the 
articles required there. This course will 
at once save the Boards the trouble of 
pressing for the supply from Shansi, and- 
the people and oflicials of Shansi the 
burden of manufacture, contribution, and 
escort. To show that such a step is not 
unprecedented the Memorial concludes with 
the history of the successive abulitions and 
re-enfurcuments of the supply of these 


128 


(Serr. 1—2. 





articles from the reign of Kienlung to the 
present time. Rescript :—Perused. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Chang 
Chih-tung, reporting the measures he has 
taken to lighten the corvée on the five great 
roads of Shansi. This, the Memorialist 
remarks, was the measure that pressed 
most cruelly on the people. In large dis- 
tricts 50,000 strings of cash used to be 
levied for this purpose, which sum was all 
divided amongst the officials and clerks. 
Iu the Districts along the highroads were 
established ‘‘cart depdéts,” where the 
horses and mules and the carts exacted 
from the surrounding country were im- 
pounded, and those of travellers detained. 
The officials at these depédts either levied 
blackmail on passers-by or extorted a 
fixed sum at regular intervals—e.g. seve- 
eral thousand cash a month on a cart. 
The result of this was that Shansi was 
shuuned by all carters, muleteers and 
the like. Yen Ching-ming regulated the 
curvée on the southwest road ; and, fearing 
lest the insatiable greed of the underlings 
might cause the rules he laid down to be 
disregarded, the Memorialist has anew 
eujoined on the various magistrates to 
observe them, and to send up a return of 
necome and expenditure under this head 
to the Governor every month. The ex- 
actions on the other highroads have now 
been done away with, after deliberation, 
with the assistance of varivus. officials the 
Memorialist seut to the chief localities on 
each, Offices for the regulation of the 
supply of animals, etc., required, have been 
established, which are to be self support- 
ing, funds for the purchase of post horses, 
where necessary, have been provided, 
and illegal fees abolished. Since the 
fourth moon not one order for impound- 
ing a cart or a mule has been issued. 
These reforms, says the Memorialist 
have saved natives and and travellers 
alike large annual sums; the abolition of 
the depdts has caused general joy, and 
there is an unbroken line of travellers 
moving north and south. The Memorialist 
requests a Rescript ordering all Govern- 
ment officials and soldiers to obey the new 
regulations in their requisitions of carts 
and horses. The presentation of articles 
for the use of the yaméns, the supply of 
food and money to the runners by the 
headmen of the hamlets to which they are 
sent, the sale of subpzenas in lawsuits, the 
victimizing of the rich—malpractices of 
longstanding in Shansi—together with as- 
sessments for pretended public works or 
for the revisal of the gazetteer—extortion- 
ate customs that havea sprung up since the 
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Famine—have all been abolished and pro- 
hibited. (See Gazette of August 2nd. 

(5) The Office uf Gendarmerie reports the 
following appeal case. 


Yén Féng-ko, a ! 
native of Shéng-hsien in Shantung, seat ° 


his relative, Yen Chien-i to the capital to : 
complain of the following circumstances. ‘ 
P‘éug Shou-ling, a rich bully of the 

neighbourhood, bribed P‘éng Usiang-ling, . 


and Wang Ch‘ing-yang to deceive and 


hoodwink the mother of a young cousin ' 


of the petitioner’s, with the design of 
making the girl his concubine ; the mother, 
however, would not consent. 


On this | 


P‘éng Shou-ling, without any authority | 
from the girl’s family, ordered P‘éng Yiian- ; 


chén to take a letter fixing the marriage 
day, which, however, was sent back. 
P‘éng Hsiang-ling abused the mother, and 
refused to take the letter back. The girl, 


hearing of this, made repeated attempts to | 
commit suicide, and burnt the letter. 


P‘éng Heiang-ling again seut a woman of 


the Li family to abuse and insult the girl, - 
who, in her shame and wrath, hanged her: ° 


self. 


gistrate to hold an inquest. He sun- 


The complainant petitioned the ma | 


moned the parties, but only beat some ' 


and released the others. 


The case of : 


murder is still pending, and the petitioner, | 
in his dissatisfaction at the magistrate's — 
conduct, has sent his relation to appeal. : 


—Referred in the usual manner. 


September 2nd.—{1) A Decree, in reply - 
to a memorial from Pu-lien, who reports ; 


that over thirty of the sacrificial vessels 
ete. in store at the Eastern Mausolea are 


wanting, and requests a severe penalty, : 
committing him and his colleagues to the 


proper Yaméns for severe punishment. 


The officers in charge, and the soldiers on ' 
guard, are to be denounced and punished. | 
The thieves are to be caught within a . 


prescribed time, as well as those who a 


short time ago committed a robbery at the , 
tomb of a concubine of the Emperor 


Kienlung. 

(2) Memorial from the Inspecting Censors 
of the Central Division of the city, Kuo- 
hsiu and Hu Lung-hsiin. The Memorialists 
received from the Grand Council a private 
Decree, issued on 4th August 1882, statinz 
that the Inspecting Censors of the Northern 
Division reported, that on 27th July abou: 
10 p.m. the rowdies ‘ Thick-head’ Cha»- 
san, and Shih-hsi, induced the Imperia! 
Clansman Pin-ch‘iang, nicknamed ‘ Littl: 


Pin,’ to get together some score of armed : 
fellows, engage in a free fight in the Yeu- | 


chia Lane, and stop passengers at the 
mouth of the lane ; that the said clansman 
and his companies were audacious enuugh 
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the next night, in the neighbourhood of 
the Shih-t‘ou Lane, at the head of a band 
of rowdies armed with swords, to get on 
the roofs of houses and make a dis- 
turbance, and maltreat all who passed ; 
that the Police Magistrates speedily sent 
to arrest them, but they had all made 
off. The Decree commanded the Censors 
of the Five Divisions, among other autho- 
rities, to effect the capture of the offenders, 
and send them to the Buard for trial and 
puvishment, The Memorialists now report 
the capture, on the Sth August, of Chao- 
san, whose real name is Yii-hsiu. He 
states that he is belongs to the Manchu 
Plain Yellow Banner, that, on the 27th 
July, he drove his cart to the street named, 
where he found a fiyht going on between 
aman, who called himself Little Pin, and 
one who said he was named Shih-hsi ; and 
that he took no share in the fiyht. The 
Memorialists will send him to the Board 
as the Decree directs. Theclansman, Pin- 
ch‘iany, was engaged iu a lawsuit with one 
Ch‘éng Fang-shan in the Memorialists’ 
Division of the City in the spring, and he 
was sent to the Buard for trial. He is 
found to belong to the Bordered Yellow 
Banner. The Memorialists request a 
Decree ordering the Board of Punishments 
and the Imperial Clan Court to summon 
him to appear for trial. The offenders 
still at large have been ordered to be 
arrested. (See Gazette of 7th August). 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Chang 
Chih-tung. The landtax accounts in Shansi 
have hitherto been loosely kept, transfers 
of land nut distinguished, changes of 
ownership not noted. Thus in some cases 
land has paid no taxes and in others taxes 
have been paid by persons who held no 
land. The Magistrates simply made the 
head of a family, or the headman of a 
tithing, responsible for the payment of 
the taxes, If they were submissive, they 
were beaten and made to pay the deficit ; 
if they were cunning, they avoided pay- 
ment and put the responsibility on some- 
one else. In addition, the peuple, to save 
the title-deed fees, often held only an 
unstamped deed, which had not been 
registered. The confusion has been still 
greater siuce the famine, and if, instead of 
investigating the titles tv land, sudden 
severity is resorted to, and the taxes strictly 
exacted, the broken-down inhabitants will 
be reduced to still greater straits. To re- 
move this, the great evil of Shansi, a 
minute survey of the land is indispensable. 
This course has the support of all the 
Sages of antiquity, and is corroborated by 
the experience of the present day in Shan- 
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si itself. For instance, Ma P‘i-yao has 
pursued this course in Chieh-chou with 
notable success. Chieh-chou suffered 
greatly from the famine ; but now there is 
not one instance of the tax being paid by 
any but the owner of the land, nor is 
there any land lying waste. ‘The gentry 
of the Ch‘ii-wo District have now ap- 
plied to have a survey made, and the 
MInagistrate has been ordered to 8-t 
about it. In other places, however, the 
landtax receipts are short, on account 
of the original owners of land having 
vanished ; while in others again, the 
expenses of a survey have not yet been 
collected. The Memorialist should direct 
the Financial Commissioner and the mavis- 
trates to supply the necessary funds. But. 
before makiny a survey, the incidence of 
the landtax must be discovered, and that 
can only be done by an examination of title 
deeds. To yeta full return of these deeds, 
a notice has been published, calling on all 
those liable to pay landtax to send in their 
title deeds to be stamped and reyistered, 
and promising remission of fees and of 
arrears of fees due. The duties on the 
sale of land and houses in Shansi are 
not more than a few hundred taels a year, 
and the Memorialist requests that these 
duties may be remitted during the first 
year of the survey of each district, which, 
as only a few districts will be surveyed 
each year, will cause no appreciable loss to. 
the Treasury, while the people will be 
rejoiced, and the amount of land tax due 
clearly investigated. (Sve Gazette of 2ud 
August.) 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Chang 
Chih-tung. Shansi has to contribute au- 


nually one lot of medium (=) iron, 
80,498 chin, and four lots of good (RF) 


iron, 300,000 chin. The legal allowance for 
cost and carriage, Tis. 11,30Qodd, is utterly: 
insufticient, to say nothing of ‘Uls. 39,300 0dd 
for the Buard’s rations aud fees and the cost 
of escort. The enormous sum has to be 
subscribed by the Department and Dis- 
trict Magistrates. ‘'séuy Kuo-ch’iian ia 
1880 proposed to reduce the leyal ex- 
penses three-tenths, and, where there was 
still a deficiency, to supply it from the 
lekin receipts. The Board .of Revenue, 
however, negatived the proposal, from 
fear of still further reductions. Two 
years have elapsed since then, and the 
Memorialist, after thorough investigation . 
of the condition of the province, can- 
not but bring the following facts to His 
Majesty’s notice. ‘The legal rates for cost 
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and carriage were fixed a century ago, 
when silver was worth three times its 
present value, and salaries, waves, materials 
etc., were all paid in specie. In the old 
days, there was constantly a surplus 
under these heads; now they all show 
a daily increasing deficit. For the last 
hundred years the price of articles and 
the cost of labour have grown daily 
dearer, while the extra expenses, waste, 
and ‘squeezes’ have daily increased, to 
the great misery of those entrusted with 
official supplies. The supply of iron in 
Chao-chou and Taichou, the seats of iron- 
mining in the Empire, has not failed, but 
the population has dwindled away since 
the Famine, and the workmen are nearly 
all gone. There are none to open mines, 
none to smelt the ore. Thus the output 
is not sufficient for the demand, and the 
price is consequently high: beasts of 
burden are scarce, too, which raises the 
cost of carriage. ‘Che subscriptions from 
the magistrates are short everywhere, and 
in spite of continual pressure, the amount 
has to be made up from the provincial 
treasury. The Memorialist has examined 
the Government Iron Ottice Regula- 
tions, and has sent oflicers .tu the 
foundries in other provinces to ascer- 
tain the most profitable system of work- 
ing, and the most economical. Extra- 
vagance, flooding the market, engrossing 
all the available supply, and rigging the 
market have been done away with, and up- 
right officials chosen as superintendents, 
It is calculated that ‘ls. 16,000 may thus 
be saved. The remaining Tls. 23,000 can 
be supplied only with the aid of a subsidy 
of Tis. 11,300, the amount legally allowed 
for cost and carriaye, from the lekin 
receipts. This step the Memorialist 
prays His Majesty to sanction for five 
years, after which the condition of the 
market will probably have so far im- 
proved as to render it possible for the 
authorities to supply this sum. The lekin 
receipts in Shansi have of late years 
been of trifling amount, which is ascribed 
to the oppressive contribution system. 
After this lightening of their burdens, the 
Memorialist will earnestly impress on the 
officials that they must strive to increase 
their receipts, so as to more than meet the 
proposed payment to the iron account. 
The assessment for iron being removed, 
the whole province will be freed from the 
injury wrought by the subscription system. 
Rescript:—Perused. 

(5) The Board of Revenue requests the 
appointment of an officer to superintend 
the annual collection of grain from the 
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Government farms in Moukden. In 1881 
En Fa, the Military Governor and Sung 
Sén, Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue at Moukden, were appointed. A 
list of officials of the proper rank is sub- 
mitted. (For appointment see Gazette of 
3rd August.) 

(6) T‘u Tsung-ying reports that the 
families of several deceased District Magis- 
trates who had deficits in their landtax or 
grain-tribute receipts or in the amount of 
grain in the granaries of their respective 
districts, have returned home without 
awaiting the arrival of the succeediny 
magistrates ; aud, though repeatedly sum- 
moned, have not come to Hunan to settle 
the debts due. A Rescript is requested 
ordering the High Provincial Authorities 
to give instructions for the exaction of the 
full amounts within three months, on 
pain of the sequestration of their property. 
(See Gazette of 7th August.) 

September 3rd.—(1) A Decree, in answer 
toa Memorial from the Board of Civil Oftice 
to the effect that Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian should 
be degraded two steps and removed to 
another oftice, commuting his punishment 
to loss of rank with retention in office (see 
G.wette of 25th August. 

(2) A Decree, appointing Wén Shao- 
t‘an, Senior Deputy Supervisor of Instruc- 
tion, 7 

(3) A Decree from the Empress-Dowager, 
ordering the Board of Revenue to issue 
Tls. 60,000 to each of the three provinces 
Auhui, Chékiang and Kiangsi, to be taken 
from the autumn payment to the Palace, 
and, to prevent delay, to be meanwhile 
retained out of the subsidies due from 
these provinces. Abundant relief is to be 
afforded by the authorities in Kiangsu, 
Shantung, Hupei, Ssi-ch‘uan, Fukien and 
Shansi which have also suffered from floods. 

(4 and 5) Decrees appointing Yii-kun 
Grain Intendant in Kianzsi, and Li Chav- 
t‘ang Director of the Banqueting Court. 

(6) Memorial from Chang Chih-tung, 
reporting the abolition or curtailment of 
most of the public charges in Shansi, and 
the laying down of rigorous rules for the 
prohibition of presents and gifts in kind. 
The Memorialist observes that the dread 
of insufticient funds for their public busi- 
ness, added to the deductions from their 
salaries and allowances, drives the higher 
provincial officers to trust to presents from 
their subordinates on various occasions— 
such as the Three Great Festivals, the 
birthdays of the oflicial and of his wife, 
and the four seasons. In Kiangnan, Fuh- 
kien and other provinces, this burden on 
the lower otfticials has been removed by 
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upplying the wants of the higher officers 
rom other sources : but in Shansi, where 
10 other funds are available, these charges 
aust be reduced or abolished. In 1880 Wang 
‘ing-an, fearing lest the poverty-stricken 
flicials of Shansi would not be able to pay 
he old fees in full, instigated Pao-héng, 
nder the pretence of doing away with the 
nauthorised fees, to increase the charges 
n the lower magistrates by changing the 
3es into public charges, to be paid regu- 
arly in silver. This measure caused 
eneral complaint, and the Memorialist, 
n arriving at his port, found, on looking 
ito the matter, that only in two districts 
ad the alleged reduction of one-fifth taken 
lace, while in the rest the fees had been 
educed only one-tenth or one-twentieth, 
‘hich, considering the increase in the 
‘eight and touch of the silver required, 
‘ras really an addition to the burden. 
‘urther, the old fees were never paid in 
all, or on all the proper occasions, nor were 
ae gifts in kind always accepted. Under 
1e new system, on the other hand, officers 
‘ere sent to collect the public charges, or 
1e amount was stopped out of the subordin- 
tes’ salaries etc. in the hands of their 
uperors. The Memorialist has done away 
‘ith all the charges due to his office, 
ogether with: the yate-fees and the like 
‘aqueezes,” and has for the most part 
bolished the charges paid to the Judge 
ntendants and Prefects throughout the 
rovince. 
istricts of notable poverty which used to 
ay charges, have been released from pay- 
qent ; in five that are also povertystricken 
ud have not hitherto paid them, the levy 
f all charges is for ever forbidden ; to six 
‘ing outside the pass, freedom from pay- 
aent is restored; in sixty-four t‘ing, 
epartments and districts which used to 
ay the ¢tharges and do not suffer from 
overty, they are reduced one-half. The 
femorialist has supplemented the salaries 
f those officials whose jurisdictions are 
‘oor, or who have suffered most loss from 
he reform, from the charges abolished in 
iis own office. The yearly saving effected 
3 reckoned at Tls. 78,916. The gifts in 
ind have been totally abolished. 

(7) A. Postscript Memorial from Tso 
‘sung-t‘ang, reporting that Yi-lu, Gover- 
wor of Anhwei states that Ching-ch‘ang, 
dieutenant-Colonel of the Wu-ts‘ai Batta- 
ion, has been guilty of falsehood and con- 
ealment in his report of the balance of 
unds in his hands, and requesting that he 
aay be deprived of his rank and brought 
o trial. This officer and a Captain named 
Suo Ying-k‘uei brought accusations against 
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Twenty-five departments and. 


each other, which led to an investigation. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(8) A Postscript Memorial from T‘u 
Tsung-ying, denouncing various officers 
for avarice, senility, want of energy, or- 
want of ability, and requesting their dis- 
missal, compulsary retirement, degradation, 
or removal to other posts. (See Gazette 
of 8th August. 

September 4th.—(1) Sung-pu, Secretary 
of the Office of Transmission, denounces 
Ying-shou, Secretary of the Manufacturing 
and Supply Department of the Imperial 
Household. The Memorialist observes that 
the Court lays great stress on economy, 
and everyone is aware of the general effort 
to reduce the important expenses of the 
Palace. At the present moment when the 
treasury funds are low and the position 
full of difficulties, the officials of the 
Household, whose office it is to administer 
the expenditure, should be especially 
cleanhanded. ‘The Memorialist hears 
that Ying-shou, who was dismissed on 
account of his low, greedy nature, has 
again wormed himself into the service, 
aud, by a hundred arts, strives to obtain 
the management of all the official duties 
he can. His rapacity is insatiable; he 
leagues himself with the official under- 
lings by means of his servants ; he draws 
money in exccss, and exaggerates his ex- 
penditure ; he is cunning in absorbing 
money, and his actions are at once deceit- 
ful and secret. The Memorialist fears 
that though his superiors have not found 
him out, such an unworthy official may 
not only, by engrossing an important office, 
inflict great damage on the finances, but 
may also encourage other degenerate ofli- 
cials to follow his example, and thus avarice 
will become a custom, and inuumerable 
abuses be engendered. The Memorialist 
humbly requests an enquiry intu Ying- 
shou’s conduct by his superiors. (Seo 
Gazette of 6th August.) ~ 

(2) Another Memorial from Sung-pu, 
requesting that the misdeeds of Eu-t‘ao 
and Chu Kuei-ch‘ing, relatives of the 
clerk Han Shih-chieh who was last year 
denounced for intefering in the business of 
the Treasury of the Board after his term of 
office was over, may be brought to light 
and these extortionate clerks driven away. 
These two clerks are reported to have 
established a private office, where they 
exact fees. from the officers who bring 
tribute money to the Capital. If these 
officers do not consent, they retain their 
despatches and so make them incur the 
penalty of exceeding the time allowed 
them, or else they report their silver de- 


2 [Ssrr. 4—5. 





ficient in weight. They had the luck to 
eseape the law at the last investigation, 
and have become bolder in consequence. 
They practise what extortion they like 
whenever they receive or issue the pay of 
the forces. (See Decree of 6th August.) 

(3) Memorial from Chang Shu-shéng 
denouncing the District Magistrate of An- 
ping, Liu Ch‘ui-yin. A Censor having 
reported that the amount of Government 
service money exacted in Chihli was not 
truly and fairly reported, orders were given 
for a return of all the items hitherto 
included in it. It is now found that there 
has heretofore existed in An-p‘ing a levy 
of money instead of 53 carts for coal and 
charcoal for the public examinations, in 
which were included the clerks’ rations and 
their ‘paper-fees.” The Magistrate, how- 
ever, returned the member of carts as 100, 
though, on account of popular dissatisfac- 
tion, he afterwards changed the number to 
53; he also returned the levy per cart as 
29 tiao 750 cash, more than 400 tiao too 
much. Although the Magistrate is reported 
to have levied this excessive sum to supply 
the deficiency in the supplies for the 
examinations, and not have appropriated it 
himself, and although he has not received 
320 tiao of it, which the Financial Commis- 
sioner ordered to be remitted, he has shown 
a want of compassion for the people, and 
a contempt for the laws, for which he 
deserves punishment. His immediate dis- 
missed is accordingly requested. (See 
Decree in Gazette of 6th August.) 

(4) Mei Ch‘i-chao reports the measures 
taken to provide against injury to the 
dykes from tha rise of the Yellow River 
in the midsummer and autumn terms. 
New dykes have been built where neces- 
sary, embankments strengthened, and the 
river kept running in its proper course. 
Though all the dykes are now in good 
order the Memorialist has not relaxed his 
exertions, ordering his subordinates tu lay 
in store of materials, inspect those already 
prepared, and strengthen every point where 
the dykes are low. 

(5) Ts’én Yii-ying reports the construc- 
tion of embankments on the Ta-chia Stream 
in the North in the Prefecture of Formosa 
a cost of Tls. 71,980. The great dykes are 
made of fascines and iron-crates filled with 
stones, and have stood this year’s floods 
uninjured, though the stream comes down 
from the mountains with great violence. 
The building of stone-towers at T’ai-lung, 
also in the northern prefecture, is likewise 
reported. They cost Tls. 6,900. The 
fortifications at the prefectural city are not 
yet completed. ‘he gentry of the three 
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districts of Tan-shui, Hsin-chu, and I-lan 
have contributed largely. —Noted. 

September 5th.—(1) A Decree, in reply 
to various Memorials, directing the proper 
Yaméns to consider without delay the pro- 
posals for changes in the civil and military 
organization of the New Dominion. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to a Memorial 
from the Censor, Ch‘én Ch‘i-t‘ai, who 
accuses Chou Jui-ch‘ing, Director of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship, of engrossing 
the management of the reports of expendi- 
ture from Yiinnan, and Ts‘ui Tsun-i, 
Grain Intendant of that province, and P‘an 
Ying-chang, Prefect of Yung-ch‘ang, with 
obtaining his support at the Board by 
bribery, when they came to the city with 
bills of exchange from Yiinnan, command- 
ing Li-shu-and P‘an Tsu-yin to enquire 
into the matter and report. 

(3) The Board of Revenue, in a lengthy 
Meworial, agrees to the proposed limit of 
three chang beyond the boundary walls of 
each of the Ming Tombs, as the space with- 
in which no cultivation must be begun. 
Those dispossessed in consequence of being 
within this limit, who have title-deeds and 
are enrolled in the tax register, will have 
other land allotted them. The map sent 
in the first instance to the Board by Chou 
Chia-mei shows that the lands within the 
100 pace radius amount to only a few 
ch‘ing, while Li Hung-chang in his memo- 
rials declares the enforcement of total pro- 
hibition would effect 2700 mu or about 27 
ch‘ing. The Board suggests that the two 
Memorialists be called on to explain this 
discrepancy. The statement that the people 
at the Tombs have been guilty of no fraud 
or concealment, seems to the Board hard 
to substantiate. The amount of land-tax 
received from these lands is to be reported 
to the Financial Commissioner, and entered 
in the annual accounts submitted to the 
Throne, to avoid concealment on the part of 
the magistrate. (See Gazette of 3rd August ) 

(4) In a Postscript Memorial, the Board 
of Revenue enumerates the cases in which 
Ch‘éng-tuan unlawfully levied rent and 
extorted money from the people who 
cultivated land in the vicinity of the Ming 
Tombs ; his illegal dismissal and appoint- 
ment of guardians of the Tombs ; his felling 
of trees on the land near the Tombs ; and 
his appropriation of land from the rent of 
which sacrificial vessels etc. were supplied. 
For these acts and his simultaneous com- 
plaint to the Throne that others were 
encroaching on the land belonging to the 
Tombs, the Board requests that he be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
for the determination of a penalty. The 
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legal rents are done away with; the 
uardians are t» continue to be selected by 
he Magistrate of Ch‘ang-p‘ing-chou ; and 
he land for the support of the guardians, 
thich Ch‘éng-tuan took away, is returned 
hem. The Board supports the recom- 
iendation in Chang Shu-shéng’s Memorial 
hat Ch‘éng-tuan should administer the 
acrificial lands, of which he will be re- 
uired to furnish an accurate map to the 
fagistrate. (See Gazette of 3rd August.) 

September 6th. —(1) A Decree, command- 
ag the Board of Civil Office to consider 
nd report on the cases of the gentry who 
re recommended by Kuei-nien, Inspecting 
tensor of the Southern Division of the 
japital, for co-operating in the capture of 
ertain robbers. 

(2) Memorial from Chih-ho, President of 
he Board of War, and one of the High 
)ficials in charge of the Hsién-an ( Mz) 
Jall Government School. This School was 
stablished in the first year of thereign Yung- 
héng ; the teachers Chinese and Manchu 
wmbered fifteen, the scholars 110. Its con- 
titution was superior to that of the Hight 
Janner Schools ; for it was near the For- 
idden Precincts, (therein resembling the 
iung Wén and Ch‘ung Wén Oolleges of 
he T‘ang dynasty), the buildings were 
ne, the allowances’ were liberal. The 
eacher’s salaries, pupils’ a!lowances and the 
chool supplies were all reduced one half in 
he 23rd year of Tao-kuang, and, as a conse- 
jwences the periodical examinations were 
leserted. During the reign of T‘ung-chih 
he buildings were borrowed for the Mili- 
ary Archive office, which reduced the at- 
eudance of scholars.still farther. Kuang- 
‘hou, on being entrusted with the manage- 
nent of this school, restored the half- 
nonthly examinations in Chinese, and 
surposed restoring the legal examinations 
n translation. The Memorialist was ap- 
jointed to act during Kuang-shou’s retire- 
nent, ‘and considered that the Hsién-an 
Hall School should be restored at the same 
ime as the Hight Banner Schools. The Me- 
norialist found the former the easier task, 
though the buildings were half of them 
n ruins, and the scholars few, the regula- 
ions were in existence and the examina- 
‘ions were still kept up. If ¢he course of 
itudy is to be restored, the salaries of the 
eachers, the allowances of the scholars, and 
she supplies must also be restored, if pos- 
sible, due regard being had to the require- 
ments of: the times. The Memorialist re- 
jueste that the reduction in the salaries and 
allowances which took place after the 
reigu of Tao-kuang may be abrogated. 
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The salaries, however, are to be drawn 
from the Board Treasury by the Pre- 
sidents (13%) of the school, instead of 
the Banner authorities, who will continue 
to receive and issue the rice-allowances. 
The school buildings must be repaired. 
The Memorialist has personally inspected 
them, and given strict orders that the 
funds be really spent on the work, and that 
no false estimates or exavgeration of ex- 
penses beallowed. The Memorialist opines 
that the difficulty in the way of a general 
improvement of the school, does not lie in 
the investigation of the regulations, but in 
their adaptation to the present circum- 
stauces; nor does it lie in the kindling 
of a momentary enthusiasm, but in the 
establishment of a lasting vigour. There 
are three points to be considered by all 
who desire that the education given in the 
school be perfectly adapted to all cirqum- 
stances and be handed down free from 
abuses. These are :— 

1.—The choice of pupils must be entrusted 
to the Presidents. The pupils are to be 
between the years of 15 and 20, and well- 
educated, the Hsien-an Hall School not 
being merely for acquiring the classics by 
rate. This is the old system; hitherto, 
the choice has rested with the Super- 
intendent Ministers, and, the numbers of 
candidates being excessive, it is to be 
feared some have gained admittance by 
means of personation or ‘extraneohs aid.’ 
When once they have been selected, the 
Presidents do not care to be too critical of 
their fitness. Besides this, the Presidents 
rarely see the scholars, and thus a door is 
opened to a crowd of abuses. 

2.—A further allowance must be made 
to the Teachers, as the original allow- 
ances are now insufficient. Leave is 
asked to supplement the salaries by an 
annual grant of Tis. 16, to be supplied 
by the Memorialist’s yamén. The Chinese 
teachers should receive clothes and hats 
each spring and autumn, and once in three 
years a sheepskin robe. 

3—The students are to be incited to 
present themselves for examination, by 
having assigned to them a certain number 
of vacancies, as Secretaries or Clerks of the 
Translation Office, and Treasury-keepers. 
(See Gazette of August 8th.) 

(3) Memorial from Kung-t‘ang, Military 
Lieutenant-Governor of Urumts’i, reporting 
the death of Shéng-an, lately appointed 
Military Commissioner at Guchén, on the 
29th June. The deceased officer died of 
the reopening of old wounds brought on 
by rapid travelling, and a chill caught on 
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his journcy. He had only been a mouth 
at his post, having arrived on 24th May. 
Honours suitable to so brave and active 
an officer are requested. —Granted by 
Rescript. 

September 7th.—(1) A Decree appoint- 
ing Lin-shu Senior Superintendent of the 
Customs and Octroi of Peking and Mu- 
lung-ah Junior Superintendent 

(2) Memorial from Pao-ch‘ang, Assistant- 
Supervisor of Instruction, After a pre- 
amble similar to Chih-ho’s (see yesterday’s 
Gazette), the Memorialist submits a series 
of regulations for the Hsién-an Hall Goveru- 
ment school. They are as follows :— 

1.—Care is to be taken in the selection 
of teachers and pupils. 

2.—The subjects of study are to be kept 
distinct.- Under the original rules of 
Kienlung, now reverted to, 77 of the 110 
scholars studied Chinese, and 33 Manchu. 
Several of the best scholars are to be 
selected, after they have been a few years 
in the school, to study both languages. 

3.—The salaries and allowances, etc. are 
to be restored in full. 

4.—A record is to be kept of each 
téacher’s term of office, which will be sent 
to the Board for inspection. ‘I'he pupils’ 
attainments will afford a test of the teachers’ 
ability ; those who fail in teaching will be 
denounced. Thus zeal will be stimulated 
and the custom of using this office as an 
easy means of obtaining entrance into the 
public service will be checked. 

5.—The scholars’ range of learning is to 
be extended. They will be tested, besides 
the ordinary subjects, in essay-writing, 
history, the art of government, and general 
knowledge. The necessary books the Me- 
morialist asks leave to write for to the 
Metropolitan Colleges and the Provincial 
authorities. 

6.—The selection of scholars to be secre- 
taries or clerks (bitkeshi) of the Translation 
Office or Treasury Keepers, recommended 
by Chih-ho, .is advocated as a means of 
improving at once the school and the class 
of bitkeshi. These six improvements are 
an adaptation of the old rules to existing 
circumstances, the abuses of the original 
system being also removed. The Memo- 
rialist concludes by pointing out the great 
advantages offered the scholars of this 
school, and promises, if His Majesty as- 
sents to his proposals, to do all in his power 
to stimulate the pupils to show themselves 
worthy of the Imperial favour. (See 
Gazette of 7th August.) . 

(3) Memorial from Li Ho-nien, request- 
ing leave to erect in the capital of Honan 
a special temple to Wo-jen, late Grand 
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Secretary of the Wén Hua Tien, who sas 
a native of that province. The proprsa! 
comes from two ex-Financial Commissioners 
and a number of gentry, who dwell on tl- 
virtue and learning of the deceased official 
in the usual way.—Granted by Rescript. 

September 8th.—(1) Memorial from Yi 
Lu, reporting the measures taken for the 
relief of the flooded districts in Auhui, 
and another inundation affecting Heiian- 
ch‘éng and other districts. The Memorialis 
estimates the total number drowned in 
Li-an prefecture and the surroundin; 
country at over 200,000 souls. Relief is 
now being afforded at the daily rate of 
half a pint of rice for an adult, and a 
quarter for a child. Supplies for one 
month have been issued throughout the 
afflicted districts. Those left homeless are 
supplied with money to build huts, and 
are kept to their original places of abode. 
Allowance for carriage is made to those places 
which have not water-communication with 
the capital, or transport to which is difficult. 
Money for the burial of the dead is pro- 
vided, and speedy burial is enforced, so as 
to avoid pestilence. The dykes protecting 
the fields cannot be repaired by the starr- 
ing remnant of the people, and the au- 
thorities will therefore superintend the 
execution of the work by relief labour. 
Seedcorn for a supplementary crop mus! 
likewise be issued, so as to render possible 
the gradual restoration of the means oi 
subsistence. 

The Memorialist observes that for these 


“numerous objects the original supplies 


issued were totally’ inadequate, and now 
further disaster is reported from Heiian- 
ch‘éng, Ning-kuo, and other districts. Un- 
der these circumstances, after much delibe- 
ration, Tls. 40,000 have been drawn from the 
Wuhu Customs, and Tls. 30,000 from the 
Military Expenses Fund. The weather is 
still very rainy, and the river rises daily ; 
the dykes are not more than two or three 
foet above the water; and the outlook is 
indeed terrible. The Memorialist keeps 
urging the officials and gentry to con- 
stantly and zealously keep watch over the 
dykes; and, if only fine weather comes, 
further disaster may be avoided. 

A Rescript orders large sums to be de- 
voted to relief, the necessary measures to 
be earnestly carried out, and the dykes 
vigorously strengthened. 

(2) Ying Wén, Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at Kalgan, reports that the duties 
collected during the year ending 18th 
April, 1882, amount to Tls. 37,870. From 
this latter date to 6th August, when his 
term of office expired, he collected Ts. 
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17,494 and 1002 strings of cash, which he 
handed over to his successor. The Cus- 
toms Station at Kalgan is rated at Tls. 
60,561. Estimating the 3,157 strings of 
cash at Tls. 2104, his total collection for 
the year under review is Tls. 37,870. De- 
ducting from this sum Tls. 20,004 regular 
assessment, a deficit is shown on the addi- 
tional assessment of Tls. 22,690. Of this 
deficit his predecessor is responsible for 
Tls. 5,762, as that Memorialist’s liabilities 
are reduced to Taels 16,928. This deficit 
is ascribed to the export of tea being chiefly 
conducted by Russian merchants, whodo not 
pay duty, and the drought in the neigh- 
bouring provinces, which caused a falling 
off in the duty upon live-stock imported 
into China. Memorialist expresses great 
sorrow for his inability to send a larger 
remittance, and begs that time may be 
allowed him to make good the proportion 
of the deficit required of him by law. (See 
Gazette of 14th August.) 
(3) Memorial from Ch‘én Shih-chieh, 
’ Governor of Chékiang. Since the fifth moon 
there has been little fine weather; the 
River is in violent flood, and has overflowed 
its channel. Reports come from Hang- 
chow, Chia-hsing and Huchow that the 
waters of the inundation cannot be run off ; 
the fields and the river are one level ex- 
panse of water, the dykes and boundary 
mounds being submerged. On the low 
grounds, the crops are all swept away ; 
and on the high grounds, the cold weather 
has prevented the corn sprouting. ‘The 
_ people pour into the capital with prayers 
foraid. The Memorialist has sent ofticers 
* to devise means of relief, and urge the 
‘ people to take measures for saving the 
the crop, or else plant other grains in the 
‘hope of a scanty harvest. But the be- 
ginning of autumn is at hand, the season 
is too far advanced ; and, even with fine 
weather and the subsidence of the fluods, 
ou the low grounds there will not be time 
to plant asecond crop. The price of yrain 
: has risen but slightly, and the peuple re- 
main quiet. Rescript—Noted. 
September 9th.—(1) A Decree, in an- 
“ swer to the report of the Censor. T’an 
Ch’éng-tsu, that the rowdies of Peking 
"have lately taken to collecting bands of 
followers, each in his own part of the City, 
* and breaking the peace, and that they fight 
. out their quarrels without fear of the law, 
“ —commanding the authorities to search 
: out, capture and rigorously punish them. 
_ _ (2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, in a Postscript 
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ing. After the commencement of summer, 
the lakes and rivers rose again and again, 
but the precautions taken proved sufficient. 
The bursting out of the ‘dragon waters ” 
in Anhui caused the Yangtsze to rise sud- 
denly ; and the long weeks of the “plum” 
rain swelled the River so much, that a great 
strain was put upon the embankments. 
The Memorialist ordered the issue . of 
Tls. 10,000 to meet the expense of sub- 
sidiary embankments at the breaches made. 
The dykes on the lower ‘course of the 
Grand Canal were successively opened, and 
the water drained off into the Yangtsze. 
Later on it was reported that the sounding- 
pole at the Yii wharf in Kao-yu Chou 
showed on 31st July a depth of 14 ft. 2 in. 
According to the regulations, the embank- 
ment at Ch‘é-lo should have been opened 
when the depth was fourteen feet ; but the 
harvest had not: been got in along the lower 


course of the Inner Canal (ELH), and, 


with great difficulty, the dykes were kept 
intact till this was effected. An extra 
sum of Tls. 10,000 was issued for the 
expenses of this delay. The Memorialist 
will make a further report when the 
autumn river-term is over. The Memo- 
rialist has ordered the Financial Commis- 
sioners and the Salt Comptroller to pro- 
vide Tls. 10,000 for the relief of the dis- 
tress in Anhui. The salt merchants of 
the Anhui marts have contributed Ts. 
10,000, and Yen Tso-lin, one of the gentry, 
offers to contribute Tls. 15,000. Rescript : 
—Noted. 

(3) Pi Tao-yuan and Chou Chia-mei 
report the establishment of a House of 
Detention for persons, not actually crimi- 
nals, waiting to appear at trials. The 
Memorialists observe that, under the pre- 
sent system, innocent persons are put to 
great annoyance. Sureties are hard to get, 
and the non-appearance of all the wit- 
nesses renders it impossible to close a 
case. In Shun-t‘ien Fu, especially, the 
number of appeals to the City of mixed 
cases between Chinese and Manchus and 
of cases sent out by the Censorate, Otlice of 
Gendarmerie, or the Board of Punish- 
ments, makes it indispensable to provide 
some sort of shelter and maintenance for 
the large number of persons concerned in 
lawsuits. They have now established a 
building to the East of the Prefectural 
Yamen inside the great gate. The work 
was done by public subscription, and was 
finished in July. The building contains 


22 apartments, which have been furnished 
with plank beds, tables, benchesetc. Two 
trusty officers have deputed to manage it. 


: Memorial, reports that the great freshet 
Ai) is now past, and the River is fall- 
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It was opened on 14th August and will 
afford shelter to witnesses in cases tried 
in the Prefectural Yamen and those of 
the two City Districts. The rice required 
‘for the inmates it is proposed to obtain 
from the City Granaries, and the yearly 
expenses Tls. 600 from the Treasury of 
the Financial Commissioner of Chihli.— 
Assented to by Rescript. [Gazette of 
April 6th 1876 and of 1877 passim.] 

September 10th.—(1 & 2) Ch‘ing-shan, 
lately appointed Deputy Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral at Chapu, reports his arrival at Hang- 
‘chow on July 15th. And Fu-érh-sun 
reports giving over charge to Ch‘ing-shan. 

There is nothing else of interest in this 
-day’s Gazette. 

Setember 11th.—(1) A Decree, in answer 
to a memorial by Lin Shu and Pan Tsu- 
yin, giving orders that the Grain Intendant, 
Yiinnan, Ts‘ui Taun-i and the Prefect 
P‘an Ying-chang, be summoned to the City 
to be examined as regards the charges 
brought against Chou Jui-ch‘ing (see 
Gazette of Sth September.) Ohou Jui-ch ‘in: 
is relieved of his duties at the Gran 
Council, 

(2) Lou Yii-p‘u, Supervising Censor over 
the Board of Punishments, reports that 
the districts of Yit-hang eto., in Hangchow 
prefecture suffered from an inundation 
caused by heavy rains in the first half of 
July. The high grounds were covered to 
a depth of several feet, the dykes burst, 
fields and houses were all submerged. While 
the geutry and people were strengthening 
the dykes, the ‘‘ dragon- waters” burst forth 
in the Pin-an and Yii-ch‘ien Districts ; 
and, in Jén-ho and Ch‘ien-t‘ang Districts, 
the fields were inundated. The Lei stream 
rose at the same time, and flooded the 
various districts still more. The sea-wall in 
Chia-haing prefecture was breached in many 
places, and the whole country became one 


vast expanse of water which stretched as | 


far as the eye could reach. The Memoria- 
list observes that the people of the three 
prefectures — Hangchow, Chia-hsing and 

uchow—are entirely dependent onagricul- 
‘ture for their subsistence. The waters 
had not been drained off by the begin- 
ning of August, and the near approach of 
autumn renders a supplementary crop im- 
possible. The relief affurded should be 
complete, and the dykes must be rebuilt. 
Orders are requested for effectual relief 
to be afforded. (See Gazette of 19th Aug.) 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Ting Pao- 
chén. On the 14th May, a sudden fall of 
rain and hail at Ma-ti-t‘an ch‘ang and in 
Haii-yung ting, caused a rise in the waters 
of the river. The boulders rolled down 
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from the hills blocked the river bei. 
Twenty or thirty houses were ove:- 
whelmed, and, the women and childr-v} 
and the men who had hurriedly assem\i-i! 
being unable to escape, over a hundred: 
persons were drowned. Tho wheat iu tis! 
fields along the river was destroyed. § T:: 
Acting Magistrate contributed 100 strings | 
of cash, and used 40 piculs of the gra’ 
collected last year by subscription for +: 
support of the survivors. Ou 13th ani. 
14th May, a heavy fall of hail destroyed the | 
crops at the Kast aud West Villages in Pci. 
chow ; and, on the 16th May, the over. 
flowing of the river at Hsin-ch‘ang swe; 
the fields bare, overthrew 400 houses, aid 
drowned two persons. Relief was prompily 
afforded by the Magistrate. In P‘euz- 
shui District, much damage to crops, aii 
injury to men and animals, was done by 4 
storm of hailon the 27th May. The cro'¢} 
in the Féng-chieh aud Wushau Dirtric i 
also suffered greatly from wind and ha 
combined. At the district city of Ci: 
chiang, on 22nd June, the river sudden!; 
rose three ch‘ang and 400 houses were su> 
merged and wrecked ; no one, however, #u 
killed. Money and corn have been supplied 
to the afflicted places by the Memorialias 
orders. And orders have: been given w 
have other cereals planted, where possible, 
so as supply means of subsistence ; wher 
this is not possible, the landtax is to be 
remitted. bn 28th May, a fire broke o:: 
Ya-t‘ang ch‘ang in Tzii-chou, caused by 
carelessness. Over 200 houses were buru: 
‘The fire was fanned by the wind, and 
was impossible to get it under. Half ti: 
place is in ashes, but no lives, happily, we:: 
lost. Seven hundred strings of cash ha:: 
been supplied from the lekin funds to r- 
lieve the sufferers. (See Gazetteof Auy 1). 
(4) Ch‘éu Shih-chieh reports forwardi:. 
to Peking Tls. 30,000, being the secuii: 
instalment of the lekin subsidy for ti: 
present year, the tutal of which 
Tis. 100,000. : 
September 12th.—(1) A Decree maiz 
the following appoiutwents as Litera’ 


Chancellors :—Anhwui—Hsii-fu (BR, ; 
Kiangsi—Ch‘én Pao-ch ‘én ( Bi FREE 
Chékiang—Oh ‘i Shih-ch ‘ang (nib tH it 
Fuhkien—Féng Kuang-yil (iy FER) 
Hupei—Kao Chao-chung (St: GUE 
Honan—Féng Wén-wei (1 5Z 


Shansi—Lit Féng-ch‘i ( 73 ); Shéns:, 


—Mu Jung-han (Fee); Kwangtn:, 
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—Yeh ‘Ta-cho BEF KA) ; Kwangsi— 


then Ssi-hsien Fal §); Yiinnan— 


‘ing Li-kan (J 2p 8) ; Kweichow—Sun 


‘sung-hsi (PRB). The Chancellors 


f£ the remaining provinces remain un- 


hanged. ; 
(2) A Decree appointing Ch‘én Hsiieh- 


in ( PRE SBD), Senior Assistant-Secretary 


f the Supervisorate of Instruction. Yang 
(BB IED: succeeds him as Junior Assist- 


nt-Secretary. 
(3) A Decree, appointing Chang Ch’i- 


nang (Het Je), Brigade General at 
Venchow. Kuan Chén-kuo (fi¥ $8 BR) 





acceeds him as Brigade General at Fu- - 


ing, Fuhkion, 
(4) A Decree, appointing Li Tuan- 


jn (FEHR), Governor of the Library. 


(5) A Decree, appointing P’an Yen- 
iin (P8437 7A2), Intendant of the T’ung- 


hang Circuit in Shénsi. 

(6) Jén Tao-jung, in a Postscript Memo- 
ial, reports the trial of Liu Chéng-én, a 
‘irst Captain, residing at his native place, 
n a charge of obtaining money under 
alse pretences. Liu Ch’éng-én belongs to 
{o-ts6 District ; he enlisted and rose to 
is present rank. He had no previous 
cquaintance with the complainant, the 
roman Chou, née Yang. Iu December, 
879, Chuu Yang Shih was living at an 
on in the provincial capital, awaiting 
he trial of a charge of assault she 
iad brought against Chou Erh-hei, when 
du Ch‘éng-6n happened to stroll into 
he inn ; and, meeting the woman Chou, 
earned from her the circumstances 
fthe case. Seeing that she was a credu- 
ous woman, he falsely: asserted that he 
vas well known in all the yaméns and could 
‘et her a favorable verdict. The woman 
lieved him, and entrusted her case to 
tim, Liu Ch‘éng-6n told her, on 2nd 
‘ebruary 1880, that she must pay 150 tiao, 
f she wanted to succeed. She paid him 
‘he full amount in instalments ; and he 
“onverted it to his own use. Liu Ch‘éng- 
n died in August 1881 before the case had 
en removed to the prefectural Court, 
[he case must, nevertheless, be closed and 
‘epurted to the Throne. Liu Ch‘éng-én 
as liable, if he had lived, to transporta- 
Jon for life to the near frontier. The 
‘honey obtained cannot be recovered, as he 
48 dead. The woman did wrong, but, 
sousidering her ignorance and the sub- 


e: gle - 











sequent Pardon, her case need not be 
further considered. Rescript—Let the 
Board of Punishments take note. 

(7) Ch‘ing-an and Erhch‘ingo report 
that, in accordance with the old regula- 
tions, 700 picwls of barley, wheat, and oats 
for sowing were issued from the village 
granaries at Kobdo on the melting of the 
snow. The sowing was completed through- 
out the ten villages by 11th June. The 
frontier being now quieter and the Mon- 
golian forces disbanded, the Memorialists _ 
suggest that the additional amount of 
seed-corn, ordered by Decree, need not 
be issued. 

September 13th.—Court Circular—The 
change to winter hats will take place on 
5th October. 

(1) A Decree, in reply to a Memorial 
from Pao-ch‘ao, General-in-chief of Hunan, 
commanding the Governor-General of the 
Hukwang, the Governor-General of Ssii- 
ch‘uén and the Governor of Hupei to pro- 
vide funds for establishment of additional 


life-boats LAY) at all the dangerous 
rapids of the Yangtse between K‘uei-chow 
in Ssit-ch‘uén and Ich‘ang in Hupei. 

(2) A Decree permitting Pao-ch‘ao to 
vacate his post. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Ting Pao- 
chén, in reply to a query from the Board 
of Revenue, pointing out that, in his 
original Memorial, he proposed to supply 
money for public charges only to Inten- 
dants, Prefects and the Magistrates of the 
two Head-Districts ; while, in the return 
of Salt Revenue for 1878, there is charged 
to the surplus accounts extra-allowances to 
Sub-and-Agsistant-Prefects and to Magis- 
trates throughout the province. The Memv- 
rialist would submit that the Prefects and 
Intendants were given a further allowance 
because of the deductions from their regular 
allowance, its paymentin paper, and its being 
reduced by the payment of subscriptions, 
Now the sub-Prefects and Magistrates are 
quite as badly off. The loss which the 
abolition of fees entailed on the Intendants 
and Prefects was made good from the 
accumulated surplus under the item of 
‘extra-weight’, ‘The Memorialist received 
His Majesty’s assent to that step; he did 
not include the magistrates etc., because 
the measure being newly oriyinated, he 
could not tell whether the surplus would 
suffice for their needs.. His present pro- 
posal to give the magistrates etc. the 
amount of the abolished charges, and of 
the reduction in salaries will cost annually 
Tis. 195,456. This amount is entirely ob- 
tained by economy on the part of the 
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province, and does not interfere at all with 
the Imperial Finances. 

September 14th. —(1) A Decree appoint- 
ing Wang Wén-shao to act as Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Office, 
vice Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang, appointed Literary 
Chancellor of Chékiang. Chou Chia-mei 
will act as Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies. 

(2) A Decree, appointing Wén Yii to 

roceed with all speed to the Eastern 
Mausulex to make enquiries (into the re- 
ported loss of articles). His subordinates 
will also travel with all speed. 

(3) A Decree, appointing Ch‘én Lan-pin 
to act as Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of War, and Sun Chia-nai to act for 
Hsii Fu as Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies. : 

(4) A Decree appointing Chou Shéng- 


ch‘van iil pS ff) Commander-in-chief 
in Hunan ; and Ting Ju-ch ‘ang ( Vth 3) 


to succeed him as Brigade General at 
Tientsin. 

(5) Memorial from Sun I-ching Literary 
Chancellor Shun-t‘ien Fureporting thecom- 
pletion of the preliminary examination of 
the Hight Banner Licentiates and Students. 
Seventy eizht of the Manchu and Mongol 
Banner Students, and forty-nine of the 
Chinese Banner Students were given the 
degree of licentiate. The Memorialist, 
after the annual examinations last year, 
reported the prevalence of personation 
and of the use of extraneous aid. This 
year these malpractices have been to a 
great extent checked. Several score 
of candidates, who had come up for 
examination trusting to being able to 
use unfair means, were detected and 
debarred from examination. The Banner- 
men resident in the country bring no 
proof of their identity when they come to 
the city for examination. The Colonels 
and Captains of the Banners do not know 
them, and abuses are iuevitable. It is 
now proposed to make each of these 
candidates bring with him surety bonds 
from the Sergeant in charge of his village, 


433) and from the elders of his family. 


The Colonel or Captain of his (cha-la) 
subdivision will identify him by this means 
before issuing to him a certificate of 
examination. (See Gazette of 23rd Aug.) 

(6) Yi K‘uan, iv a Postscript Memorial, 
proposes that, if Tséng Kuo-ch‘iien have 
not arrived by 17th September, the Finan- 
cial Commissioner, Yao Chin-yiian, shall 
act, instead of the Memorialist, as Super- 
visor of the Provincial Examination. 
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(7) Memorial from Ho Ching and Li 
Chao-t‘ang Superintendent of the Foochow 
Arsenal. Ohu Té-kuei, Instructor-of-Mus- 
ketry to the Fu-ching rear-battalion of 
irregulars, strangled Lin Kuo-chén, an ‘ 


irregular (5) who acted as his servant, ix : 


a fit of passion, The soldier was firs: ' 
reported to have committed suicide ; bu:. 
his mother stating that he had been 
beaten by his master often before, and : 
that his master killed him for oe 
ing an opium-pipe bowl he was clean- 
ing, the District Magistrate sent an ex-} 
pectant Magistrate, Chang Tao-héng, to} 
hold an inquest. The crowd of specta- 
tors was very great, and thronged the 
mat-shed where the inquest was going ou 
so closely, that the building was over- 
thrown, Chang Tao-héng and the corps2- 
examiners fled in terror. Two days after- 
wards the inquest was resumed, and tie 
cause of death clearly ascertained. Bus! 
Chang Pao-Téng did not obtain the sign- ' 
atures (lit. thumb-marks) of the deceased's : 
relatives, and give over the body for burial, 
nor did he examine the murderer or tle’ 
neighbours. ‘This gave rise to a suspicicu 
of partiality, aud a dense crowd collected 
round the Superintendent’s oftice. That: 
officer, fearing an outbreak, called ww: 
the Magistrate to keep order, and, in: 
spite of his being in bad health, callei 
before him and personally examined tl: 
deceased's mother and the murderer, T:: 
latter is, according to precedent, liable tv, 
be summarily executed by martial las.: 
While the examination was going on, the: 
Magistrate arrived with his runners, The, 
crowd was very dense at this time ; ani. 
the Magistrate, at a loss how to make thew} 
disperse, withdrew into the Superinteué-| 
ent’s Office. One Li Erh-érh, a bad char-! 
acter, who had been @ corpse examiner: 
assistant-runner in the Magistracy, falsely: 
declaring that he was a relative of th 
murdered man’s, and that the inquest hai 
not been fairly conducted, called on ths, 
rowdies ‘to take rapid action.’ On ths: 
a shower of stones was directed at tiv 
office-door, which was broken in, and st. 
the buildings, which were injured. The 
workmen were also kept from resumin;. 
work, One of the gentry who tried 
remonstrate with the crowd was hit ty: 
stones. The Magistrate kept himself close-' 
hidden. Ho Ching, hearing of the ri:'; 
sent soldiers to quell it ; and Li Chao-t‘a», : 
moved up the Fu-ching rear-battalion (°: 
surround and capture the rioters, on whici 
they dispersed. The Memorialists censur: 
the Magistrate for his cowardice, Chan; 
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ao-héng for his timidity, and Shé Chih- 
ing, Lieutenant Colonel of the Fu-ching 
ar-battalion for failing to hear of the 
ot, and for acting ineffectually when he 
as summoned. These three officers lose 
1eir posts, and are given one month in 
hich to arrest the ringleaders. 
September 15th. — Court Circular — 
h‘6ng-tuan asks instructions on his depar- 
ire to worship at the Ming Tombs. 
(1) A Decree, in reply toa Memorial from 
1e Board of Punishments. In deciding 
16 cases at the Autumn Assize of each 
rovince, the particulars should be investi- 
ated, and a distinction made between 
1ose cases that are clearly proved and 
108e that require further delay, so as to 
void either injustice or undue leniency. 
peated Decrees have impressed on the 
athorities thisduty. Nevertheless of late 
2ars a custom has grown up of showing 
ctraordinary mercy even in cases in which 
number of grievous wounds are inflicted 
ith a lethal weapon, or in which the sang- 
inary nature of the attack almost amounts 
» murder of malice prepense, or which 
»semble resistance to arrest. Such cases 
ce rashly entered as ‘‘deferred.” The 
umber of “deferred” cases changed by 
ie Board to, “immediate,” is this year 
any more than formerly. This must be 
ue to adherence to the saying ‘‘ save the 
ving, the dead are past saving,” and to 
version to undue severity. Assuredly 
ach conduct is not in accordance with the 
rinciple that ‘‘the end of punishment is 
ae abolition of the penal laws.” The 
ligh Provincial Authorities must hereafter 
aithfully investigate and zealously despatch 
ll cases, so as to hold the balance between 
.umanity and law, and second the desire 
f the Court to ‘assist reform by distinct 
enalties.’ Let this Decree be promulgated. 
(2) Memorial from the Censor, Li Chao- 
si. The Memorialist observes that the 
hief duty of a minister is devotion to his 
overeign. Now the multifarious oflices 
f government can only be administered 
y the suitable officers: when therefore a 
irtuous man. is found, he should be pro- 
aoted. Thus the famous Ministers of old 
ept secret note of men of talent. But 
n the daily decline of the old customs 
nd the daily increase of shams, it has 
recome universal to try to obtain em- 
iloyment by toadying and adulation. ‘The 
anbitious must bully their inferiors and 
ringe to their superiors, to win a reputa- 
ion ; they must pay court to and humour 
those above them, to attract their com- 
jassion. Every man -has his particular 
ikes and dislikes; the crafty divine a 
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man’s tastes, as a means to win their ob- 
ject ; and their victim falls into their trap, 
unconscious of their deceit. Choosing 
ofiicials is like buying goods; most of 
them are adulterated. The self-seeking 
and caballing need not be mentioned. 
The Memorialist ‘then quotes decrees of 
Chien Lung and Chia Ch‘ing awarding . 
punishment to those who recommend ava- 
ricious or worthless officers. These decrees 
are most effectual. For no man would 
bring his friend to shame, however careless 
he might be of his own fair fame : nor would 
those who make recommendations dare to 
be swayed by likes or dislikes, or rashly 
recommend a man on private grounds. 
The Memorialist then cites the case of 
Wang Ting-an, who was recommended by 
Tséng Kuo-ch’iian,—see Gazette of 25th and 
31st August. Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian is an 
otticer of distinguished service and great 
fame, and his fault is but the error of a 
good man. But the Memorialist hears 
that recommendations are of late perpe- 
tually made, whether on good grounds 
or on hearsay, and not be discussed. 
How far this system of indiscriminate 
recommendation is beneficial to the State 
may, however, be asked. It is in truth 
but an experiment, a chance of ae 
success. If things go well, the high 
official gains reward for exalting the good ; 
if the ofticer is a failure, the responsibility 
is shifted to some one else. Therefore, 
the Memorialist requests that the law as 
to the punishment of ill-advised recom- 
mendation be enforced. As to Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian he is a Governor-General, aud the 
Memorialist dare not offer his opinion as 
to his liability to punishment. (See Gazette 
of August 25th.) 

(3) Ting Pao-chén reports a case of 
unlawful assumption of hereditary rank. 
Wang Shih-yii is a native of T‘ung-chiang 
District ; but moved at an early age to 
P‘éng-hsien. He was intimate with Wang 
Jung-fang, who, however, was not a rela- 
tion of his. Wang Jung-fang inherited the 
title of Yiin-ch‘i-yii (8th order of nobility), 
which his brother who died childless, had 
gained for military services. He, being 
also unmarried, left his patent of nobility, 
record of services, genoalogical tree etc., 
in charge of Wang-Shih-yii, when he went 
to serve his probation in the Governor- 
General’s brigade. He died in camp soon 
after, on which Wang Shih-yii gave himself 
out to be Wang Jung-fang’s eldest son, 
and got Yuan Ting-shau and Chan Lan- 
ju to insert the name of Wang Jung-hua 
in ¢he petition to the Magistrate. The 
late Magistrate tuvk their bunds as sure- 





ties, and reported the application, which 
was granted. Wang Shih-yii was sent to 
act as Secretary in the ‘T‘ung-chiang batta- 
lion, the Captain of which soon found ‘out 
the fraud and wrote to the Magistrate, 
who had himself ascertained the falsity of 
of Wang Shih-yii’s statements. Wang 
Shih-yii, when brought to trial before the 
Magistrate of T‘uny-chiang, proved con- 
tumacious ; his uncle, however, identified 
him, and he was sent up to the Provincial 
Capital. There his title having been taken 
away, he was tried and the above facts 


proved. He has no accomplices. The legal " 


sentence is penal servitude for life on a 
distant frontier. This is reduced, in con- 
sequence of the Act of Grace, to 100 blows 
and three years’ banishment. His sureties 
are both dead, and their case need not be 
considered. The salary he has wrongfully 
received must be repaid. The magistrate’s 
subsequent finding out the truth excuses 
his previous failure to investigate the facts 
of the case. 


September 16th.—Court Circular—The 
Grand Secretary Wén had audience, to 
receive instructions on his departure for 
the Eastern Mausolea (see Gazettes of Sep- 
tember 14th and September.) 


(1) A Decree apppointing Ming-kuei Gi] 
HE) Deputy Commissioner of the Oftice of 
Transmission. 


(2) A Decree, in answer to a memorial 
from Tso Tsung-t’ang, commanding the 
State Historiographer’s office to compile 
the biography of Ho Chin-shou, late Pre- 
fect of Yangchow. 


(3-4) Ho Ching reports taking over the 
seals of office as Governor on 15th July ; 
and Ts‘én Yii-ying reports giving over 
office and starting for Yunnan, where he 
* to act as Governor-General, on the same 

ay. 

(5) Ho Ching reports deputing P‘an 
Chiin-chang, Expectant ‘Taotai, to act as 
Judge, pending the arrival of Chang Méng- 
yiian. 

(6) Liu Ch‘ang-yu and Tu Jui-lien, in a 
joint memorial, submit the name of Shén 
Shou-jung, GABE , formerly Salt In- 
tendant in Yiinnan, as fit to fill the post 
of Intendant of the I-nan Circuit. The 
Intendant of the Circuit resides at P‘u-erh 
Fu, and has charge of two prefectures, 
one independent department and one in- 
dependent subprefecture. The Circuit is 
& most extensive one; the native tribe 


Ch-li (Fi. Al) under this jurisdiction 
borders on Burmah, the country of the 
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Laos (Fg we) and Siam ; and the mainten- 


ance of order and the protection of the 
frontier are most important. The country, 
moreover, is malarious, and the climat 
exceedingly enervating. An officer of ir 
telligence, ability and well acquainted wit 
frontier matters is required. The antec |” 
dents of the officer proposed are, as usu, | 
given at length.—Referred to the Board |" 
Civil Office. 
September 17th.—(1) Hsii Tung (ff 
Fd), President of the Board of Ceremonies, | - 


is appointed chief examiner for the Hsiaiy |. 
Shih, or metropolitan examination for th: |. 
degree of provincial graduate, to bo heli}: 
in Peking on 19th instant. ; 

(2-5) Decrees appointing other officials}. 
to various offices in connection with the 
above examination. ; 

(6) Memorial from Li Ho-nien, Governor 
of Honan, requesting that no expectants 
the rank of 'Tao-t‘ai downwards, belongin: 
to the ‘ purchase’ or ‘ meritorious ’ classes, 
may be sent to Honan for another year. 
The term of one year last granted will sou 
be over, and the block of expectants remaizs 
as great as ever. There are at present 
over 1,130 officials of the rank of Tao-t's 
downwards, waiting to be appointed, fer 
of whom can hope to obtain even an acting 
post. The upright among them are reduced 
to great straits, while the unworthy take 
to intrigue and sycophancy. Their daily 
increasing difficulties render it impossibie 
for them to be clean-handed when they @’ 
obtain office, to the great detriment i 
the public service. The Memorialist, after 
careful deliberation with the Financia 
Commissioner and the Judge, has nothin: 
for it but to ask that the period may be 
extended another year.—Rescript : Lot the 
Board of Civil Office deliberate and report. 

(7) Féng Yii-chi, Governor of Shansi. 
reports that, Wang Ssi-i, the Financia 
Commissioner of that province, havin; 
been summoned to the Capital to have 
audience, the judge, Yeh Po-ying, will ac 
in his stead from 31st July, while the Grait 
Intendant Shan Lien-ch’i will fill the 
vocaucy thus caused. —Rescript ; Noted. 

(8) Memorial from Jén Tao-jung, Go 
vernor of Shantung. In Shantung the 
Associate Examiners at the hsiany shil. 
whose number is fixed at fourteen, should 
by law be chosen from amongst the Depatt: 
ment and District Mayistrates who entered 
the service through the medium of the 
public examinations, © From fear lest they 
might have neglected their literary studies, 
a test examination is held and selection mad: 
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ccordingly. Of late years the number of 
iagistrates has proved insufficient, and 
ypeated applications have been made to 
1e throne to authorise the inclusion of 
ficials of the ‘immediate employment’ 
ad * allotted’ classes in the test examina- 
on. This year the date of the examina- 
on falls at a time when the Yellow River 
thigh (which requires the magistrates along 
‘8 course to be on their guard), and when 
1e luxuriance of the kao-liang affurds good 
over to robbers, the capture of whom en- 
ages the energies of the magistrates whose 
istricts are situated on the great roads. If. 
he efficient officers engayed in these im- 
ortant duties were to be exchanged for 
1experienced men, neglect of the publi 
ervice would be the result. The Mem 
ialiat therefore proposes to follow the pre- 
edents quoted above. The best of the 
and‘dates at the test examination will be 
rade Associate Examiners ; those slightly 
aferior, whether holding substantive posts 
r sent for ‘immediate emplo: ment,’ will 
ct as officials of the Outer Precincts. Res- 
ript :—Noted. 

(9) Ina Postscript Memorial, Jon Tao-jung 
equests that an Honorary Portal may be 
rected tothememory of Sung Liu-shih, mo- 
her of Sung Ch‘ing, General-in-chief of Ssu- 
h‘uen. This lady was herself distinguished 
y philanthropy ; and her son, in obedience 
o her injunctions, was always ready to aid 
n any good work. In 1879 he subscribed 
‘1s, 1,000 for the support of the students 
f the Ying-chou College at Yen-chou Fu ; 
n 1880 he gave Tls. 500 for the repair of 
he Literary Temple in his native district ; 
ind he contributed Tls. 800 to the yranary- 
und set on foot by the-Memorialist. He 
iso aided his kinsfolk and assisted the 
soor and needy. Granted by Rescript. 

(10) Yé-k‘uan, Governor of Kuang-tung, 
‘eports the trial and sentence in a case of 
natricide. Yang T‘ing-jui is a native of 
Cung-an. He lived with his mother, Yang 
Huang shih, towards whom he had hitherto 
seen obedient and respectful. On January 
30th 1882, Yang T‘iny-jui got intoxicated 
vfter the evening meal, and bevan stirring 
she fire with a knife which he took up. 
Afterwards he leapt about in the court- 
gard brandishing the knife, till his mother. 
fearing he might rush out and do some 
mischief, rebuked him and went up to him 
to take away the knife, when he struck 
her on the head with it. Yang Huang 
shih fell to the ground. Yang ‘Ting-jui’s 
wife, who was within, hearing the noise 
rushed out, and, calling the neighbours to 
her assistance, tried to revive Yang Huany 
shih, who, however, died of her wounds 
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the same night. Her son, on becoming 
sober, was filled with remorse. The Magis- 
trate had him arrested, and sent him, his 
wife, and a relative of the deceased woman’s, 
Huang Yiin-ch‘ao, to the capital, where a 
trial was held and the above facts confessed 
to. Yang T ‘ing-jui was sentenced, as the law 
directs, to death by the slow process. He 
was executed at the provincial capital, 
Tung-an being over over 300 li digtant 
from that city. His head has been sent to 
the scene of his crime to be exposed as a 
warning the others. 

(11) Ho-ching forwards a request, pre- 
ferred by Ho Haiu-lin, General-in-Chief, 
charged with the opening up of the moun- 
ains and the control of the native tribes 
in the northern circuit of Formosa, that 
Ch‘én Hui-huang, a headman of the natives 
may be permitted to assist in the work, 
and that his punishment for his share in 
the case of Chia Li-wan be graciously re- 
mitted. Ch‘éng Hui-huang has now sur- 
rendered himself, and brought 200 natives 
to assist in roadmaking. He has atoned 
for his crime by his diligence in the public 
service, and shows sincere repentance of 
his former misdeeds. —Granted by Rescript, 

September 18th. —(1) Kuai Té-piao, 
Judge of Hupei, reports his arrival at the 
capital of Hupei on his return from Peking, 
whither he was summoned in the spring of 
this year to have audience, and his taking 
over charge on 15th July. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Yii-lu. 
Thesudden inundations which befell Ch‘ien- 
shan-and other districts have been alread 
reported tothe Throne. On 14th July the 
Memorialist learned from the report of the 
Magistrate that in Wu-yuan District, owing 
to heavy rains in the middle of June, the 
mountain streams were flooded, and, rush- 
ing down to the plain, caused great destruc- 
tion of property, grave injury to fields, and 
some loss of life in the Western and South- 
ern suburbs. The Memorialist has sent 
officers to distribute relief, the funds 
already issued being used for this purpose. 
—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) Memorial from Ho-ching, Governor- 
General of Min-chéh, and Ts‘én Yii-ying, 
Governor of Fukien. The Memorialists 
observe that the establishment of examina- 
tions and the selection of scholars are 
measures for the assistance and promotion 
of talent; and that the first step towards 
the reform of morals and the improvement 
of manners is a sincere reverence for re- 
putation and chastity. Fukien is well- 
known as a seat of quiet learning and a 
stronghold of wifely constancy. Although 
there is a special fund established by law 
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for the supply of the expenses incurred 
in competing at the provincial and metro- 
politan examinations; and although the 
local officials and gentry have on several 
occasions obtained subscriptions and found- 
ed an institution for faithful widows, 
where their wants are supplied; in the 
remote corners of the seaboard, where 
money is scarce, many scholars who would 
gladly repair to the examinations, are de- 
barred by lack of funds, and widows who 
remain faithful are reduced to the direst 
straits of poverty. ; 

The Memorialists feel it their duty to 
succour such sufferers, so as to extend the 
influence of His Majesty’s benevolence ; 
but the finances are just now in no pro- 
sperous state, nor dare they employ the 
regular funds. It is now reported that 
the mercantile class, who are ever ready 
to assist in every good work, have again 
come to the aid of the government, 
The managers of the Kuang-fu and other 
houses, have expressed their desire to 
annually supply as much as they deem 
advisable fur the expenses of charitable 
undertakings, and to accumulate a special 
fund for future use. The Memorialists 
will, if this desire on the part of the mer- 
chants endures for three years, apply for 
rewards for them. The funds which it is 
proposed thus to subscribe, will be applied 
to the expenses of the scholars, and the 
support of the widows of Fukien. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from Ts‘én Yii- 
ying. The illegal fees in Fukien were, 
on the motion of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, en- 
tirely abolished in 1867. The unlicensed 
charges levied by the Magistrates on tea 
were applied to the general use. The 
public charges exacted from the Magistrates 
were to be supplied from the sum thus 
obtained, together with the surplus 
amounts of customs dues at the Min-an 
and other barriers, and of lekin on opium 
and miscellaneous goods. The receipt and 
expenditure were thus regulated, the 
administration of the oflicials and the sub- 
sistance of the people equally benefitted. 
But, after the lapse of more than ten 
years, circumstances have changed; and 
the Financial Commissioner and the heads 
of the Customs and Lekin Office have 
applied to have the ‘‘ public expenses” 
allowances redistributed as to correspond 
to the amount of business at each office. 
The Governor General’s yamén, they re- 
mark, has no allowance for public expenses ; 
yet, as that oflicer controls two provinces, 
his subordinates are exceedinely numerous, 
and his income quite insufticient. The 
business of the Salt and Grain Jnteudants’ 
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offices is comparatively light ; their public 
fees might be reduced, and the balan: 
given to the Governor and the two Con- 
missioners’ offices. The same principle of 
making the amount of fees correspond tw 
the requirements of the post, should be 
applied throughout the. province.—R¢- 
script ; Noted. : 

September 19th.—({1) A Decree, assent- 
ing to a request from Chang Chih-tung 
that a special office for the settlement vi 
the provincial treasury accounts within s 
given time may be established in Shansi. 
The confusion and abuses that have arisen 
under the heads of military expenditure, 
reorganization, and transferred accounts, 
must be investigated. The Governor's 
proposal is comprehensive and thorough. 

(2) A Decree cashiering Wang Shih- 
chéng, Intendant of the Military Secre- 
tariat of the Liang Kiang, for unbecoming 
levity, arrogance, aud want of self-restrain'. 
Liu Pang-yiian is degraded to rank of 
Secretary or Assistant District Magistrate, 
for neglecting his duties. These officers 
were denounced by the Censor Li Hune- 
k‘uei, for engrossing power and accepting 
bribes, a charge which the Governor P‘én; 


’ Yii-lin, to whom the charge was referred, 


reports to be not proved. The Lieutenant 
Colonel, Liu Kuo-jui, acting as aide-de-camp 
30 HA to Tso Tsung-t‘ang, is cashiered 
for having disreputable transactions with 
gatekeepers and the like ; and the Expect- 
ant Prefect, Chang Ch‘ung-shu, suffers the 
same punishment for fraudulent and avari- 
cious conduct. ‘Tso Tsung-t‘ang has had 
a long and glorious career, and has hitherto 
been zealous in the performance of his 
duties. When last year he had audience 
on his departure, he had the honour to 
receive Her Majesty's Decree commanding 
him to execute such reforms as circum- 
stances might admit, not to make changes 
after immature consideration. The salt 
administration is the important question 
in the Liang Kiang. If he desired to res- 
tore the old regulations, he should yet have 
reported the particulars of his proposed 
action to Us, and asked fora Rescript. Why 
must he take immediate action on his own 
rash determination, thus catsing much 
embarrassment? Henceforward Tso Tsuny- 
t‘ang must try to deal with any question 
that may arise in an unprejudiced spirit, 
and to eradicate his habit of following pre- 
conceived opinions. In his choice of men 
and consideration of views, he should re- 
double his care, and do away with obstruc- 
tive prejudices, in the hope that the 
despatch of business may be furthered, and 
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agreement among the official body pro- 
moted. Thus will be satisfied the deep 
desire of .the Court to place confidence in 
Our servants.’ 

(3) The acting Governor-General of the 
Two Kuang Provinces, Yii K‘uan, Governor 
of Kuangtung, and Ch‘ung- -kuang, Hoppo 
of Canton, report the transmission of the 
second instalment due from Canton Customs 
to Peking for 8th year Kuang Hsii. The 
annual amount due to Peking from this 
Custom House is, in detail, as follows :— 

Tis, 


For the Board of Revenue ......... 200,000 
Extra assessment for above......... 60000 
For the Peking Field Force...... vee 45,000 
Monthly allotment to Ili at Tls, 

2,500 .....0. eesevessccecenteue sessccseee 14,400 
Additional grant to above at Tis. 

2,500 ....csecscccrsesesscesceeeves seesee 30,000 


Aunual contribution to the Orumts‘i 
LOGS sie seccsosdeccsscsscorscowessesesece 50,000 
Refunds to Fukien loan by inatal- 


ments Of ....cscceeee adhecvinsetecacsss 6,000 
Contribution to expenses of protect- 
ing the frontier KE. and N_ ...... 120,v00 
Contribution to pay of troops at 
Uliasut’ ai ........ccccecees evceseces eee 10,000 
Payment to the Ottice of Construction 
3 for V. Kuang Haii...... 55,000 
- Coutributions to Privy Council ... 300,000 


The second instalment is now due; and is 
sent in bills, the proposal of the Buard of 
Revenue that the supplies should be for- 
warded in specie proving impracticable. 
The oflicers deputed started on 11th July. 
The items are :— 








Tis. 
Subsidy to the Capital. 50,000 
Scale allowance ..ccceccoseeesees 750 
Subsistance money ... 1 450 
Peking Field Force ... 5,000 
Two months pay for Ili 2,400 
Additional subsidy to above ...... 5,000 
Monthly subsidies to vate hien 
(New Dominion) .......0068 .. 5,000 
Refund on Fukien loan 6,000 
Contribution to frontier expenses. 10,000 
Pay to troops at Uliasut‘ai ......... 10,000 
Expenses of Court of Construction. 14,000 
Scale allowance .....cccssceessseesseeee 150 
Summer contribution to Privy 
PUrse’ s.ceccesceesesacedosscserociscese 75,000 
Scale allowance ......sseccessseceeeecs 1,125 
5 additional ......... . 1,875 
Pp orterage OXPONSES ressercoreevceees 600 
Total...... 184,600 


This sum has been borrowed from the 


following Shansi firms: RK {> bin 
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Be, THK, and will be refunded 
from the Customs receipt. Rescript : Let 
the Yaméu concerned take note. 

(4) Ch‘ing-yii, Director General of Grain 
Tranport, represents that, though his 
second son has now reached the age of 
18, and should by-law return to his Banner 
for service, his household requires some- 
one to manage it; he therefore requests 
that his son, K‘un-hou, may be left him 
for this purpose.—Granted by Rescript. 

(5) Li Ho-nien, Governor of Honan, 
reports that, in obedience to His Majesty’s 
Decree ordering the Governors of Anhui 
and Honan to take measures for the 
better government of the border country 
between their two provinces—including 
the Districts of Kushih and Shang-ch ‘éng 
on the one side, and Lu-an and Huo-ch ‘iu on 
the other—he entered into correspondence 
on the subject with Yii-lu. That officer 
has already reported his establishment of 
additional civil government on the Anhui 
side of the border, (see Gazette of May 
8th); and the Memorialist now proposes 
to establish an additional military force 
in Honan to complete the new arrange- 
ment. The Memorialist details his proposed 
changes of ofticers and posis which are of 
little interest. Three new officers and 150 
men are added to the forces, who will cost 
yearly some Ts. 2,000. The additional 
force must be collected beyond the pro- 
vince, Honan having no men to spare.— 
Rescript : Let the proper Board deliberate 
aud report. 

(6) Postscript Memorial from Ho-ching, 
forwarding an application from Kuan Chén- 
kuo, acting Commander-in-Chief of Fukien, 
for leave to erect, at his own cost, in the 
city of Canton a special temple to his 
brother, Kuan Chén-pang, and the other 
officers and men of his force, who died 
in battle or succumbed to their wounds, 
during his operations against the Taepings 
in Kuangtung, Kiangsi, Chékiang, and 
Fukien. ‘Their names have already been 
submitted for some mark of compassion, 
—Grauted by Rescript. 

September 20th.—(1) A Decree, in answer 
to a Memorial from Pien Pao-ti forwarding 
the Testamentary Memorial of Li P‘ei-ching 
and an account of his life, expressing the. 
Imperial regrets at his death, and ordering 
that the posthumous honours allotted by 
law to ofticers of the rank of Governor be 
bestowed upon him. His biography is also 
to be compiled by the State Histuriogra- 
pher’s Ottice. 

(2) Memorial from Yii K‘uan, Acting 
Governor-General of the Liany Kuang Pro- 





vinces, reporting a case of resistance to the 
police. The trial of some of the guilty 
parties in the casé of rebellion in Chieh- 
yang, and the orders for the capture of 
Chéng Ta-hsii and the other criminals who 
were still at large, have been already 
reported. Later on Fang Yiieh, acting 
Brigade-General at Ch‘ao-chow (Swatow), 
found out that Chéng Ta-hsii was in hiding 
at the village of Sha-lung in Ch‘ao-yang, 
where he was under the protection of his 
relative, Chéng Hsi-wu. Soldiers were sent 
to secretly capture him, and orders given 
to his relatives to hand him over bound 
to the authorities. This order not being 
obeyed, Chéng Hsi-wu was summoned 
that the surrender of the criminal might 
be enforced. But his sons, Chéng Chih- 
ts‘ai, a military graduate, and Chéng 
Ju-ta‘ai, a licentiate, got together an armed 
mob and forcibly rescued him, wounding 
one of the soldiers. On this the Magistrate 
was directed to have all the parties brought 
before the Court by force, if necessary. 
But the two brothers persisted in their 
protection of the criminals. In spite of 
repeated injunctions, they persevered in 
their rebellious conduct aud defiance uf the 
laws. The authorities at Ch‘ao-chow there- 
fore requested that Chéng Chih-ts‘ai might 
be deprived of his rank and feather, and 
Chéng Ju-ta‘ai of his rank. The Memo- 
rialist, on the application of the Provincial 
Commissioners, feels bound to support this 
request. The Memorialist lately received 
from the Censorate Board notice of an 
appeal to the capital by Chéng Chib-ta‘ai, 
and has accordingly directed the Judicial 
Commissioner to summon the witnesses 
and, after full trial, adjudicate on the case. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Memorial from Jén Tao-jung, Gover- 
nor of Shantung. The Yellow River runs 
for nearly 1,000 li of its course through 
Shantung, and the midsummer and autumn 
freshets are always a source of alarm. ‘This 
year the contant exertions of the officials 
and men, day and night, kept the dykes on 
the upper course of the River intact, in spite 
of repeated risings of the waters. ‘The 
lower course, from Chi-ho district to T’ieh- 
mén barrier, runs between the fields of the 
people. The Memorialist has always seen 
to the repair of all dykes end emabank- 
ments whether government or private pro- 
perty, in the spring of each year. But the 
river is here very narrow, the bed is con- 
stantly. silting up, and the course is 
devious in the extreme; besides, there 
is no free outlet to the sea, which 
renders the stream sluggish. Thus, when 
all the tributary streams are flooded in the 
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rainy reason, the villages along the river 
are one wide expanse of water. The heary 
rains in July caused a rise of ten feet, and 
great damage was done by the bursting of 
the dykes in Li-ch‘éng and other places. 
Where the inundation was serious, and 
the water had not run off, orders were 
given to fill up the breaches, and drain of 
the water. Soldiers have been sent t) 
assist the people in repairing the dykes, 
and relief will be provided where needed. 
The amount required will be reported 
when the results of the enquiries instituted 
have come to hand. The severity of the 
floods on the lower course of the Yellow 
River in Shantung is due to the mouth 
being obstructed, and the bed of the river 
having been gradually raised above the 
level of the surrounding country. The 
tributaries are also blocked up, and when 
the floods from the hill torrents all pour 
into the River there is no vent for ths 
waters, and an overflow of the Lee | 
River is the consequence. The mouth of } 
the River should be dredged clean ; but i 
the work would be difficult, and the { 
expense enormous, owing to the firmnex i 
of the sand and silt which form the bw. | 
The only course is to clear out the sma! i 
branches of the delta, and so lessen the | 
volume of water in the River.—A Reseript ; 
orders aid and relief to be given to the; 
people, and a further report to be made. 

(4) Memorial from Mei Ch‘i-chao, D.- | 
rector General of the Yellow River, | 
porting that the midsummer river term! 
has been safely passed, and that, aufumn ; 
having now begun, his precautions will be | 
redoubled. 

(5) P’éug Tsu-hsien, Governor of Hupei, 
requests some mark of approbation for 
young lady who made broth of her liver 
for her sick mother-in-law, who -imme 
diately recovered.—A Rescript commands 
the erection of an Honorary Portal to be . 
authorised. : 

September 21st.—The following are the | 
passages selected from the Four Books a - 
the subjects fur the first course at the ex- . 
ainination for provincial graduates nor : 
being conducted in Peking :— i 

(1) ‘The Master said—‘‘ Yung’s words are : 
right.” (Lun Yi Bk. V chap I a. 4 Se. 
Legge’s Classics Vol I. p. 48.) i 

2.—‘‘ By daily examinations and monib- i 
ly trials, and by making their rations 10 } 
accordance with their labours—this is the . 
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“way to encourage the class of artizans 


(Chung Yung XX 14, see Legge’s Classics 
Vol. I p. 274.) 

3.—‘‘ Po-i among the sages was the pure 
one ; I Yin was the most inclined to taks 
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fice ; Hui of Liu-hsia was the accommo- 
sting one.” (Mencius, Bk. V, Pt. II, 
cc 25, see Legge’s Classics, Vol. II, p. 


4. —Subject for verse composition. The 
aes to be five characters in length, and 


ght of every sixteen lines to rhyme with 


oe character he Sung. 


‘¢ The sturdy pine-tree to the blast 
Betrays no sign of age.” 

(1) ‘Votive tablets are granted to the 
mples of the God of War, of the Dragon 
od, and of the tutelary deity of the dis- 
ict city of Yiin-ch‘éng in. Shantung, as a 
ken of gratitude for ready response to 
‘ayers for rain ; and to the temple of the 
ragon Spirit at- the village of Chuang- 
ou as a return for the miraculous abate- 
ent of the overflow of the Wei River last 
var. 

(2) Ho-ching, Governor-General of Min- 
ih, reports the award in a case of mutual 
cusation on the part of two military 
ficers.: Ohang Chin-pang, ex-Lieut.-Co- 
nel of the Lé-ch‘ing regiment in Chékiang, 
mplained that his Captain, Hou Ting- 
\‘éng, wilfully delayed the despatch of 
oops and the issue of pay, and had no 
ar of his superior otticers before his eyes; 
ou Ting-ch‘éug, on the other part, charg- 
| Chang Chiu-paug with deducting part of 
.e soldiers’ pay and embezzling the bounty 
oney. Both officers were deprived of 
\eir rank and put upon their trial, when 
1e facts were found to be as follows :— 
hang Chin-pang borrowed the bounty 
oney, 75 Tis. to repair his office. He 
id not levy a tax on the soldiers’ pay ; on 
ie contrary, he himself subscribed money 
rr the repair of the Yamén and the pur- 
1ase of armsetc. Hou P‘ing-ch‘éng, when 
tdered to go to P‘an-shih wei to build a 
wt, delayed some days till the soldiers’ 
ay, then due, arrived ; some more days 
ere consumed in waiting till some inferior 
lver was changed. The two officers had 
aaltercation about the pay and the repairs 
{ the Yamén, which Hou P‘ing-ch‘éng 
1ought had been done by deducting the 
mount from the soldiers’ pay ; and they 
oth appealed to the high authorities. 
hang Chin-pang is restored to his rank 
ad retained for service in Ohékiang ; but 
is case is to be submitted to be Board for 
ynsideration. Hou Ping-ch‘éng’s dismis- 
\l is confirmed.—Approved of by Rescript. 
(3) Ch‘ien Hsi, Military Lieutenant Go- 
ernor of Ch‘shar, requests some mark of 
pprobation for Tarchi, ex-Brigadier of the 
fongol Bannermen at Ch‘ahar, who was 
ppointed to superintend the training of 
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the cavalry at that place. The Memorialist 
reviewed these troops (who, to the number 
of 250, are trained till they become efficient 
and then replaced by another body from the 
4,000 picked men of the Banners), and 
found their volley-firing excellent, their 
lance practice rapid and skilful. Considering 
the short time they had been under training, 
their instructor deserves the highest praise., 
—A Rescript restores to Tarchi the button 
of the first rank, his title of batur‘u, and 
his former post at Ch‘ahar. 

September 22nd.—{1) Pu-lien reports 
that the caterpillars that attacked the pine- 
trees at the Eastern Mausolea have been 
exterminated ; and several showers having 
fallen, the trees have put forth new shoots, 
and are all green and flourishing. His 
Majesty may set His mind at rest about 
them. Rescript.—Noted. 

(2) Memorial from Wei Jung-kuang, 
Governor of Kiangsu, requesting that the 
biography of the late Senior Secretary 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction, Liu 
Hsi-tsai, may be: compiled by the slate - 
Historiographer’s office. Liu Hai-tsai, 
the Memorialist observes, was left on 
orphan at an early age, and devoted 
himself to study, striving to follow in 
the footsteps of ‘the great exemplars of 
old. Becoming a graduate in 1845, he 
entered the Han-lin College, where he was 
distinguished for his upright behaviour 
and decision of character. His conduct 
was absolutely pure; his mode of living 
frugal and humble, to a degree unattain- 
able by others. The classics he studied 
deeply, and was well read in history and 
biography. “His accomplishments were 
many and useful; his learning was 
regulated by propriety, and his walk 
and conversation were upright and pure. 
On his retirement from official life, 
he became head of the Tung-wén 
College at Shanghai, where he benefitted 
his pupils as much by the example 
he set them as by his literary instruction. 
He proved himself a careful, painstaking 
teacher, and showed a wise discrimination 
in directing his pupils’ studies. Scholars 
flocked to Shanghai from Kiangsu and 
Fukien. Many hundreds. of his disciples 
rose to distinction ; and, when he died, 
literati came a thousand Ji to show the 
last token of respect to their master. In 
his younger days he published numerous 
works on literature, both pactical and 
prose ; his later years he devoted to the 
instruction of the young. His whole life 
affords an example of rectitude and purity 
of conduct, that has evoked universal 
respect ; and his learning was without any 
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flaw of heterodoxy. The Memorialist cites 
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Ch‘éng Ying-ying = P= jis id who 


preceedents for the proposed honour, 
which was granted by Decree of 1st Sept. 
September 23rd.—(1) A Decree, rebuk- 
ing Sung-pu, Secretary of the Office of 
Transmission, for requesting a re-examina- 
tion of the case of the degraded Magistrate 


Wu-ch‘in ; and handing him over to the . 


Board for the determination of a severe 
penalty, for being careless and blundering 
enough most to improperly memorialize in 
favour of Chang-liu, who in 1865 escaped 
being arrested for embezzlement, who after- 
wards interfered in the management of the 
granaries, and in whose house, on his be- 
ing lately denounced, were discovered a 
stone-bridge, an underground passage, 
guns, and swords,—clear proofs of his law- 
lessness. 

(2) A Decree appointing Chou Té-jun 


Gabe) Assistant Supervisor of In- 


straction, 

(3) Hsia Chia-hao, Junior Vice-President 
of the Board of Punishments(and a Minister 
of the Tsung-li Yamén), is granted one 
month’s extra leave to attend to his health ; 
no acting appointment to his pust need be 
made. : 

(4) Wo-k‘o-chin-t‘ai is appointed Military 
Deputy Lieutenant-Governor of Hulan. 

(5) A Decree.—Ooren is a dependency of 
China. Its princes have for generations been 
Our feudatories, and have ever been known 
to be reverent and respectful. The Court 
regards them as its near kindred and We 
sympathize in their joys and sorrows. Some 
time since Chang Shu-shéng reported to 
Us that the Oorean army had mutinied, 
and suddenly in the 6th moon surrounded 
the palace of the Prince ; that the Princess 
had come to an untimely end, and Ministers 
of State had been slain ; that, the Japanese 
Legation also had suffered from their vio- 
lence. We forthwith ordered Chang Shu- 
shéng to send land and naval forces to put 
down the rebellion ; and, as Li Hung- 
chang’s period of leave had expired, We 
summoned him to Tientsin to assist in the 
settlement of the affair. Shortly after, the 
Generals Wu Ch‘ang-fa and Ting Ju-ch‘ang, 
and the Intendant Ma Chien-chuny, crossed 
to Corea at the head of an army and mak- 
ing their way into the capital, seized on 
over 100 of the rebels. They exterminated 
the ringleaders, but pardoned their follow- 
ers, and in the space of ten days the trouble 
and disturbance were allayed and general 
confidence reatored. Inquiry into the com- 
mon talk of the people showed that the 
cause of the outbreak was the soldiers’ 
clamouring for pay, and that it was Li 
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was the arch-plotter in inciting them to 


mutiny. Wu Ch‘ang-fa and his colleague |: 


accordingly sent him under escort to Tien 
tain; and We sent down orders that he 
should be handed over to Li Hung-chay 
and Chang Shu-shéng, who should ascertain 
the facts and report to Us. Li Ch‘é 
Ying-ying, when the Prince was of tender 
years, held the supreme authority aud 
oppressed the people. His misdeeds an 
plainly evident. Ever sinee the Princ 
assumed the Government, his jealousy hu 
daily increased. Last year there was 
conspiracy to rebel on the part of hi 
son, Li Tsai-hsien ; and,. when on this 
occasion the disaffected soldiery first of 
all proceeded to his house to make know 
their grievances, he did not with firm 
remonstrances dissuade them from insur 
rection ; on the contrary, when the rivi 
was over, he usurped the Government. 
His power and supremacy were unlimited, 
but he took no steps to punish the rebels. 
When Li Hung-chang and his colleague, in 
obedience to Our command, examined hin, 
he persisted in every conceivable prevarics 
tion aud concealment, and would not 
confess the truth. His assembling a baud 
of rebels, his being the prime-mover in this 
outbreak, assuredly render him liable tos 
hundred penalties, which he cannot evade. 
Considering the, constant arrogance with 
which he has intimidated his Sovereign, and 
his plot that endangered the state, he should 
be punished with all the rigour of the lav. 
But We bethink Ourselves of the ties of 
kindred that render Li Ch‘ény Ying-ying 
an object of reverence to the Prince of 
Corea, and that, if heavy sentence be meted 
out to him, that Prince will be involved 
in a state of helpless misery. For thew 
reasons We of Our special favour, most 
leniently lighten his sentence. Let Li 
Ch‘éng Ying-ying escape the punishment 
due to his crimes, and live in peace a 
Pao-ting Fu in Chihli, nor ever return to his 
country. Let the Governor-General of 
Chihli continue to bountifully afford hin 
such support as his rank demands, sud 
strictly keep watch over him, that thuss 
cause of trouble and calamity to Corea my 
be removed and the breach of the laws 0 
kindred towards the Prince of that king: 
dom be healed. Wu Ch‘ang-fa’s force 1! 
to remain for the present in Corea to pre 
serve order, and Li Hung-chang is to attend 
to the settlement of that kingdom. 

(6) A Decree, in answer to a Memoril 
from the Board of Punishments complait- 
ing of delay in forwarding the sentence 
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xt the Autumn Assizes to the Bvard. 
‘hese reports should be made by the 
aiddle of the fifth moon; but this year 
ome have not come to hand before the 
ix or seventh moon. Such delay will in 
ature render the High Authorities liable 
.o denunciation and punishment, 

(7) Memorial from Tu Jui-lien, Governor 
f Yiinnan, requesting that the late Gov- 


ror of Yiiunan, Chang Jih-chéng (ie 
Gf Po may be admitted to the temple of 


vtabie officers. This official was appointed 
fovernor in 1850; on reaching his pust, 
u spite of illuess, he reformed the ad- 
sinistration, giving the people rest and 
xamining the character of the officials. 
Ie allayed the disturbances that constantly 
courted on the froutier or among the 
borigines with promptitude. In giving 
mportance to the cultivation of the mul- 
erry so as to assure the people’s means of 
ubsistence, fostering talent and establish- 
w literary examinations, justly redressing 
trong and so obtaining refreshing rains, 
© showed true beneticence towards the 
eople, who still talk of his goodness. He 
ied at his post df illness brought on by 
xcess of work seven years after, and his 
iography was ordered to be compiled by 
he State Historiographer. He has siuce 
een accorded many honours in Ssii-ch‘uan, 
ud only in Yiiouan has sacrifice to his 
pirit been long delayed.—Granted by 
tescript. ‘ 
(8) Tso Tsung-t‘ang, in a Postscript 
demorial, requests that an Iutendant, Li 
thén-yii, may be temporarily deprived of 
lis rank, and brought to trial on a charge 
f promoting false accusation, and apply- 
ng relief funds to purposes of maintenance. 
(9) Ch‘éng-tuan, in a rambling memorial, 
lenies the charges of dismissing the keepers 
{the Ming tombs, extorting money etc., 
thich were brought against him, and 
<cuses the Magistrate of Ch‘any-p‘ing 
shou of inciting the peopie to bring false 
harges. He asks for an investigation, and 
‘Xpresses his willingness to suffer condign 
Nuishment, if the charges be proved. 
Seo Guzettes of 3rd, 29th, August, 5th 
September.) é 
(10) Tan Chung-lin, Governor-General 
ifthe Shen-kan provinces, reports the trial 
wd award in acase in which a false accusa- 
jon of adultery was brought to obtain 
noney, and two individuals of one family 
vere wilfully murdered. The circumstances 
of the case are as follows :—Hsi Kung shih 
nas the second wife of Hsi Ying ; her only 
ion, Pao Ch‘ény-tzi, had been carried: off 
by robbers. Hei Wang shi was the wife 
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of Hai Kung-shth’s late husband’s brother, 
and had a son, Lo Ch‘éng-tzii, aged twelve. 
The two families lived together in harmony. 
Hai Hsien was Hsi Yiny’s first cousin. Ho 
Shéng was a man-servant whom Hsi Wang 
shih had brought up. Hai Ying died in the 
reign of T‘ung Chih, and his wife begged 
Hai Hsien to come and manage her house- 
hold, when an illicit connexion sprang up 
between them. Hai Kung shih, from love 
for Hsi Hsien, wanted to adopt his son, and 
assembled her relatives to discuss the project, 
which was opposed by Hai Wang shih on 
the ground that Hsi Kung shih’s son was not 
known to be dead. Ata second meeting, 
Hei Wang shih again opposed the pro- 
posal, and asked what was Hai Kung shih’s 
motive. The latter, incensed at her design 
being suspected, determined to make away 
with Hsi Wang shih and get her money. 
She prompted Hsi Hsien to accuse Hai 
Wang shih of illicit intercourse with Ho 
Shéng. Some days after, when Hgi Wang 
shih and her son were sitting together and 
Ho Shéng was asleep in an outer room, 
Hai Kung shih enticed the boy away and 
locked him up, and, with Hsi Haien’s 
assistance, attacked and wounded Mai 
Wang shih. Ho Shéng, hearing the up- 
roar, came in; but he was felled by Hsi 
Hsien with the door-post, and murdered. 
The murderers then arranged the bodies 
so as to support the charge of adultery, 
and Hsi Kuny shih touk possession of Hai 
Wang shih’s property. Next day they 
reported having slain the two parties in 
the act of adultery. Lo Ch‘éng-tzi had 
got out by the window and knew the 
truth; and Ho-shéng’s brother appealed 
to the Magistrate to hold an inquiry. The 
prevalence of highway robbery prevented 
the parties being sent to the Capital. After- 
wards, as some important witnesses died, 
the trial was held by the Intendant of the 
An-su Circuit, as being nearest the spot. 
The Memorialist observes that Ho-shén 
having been brought up by Hsi Wang shih 
should be considered one of the family, 
Hai Kung shih has been sentenced to im- 
mediate decapitation, the legal penalty of 
exposure of the head being remitted as the 
criminal is a woman. MHasi-hsien is also 
sentenced tu immediate decapitation after 
branding on the check. Honours are 
requested for Hsi Wang shih for her 
chastity. ; 
September 24th.—(1) A Memorial from 
P‘éng ‘T'su-haien requests that honorary 
titles may be bestuwed on the Spirit of the 
Palladium Temple of Huang-pi District 
and the Spirit of Mu-lan Shan. On prayer 
being made to the furmer, the grain was 
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left unharmed by a plague of locusts. The 
Nien-fei (Filchers) attacking the city in 
1859, were put to flight by the miraculous 
appearance of this spirit in the form of a 
man of vast size in ancient garb who from 
the wall directed the troops. To the north 
_ of the district city is the Mu-lan Hill, which 
rises in precipitous terraces. There was a 
temple on the hill, said to be in honour of 
a famous maid, Mu-lan, who served in the 
army instead of her father ; died a virgin 
full of age and honours, and is buried on 
the north of the hill. In times of flood or 
drought or pestilence prayers to her are 
immediately answered. In 1862 when the 
rebels arrived, before the fort that the 
inhabitants were building on the hill was 
completed, the fort was hidden in red 
vapour so that the rebels dared not ap- 
proach. The spirit thus saved several 
thousand lives. In 1865 when another 
inroad of the rebels occurred, the people 
fled to the fort like ants. 
denly retreated, and those who pursued 
them reported that they had seen on the 
hill the banners ofanarmy regularly arrayed 
and a man in full armour directing their 
movements. This is another instance of 
divine protection. Now that the Empire 
is at peace and the people joyfully pursue 
their vocations, it is meet to ask some 
recognition of the divine aid which was 
vouchsafed in days of trouble. (See Gazette 
of 30th August.) 

(2) Wei Jung-kuang requests that, as 
the law directs, an Honorary Portal may 
be erected to Hu-shih, mother of the late 
Magistrate of Yang-hu, who subscribed 
over Tls. 1,000 for the deepening of the 
North Dyke Canal which bounds three 
districts and is thirty li in length, and for 
the repair of bridges over it. The people 
of this locality, owing to its lying very low, 
are entirely dependent on Canals to free the 
fields from inundation. The late Magis- 
trate, Wu K‘ang-shou, during his five years’ 
tenure of office, saved money to set about 
the clearing of the canals, but the expense 
had deterred him from attempting the use- 
ful public work now undertaken by his 
mother.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Chang Shu-shéng, Acting Governor- 
General of Chihli, reports the death of 
the Prefect of Ho Chien, Wei Yeh- 
heiang, on the 11th August. He had 
not been a year at his post. The Memo- 
rialist remarks on the importance and 
difficulty of this post. The judicial work 
is heavy, and the care of the river-works 
throughout the eleven departments and 
districts that conprised it, very important. 
—Noted. 
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September 25th._{1) A Decree handing 
over to the Board for determination of s 
penalty Liu Kuang-yi, expectant Prefect 
on the Honan establishment on service in 
Kirin and Yii Chiin, Subprefect in Kirin, 
for carelessness in conduct of the trial of 
one Ma Hsing, whose case they had been 
deputed to investigate. The charges of 
‘squeezing ” on the issue of pay, of extor- 
tion and usury, brought against them by 
the Censor, Chang Hung-yuan, are found 
by Ch‘ung Ch‘i and Ch‘i Hsin, whom the 
Emperor ordered to investigate the case, 
to be groundless. 

(2) Memorial from Ch‘én Shih-chieh, 
proposing that the case of the Intendant, 
Wang Yin-yueh, who has appealed a second 
time to the Censorate, charging the Pre- 
fect and Magistrate of Ting Yuan District 
with inciting the people to attack hin 
because his survey of wastelands endangered 
their illegal gains, should be re-investigated 
by the Governor-General of the Min-chéh 
provinces. The Intendant had professed 
himself satisfied with the punishment of 
the rioters and the handing over of the 
Prefect and Magistrate to the Board for 
determination of a penalty; but, hearing 
that the people of the prefecture had peti- 
tioned for the Prefect’s restoration to his 
post, laid a fresh complaint. (A Decree 
has already appeared. ) 

September 26th.—(1) Postscript Memo- 
rial from Ho-ching reporting floods at 
Amoy and Chang-chow Fu. The Memo- 
rialist premises that Fukien is a mountain- 
ous province situated on the coast ; and 
the two localities of Chang-chow Fu and 
Amoy, being on the lower course of rivers, 
are subject in times of violent heat to hur. 
ticances and heavy rains. On the night of 
13th July, a thunderstorm accompanied 
by heavy rain broke over the city of Chang. 
chow, and, lasting till morning, flooded the 
streams, rivers, and pools. On the 5th, the 
north and west streams uniting, and meet- 
ing the high tide, caused the suburbs to be 
flooded to a depth of several feet. A high 
wind rising caused much damage to houses, 
ships, and life; soldiers with boats and 
rafts were sent to the rescue, and rice- 
gruel served out to the sufferers. Next 
day the waters gradually subsided. About 
half a score of lives were lost, a hundred 
houses overthrown, and thirty vessels in 
the creeks destroyed by being driven 
against one another. The people on the 
north side of the city, where the ground 
is higher, escaped unharmed. 

At Amoy on the 15th July about 7 p.m. 
a violent hurricane arose, and blew till 9 
p.m. A foreign hong, the Telegraph Office, 
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and the British Consulate at Ku-lang-so 
on the south bank were injured, and over 
100 vessels in the roadstead damaged. A 
girl on aGerman ship was drowned. Luckily 
the early rice had already been brought to 
the threshing floor, and the late crop had 
not yet been planted. Such is the sub- 
stance of the report of the Intendant and 
other officials. The Memorialist has taken 
measures to relieve the distressed popula- 
tion, having ordered a survey to be made, 
funds to be issued from the Lekin Office at 
Chang-chow, and arrangements to be made 
by the Coastguard Sub-prefect at Amoy. 
Further report will be made of the state of 
neighbouring localities. —A Rescript orders 
efficient relief to be given. . 

(2) On the application of Ohang Shu- 
shéng an Honorary Portal is to be granted 
to Hsi Chti-chéng, father of Hsi Pao-t‘ien, 
an ex-Financial Commissioner, residing in 
Hunon, for bidding his son subscribe Tls, 
1,000 for relief purposes in Ohihli. 

(3) The Literary Chancellor of Kiangsi, 
Hung Chiin, reports that the Sub-Director 
of studies for the Lu Hsi District, Yen 


Lion-k‘uei (SIBRAF) has devoted him- 


self to the study of mathematics, has writ- 
ten a Compendium of Western and Chinese | 
Arithmetic, an Explanation of the Globe, 
and a Manual of Gunnery, and is thoroughly 
versed in calculation, astronomical observa- 


tion, single and quadruple position, (RK 


7 Jv) algebra Ae Bh) and conic 
sections ( ). He is further a man of 


good character. The Memorialist hesitates 
to follow the precedent of Huang Mao- 
lin, a mathematician sent to the Tsung-li 
Yamén by a former Chancellor, as Yen 
Lien-k‘uei holds an official post.—A Re- 
script orders this course to be followed. 

(4) In a further postscript, Hung Chiin 
recommends Wang Shang-chih, Sub-Direo- 
tor of Education at Lien Hua ting for 
purity of conduct and depth of learning. 
He erected a refuge for female children, 
and thus reformed the custom of infanti- 
cide heretofore prevalent. Hu Yu-mei, an- 
other Sub-Director, is also recommended 
for learning, probity and.zeal in teaching. 

(5) Chang Shu-shéng, in a Postscript 
Memorial, requests that honours may be 
awarded to Chang Kan, only child of 
Chang Shih-yiin, Director of Studies in 
Yen-ch‘ing chow, who, when his mother fell 
ill, wrote a prayer in his blood and 
burnt it, thus causing her recovery, 
whose example and discourse did much to 
encourage filial piety in the Department, 
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and whose devotion proved fatal to him. 
He died of blood-spitting and dysentery 
brought on by exposure to cold, while 
praying for his ailing father. ‘He ful- 
filled in his own pérson the position of a 
most dutiful daughter and a most- atten- 
tive son.’ Similar marks of approbation 
are requested for the son of a gentleman of 
the Yii-t’ien district, who, when his mother 
was ill, secretly prayed that his life might 
redeem her from death. She died ; and, 
though, his father being atill alive, he 
could not take up his abode at her tomb, 
he visited it thrice daily, regardless of 
wind or rain. On the death of his father, 
he built himself a hut at the grave and 
dwelt there on the most simple fare, per- 
forming the last sad rites long after the 
three years of mourning had expired. The 
magistrate of his district visited him and 
found him engaged in punctuating the 
Book of Changes for the students of the 
neighbourhood, and dwelling in a hut in 
which he had room only to crouch. His 
example has had a most ennobling effect 
on the people.—Granted by Rescript. 

September 27th.—(1) A Decree, in reply 
to a Memorial from the Board of Rites, 
forwarding a request from the Prince of 
Corea that Li Shih-ying may return to his 
country. Li Shih-ying made his near rela- 
tionship to the Prince a ground for con- 
tinual arrogance and intimidation ;. he 
plotted against his country and cannot es- 
cape the just punishment of his misdeeds. 
In consideration of his petition, we exer- 
cised peculiar clemency, choosing a place 
for his quiet abode and directing handsome 
entertainment to be given him. The 
Prince founds his prayer for pardon on his 
own obligation to pay his father the pre- 
scribed visits, and on Li Shih-ying’s age 
and infirmities. His language and pur- 
pose are most earnest, showing the ex- 
treme of filial love. But Li Shih-ying’s 
offence against his country was grave in- 
deed. The Prince should, now that he 
has succeeded ta the throne, esteem the 
welfare of his country above all else, nor 
can he continue to consider his own selfish 
affections. His request need not be con- 
sidered. He may, however, send officers to 
pay his father the stated visits of ceremony. 
Henceforward no such importunaterequesta 
are to be made. 


(2) Yung-shun (Hx HD) is appointed 
Commissioner of the Office of Transmission. 
(3) Sung-shan 00D) is to act as Capt.- 
General of the Guards Division of the 
Plain White Banner,-in place of Ching-jui. 
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(4) Pien Pao-ti reports arriving at his 
post and taking over charge on 4th August. 
The Memorialist remarks that on his way 
through Chihli he observed that the 
country was rather in want of rain; that 
the Yangtsze was in flood, as he came 
through Auhui and Hupei; and that in 
Shantung and Kiangsu the spring wheat 
had been harvested, and the autumn crop 
was sprouting well. 

(5) T‘u Tsung-ying reports handing over 
the seal of office to Pien Pao-ti. 


September 28th.—(1) Ching-féng (f+ 


18), son of the Grand Secretary Pao, is 


appointed Sub-Director of the Banqueting 
Court. 

(2) A Decree respecting the case of 
Wang Yin-yiieh, Intendant in Chékiang. 
When this ofticer went to Chia-hsing Fu to 
survey the waste-lands, his conduct was 
somewhat arbitrary. He has further taken 
upon himself to make reiterated appeals 
to the capital. ‘The Governor, Ch‘én Shih- 
chieh, having reported on the assault said 
to have been committed on the Intendant 
by the people, and having punished the 
clerks who caused the disturbance and the 
magistrates who failed in vigilance, a Re- 
script was issued closing the case. But the 
Intendant has had the audacity to make a 
despatch on public business the vehicle 
for violent abuse of the Governor, saying 
that ‘‘his action was unfair, that he showed 
favoritism, and screened the wrongdoers.” 
Such utter impropriety and audacious 
disrespect are reckless and wicked in the 
extreme. Wang Yin-yiieh is handed over 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. 

(3) Ch’ing-yii, Director General of the 
Grain Transport, reports delaying the open- 
ing of the dams which keep in the waters of 
the midsummer freshet, for the purpose of 
protecting the fields of the inhabitants and 
enabling the harvest to be gathered in. 
The rising of the waters has been already 
reported (July 30th). Thanks to the sup- 
ply of material at hand, the embankments 
in Yang-chow Fu were kept intact by the 
exertions of the officers deputed by the 
Memorialist and the Governor General. 
In the first half of August the waters in 
Huai-an and Hsii-chow gradually subsided ; 
the waters of the Hung-tsé Lake continued 
to rise, and, combining with the freshet on 
the River, reached a great height. When the 
freshet ceased, the waters below Pao-ying 
not only did not fall but continued to rise, 
till, on 11th August, the depth at Kao- 
yu was 15 chih, six chih higher than last 
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- have been accomplished by the beyinniny 


(Serr. 27—28. 


year and two more than the depth at which 
the dams should be opened. The dykes 
lately repaired remained firm, but th 
water rose level with the low ones, aui 
leaked through the narrower embankments. 
The lateness of the season had delayed tic 
harvest ten days or more, and, this bei, 
the people’s only reward for their labour, 
the Memorialist could not bear to let the 
crop be washed away. In spite of difficulty 
and danger, he and his subordinates delayed 
opening the dams, and, by constant super. 
vision and supplying additional works « 
dangerous points, have succeeded in giving 
the people time to gather in their cro). 
At the places most backward, this will 






of September. The Memorialist proposes, 
if possible, not to open the dams at ali 
this year, and thus save the expense of 
building fresh ones in winter.—Rescript: 
Perused. Let the Director General and 
his subordinates in the work continue 
their efforts to protect the fields of the 
people. 

(4) P*éng Tsu-hsien, Governor of Hupei. 
reports the raising of an extra body of ot) 
irregulars by Yii Ch‘ao-kuai, Brigadier of 
the Ting Battalion, in accordance with the 
request of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, to assiat iu 
the repression of salt-smuggling on the 
southern border of Hupei. in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Chéng-yang barrier.— 
Rescript : Noted, 

(5) T‘an Chung-lin, Governor-General 
of the Shén-kan Provinces, requests that a 
mark of approbation be bestowed on the 
late Expectant Intendant on the Kansulh 
Establishment, Chang-ch‘in, who, a 
Magistrate of Wu-wei, saved money to 
be put out at interest for the pro- 
vision of the expenses ‘of candidates from 
Kansuh at the metropolitan examina- 
tions. He died before he had amassed 
the Tls. 10,000 necessary, leaving the duty 
of completing that sum to his son, who 
has now forwarded it to Lan-chow Fu. 

(6) P‘éng Tsu-hsien reports forwarding 
Tls. 10,000 to the city, being the third 
instalment of the Tis. 50,000 due from 
Hupei for the expenses of the Imperial 
Household. The scale, porterage, and 
packing allowances, amounting to 'I'ls. 330, 
have also been forwarded. 

(7) Yii-lu, Governor of Anhwui, reports 
the completion of the Temple granted in 
the reign of Hsien-féng to Lit Hsien-chi 
for his exertions with regard to the train- 
bands, and asks that it be entered on 
the list of temples at which sacrifice is 
offered by the officials in spring and au- 
tumn, and that sacrifice be also paid to 
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he Sub-prefect, Hsii Ch‘i-shan, who fell 
vy the hands of the rebels at the same 
ime, and of the Prefect Chu Lin-ch‘i. 
Che subsequent troubles in Auhwui have 
lelayed the building of the temple till 


10W. 


(8) Ch‘ung-ch‘i reports that the regular 


and-tax assessment for Féng-huang-t‘ing 
wid its four subordinate districts, amount- 
ng to Tis. 39,009, has been, together with 
she waste assessment of Tls. 12,483, col- 
tected in full. The regnlar assessment is 
levoted to the payment of the forces, and 
has been forwarded to the Intendant’s 
Treasury. The extra waste assessment, 
exclusive of the charges for meltage, and 
loss in refining, is retained to supply 
ofticial allowances, runners’ rations, forage 
for horses, etc.—Rescript : Perused. 
September 29th.—(1) Wang Ming-luan 
“TENE is appointed Sub-Expositor of 
the Hantin College. 
. (2) Pa Lien and his colleagues report a 
deticiency in the sacrificial vessels in the 
Treasury at the Eastern Mausolea. The 
Memorialists were filled with horror and 
.astonishment at hearing, on 25th August, 
that, on opening the chests containing the 
-sacrificial vessels to fulfil an order from 
the Office of Ceremonies of the Imperial 
Clan, 36 bowls and salvers were found to 
:be missing. The rule is that articles 
wanted by the Office are obtained on the 
- authority of a sealed order, and returned 
to the Treasury as soon as the sacrifice is 
over, when a sealed receipt is issued by the 
. branch Board of Rites at the Eastern Mau- 
. solea The chestsare sealed by both the office 
and the Board, and are further locked, 
. the keys being kept by the Office of Cere- 
- monies. How then came more than thirty 
; Vessels to be lost? The Memorialists were 
; filled with anxiety, and utterly ata loss 
_ what steps to take. They issued a notice 
offering a. reward, and instituted a vigor- 
. ous search in the vicinity. They wrote to 
; the Governor-General to insist on the cap- 
ture of the thieves within a given time, 
and summoned the Magistrate of Tsun-hua 
_ Chow to Malanya, laying upon him the re- 
sponsibility of capturing these thieves and 
those who rifled the tomb of the Imperial 
‘ concubine some time ago. The locks of the 
; chests were found not to have been tamp- 
, ered with, which renders the loss still more 
: Suspicious, The sergeant and attendants 
: of the Office of Ceremonies have been sum- 
moned before the mayistrate for examina- 
: tion, The Memorialists request that orders 
for the capture of the thieves may be given 
to the Metropolitan and Bauner authori- 
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ties. The frequent robberies that have 
occurred during the Memorialists’ tenure 
of office show great carelessness on their 
part, and they dare not decide on their 
own punishment ; they request His Majesty 
to inflict a most grave penalty upon them, 
(For Decree see Gazette of September 2.) 


(3) Postscript Memorial from P‘éng 
Tsu-hsien, requestlng that Wu Chung-pao, 
a Yiin-ch‘i-yii, may be deprived of his 
rank, and put on his trial. This officer, 
being summoned as witness in a lawsuit, 
refused to be examined and made a distur- 
bance in Qourt. Granted by Rescript. 


(4 and 5) P‘éng Tsu-hsien reports hand- 
ing over the seals to the new Governor 
General of the Hukuang Provinces, Tu 
Tsung-ying, on the Ist August; and T‘u 
Tsung-ying reports his arrival at his post 
on July 31st, and his taking over office on 
1st August. 


September 30th.—(1 and 2) Decrees, 
commanding Hu Yii-t‘an and Sun Chia-ku 
to come to the capital and there await 
further employment. Their places, as 
Judges of Anhwui and Chekiang, are to be 


filled by Sun Féng-hsiang ($% AFH) ana 


Oh‘én Pao-chén, (Bi RO respectively. 


(3) A Decree, in answer to an applica- 
tion from Jui-lien, President of the Board 
of Works, appointing Yen Ching-ming to 
assist him in works of repair at the Eastern 
Mausolea. 


(4) Memorial from Pien Pao-ti, Governor 
of Hunan, calling attention to the plethora 
of expectant officials in that province, and 
praying that uo more may be sent forward 
for another year. The obstruction of the 
public service is due to the block in all the 
avenues of promotion, which gives no hope 
of acting or substantive posts. Each day 
of enforced delay increases the burdens 
under which expectants labour, till when 
they do get some official employment, 
probity in its performance is impossible. 
Unless some meaus be devised to stimulate 
promotion, improvement in the administra- 
tion can hardly be looked for. The number 
of expectants in Hunan is nearly 1,000, 
many times in excess of the regular num- 
ber of vacancies. The term of one year 
granted in 1881, is now at an end; but 
the excess of expectants continues, This 
is due to the fact that Kiangnan and Ché- 
kiang had been barred to expectants before 
application was made by Hunan ; and there 
was, consequently,a rush of applicants when 
last year the Governor prayed that no more 
expectants of the purchase and good-service 
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classes miyht be sent him. Rescript—Let 
the Board of Civil Office consider and 
. report. [Compare Gazettes of 4th January, 
27th February, 25th April, 31st May, 15th 
and 16th June, 9th and 16th July, 17th 
September.] 

(5) Memorial from Ting Pao-chén. The 
Government Salt Conveyance Office for 
Yiiunan and Kueichow, on its establish- 
ment in 1877, borrowed Tis. 500,000 from 
the Treasury of Ssi-chuan, and afterwards 
received Tis. 80,000 from Shantung, of 
which Tls, 77,000 were retained by the 
Financial Commissioner for Ssii-chuan. 
The total capital for the salt trade in the 
two provinces received by the office thus 
amounted to Tis. 503,000, which sum was 
to he repaid by 1882. ‘This has now been 
done. The balance of the “ waste” and 
lekin receipts on the sale of the statutory 
allowances of salt for 1877-8-9 and 1880, 
after the payment of the annual subsidy 
in the stead of sale of office in Yiinnan and 
Kueichow, and the annual contribution 
for the purchse of armoured ships in the 
Northeru Waters, (Tis. 864,750), amounts 
to Tls. 1,894,777. This sum has been issued 
to the drysalteries, for the purchase of salt, 
to be got into consumption in the various 
marts. The number of ‘‘ regular,” ‘‘ extra,” 
‘“supplementary” and ‘‘deferred,” salt- 
warrauts yearly amounts to 30,0U0, repre- 
senting asum of over Tls. 500,000. Hither- 
to the sale of these warrants has supplied 
the capital of the General Conveyance 
office, which has thus been a floating one, 
and the remoteness of the marts has ren- 
dered it impossible to turn over the money 
more than once a year. The total sum of 
Tis. 500,000 is sufficient for purchase and 
transport purposes ; but no diminution of 
that amount can be permitted. But after 
the year 1881: the annual balance on the 
statutory sales, deducting Tls. 251,000 due 
to Yunnan and Kueichow, Tls. 12,000, the 
subsidy for the public charges in Thibet, 
and Tls. 200,000, the new subsidy for mili- 
tary purposes to Yiinnan, will be but Tls. 
200,000. The Financial Commissioner of 
Yiinnan, therefore, requests that the ac- 
cumulated balances for 1877-80, Tis. 
1,894,777, may become the capital of the 
government trade. The ‘ waste” and lekin 
receipt will be devoted to daily expenses. 
The Governor-General supports the applica- 
tions.—Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue 
take note. 

(6) P‘éng Tsu-hsien requests bestowal of 
honours on a lady who has remained a 
widow for thirty years, waiting on her 
mother-in-law and training up her son in an 
exemplary manner.—Granted by Reacript. 
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(7) Kung T‘ang, Military Lieutenant. 
Governor of Urumts‘i, requests leave for 
his eldest son, Jui-hsiin (who was last 
winter permitted to remain at Urumtsi, 
whither he had gone to visit his father, tu 
attend to household matters), to retum 
to the city to await the Palace Examination 
of next year, which, as a Graduate, he is 
bound to attend.—Rescript : Noted. 

October 1st.—A Decree, cashiering Sung 
Pu, Secretary of the office of transmission. 
(See Decree in Gazette of 23rd September. 

(2) Liu Chin-t‘ang, Imperial Envoy and 
Military Comptroller of the New Dominion 
(Eastern Turkestan), and T‘an Chung-liu, 
Governor-General of the Shenkan Pro- 
viuces, in a Joint Memorial, lay certain 
proposals for the constitution of the ad- 
ministration of the Southern Circuit of the 
New Dominion (Kashgaria) before the 
Throne. The Memorialists quote the 
Decree of 4th May 1882 directing Liu Chin- 
t‘any and ‘T‘an Chuug-lin to consider the 
fresh proposal of the latter to establish 
Sub or Assistant Prefects, Department or 
District Magistrates in the seven cities of 
the Southern Circuit of the New Dominivi, 
according to the extent of each jurisdic 
tion and the amouut of business at eaci 
place, and, further, to appoint two In- 
tendants, on the footing of the Inteudant 
of the Chén-ti Circuit at Urumts‘i, to reside 
at Kashgar and Aksu. ‘This Decree, they 
observe, evinces the deep desire of Hus 
Majesty to treat with kindness the Westeru 
Frontier of His Empire and to settle its 
government on an enduring basis, The 
Memorialists submit that the condition of 
the New Domiuion now, after it has been 
prostrated by long years of disorder, is as 
far removed from its pristine state a 
heaven is from earth, and that it is quite 
impossible to restore the old order oi 
things, seeing that the most liberal and 
unprejudiced adaptation of the former 
system would in many respects conflict 
with the existing position, and that the 
old administration has been utterly swept 
away during the troubles of the rebellion. 
The only effective plan for a lasting settle- 
ment is the establishment of new adminis: 
trative posts. The former Governor-Genersl, 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang, laid the circumstances of 
the case before the Throne in several memo- 
rials, and was permitted to be guided in 
his administrative reforms by the require- 
ments of the times. The High Ofticials 
engaged in the work have all received His 


Majesty’s advice in the adoption of the - 


measures of reorganization, nor have they 
dared to show the slightest negligence. A‘ 
the present day, when the resources of the 
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‘country are being daily developed, when 
the population is daily increasing, the 
Mohammedan tribes are gradually being 
civilized, and every measure is proving a 
success, the establishment of a civil ad- 
ministration canuot be deferred. In defin- 
‘ing jurisdictions and establishing official 
‘posts, the sufficiency of the resources 
of the country and the ability of its 
‘inhabitants to render taxes to the Empire, 
support the officials belonging to it and yet 
‘not be exhausted, must be. taken into 
“account, before determining what places 
‘are busy, what remote, what trouble- 
“some, what easy, and appointing officials 
-to administer each post accordingly. The 
“system adopted must be a liberal one, 
- otherwise the officials will be hampered 
“and the people suffer in consequence. 
“Therefore the fresh posts in the New 
-Dpminion must not be too numerous. But 
-the cities of the Southern Circuit are more 
-populous and fertile than those of the 
The largest embrace 


an area of several thousand li, the smaller 


f 


of some hundred; and, if the number 
-of officials be inadequate, ‘ the whip,’ it is 
-to be feared, ‘will not reach the horse,’ 
-the administration will be ineffective, nor 
will a lasting organization be attained. The 
Memorialists propose that ro fresh ports 
be founded from Hami southward to 


+ furfan and northward to the Ili River. 





The eight cities of the Southern Circuit 


“ are to be divided into two Circuits, East- 
: ern and Western, and administered as 


le" 


3 


ss 


follows :— 

The Eastern Circuit, under an Intendant 
at Aksu, will consist of the four cities 
Kharashar, Ush, Kuche (at each of which 


9 is to be stationed an Independent Sub- 
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prefect), and Aksu, where there will be an 
Independent Department Magistrate, with 
a subordinate District Magistrate at Pai- 
ch‘éng. 

The Western Circuit, under an Inten- 
dant at Kashgar, embraces the cities of 
Kashgar and Yarkaud (at each of which 
the Chinese quarter will be administered 


: by an Independent Department Magistrate, 


" 





of the neighbouring district), Khoten, 


* which will become an Independent Depart- 


“ ment with a subordinate Magistrate in 


: charge of Harash Of Fit & th and 


Yingishar, which will be the seat of the 


; Subprefect of an Independent Subpre- 


fecture. At Marpash FGM th, an 


important strategic point within the juris- 
diction of Yarkand, there will be an 
Assistant Subprefect. 


Google 


The subordinate officials will be here- 
after appointed, where necessary, on the 
application. of the Intendants and Magis- 
trates, who will also define the limits of 
the various jurisdictions. The military 
organization will be subsequently attend 
to. Authority for other requisite measures 
will be requested from time to time. (See 
Decree in Guzette of 5th September.) 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Lin Chao- 
yuan, reporting the capture and death in 
prison of Lai Ho-shany, a noted bandit of 
the Ssii-ch‘uan border. ‘The acting Ma- 
gistrate of Wu-ch‘uan District, and the 
Officer in charge of the Ssti-nan Trainband 
Battalion, having learned on 18th June 
from their spies that Lai had collected a 
band and crossed into Kueichow, secret!y: 
advanced to capture him. ‘The bandits, 
however, resisted and wounded many of. 
the soldiers. Ou this reinforcements were 
sent by the Magistrate ; Lai was shot in the 
left shoulder and captured, and eight bri- 
gands fell in the struggle. ‘Two more were 
beheaded during the pursuit; but the 
rest escaped under cover of the darkness. 
Liu, after confessing his crimes, died in 
prison of his wounds three days later. His 
head was taken off and exposed as a 
warming to evildoers. ‘The capture after a. 
struggle of a noted robber, Tien Lan-asti 
on whose head a price was set by the late 
Governor, Ts‘én Yii-ying, is also reported. 
He confessed to having collected a band of 
rebels with the purpose of seizing rice 
that was being sent to Ssii-nan prefecture 
for the relief of the scarcity there: The 
Memorialist remarks that T‘ien Lan-ssit 
persisted in his evil courses after a pro- 
clamation offering a free pardon had been 
issued on the capture of Ch‘én Lan-hsing. 
Orders for his examination and execution 
have been issued. The sincerity of the 
bandits who surrendered and begged for 
mercy, is be ascertained, and the rest of 
the band captured. Leave to recommend 
the soldiers who distinguished themselves 
is requested and granted. 

October 2nd. —To-day the Court assumes 
the lined robes. 

(1) Postscript Memorial from Liu Chin- 
t‘ang. The subprefects and magistrates 
of the new admiuistration of the New 
Dominion being of lower nominal rank 
than the Local Governors and other Begs 
established under the cld system, these 
denominations must be done away with, 
and a fixed fhumber of ‘“ headmen” 


(a ff) decided on by the regular local 


official designation. On a vacancy occur- 
ring, patents of office will be issued to the 
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headmen by the Comptroller of the Frontier 
on the application of the proper Intendant, 
who will be guided by the report sent in 
by the local officials. Land will be distri- 
buted among them, accordiny to the old 
system, in place of a salary. The Mus- 
sulmen of the Southern Circint are for the 
most part simple and dull. The priests of 
their religion are ever concocting false 
doctrines, using every art to attract con- 
verts. All the disturbances that have 
occurred are due to the disquieting effect 
of their doctrines. The language and writ- 
ing of these Mussulmen differs from Chin- 
ese ,and Manchu, and an impenetrable 
barrier is thus raised between oflicials and 
people in the conduct of judicial business ; 
aud.the begs and linguists are enabled to 
abuse their position as interpreters. Thre 


-inveterate errors (Bal AA ) of the people 


can be removed only by instructing them. 
Since the paciftation of the New Dominion, 
public schools have been established in 
every city for the study of Chinese 
by the Mohammedan Youth. Many of 
them show great intelligence and consider- 
able aptitude in committing the classics 
to memory. Their handwriting is very 
correct, and they are well able to receive 
the teachings of morality and principle— 
a proof of a naturally upright disposition, 
in foreigners as in Chinese. Though too 
much importance must not be ascribed to 


this fact as regards civilizing and raising. 


the people, the success of the system of 
instructing these Mohammedans is evident. 
The establishment of officers of education 
may be deferred, but some means of 
stimulating the study of Chinese should 
be devised. The Memorialist accordingly 
proposes that teachers be engaged for the 
public schools by the Mazistrates, and that 
instruction be given in the Lesser Learning, 
the Classic of Filial Piety, the Four Books, 
the Book of Odes, the Book of Changes 
and the Spring and Autumn Annals. An 
examination is to be held annually, when 
all pupils well acquainted with one classic, 
and good Chinese scholars, will, after a 
second examination by the Intendant, be 
recommended by the Comptroller for the 
degree of licentiate and a button, and, 
when they grow up, will be eligible for the 
position of headman. Diligent students 
who have learned more than one classic or 
several will be recommended for the be- 
stowal of honours. No rank above the 
sixth will, however, be given. The begs, 
now superseded, are to retain the insignia 
of rank, and act as headmen.  Extra- 
ordinary exertion in the public service on 
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the part of headmen with official rank will 
be rewarded by the bestowal of buttons 
of the third, fourth or fifth degree. 

(2) Another postscript Memorial from 
Liu Chin-t‘ang. The soldiers of the Man- 
chu battalions west of Hami had alinost 
disappeared after the rebellion ; only the 
old system was preserved, the old position 
could not be restored. As to Guchen and 
Urumts‘i the Memorialist had some con- 
versation with Shéng-an, Military Com- 
mandant at Guchen, on his way west. 
Shéng-an informed him that the barracks 
of the Manchu forces were ruined and 
overgrown with grass, the men reduced to 
less than a score; he, Shéng-an, having 
received the appointment. ought to pro- 
ceed to his pust, but there were no forces 
for him to command, no quarters for 
him to live in; he was consequently 
utterly at a less what to do, The Me- 
morialist advised him to consult the Mi- 
litary Governor of ‘Ili and the Lieut- 
enant Governor of Urumts’i, and he sadly 
went on his way northward over the 


Mountains of Heaven (Kip. When 


the Memorialist recovered Urumts’i in 
1876, the Manchu city was a heap of ruins, 
and not oné soldier was to be seen. On 
his progress through the Southern Circuit, 
the Memorialist, at the capture of the 
various cities, from time to time picked up 
a few Manchus, who had been forced to 
join the rebels, and sent them to Urumts’i. 
Even so, their number was insignificant 
enough, and Kung-t’ang was at a loss how 
to find employment for his powers and 
shew his gratitude for the favour with 
which his family has for generations 
been treated by the Throne. As to the 
other cities, Ming-ch‘un, Imperial agent 
at Hami, has reported the disbanding 
of his two battalions, and his jurisdic- 
tion over the Mahomedan population 
has been transferred, on the applica- 
tion of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, to the assistant 
subprefect of Hami. But, the Memorialiat 
submits, there are specific duties belong- 
ing to each post established by the state, 
‘and the position of idleness forced upon 
the commandants and agents in the New 
Dominion by the changes in the govern- 
ment of the region is not only contrary 
to the purpose of the Emperor, but dis- 
quieting to the Memorialist and his col- 
leagues. If a Governor of Kansuh is to 
be appointed, a ‘‘Governor’s Battalion” 
will have to be raised at Urumts‘i, and 
properly officered to provide for the de- 
fence of the frontier in the future. The 
General of this foree should be stationed 
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at Kashgar to meet emergencies. The 
posts of Assistant Governor, Agent, and 
Commandant at Turfan and throughout 
the Southern Circuit should be done away 
with, as well as the Military Lieutenant- 
Governors, Agents aud Commandant from 
Hami northwards to Ili. The scattered 
remnants of the Manchu soldiery in Bar- 
koul, Guchen, Urumts’i, Kurkara usu, 
etc., should be united to the Manchu 
battalion at Ili. Iu times of peace, the 
New Dominion is under the supervision of 
the Governor of Ili, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Urumts‘i has concurrent au- 
thority over the one Circuit of Chen-ti. Ifa 
Governor be appointed, these officers’ occu- 
pation will be gone, as their authority 
would but detract from the power of the 
, Governor. The Manchu battalion at Ili 
should then be reorganized on the basis of 
the Manchu forces stationed in the Pro- 
_ Vinces. Iu a word, as the old system of 
government is not to be restored, the New 
~ Dominion should be administered on the 
. Same system as the Hiyhteeun Provinces, 
The attempt to retain the old system can 
lead only to confusion, (For Decree see 
Gazette of Sept. 5th.) 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Lin Chao- 
yuan, Governor of Kueichou, requestin 
_ that, in view of the present siibarneaed 

state of the finances and the poverty of his 
. province, the salaries of military officers and 
_ therewards for military service may continue 
. for the next two years to be commuted for 
. honorary and brevet ranks, the amount 
being reckoned as subscribed for the public 
_ 8ervice. ‘The Guvernor remarks that the 

commutation of pay for a rank has not 
been largely taken advantage of, the officials 
letting the suma due to them accumulate, 
_ in the hope of being paid in hard cash when 
the period granted had expired: the bounty 
_ Money due is a still greater sum. When 
_ the decision of the Board of Kevenue that 
bounty money shall continue to be com- 
. Muted is made known, the officials will 
_ have to acquiesce in the the proposed 

system. But the sudden stoppage of the 
_ System now ordained will render it impos- 
sible for them either to get paid the money 
or to obtain a rank. ‘This money being 
. Teally due, such a result would provoke 
touch discontent. Since the chanye of the 
military organization of Kueichou, sub- 
_ Sidies from other provinces have not come 
_ tohand to the full amount, aud, as the 
pay of the soldiery cannot be deferred, the 
| funds in hand are fully consumed for this 
and the regular expenses of the military 
/ and the civil services. If the payment of 
bounties be added to the expenditure, the 
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financial pogition will become still more 
embarrassed, and other difficulties will 
arise. For these reasons accordance with 
the one month limit proposed by the Board 
presents insuperable difficulties. —Rescript: 
Let the Board consider and report. 

October 3rd.—T‘u Tsung-ying reports 
floods in the Districts of Lo-tien and 
Mien-yang in Huper 

(1) Memorial from Liu Chin-t‘ang, re- 
questing that the Hami, the Chén-ti 
Circuit, and the Civil jurisdictions which 
it is proposed to establish in the Southern 
Circuit (Kashyaria), be included in the 
province of Kansuh. The Memorialist 
quoted the proposal made by Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang in 1880, that Hami and the Chén-ti 
Circuit should be entrusted to the Military 
Comptroller, and that the Governor- 
General of Shén-kan need not exercise 
jurisdiction over them, and observes that 
thus the idea of constituting the New 
Dominion as a separate province was 
mooted by Tso Tsung-t‘ang. The same 
step was advocated in the third moon 
of the present year by T‘an Chung-lin, 
who proposed to follow up the establish- 
ment of subordinate officers by the appoint- 
ment of a Governor-General and Governor. 
The Memorialist objects to both proposals, 
though admitting that their purpose is to 
obtain a stable administratiou of the New 
Dominion, a region important as a screen 
to Kansuh, and a hedye to the Capital. 
The introduction of a civil administration 
is indeed indispensable ; so far the Memo- 
rialist agrees with Tso Tsung-t‘ang. But the 
total number of departments and districts, 
including the proposed addition, in Hami 
and the Suuth Circuit is only a score or 80 ; 
and it is not likely that this uumber will be 
largely increased even allowing for the 
future growth of the resources and the 
population. Tso Tsung-t‘ang himself rec- 
kons the departments, etc., at only twenty 
or thirty. Now in Kueichou and Kuang- 
si even, there are more than twice this 
number of districts. The defence of the 
frontier would likewise be rendered inetti- 
cient, if a separate corner of the Empire 
was thus made a province. Tso ‘I'sung- 
t‘any’s own successes were gained because 
he was Governor-General of Shén-kan; 
and the Memorialist, far inferior as he is 
to that high officer in ability, energy, 
power, and fame, has succeeded in holding 
his post without disastrous errors only by 
the support of T’an Chung-lin and Yang 
Ch‘an,-chiin. The expenses of the trans- 
pert of pay, arms, etc., would be increased 
and the labour doubled, if the accounts of 
the new Dominion were, as they would 
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have to be, kept separate fsom those of 
Kansuh, Tan Chung-lin’s proposal to 
place Hami, the Chen-ti Circuit and the 
Southern Circuit under the Memorialist, 
is objected to because the post of Mili- 
tary Comptroller is not a regular one, 
and because the Memorialist is quite 
unskilled in civil administration, nor are 
civilian officials forthcoming from among 
his soldiery. ‘The Memorialist, therefore, 
proposes that Hami, the Chen-ti Circuit, 
and the Southern Circuit be included in 
Kahsuh. But, lest the power of the Gov- 
ernor-General be ineffective in those re- 
mote regions, he further advocates the 
appointment of a Governor to reside at 
Urumts‘i, for whom he requests rank as 
President of the Board of War that he may 
have control over the forces of the whole 
region, aud superintend the defence of the 
frontier. Further, a Financial Commis- 
sioner should be stationed at the same place 


"as the Governor ; the Intendant of Chén- 


ti should be given rank as Financial Com- 
missioner, as is the case with the Intendant 
of Taiwan, and attend to criminal and tran- 
sport matter; the Department Magistrate 
of Ti-hua should be made a District Magis- 
trate ; and a prefecture of Ti-lua founded. 
Tli has been restored, and, the frontier 
being undisturbed, the post of comptroller 
may be abolished on the. appointinent of a 
Governor. The Memorialist proposes to 
give up his seal of office after explaining 
the state of the region to the new Governor, 
and, when sufficiently recovered of his 
malady, return to Peking. It is six years 
since the pacification of the New Dominion, 
and a permanent administration must be 
established. This comprises the founding 
of several new jurisdictions, for which a 
rough soldier is quite unfitted. It is for 
this reason, -and not from any desire to 
shirk his duties, that the Memorialist 
makes these proposals. 

October 4th.—(1) Memorial from Chang- 
yao, Assistant Military Comptroller of the 
New Dominion, stating his views on the 
military measures necessary in that region, 
The first requisite in the settlement of the 
country is, in the Memorialist’s opinion, 
the abolition of the irregular forces, the 
restoration of the regular army, and the 
reform of its constitution. ‘Ihis change is 
intimately connected with the permanent 
defeuce of the frontier. It seems to the 
Meworialist that, the supply of soldiers for 
the New Dominion from Kansuh having 
been stopped on the application of Yany 
Ch‘ang-chiin, there are three reforms in 
the army required. ‘hese are, firstly, 
the increase of the cavalry, for the 
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manceuvres of which the flat country in 
which the cities of the New Dominion lie is 
well adapted ; secondly, that greater import- 
ance he attached to arming the men with 
firearms, which are superier to other arms, 
and are constantly being improved, so that 
foreign ships carry few men and depend 
on the excellence of their ordinance, which 
is purchased with the money saved from 
the pay of the sailors; thirdly, the con- 
centration of the forces in one spot, from 
which they can fly to the rescue of any 
city which is in peril. ‘he soldiers of 
this force will be kept highly efficient, will 
be stationed in a central position, and 
placed under a skilled military officer of 
of high rank. 


As to reforms in the constitution of 
the army, these are solely for the purpose 
of increasing the power of the forces. 
Liu Chin-t‘ang has already proposed to 
form the regular forces out of those of 
the irregulars who are strong and inured 
to hardship, changing their pay into garri- 
son rations. Among the irregulars are 
some who belong to Kansuh or Shénsi, 
and have gone to the New Dominion as 
being near and similar in climate to their 
homes ; there are others belonging to the 
south-eastern provinces, who, having been 
carried off by the rebels at an early age, 
have finally drifted into the ariny, and 
aré quite ignorant of their homes, their 
families, or their clans; others lost home 
and family in the trouble of the Be- 
bellion and cannot return; aud others, 
again, got into trouble with their neigh- 
bours during the disturbances, and gladly 
adopted another home, aud would be 
afraid to return. All these classes of 
men will be ready for lifelong fighting, 
and so make the army efficient, while the 
system of cultivation of land by them in 
common will supply at once the soldiers 
necessary and the food for them. More- 
over, for every efficient soldier added to 
the forces in the New Dominion there is 
one roving ‘‘ brave” the less in Kausuh ; 
thus endless trouble will be imperceptibly 
arrested. The first requisite for the fron- 
tier important points is the organization 
of thearmy. A powerful army means a 
safe frontier ; a safe froutier meaus peace 
for the people ; peace for the people means 
regular administration. 

(2) Memorial from Pao-yiin, Grand Se- 
cretary superintending the Board of Civil 
Office, requesting that the legal punish- 
ment of degradation two steps (which, as 
this is a private (#1 punishment, cannot 
be taken from the honorary steps to his 
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credit), and removal to another post, may 
be inflicted on Tséng Kuo-ch'iian for his 
wrongful recommendation of Wang Ting- 
an, the notorious Intendant in Shansi 
during the Famine. (See Decree in Gazette 
of 3rd Se} tember.) . 

(3) Lin Chao-yiian reports that the father 
of Hsit Kuo-jung, Magistrate of An-p‘ing, 
has now reached his hundredth year, 
having been born in the 48th year of 
Kieulung. He has two sons, one grandson, 
and one great-great grandson. Truly his | 
good hap must be founded in his virtue, 
and his happiness must be due to his 
peaceful nature A button has already 
been bestowed on him, and now an Honor- 
ary Portal is reqnested.—Rescript : Let 
the Board of Rites take nore. 

October 5th.—(1 and 2) Decrees appoint- 
ing Hsti Chén-wei [ntendant of the Ho- 
pei Circuit in Honan, and Ch‘ung-hsiian 
to fill the vacancy caused by the selection 
of an Intendant to succeed to the charge 
of the Lei ch‘iung Circuit in Kuangtung. 

(3) A Decree ordering the Prince of Tun 
and Wéng T'ung-ho, President of the 
Board of Works, to summon before them 
the Censor, Hung Liang-p‘in, who has 
accused Ching-lien and Wang Wén-shao of 
receiving over 10,000 taels each as a bribe 
in the Yiinnan accounts case, and to elicit 
the proofs on which he relied in denoun- 
cing high officials. 

(4) A Decree. When last year a comet 
appeared in the northwest, we promulzated 
an Edict, commanding Our ministers of 
the central and of the provincial adminis- 
tration, to approve themselves diligent in 
their office. About the middle to the pre- 
sent moon a second comet appeared in the 
southeast. ‘his must be a warning to Us 
from Heaven that there are many short- 
comings in Our employment of men and 
administration of the Empire at this time, 
that pestilences and calamities among Our 
people are not all reported to Us. We 
have thoroughly examined One heart with- 
in the seclusion of Our palace, and are 
filled with fear and awe and terrible dis- 
quietude. This is a time of general difficulty 
aud embarrassment, the peuple’s meaus 
of subsistence are straitened, and in every 
province Our poverty-stricken subjects await 

comfort and relief. We, the Sovereign, and 
Our Ministers are bound to be more than 
solicitous, more than diliyent, and with 
energy and minute care bethink Us how to 
meet this crisis. Ye, Ministers of the 
Court, should, each of you, evince all 














justice and loyalty, and strenuously guard 
yourselves against the thraldom of official 
routine, The Governors-General and Gouv- | 
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ernors of each Province have laid on them 
the duty of supervising the lower officials 
and of keeping the people in peace. It is 
their bounden duty to seek the truth of 
actual events, to earnestly devise means of 
improvement, to denounce for punishment 
all cases of dereliction of duty on the 
part of their subordinates, showing no trace 
of undue leniency ; and, also, to thorough- 
ly ascertain the real state of their country, 
and with eager zeal to make such disposi- 
tions as may give rise to all possible ad- 
vantage, and eradicate all possible evil. 
The Court, in its scrutiny of the Provincial 
Authorities, looks to the state of the 
government and the condition of the people 
of a province, as the sole criterion of 
excellence or the reverse in their rulers, 
Let each of them be vigorous in reforming 
depraved customs, nor show the least 
negligence. And so, it may be, every pre- 
caution being taken against possible trou- 
ble, the people will live in rest and quiet- 
ness, till Heaven be in harmony with Karth 
and harinful influences be allayed. 

(4) Lin Chao-yuan, Governor of Kuei- 
chou, requests that honours may ‘be 
awarded to the mother of Hsiao Jung- 
ch‘un, Sub-prefect in Kueichon. This 
lady is sixty-five years of age, has four 
sons, two grandsons, one great-grandson 
and one great-greatyrandson. Her third 
son, Hsiao Chao-fu distinguished himself 
greatly in the war of the Rebellion.—Resa- 
cript: Let the Board of Ceremonies con- 
sider and report. 

(5) Li Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi, 
requests a month’s congé as his old malady 
has broken out ayain. Ever since middle 
age le has been subject, at periods of 
anxiety or hard work to attacks of palpita- 
tion of the heart, giddiness, and nervous 
headache, which last sume time. The 
variable temperature and rainy weather 
this year have made these attacks more 
frequent. Granted by Rescript. 


October 6th. — Court Circular. The 
Prince of Kung is granted extra congé for 
twenty days, and returns thanks for en- 
quiries after his health. 

(1) Decree, in reply to memorials from 
the authorities of Shun-ti‘en Fu, approving 
of the early opening of the soup-kitchens, 
P‘u Chi T‘ang (General Relief Hall) and 
Kung Té Lin, in view of the high price of 
rice, and ordering the legal 500 piculs of 
yellow millet to be bestowed on them. 
Four hundred piculs of rice are to be 
granted to the soup-kitchen at Lu-kou 
ch‘iavu (near Peking) and three hundred to 


the Charity Hall (A Ey 7 ) Refuge 


situated inside the Chang-i Gate of the 


Chinese City. 
(2) Memorial from Ho Ching forwarding 


an application from Shén Yi-ch ‘ing YA 
YR eldest grandson of Shén Pao-chén, 


late Governor-General of the Liang Kiang 
Provinces, to succeed to the title of Ch‘ing 
Chit Lu Yii of the first grade (the fifth 
order of nobility) bestowed on his grand- 
father for services against the rebels of 
Kuangsi, while Governor of Kiangsi. 
Shen Pao-chén’s son Shén Wei-ch‘ing 
died being he could assume the title or 
appear at the Metropolitan Examination. 
Shén Yi-ch‘ing is twenty-two years of age 
.and a licentiate of the Han-luan districts ; 
his case is thus in accordance with the new 
regulations. 

(3) The Censorate Board report the 
following appeal case. Ho Kuo-yen, a native 
of Ming-yuan in Hunan, complains that 
justice has been refused him through the 
machinations of extortionate underlings. 
The petitioner’s family had a burial ground 
at Hou-shan. Yang Ssii-féng’s and his 
kinsmen having forcibly buried his mother 
there in 1754, were ordered to buy the 
land of petitioner’s family, and the limits 
of the plot purchased were laid down by 
the Police Warden. In 1862 the whole 
hill was taken possession of by Yang Kao- 
ts’ai. During the period, 1865—1879, 
Yang Wu-no and others broke down ten 
graves of petitioner’s relations, carried off 
by force of arms 36 head of cattle, and 
wounded 19 persons. Petitioner’s father 
died of wounds inflicted by Yang Hsing- 
ch‘iu, on which petitioner appealed to the 
Governor and Judge, who sent an officer 
to try the case, when the compact with the 
underlings complained of was entered into. 
—Referred in the usual manner. 


(4) Memorial from Ho-ching requesting 
that, as the newly appointed Governor of 
Fukien, Chang Chao-tung, cannot reach 
his post in time for the Provincial 
Graduate Examination, and as the memori- 
alist has to daily consult his subordinates 
on questions of foreign commerce and 
coast defence, and his presence in the 
Examination Hall on the new Governor’s 
arrival would delay the handing over office 
to that officer, the precedent of 1871 and 
1879 may be followed and the Literary 
Chancellor act as Supervisor in his stead. 
—Rescript: Noted. - 


October 7th.—(1) A Decree, assenting to 
the bestowal of various rewards on the offi- 
cials engaged in the repair of the Mausolea 
of the late Empress Regent, and of the 
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Emperor Hsien Féng. Ch’én Hsi-ling Re 
), Senior Assistant Sub-Director of 


the Imperial Board of Astronomy, is to be 
employed as the head of a department in 
the Capital with the fifth rank: A-k’o- 
tan (Sf FEF): Director of the Ban- 


queting Court, receives a button of the 
second rank. 

(2) A Decree, bestowing special post- 
humous honours on the late Manchu 


“Brigade General of Hangchow, Fu-erh- 


sun (BB ae ps3 


) who, after distinguishing 


_ himself in campaigns in all parts of the 


Empire, proved, as Manchu Brigade Gen- 
eral, most successful in drilling and dis- 
ciplining the forces under him, 


(3) Kung-shou Cis=) is appointed 
Manchu Brigade General at Hangchow. 


(4) Ch’én Heuo-fén (PR MBAR) is ap- 
pointed Senior Secretary of the Super- 
visorate of Instruction. 

(5) Postscript Memorial from Ming An, 
Military Governor of Kirin. The Military 
Deputy Lieutenant Governor of San-hsing 
forwards a report from the Police Lieut- 


enant ( tk @) to the effect that 
the Yin cht yi, Lien Ch‘éng, has informed 
him that a merchant, named Jung Chih- 
yi, having had an altercation in the street 
with the Lieutenant A Cha-pén, was car- 
ried to the police station by the constable 
Wang Fa, and, being released on bail, 
took poison the following morning. As, 
on a trial being held, Lien Ch‘éng and 
A Ch‘a-pén each tried to shift the guilt 
on to the other, and as neither would con- 
fess the cause of the original dispute, their 
temporary dismissal from the service is 
requested that the truth may be elicited. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(6) Li Féng-pao (Chargé d’Affaires at 
Berliu, in charge of the Chinese naval and 
military students in England, France, and 
Germany), reports the death of Wang 


Heiin-i (ERR): a licentiate of Ch‘ung- 
ming District in Fuhkien. This officer 
was selected for service in Europe in 1881. 
He performed his duties as attaché with 
ability and vigour. The climate seemed 
to agree with him, till, suddenly, in June 
last he succumbed to an attack of dropsy 
and asthma. Arrangements for his obse- 
quies and for the conveyance of his body 
and effects to China have been made. He 
leaves a widow and children. Posthumous 
honours are requested and granted. 
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(7) In a Postscript Memorial, Li Wén- 
min reports forwarding to the Capital Ts. 
260,581, being the surplus left, after the 
regular payments to the Imperial supply 
oftice from three-tenths of the scale allow- 
ance on the Customs receipts at Kiukiang ; 
and Tls. 599.5, being the amount gained 
on the exchange of silver during .the year 
ending 27th May, 1881. Orders have been 
given for the payment of the annual sum 
of Tis. 11,000—being the extra allowance 
of the Customs Superintendent yiven up 
to the public service—from the third year 
Kuang Hsii (1877). 

October 8th.—(Abstract of Memorials.) 
Yu Jui-lien reports rain and hailstorm and 
consequent inundations in two departments 
of Yiiunan, 

(1) A Decree, in reply to the Prince of 
Tun and Wéng Tung-ho’s report that the 
Censor Hung Liang-p’in’s denunciation of 
Ching-lien and Wang Wén-shao was founded 
on public rumour, directing the Governor- 
General and Governor of Yiinnan to for- 
ward Ts’ui Tsun-i and P’an Yin-chang 
with all speed to the Capital that they may 
be confronted with Chou Jui-ch’ing, the 
Secretaries of the Board of Revenue con- 

cerned, and the clerks and bankers. The 
order to the Metropolitan Authorities to 
effecb the capture of the clerk who has 
absconded is repeated. : 

(2) A Decree, in answer to the complaint 
of the Censor, Lou Yii-p’u, that an officer 

_ of the lekin office in the Ningpo prefecture 
- of Chékiang has established a branch office 
at Yen-p’u in the Tz’ti-hsi district, thereby 
exciting the anger of the merchants and 
nearly causing an outbreak, and has 
_ assessed the guild-merchants of Yen-p’u 
at an annual sum of 1,000 strings of cash. 
uch extortion and tyrannous conduct 
towards the people must be enquired into, 
and the officer, if proved guilty, must be 
punished. Ch‘én Shih-chieh is ordered to 
ascertain whether if there be such a branch 
office, and if so to abolish it. The officer, 
ang Shu-yi, must be vigorously denounced 
ahd punished. 

(3) The Board. of Civil Office is ordered 
to consider aud report on the request of 

the Censor, Lou Yii-pu that promotion 
may be accelerated among the ranks of the 
officers of education and District Magis- 
trates, 

(4) Ying-jui is appointed Superintendent 
of the Huai-an Custums for another term. 

(5) Lin-shu and P‘an Tsu-yin reportthat, 
having secretly arrested the bankers, Wang- 
Ching-ch‘én, Yen Shih-ta‘an, and their 

- Clerks, aud having seized their papers, they 
Seul a secretary to examine them. They 
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depond that P‘an Ying-chang and Ts‘ui 
Tsun-yi had drawn money on Yiinnan bills 
at their shops ; but they all declared their 
ignorance of the purpose to which it was 
devoted. The charge of drawing the money 
is thus established. But the other count, 
that Chou Jui-ch‘ing engrossed the settling 
of the Yiinnan public accounts, cannot be 
gone into till the arrival of P‘an Yiny-chang 
and Ta‘ui Tsun-yi. The former left for a 
visit to his home in Anhwui on 5th August, 
the latter started for Yiinnan on 3rd 
February. Orders to the Governor-General 
and Governor of Yiinnan and the Governor 
of Auhwui to sent these two officers to the 
city for trial are requested, (see this days’ 


Gazatte No. 1.) 
EB) = 


(6 and 7) Hsti Yen-hsii ($f 


ports his arrival in Kuangsi on 18th July, 
having left Hupei on 22nd May, and Kuo- 
ying, Judge in Kuangsi, hitherto acting 
as Financial Commissioner, reports hand- 
ing over charge to Hsii Yen-hsii on 24th 
July. 

(8) Memorial from Ching-shou and Chih- 
ho, Superintendents of the Customs and 
Octroi of Peking. On account of the fai- 
lure of last -year silk crop in the south 
and the high price of silver in the City, 
the amount of silk goods that entered Pe- 
king was very small. Moreover foreign 
goods may not be taxed a second time. 
The consequence is that though the full 
amount of the regular assessment for the 
year 1882, Tls. 102.187,5.6 2, was collected, 
the supplementary assessment only reached 
the sum of Tls. 70,504.6, thus showing a 
deficit of Tls. 142,272.3.1.—A Rescript 
orders the Board of Revenue to consider 
and report. 


(9) Memorial. from Chin-shou and Chi- 
ho, reporting having collected, during the 
year ending 13th September, duties on 
opium to the amount of Tls. 8,727.19. 
There was further Tls. 263.83 for the legab 
ration and scale allowances collected ; and 
the balance of fines and value of goods con- 
fiscated and sold, after paying rewards, 
amounted to Tls. 22.53. The scale allow- 
ance is only sufficient to pay the extra 
officers required owing to the prevalence of 
smuggling, and to make the Board’s ration 
allowance. 


(10) In a Postscript Memorial Chin-shouw 
and his colleague report having, as was 
directed by a Decree of 1850, given 
Tis. 2,000 of the Tls. 8,000 due from the 
Customs, and Octroi receipts to the T‘ung 
Lé Yiian (part of Yiian Ming Yiian where 
theatrical performances used to be held 
at the New Year), to the Imperial Body 
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Guard Department. The remaining Tls, 
6,000 have been handed over tu the proper 
Palace Authorities. ~ 

October 9th.—Conrt Circular—En-fu 
(lately appointed Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue), paid his respects ou 
his arrival in Peking. 

(1) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
from Hsii-t‘uny, Chief Examiner, and his 
colleagues, confessing to an error in the 
**yeneral paper” set at the third course of 
the Hsiang Shih. Hsii-t‘ung, Wa-la-hsi- 
ch‘ung-a, Pi ‘lao-yuan and Sun Chia-nai 
are handed over to the Board for the dv- 
termination of a penalty. 


(2) Memorial from Pao Ch‘ao (fi #3), 


Commander-in-Chief of Hunan, requesting 
leave to vacate his post. The Memorialist 
having been yranted three month’s sick 
leave started up the Yangtsze for his home 
in Ssii-ch’uan. He was joined by his 
family in Hunan. On the 12th July their 
vessel was caught in a squall at the 
Chia-kuan-shih Rapid and capsized. The 
Memorialist was dragged on to the bottom 
of the overturued vessel by a servant, and 


rescued by a lifebvat RL ARS) sent by Yi 


Kuang-ch‘u, the officer in charge of the 
Life-saving Station of Kueichuw Fu. Aun- 
other lifeboat was sent by the Ichang 
Commodore, and a revenue boat hastened 
to the spot on seeing the disaster. Some 
irregulars detached as escort by the Ichang 
Brigadier dashed into the water and also 
exerted themselves in saving the Memo- 
rialist’s family. His third and sixth sons 
were unfortunately beneath the capsized 
vessel and could not be saved. Several 
of the servants and sailors likewise perished 
in this sudden and appalling disaster. The 
bodies were not recovered for some days. 
The Memorialist pursued his journey by 
land, reaching Tsu-ch‘uan only in the mid- 
dle of August. He would not venture to 
inflict his private sorrows on His Majesty 
were it not that terror and yrief have 
increased his ailments, and, consolation fur 
such a bereavement being impossible, a 
rapid cure cannot be attained, much as 
he desires it. Under these circumstance 
she finds it impossible to obey His Ma- 
jesty’s Rescript, and canonly pray for leave 
to vacate his post. 

(3) In a Postscript Memorial, Pao Ch‘ao 
points out that the rapids on the Yangtze 
are the most dangerous in the Empire. 
As the River is the only route for traders 
to Ssii-ch‘uan, accidents are numerous and 
the luss of life great. Ting Pao-chén, 
having travelled down the River, gave 


Tis. 10,000 for the supply of lifeboats in 
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Ssii-ch‘uan and Hupei. Two able ofticers 
of the rank of magistrate were chosen to 
establish offices fur the administration of 
these funds at Kueichou Fu and Wu-shan. 
A similar office was established at Ichang 


under under the Commodore, Ho Chin- ! 


shén. 
dangerous rapids between Kueichou Fu 
and Ichang, while there are only 29 life- 
boats. Even one boat for each rapid is 
insufiicient, as the junks carry 50 or 60 
men ; so that, if au accident happen, either 
the life-buat is swamped by the numbers 
trying to get on board, or most of the crew 
of the junk must be left to drown. The 
Memorialist therefore urges a large increase 
in the number of life-boats. (See Gazette 
of 13th September). 

October 10th—(1) Tso Tsung-t‘angy re- 
quests that orders may be yiven for the 
compilation of the biography of Hu Chin- 
shou, late prefect of Yangchow, by the 
State Historiographer’s Office. ‘This officer, 
while a member of the Haulin Colleve, 
submitted many sealed memorials to the 
Throne on contemporary matters in which 
he was deeply interested. His Majesty 
had. long experience of his pure life and 
straightforward character. As prefect of 
Yangchow, his administration was marked 
by zeal for improvement ; and his sincere 
auxiety for the people was evinced alike iu 
his sleeping and in his waking hours. 
Though, at his death on 31st July 1881, 
he had been only two years at his post, he 
had successively engaged in such beneficial 
measures as the relief of the embarrass- 
ments of the farmers, the introduction of 
works of irrigation, the repair of the city 
walls, the perfecting of the tithing 
system, the improvement of the police, 
and the fair distribution of the taxes 
and of forced labour, and had gained 
universal support and trust. His death 
was caused by. fever caught while proceed- 
ing on foot to pray for rain. His wife and 
family are left iu poverty, but the people 
of his prefecture reap the benefits of his 
rule, nor are his good deeds forgotten by 
them. Such a man is indeed one in a 
thousand. Short as his tenure of office 
was, it sufliced to show his striking ex- 
cellence. His untimely death, ere he 
could carry out his plans, is most piteous. 
As the gentry and scholars of his prefec- 
ture, in their grief at his loss, earnestly 
pray that his case may be reported to thie 
‘Throne, the Memorialist makes the above 
request. ‘ 

(2) T’an Churg-lin reports that, the 
Financial Commissioner of Kansuh, Yang 
Ch’ang-chiin, having gone to the Capital to 


But there are computed to be sixty - 


Oct. 10—11.] 
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have audience, the Judge, Wei Kuang-tao, 
will act in his: stead. The Intendaunt of 
the Lanchou Circuit will act a Judge. 

(3) Ch‘ung Kuang, Superintendent of 
Customs at Canton, reports that there is 
no embezzlement or appropriation of Gov- 
ernment funds among his subordinates. 
The Board of Revenue forwarded to the 
Superintendent a copy of the Deeree of 
5th March, 1882, enjoying on the Super- 
intendents of Customs throughout the Em- 
pire the necessity of forwarding every 
cash collected to the Board of Revenue, 
and warning them that they would be held 
responsible for any dishonesty or defalca- 
tion in the future. ‘Lhe clerks and under- 
lings in the Canton Oustoms consist of 
those in the Memorialist’s office, and those 
sent to collect the maritime gnd regular 
duties. The collection of the maritime 
duties is under the foreign Customs, and 
areturn is submitted every three months 
to the Taung-li Yamen and to the Min- 
isters Superintendent of the Northern 
and of the Southern Ports. Appropriation 
of the duties collected is thus rendered 
almost impossible. The regular duties 
collected must tally with the amount of 
former years and the least deficiency has 
to be made goud ; while the smallest sur- 
plus is paid over to government. Swatow, 
Kiungchow and Pakhoi have become open 
ports, and steamers and sailing vessels 

_ frequent them in great numbers. 

. Tapidity with which they sail lowered the 
cost of freight, and as they could be in- 
sured against accident or loss, the Chinese 
merchants hastened to patronize these 

. Vessels, Moreover of late years transit 
passes and eertificates have cume into 

general use. Thus the deficiency in the 
amount of the native Customs receipts 
is due not to dishonesty on the part 

of the clerks and collectors, but to the 
daily increasing encroachments of the for- 
eign Customs. The Canton Customs office 
was formerly assessed at Tis. 3,000. The 
regular assessment was increased to Tis. 
58,000 in 1867, and a supplementary assess- 
ment of Tis, 100,000 was added. The Me- 
morialist this year forwarded Tls. 33,000 
odd beyond the total Tls. 158,000 due by 
law. Nevertheless the above Decree has 
stirred him to fresh exertion, and every 
cash collected will be forwarded.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

October 11th.—(1) A Decree depriving 
_ Of his degree a licentiate named Yii Hein- 
VW, who at the Examination of Worthies 


_ of Literature F iE defiled .and 
; tore up his essay, and orderiug the proper 
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Board to ascertain the name of the officers 
who were this candidate’s sureties, and to 
determine the penalty they have incurred. 


_ (2) Memorial from Liu Hai-so (SiH 
%). Compiler of the Hanlin College, . 


protesting against the proposal to constitute 
the New Dominion a province, and advising 
the settlement of the soldiers in military 
colonies. The Memorialist asserts that in 
T‘ai-wan North prefecture, established on 
the recommendation of Shén Pao-chén, 
there are no inhabitants for the cities. 
This is the result of untimely action. 
There are only twenty cities or so in the 
New Dominion, much of the vast extent 
of which is desert, and these cities contain 
only some score or hundred farms each. 
The population, too, been decimated by 
the troubles of the Rebellion. To consti- 
tute the New Dominion a province is thus 
impossible. If, as is also proposed, this 
vast thinly-populated region be included 
in Kansuh, the administration will be a 
mere name, but will entail vast expense 
on the already greatly impoverished ex- 
chequer. The military colony system is 
the best plan yet proposed. ‘lhe country 
has been reduced to order six years. 
Ili has been recovered, and a general settle- 
ment has been accomplished. Never- 
theless the army cannot be entirely dis- 
banded, and the expense of maintaining 
a military force can be best met by levy- 
ing taxes after a few years from the 
colonists. Most of the soldiers in the 
West, the Memorialist hears, have married 
aud settled down, and will yladly avail 
themselves of a grant of lands. Further 
in Khoten, Guchén, the Huvtao Valley, 
Sarbagatai, are found gold and jade in 
great abundance. If men be found to 
work them, if trade be encouraged and 
miners well-treated, these will prove an 
exhaustible source of wealth. 

(3) Wén-hsii, Military Governor of the 
Amur Province, requests that a Yun Oh% 
Yu, named T‘u-la, may be cashiered and 
put on his trial, and imprisoned till he 
pay the value of Government grain and 
sacks which he confesses to have stolen. 
T‘u-la and an officer of the sixth rank 
were sent to bring Government grain from 
Hu-lan. The officer fell ill and applied 
for sick leave. T‘u-la brought the grain 
by boat to the mouth of the river at 
Petuné, where he anchored as the river 
was already closed by ice. Two officers 
sent to look for him found that the rice was 
short 669 piculs and that 321 sacks were 
missing. The offender confessed’ his 
guilt. 
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(4) Yii-kw‘an reports that, Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘uan having arrived in Canton on 25th 
August, he is thus enabled to act as 
Supervisor at the Hsiang Shih, and his 
proposal that the Financial Commissioner 

- should attend the examination in his stead 
need not be considered. (See Gazette of 
14th September. ) 

October 12th.—(1) A Decree handing 
over to the Board for punishment Ch‘ang- 
erh, who during the night of the 8th 
October climbed wp on the wall of the 
Oh‘éng Kuang Tien*. The Department in 
charge of the Imperial Parks and Hunting 
Grounds has reported the loss of 11 books, 
etc., from Ch‘éng Kuang Tien on that day. 
Orders are given for the capture of the 
other thieves. 

(2) A Decree, in answer to a memorial 
from the Censor Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, who 
requests the dismissal of Wang Wén-shao 
from the Grand Council, and suggests the 
probability of the secretaries presiding at 
the trial of the Yiinnan accounts case, 
secretly agreeing to conceal his complicity. 
Wang Wén-shao has for several years acted 
with ability as Minister of the Grand 
Counoil and of the Tsung-li Yamén. In 
spite of his repeated applications to be 
dismissed from these posts on account of 
the charge that has been brought -against 
him, he is to continue to perform his 
duties. The Prince of Tun and Wéng 
T‘ung-ho are added to the commission for 
trying this case. 

(3) Memorial from Ch‘én Shih-Chieh. 
His Majesty’s bounty to the sufferers from 
the inundations in the three prefectures of 
Chin-hua, Ch‘ii-chou and Yen-chou has 
evoked universal gratitude. The Memori- 
alist tremblingly acknowledges that such 
a disaster as the late floods must be due to 
his own inefficiency ; he can only obey His 
Majesty’s commands and diligently strive 
to improve his administration of the 
province. The floods in the above pre- 
fectures, though high, were soon drained 
off ; and a supplementary crop has been 
planted. But Hang-chow, Chia-hsing, 
and Hu-chow, in which also floods occur- 
red, are situated on the lower course 
of the River, and, though a month 
has elapsed, the waters have not yet entire- 
ly subsided. Autumn is at hand and on 
the low-lying lands a late crop can hardly 
prove successful. In these riparian pre- 
fectures, too, the planting of other grains 
than rice is impossible. The sale of the 
new silk crop may afford a means of sub- 








* The Ch‘éng Kuang Tien ‘sa pavilion situated in the 
Pei Hai inside the Hsi Hua Gate of Peking, where the 
Emperor is supposed to go fishing. 
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sistence to some, but the poorest of tle 
people have neither silk nor grain and are 
in the utmost distress ‘I'he Memorialist, 
after consultation with his subordinates, 
has issued 25,000 strings of cash for the 
relief of Hu-chou which suffered most. 
To.Hangchow have been allotted 20 000 
strings, to Chia-hsing 15,000 strings. The 
poorest of the people are to receive grain 
from the public reserve. ‘These steps have 
filled the people with gratitude to His Ma- 
jesty, and peace and order prevail as usual. 
In view of the fact that scarcity arises at 
the time when the last year’s corn is ex- 
hausted and before the new crop has 
ripened, the Memorialist proposes to de- 
vote Tis. 10,000 drawn from the Treasuries 
of the Financial Commissioner and the 
Salt Comptroller to the purchase of graiu 
in Hunan énd Hupei, which will be used, 
as the case may demand, either to keep 
down the price uf grain or to relieve the 
poor population. ‘he Memorialist, the 
Salt Comptroller, and the Grain Intendant 
have given up their «allowances for this 
purpose, and have urged the officials, gen- 
try, and merchants to supply funds for 
relief purposes.—(A Rescript enjoins zea 
in measures of relief and approves the 
issues of government funds made.) 


October 13th.—(1) A Decree. Lin-shu 
and P‘an Tsu-yiu report that the banker 
Wang Ching-chén states that the bills from 
Yiinnan were, he hears, connected with the 
closing of the public service accounts, and 
that two letters from ‘T’s‘ui Tsun-i were 
forwarded from his bank to Chou Jui- 
ch‘ing. Chou Jui-ch‘ing is to vacate his 
post and await his trial. ‘The letters are 
to be submitted for examination, Ch‘u 
Shih-hény, aclerk of the Board of Revenue, 
having deposed that this case was under 
the management of clerks of the Yiiunan 
department and of the bureau for special 
business, Lin-shu and his colleague wrote 
to the Board to summon them for examina- 
tion, but they have escaped arrest. For 
negligence in the control of his subordin- 
ates, the secretary responsible is to be 
handed over to the Buard for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. The capture of 
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the absconding clerks, four in number, is | 


ordered. The high authorities of the pro- 
vinces along their route are directed to urge 
on Ts’ui Tsun-i and P’an Ying-chang. 

(2) A Decree, appointing Liu Hung- 
ta (Zi) Fe BS) Brigade-General of the 
Tli Reziment. 

(3) A Decree, conferring rewards on the 
Officials who distinguished themselves in 
the expedition to Curea. Li Hung-chang 
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is to have a special mark of approbatio 
conferred on him; Chang Shu-shéng re- 


receives the title of Junior Guardian of’ 


the Heir Apparent, Wu Ch’ang-ch’ing if 
made a Ching Chi Tu Yui of the third 
grade; Ting Ju-ch’ang is entitled to wear 
the Yellow Riding Jacket; Ma Kien- 
chung receives a peacock’s feather and is 
to be employed as Customs’ Taotai, and 
his name is to be recorded by the Grand 
Council. A long list of rewards to sub- 
ordinate officers follows. 

(4) Postscript Memorial from the Censor 
Lou Yii-p’u. The Mayistrate of Yu Hang 
in Chekiang is excessively simple, and lets 
his clerks assume the management of 
the district. Every kind of abuse is rife in 
consequence ; but the worst of the extor- 
tioners is the Assistant Mayistrate, Ch‘éng 
Chia-chi. This man ig avaricious and 
shameless. Seeing the mayis:rate is as it 
were blind and deaf, he delides him into 
believing that his private advautage is the 
public good. He permits yambling on 
payment of fees. He yot a fellow provin- 
cial of his, made ofticial physician; and 
this man, as his hanyer-on, cheats right 
and left. All cases are decided solely by 
bribes to the Assistant Mayistrate, even 
the ringleaders of a band of rubbers vetting 

. Off in this way. He is especially skilful 
in the issue of wrongful summonses, and 
every species of extortion. He inade the 
contribution of funds to repair the dykes, 
a pretext for raising his fees, his »sudacity 
and clamour causing a hitch in execution 
of the work. Such misconduct on the part 
of the Assistant Magistrate of which the 
Magistrate takes no notice, renders relief 
from calamity impossible. The Memoria- 
list requests that an investigation may be 
made by the Governor. 

(5) Chén Shih-chieh reports the result 

. of the investiyation requested by Lu Yii- 
p'u. The physician is reported to be skil- 

- ful and to have been appointed by a former 
Inagistrate to attend on prisoners, His 
character, however, is bad. There is no 
stich interference in lawsuits as is alleged. 
The charge of releasing the ringleaders of a 
band of robbers is dixproved. ‘Lhe repair 
of the aykes has nothing to do with the 
mercantile class. ‘he shopkeepers all deny 
that they were pressed to pay fees by 

. Chny Chia-chi. The fact that the Assist- 

> ant Magistrate did not order the arrest of 
some gamblers from another province at 

’ Hsi Shih Chuang, gave rise tothe report that 
he received fees to pass. over the offence. 

_ For this dereliction of duty he is cashiered. 
The physician, Ch‘éng Chia-t‘av, is expelied 

~ the district. 
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October 14th.—(Abstract of Memorials). 
Ho-ching reports on the damage done by 
heavy rains and a typhoon in the north 
prefecture of T‘aiwan. A Rescript ex- 
presses compassion for the sufferers and 
orders investigation, and satisfactory mea- 
sures of relief. Chin-shun, Military Gov- 
ernor of Ili, reports the result of the trial 
of a Mohammedan, Pa-tarh, who stabbed the 
Commandant of Ch‘aharh, Karhmanga, and 
requests that the Board be ordered to decide 
his sentence. A Rescript orders the Board 
of Punishments to report with all speed. 

(1) A Decree, with reference to the loss 
of sacrificial vessels from the Treasury of 
the Board of Rites at the Hastern Mausolea. 
The discovery of the stulen articles and 
the arrest of the thieves is ordered, and 
tlie princiyal offenders are to be dealt with 
by the Board of Punishments. The secoud- 
class secretary Ying Kuei is handed over 
to the Board for rigorous punishment. This 
ofticer was in svle charge of the keys of 
the Treasury ; yet he was not aware of the 
loss. Moreover he handed the seaks and 
keys to clerks and fruit-gatherers, instead 
of going himself to open and shut the 
‘Treasury, to issue and receive the vessels. 
Three subordinate officers who were en- 
trusted with the kvysof the chests containing 
the vessels, and whio, likewise, were careless 
enough to give them to their underlings, 
are handed over to the Board for punish- 
ment, ‘The case of the former secretary 
Fulahun who failed to perceive the change 
of keys is to be investigated. Pu-lien is 
guiltless of the charge of screening the 
secretary and runners of the Board of 
Rites ; but he showed a want of self-respect 
in conducting, in ordinary costume, females 
over the temple. The Imperial Clan 
Court is to consider what penalty he has 
incurred. Several military officers, for 
negligence and failure to report the truth, 
are hauded over to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty ; and the ofticers 
and soldiers un duty at the time of the 
theft are to be denounced. 

The Imperial Mausolea are important 
places. The various offices should show 
the utmost care, aud reverently obey the 
regulations laid down, Let the Ministers 
in charge of the Mausolea, in accordance 
with Wén-yii’s suggestion, diligently guard 
the treasuries and strictly supervise the 
the payment of the troops. If another 
such case of wilful neglect, favouritism, 
and inefliciency occur, neither Ministers 
nor subordinates shall one of them escape 
punishment, 

(2) Yii-k‘uan, acting Governor-General 
of the Two Kuang Provinces, Governor of 
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Kuangtung, reports forwarding the third 
instalment, drawn from the salt receipts, of 
the Peking subsidy and the contribution to 
the Imperial Household Expenses. The 
amouut forwarded is Tls. 92,430, composed 


as follows :— 
Sentin Sent in 


specie, bills. Toth 

Tis, Tis. 
Subsidy from the salt 

duties ......... ereseeeeee00,000 40,000 70,000 
Iaterest or public monies 10,000 ...... 10,000 
Scale and ratiou allow- 

ADCO 0... cecceesseseeeeeees 900 1,200 2,100 
Contribution from the 

salt duties toExpenses 

of the Imperial House- 

OMA ecsscissstsccdsussee: Souste 10,000 10,000 
Gain on exchange and , . 

POrterage ........seesee ceeees 330 =. 330 


Tie, 40,900 51,530 92,430 


October 15th.—({1) A Decree, directing 
the cashiering of four District Magistrates 
belonging to Shantung, who, though re- 
peatedly pressed to pay, have failed to 
imake good defalcations in their accounts, 
Their property is to be confiscated, their 











agents and clerks examined as to whether | 


the money was embezzled or applied to 
other public purposes than the proper one. 

(2) Memorial from Sung-pu, Secretary 
of the Office of Transmission. The first 
requisite for the improvement of the ad 
ministration isto obtain good men. There 
is an old saying, that the prosperity or 
adversity of the people of the Four Seas 
depends on their happiness or misery, 
which again depends on the character of 
the officials. If good officials are obtained, 
inefficiency and carelessness will day by 
by disappear. The Memorialist proceeds 
to request a further inquiry into the case 
of Wu Ch’in, who, on account of anony- 
mous accusations, no proof of which was 
found, was degraded from District Magis- 
trate to Assistant District Magistrate. The 
original denunciation, says the Memorialiat, 
stated that Wu Ch’in had encouraged the 
contribution of grain for public purposes 
and reorganized the College of his district. 
The gentry, also, petitioned the Intendant 
setting forth the Magistrate's excellent 
acts of government. He had also gained a 
high reputation while acting Magistrate of 
Yung-ch’ing and Nine-po. It is sad that 
such an excellent officer should be cast 
aside.—A Decree has already appeared re- 
buking Sung-pu. - 

(3) In a Postacript Memorial Sung-pu 
protests against the proposed confiscation 
of the house and property of Chang Liu, 
whose guilt has not been proved. The 
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Censors, a Yon-t’ai etc. accuse him of 
appropriating the granary funds; but the 
Memorialist asserts that he paid the full 
legal price for the carts-which it was his 
business to hire, and embezzled nothing. 
He prays for a further examination of the 
witnesses.—Sung-pu was. rebuked, and the 
Imperial Clan Court in obedienceto a Re- 
script ordering the determination of the 
penalty he had incurred advised his dis- 
mi This sentence has been carried 
into effect. 

(4) Hsia Chia-hao, Senior Vioe-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments and 
Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, applies 
for another month's leave as his eyes 
continue darkened and painful to open. 
His physician ascribes these ailments to 

rotracted,congestion of the liver and the 
iver-fire being aggravated by heated blood. 
There being a press of business at the 
Boatd just now, the Memorialist requests 
that an acting appointment may be made. 
(see Gazette of August 23rd). 

(5) Memorial from Wén-hsii, Military 
Governor of Teitsihar. In February the 
Governor received instructions to forward 
six criminals, condemned to banishment to 
amalarious district. He deputed two here 
ditary licentiates of the 8th rank—Shou 
Ch‘ang and Nomenchilakarh—to take the 
convicts to Peking. Shortly afterwards 
the Memorialist heard that the Petuné 
authorities having refused to take charge 
of the criminals, as two had escaped, 
criminals and guardians had alike de- 
camped. The licentiates were captured 
and their story was to the following effect. 
The soldiers who should have escorted the 
prisoners paid Tls. 7.6 each to get off: on 
the road, m»reover, in consideration of a 
promised bribe, the prisoners’ manacles 
were removed, Two of them forthwith 
escaped. When the Petuné officials would 
not receive the prisoners, Shou Ch‘ang 
stayed at an inn to watch over the cunvicts, 
while Noménchilakarh returned to report 
the atate of the matter to the Memorialist. 
Shou Ch:ang, fearing punishment for let- 
ting two convicts escape, fled, as did 
Noménchilakarh on hearing of the escape 
of all the prisoners. There is no special 
law applicable to the case ; but, by analogy, 
the punishment of prison ofticials who pur- 
posely release criminals may be applied. 
Both officers are banished to Ili; the 
suldiers get 90 blows. 

October 16th.—Abstract of Memorials— 
Oléhopu requests that his son, Po-ch‘i, 
probationary Secretary of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, may be retained by him 
at his post (Jehol) to assist in the manage- 
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nent of his household ; the Memorialist 
vill superintend his studies.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

(1) The Censorate Board report the fol- 
owing appeal. Chang Chang shih, a natlve 
#f Ch‘ing-chou prefecture in Shantung, sent 
ier servant to complain that Chang Ching- 
isien, her husband’s cousin, has escaped 
nnishment. This man took advantage of 
the rest of the appellatt’s family being 
myaged in winnowing to ravish appellant’s 
tranddaughter, aged fifteen. The girl 
sommitted suicide three days after. Chang 
Jhing-hsien was beaten and remanded. 
After a futile attempt to induce the appel- 
ant to withdraw the charge in return for 
ihe erection of an Honorary Portal to her 


jrauddaughter’s memory, the culprit con- - 


itived to effect his release by bribery. 
Appeals to the Prefect, Judge, Governor 
ad High Authorities have been always 
teferred to the Magistrate, and no action 
.u the case has been taken. It has now 
‘geen pending three years.— Referred in 
she usual manner. 

(2) Yii-k‘uan, in a Postscript Memorial, 
submits, in answer to the Decree calling 
for investigation of the Oustoms collection 
throughout the Empire, the report of the 
Financial Commissioner on the collection 
of duties on goods in transit at the stations 
in Kuang-chou and Chao-ch‘ing prefeo- 
tures. The original annual assessment in 
the former was ouly ‘I'ls. 2,025 and the 
collection was in the hands of clerks ; the 
total amount to be forwarded from each 
station is now Tis. 42,000, and the collec- 
tion is under a special officer. The duties 
collected at the Huang Kiang station in 
Chao-ch‘ing are on goods going seawards. 
The amount was fixed at Tis. 12,800 with 
a meltage allowance of Tis. 300; and the 
surplus collection was estimated at Tls. 
15,900. A supplementary assessment of 
Tls. 20,000 (with a waste allowance of 
Tls. 10,000 to bé applied to paying the 
officers aud crews of revenue cruisers), was 
subsequently added on the suggestion of a 
former Governor General. ‘The receipts of 
the stations in Kuang-chou have fallen off 
of late owing to the increase of foreign 
steamers, which the merchants find cheapes 
and quicker than laud transit. Moreover 
transit passes free foreign goods from the 
levy of duties en route. ‘The collection at 
the Chao-ch’ing Huang Kiang station suf- 
fered from the Rebellion, which caused 
goods from Yiiuuau and Kueichou for 
Hongkong and Macao to be conveyed by 
the waterways of Héng-chou in Kuangsi 
to the coast and theuce by sea to the 
marts. Since peace was restored, the 
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number of customs barriers along the 
rivers of Kuangtung has led the merchants 
to prefer the roundabout sea-route, and 
the supplementary assessment can hardly 
be collected. The Commissioner has urged 
the authorities to devise means of better- 
ing the collection and of repressing 
evasion of payment by the merchants and 
embezzlement of publio funds by the col- 
lectors. Should there be any surplus, it 
will be forwarded to Peking. : 
October 17th. —(1) The following promo- 
tions are gazetted :—Wén-hsing (30 HR) 
to be Sub-Director of the Oourt of Sacri- 
ficial Worship ; En-chéng a) to suc- 
ceed him as Senior Deputy Supervisor of 
Instruction ; Yi-hsiang (eR to be 
Junior Deputy Supervisor of Iustruction. 
(2) A Decree.—Mei Ch‘i-chao, Director 
General: of the Yellow River, and Li 
Ho-nien, Governor of Honan, report the 
result of the trial of the robber, Hu T‘i- 
an, who protested against the injustice of 
his sentence at the moment of execution, 
and the sentence passed on his accomplices; 
they also request that the execution of 
Oh‘éng Ku-tui and the other criminals 
may be deferred. Let the Board of Punish- 
ments report with all speed. (see Gazette 
of 38rd September, 1881). 
- (3) The Oensorate Board. report the 
following appeal case. The widow, Wu 
Liu shih, a native of Ts‘ang-chou in the 
prefecture of Tientsin, complains that the 
murderer of her son has not been brougttt 
to justice. Her son, Wu Ta-kuei, having 
had a dispute with a Mohammedan, Pai- 
Sst, the latter collected ten or more of his 
sons and nephews, and the band, armed 
with axes and swords, touk their stand at the 
appellant’s door and abused herson. Her 
nephew remonstrated with them, and was 
struck on the neck with a butcher’s knife by 
Pai Chi. Her son was then dragged out, 
and despatched by Pai T‘oand PaiOhiu. Pai 
Sst by bribery got the case falsely reported 


‘ and the parties were ordered to come to 


au understanding. The appellant would 
not agree. Iu March, 1882, Pai Ohiu gave 
himself up and confessed tu his share in the 
crime ; but Pai Sst got him released again 
three months after. Ou the appellant’s 
lodging a plaint with the Prefect, Pai Sst 
by bribery managed to have the statement 
of the wounds inflicted altered. Thus only 
one of the ten criminals is in prison, and 
the appellant has come to the Capital to 
pray for justice.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 
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(4) A second appeal case is reported by 
the Office of Gendarmerie. Tung Té-p‘eng, 
a native of Chekiang, complains that, the 
head of their family having directed his 
cousin, Tung Hui-lan, to watch the crops 
at night, Tung Pu-yiin and other members 
of the clan, grudying the watcher’s fees, 
assembled and slew Tung Hui-lan and three 
other relations of the appellants. On the 
case coming before the Magistrate, the head 
of the clan and the constable of the village 
deponed that the deceased were of bad 
character and had excited yeneral indigna- 
tion by trying to extort these fees. On 
this the case was dismissed ; and, ag ap- 
peals to the Prefect, Judge, Intendant, and 
Governor have all been referred back to 
the magistrate, the appellant, his father 
having died of disappvintiment, has come 
to the capital to make his complaimt,— 

- Referred in the usual manner. 

October 18th.—(1) A Decree granting 
one month’s sick-leave to Ching Shou, Yi 
K’uang will act in his stead as Comptroller 
of the Imperal Equipage Department, and 
Tsai Tun will undertake his duties’ as 
Lieutenant-General of the Manchu Plain 
Yellow Banner. 

(2) A Decree appointing Tsai Ts’ai, In- 
specting Censor of the Eastern Division of 
Peking. 

(3) Chang Pei-lun is appointed Junior 
Deputy Superior of Instruction, 

(4 and 5) Tsénug Kuo-ch‘iian reports his 
arrival in Canton on 24th August; and 
Yii-k‘uan reports giving over charge to 
Tsény Kuo-ch‘iian on 25th August. 

(6) Jén Tao-jung, in a Postscript Memo- 
rial, relates instances of the aid vouchsafed 
in times of drought and flood by the Spirits 
of the Kuan ‘Ti, Lung Shén and Palladium 
Temples in the Yun-ch‘ényg and the Ch‘ang- 
yi districts, and supports the request of 
the grateful geutry aud people that tablets 
with inscriptions may be bestowed on them. 
The divine bounty deserves the move re- 
cognition since the depraved character of 
the people of Yun-ch‘ény leads them to 
take to robbery whenever the harvest fails. 
(See Gazelle of 21st Sepcomber. ) 

(7) Tfan Chang-liu, in a Postscript Me- 
morial, requests that Sun Ch‘éng-pi, ma- 
gistrate of Ling-chou, may be ordered to 
return to his post. ‘I'so ‘T'sung-t‘ang re- 
quested that this officer might be removed 
from his post, and that the charges 
against him of delay in buying grain for 
relief purposes in Shensi and of failure to 
ascertain the secret cultivation of opium 
might be investigated at the same time. 
The Financial and Judicial Commissioners 
have now ascertained that, after being 
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dismissed, he set the gentry and elders 
the example of persoually visiting the 
villages and rooting up the poppy; and 
that, as regards the purchase of grain for 
Shansi, he issued several proclamations 
regulating the price of grain, which had 
risen in consequence of the excessive 
demand for relief purposes, and, as soon 
as there was a slight fall, purchased six 
hundred piculs of wheat and millet. Sun 
Ch’éng-pi is thus innocent of these the 
only charges against him.—Reseript : Let 
the Board take note. 

(8) Li Wen-min, Governor of Kiangsi, 
denounces a district magistrate, Shang 
T’ing-chiin. This officer was put in charge 
of the lekin barrier at Erh-t’ao in the ‘le- 
hua district. When the barges which were 
being forwarded to Tientsin from Hupei 
reached the barrier, Shang T’ing-chitu found 
that twenty of them (which were all the 
crews permitted him to inspect), were 
liable to pay 40 taels for bamboo lekin and 
14,000 odd cash for lekin on merchandiay, 
the limit of 3/10 cargo of bamboos and 
60 piculs merchandise having been ex- 
ceeded. As the amount due from the 300 
vessels calculated at this rate amounted to 
an enormous sum, he communicated with 
Chang Chih-yiian, the officer in charye, 
who consented to pay only Tls. 5,100. 
But, after paying Tls. 1,900, Chang Chih- 
yiian’s fleet hoisted sail and made off ; and 
Shang T‘ing-ch‘én was too frightened to 
stop them. For his timidity he was 
deprived of his post and recalled to the 
provincial capital. His application for 
leave to. go to K‘uang-ln to attend to his 
health was refused, as the natural course 
would have been for him to go home if he 
were really ill, On this he abscended, 
and the Memorialist is ignorant of his pre- 
sent abode. Shang T'ing-ch‘éu’s disinissal 
is asked and granted. 

- (9) Li Wen-min announces that his health 
having been much improved by the month’s 
leave granted him, he will resume his 
dttties. The near approach of the date of 
the provincial examinations reuders his 
presence necessary —Rescript : Noted. 

(10) Hsi Ch’ang, Imperial Agent at Urga, 
requests two months’ congé. ‘The Memo- 
rialist has not had a quiet night’s rest for 
seven months, and his health is utterly 
broken. His legs also are as cold as ice 
and he feels no warmth iu them even at 
midsummer, though wrapped in furs and 
wadded clothes. His protracted sleepless- 
ness has impaired his capacity for business, 
else he had not dared to ask for leave. 
Having sent to Peking for strengthening 
medicine, he was informed by the physi- 
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cians there that rest was needful. He 
proposes to entrust the despatch of ordinary 
business to Namuchilatuantopu ; reports 
to the Throne and international business 
‘he will make shift to manage himself.— 
—Rescript: Let two months’ congé be 
granted. 

October 19th.—Abstract of Memorials— 
Jéu Tao-jung reports inundations in Li- 
cl’eng and other districts of Shantung.— 
Reseript :—The places flooded by the over- 
flow of the Yellow River have suffered 
severely. Let the brdacles in the dykes 
be speedily repaired aud every effort be 
made to preserve the embankments. Let 

suitable relief be afforded to the flooded 
districts that not one man be left home- 
less. 

(1) Pao Ch’ang is appointed chief Super- 
visor of Instruction. 

(2) Memorial from Chany Shu-shéng. 

The three ting, Chang-chia-k’ou, (Kalgan), 
Tu-shih-k’ou, and Dolonor ‘were originally 
desert land beyond the frontier. ‘The first 
settlers same from other places in sinall 
numbers, and sv no educational system 
has yet been established iu them. Of late 
years a great extent of land has been 
bronght under cultivation and among the 

daily increasing population are to be found 
students ambitious to enter the public 
service: but no means of doing so is pro- 
vided them. The large proportion of 
violent characters among the settlers is a 
still stronger reason for the introduction 
of the civilizing influence of education. 
An application for the allotment of a fixed 
number of degrees to these districts met 
with an unfavourable response from the 

' Board of Rites on the ground of the paucity 
of students. The Board inquired also 

' whether any natives of the t‘ing had gained 
degrees in other districts, and whether 
there was a sufficient number of students 
fit to be examined who had complied with 
the law respecting residence. In answer to 
these queries the Intendant of the North- 
ern Circuit reports that the majority of the 
immigrants have beeu settled at least over 

twenty years; that candidates who come 
from other provinces are tov poor to return 
to their native places, while those belonging 

' tv Shih Hsuan-hua prefecture of Chihli 

have been so long absent that they eannot 
obtain the requisite sureties, and are 

- objected to by the other candidates; and 
only those whose fathers or brothers are 

liceutiates are admitted to examination, 

’ Already twenty candidates from Chang- 

‘ chia-k’ou have applied to be examined, 

and fourteen or fifteen from each of the 
other two ting. These ting are of vast 
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extent, over 8,000 ch’ing having already 
be brought under cultivation, and educa- 
tion must be introduced among the ever- 
increasing pdpulation. The Memorialist 
therefore proposes that, while the number 
of candidates remains uncertain, a number 
of degrees should be bestowed in propor- 
tion to the number of students who appear 
for examination. The number can be 
fixed after several trials have proved that 
there does exist a literary body. ‘The 
examinations will be conducted by the 
officers of education of the adjvining 
districts. Surety-bonds will be given by 
the candidates’ neighbours until salaried 
licentiates are appointed. Only those be- 
longing to families of bond fide inhabitants 
of twenty years’ standing will be allowed 
to compete. Similar regulations will be 
applied to the military candidates. 

(3) Pien Pav-ti, Governor of Hunan, 
proposes that cases which have been carried 
to the capital without preliminary appeals 
to the provincial authorities, and unim- 
pertant cases reyardiny the land or debts, 
may he tried by the proper Intendant, 
instead of, as heretofore, being all tried at 
the provincial capital. This will save the 
witnesses and parties concerned long and 
toilsome journeys, heavy travelling-ex- 
penses, abandonment of business and waste 
of time. The Intendant will submit his 
awards to the judge for revisal, and the 
Governor will himself issue the ultimate 
decision.—Rescript: Noted. 

(4) Jen ‘Tao-jung-reports the escape of a 
woman, Fan Li shih, who was awaiting 
execution for killing her husband uninten- 
tionally, from the prison of the Hsia-chin 
district during a storm. The prisoner 
smothered the woman in charge, burst 
open the door and escaped over the wall. 
Search for her was unsuccessful. The usual 
penalties are requested aud decreed (in 
Gasette of 22ud September.) 

October 20th.—(1) A Decree—The rebel, 
Lu Chih-p‘ing, stirred up disturbance in 
Annam, and allied himself with Huang 
Ch‘ung-ying and Li Yang-ts‘ai. He re- 
peatedly resisted the imperial troops and 
for over twenty years escaped capture. The 
General, Huang Kuei-lan, ordered search 
to be made for him, and in August last an 
action was fought with the rebels in the 


mountains at Sung-hsiian (FAH Lb. Lu 


Chih-p‘ing was captured through the exer- 
tions of the Colonel, Ch‘én Té-ch‘ao, and 
other officers and many of his band were 
slain. Let Ni Wén-wei give orders for the 
extermination of the rest of the band, and 
let Ta‘én Yii-ying and Tu Jui-lien order 
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their frontier forces to assist the Kuangsi 
troops. Huang Kuei-lan is rewarded with 
the Yellow Ridimy Jacket. A list of re- 
wards to suburdinate officers follows. 

(2-4) Tsa‘ao. Ping-ché, Intendant of the 
Lanchou Circuit, reports his assumption 
of the acting post of Judge of Kansu on 
August 12th; and Wei Kuang-tao, Judge 
of Kansu, reports receiving the seals of 
office as xctiny Finaucial Commissioner on 
August 21st. The Financial Commissioner, 
Yang Ch ‘ang-chiin, announces his departure 
on 22ud August to have audience at 
Peking. 

(5) Tang Chiung, Financial Oommis- 
sioner of Ytinnan, announces his arrival 
at his post on August 14th. ; 

(6) Ying-jui, Superintendent of the 
Huai-an Customs, submits the accounts 
for the year ending 25th July 1882. The 
total assessment is Tls. 354,363, of which 
Tis. 100,000 are surplus assessment. The 
total collection at the three stations Huai- 
an, Su-chien, and Li-hai amounts to Tis. 
62,650 odd, showing a deficit of 'I'ls. 301,730 
after paying the expenses of collection. 
The Memorialist remarks that his successors 
have explained the large loss entailed on 
these stations by the passes issued at the 
open ports. He himself was encouraged 
by the excellence of the bean and corn last 
year to add slightly to the dutiess But 
the severe drought of this spring on the 
upper course of the river hindered traffic, 
while the heavy and continuous rains of 
June and July stopped it entirely. Fine 
weather did not return till his ‘erm was 
almost at an end. The Memorialist was 


filled with anxiety at the smaliness of the © 


amount collected, and left nothing in his 
power undone; but the southern trade is 
mostly maritime, and only a small quantity 


of beans and corn from the north. He prays. 


that he may not be called on to make up 
the deficit.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Revenue consider and report. 


October 21st.—(1) A Decree directing 
the same ceremonies to be observed on the 
approaching birthday of the Empress 
Dowager (20th November) as were ordered 
last year. , 


(2) A Decree directing unimportant 
appeal cases which have not been carried 
before the provincial authorities,.and in 
regard to which there is no fear of the 
officer who tried the case wrorgfully per- 
sisting in his original decision, to be tried 
by the proper Intendant, (see Gazette of 
19th October). Appeal cases really due to 
unfair awards on the part of the lesser 
magistrates, and involving grave issues, 
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are to be treated as the law directs. Peti- 
tions arising out of insignificant quarrels 
and all unimportant cases, which are 
wrongfully brought with the design of 
involving the accused (the reference of 
which to the High Provincial Authorities 
for investigation fulfils the treacherous 
designs of the crafty and wicked, and en- 
tails unspeakable suffering on good citi- 
zens), are to be rejected by the Censorate 
and the Office of Gendarmerie. These offices 
are in future to carefully examine the na- 
ture of each plaint laid before them, and, 
if the charge brought is petty and vague, 
and the case has not been brought before 
the provincial authorities, it will not be 
entertained. All appeal cases remitted to 
the provinces are to be tried with impar- 
tiality and thoroughness, nor may the 
phrases ‘‘the affair was due to other 
causes” or ‘‘a false charge was brought on 
mere suspicion” be made a means of hush- 
ing up a case. 

(3) Oh‘én Shih-chieh requests the Impe- 
rigi decision in regard to Wang Yin-yueh. 
The case arising from the attack on this 
officer while he was surveying waste land 
in the Chia-hsing prefecture, was decided 
by T‘an Chung-lin and the Memorialist, 
aud the proposed award was assented 
to by His Majesty. On 13th September 
the Memorialiat received a communication 
from Wang Yin-yueh resivning his post in 
the Patriot Investigation Office on account 
of his wounds received in the public service 
not having healed. . He further stated that, 
‘ the charge against the prefect aud magis- 
trate of Chiu-hsing of instigating the 
farmers and headboroughs to assault all 
officers engaged in the survey having been 
unfairly decided, he was forced to appeal 
twice to the Capital in the hope of having 
his wrongs righted. But the Governor for 
his own purposes shielded the wrong doers 
and presented a garbled report to the 
Throne, entirely based on the statements 
of the defendants. All means of redress 
being thus cut off, he could only retire from 
the service.’ This document was sealed with 
the official seal. Such language as the above, 
which, in addition to the reckless reviling 
of passion, contains a charge against the 
Memorialist of making garbled reports, 
and of being dead to all feelings of right, 
should not appear even in a private letter, 
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If such raving be permitted, all discipline . 
will be lost. The case of Wang Yin-yueh | 


was fairly decided and need not be recapi- 
tulated. His charges against the Memori- 
alist are unimportant, but his breach of 
discipline is a serious matter. The Memo- 
rialist does not venture to take upon himself 
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to suggest what penalty he has incurred. | 
(See Gazette of Sept. 28th.) 

(4) Ch‘éu Shih-chieh reports forwarding 
to the Capital Tls. 50,000 on account of 
the subsidy due to the Buard of Revenue, 
and ‘Tis. 15,000 for the expenses of the 
Imperial Household. This is the second 
instalment for 1882, and is drawn from 
the salt-tax receipts. 

(5) Li Shéu, Imperial Comptroller-Gen- 
eral of Kokonor reports that on 28th 
August, according to custom, he set out 
for Ch‘a-han-t‘o-lo-hai to offer the autumn 
sacrifices to the spirits of the Vh‘ing Hai 


(FR tp.) He was accompanied by the 


Intendant of Hsi-ning as the Governor’s 
deputy, and escorted by a body of irregulars 
with artillery. On the 1st September he 
performed the sacrifice and next day held 

a conference with the Mongol Princes, 

Chieftains, and nobles, who had been 

advised of his coming by circular. The 

rewards conferred on them by His Majesty 

in return for their contributing their 

salaries to the public service were’ an- 

nounced, and the presents of silks and 

satins, feathers and buttons, knives, tea, 

and so forth were distributed. The 

‘officers of the native forces also received 
gifts of superior quality. The princes 
and nobles expressed the warmest grati- 

tude for the Imperial bounty, and the 

Memcrialist seized the occasion for impres- 

sing strongly upon them the obligation 

they were under of pursuing their pastoral 

avocation in peace, and not permitting any 

disturbance which would bring punishment 

upon them. All were greatly affected and 

promised to follow this advice ; and it may 

be hoped as that the result the region of the 

Azure Sea will enjoy lasting peace. Memo- 

rialist has deputed various ofticers to proceed 

to the other parts of Kokonor and perform 

the customary sacrifices. —Rescript : Noted. 

October 22nd.— Chin Ch‘i, Prince of 


K'o-ch‘in (FERRE) is appointed to 


perform the ceremonies in the Posterior 
Hall of the Imperial Ancestral Temple on 
H.M. the Emperor’s Birthday (20th Nov.) 
(1) The Censorate Board reports the 
following appeal case. Li Yen-ling, a na- 
tive of I-chow in Shéug Ching, complains 
that the murderers of his father have escaped 
punishment. In 1879 Ts‘ai Yung-chan 
wanted to borrow money from petitioner's 
father. On his refusing to lend it him, 
Ts‘ai Yung-chan got together five other 
bad characters, and coming to petitioner’s 
door abused his father. Petitioner’s father 
Went out to stop them, when he was set on 
with swords and staves and murdered, At 
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‘collect the subsidies due. 


the inquest which was held, the accom- 
plices all confessed to their share in the 
crime ; but Ts‘ai Yung-chan bribed the 
clerks in the criminal division to release 
them. Petitioner has vainly appealed 
twice tu the Military and Civil Governors. 
Referred in the usual manner. 

(2) Li Chao-t‘ang, Superintendent of the 
Foochow Arsenal, reports haveing resumed 
his duties on 13th September. Hisill-health 
still continues ; but, in view of the import- 
ance of the business entrusted to him, and 
more especially the construction of a new 
pattern of vessel, the materials for which 
have arrived from Europe, he dared not 
make his iliness an excuse for inactivity, 
and he has therefore returned to’his duty. 

(3) Hsi-lun, Military Assistant Governor 
of Tarbayatai, requests that Ch‘éu Huang, 
an expectant Mayistrate of the Shensi 
establishment, may be dismissed for ever 
from the public service. Owing to the 
remote situation of ‘larbayatai the soldiers’ 
pay is often behindhand, and ofticers have 
to be sent to the various provinces to 
Pending the 
arrival of the mouey, goods have to be 
bought on credit, or loans obtained from 
the merchants who come thither from the 
Inner Land, for which the Memorialist 
gives bills on the city of Kuei-hua to be 
cashed as the pay arrives. And when 
military stores are required, officers have to 
be sent to China to buy them, provided with 
an authorisation from the Memorialist. In 
the winter of 1880 Ch’en Huang was sent 
to collect the subsidy from Shensi, Shan- 
si, and Hanan. He reported receiving 
Tis. 20,000 from Shausi, Tls. 10,000 from 
Honan and market Ts, 1,000 from Shensi, 
which seems he had taken to Kuei-hua 
and Sui-yuan. About the same time a 
complaint of his rudeness and bullying 
demeanour wasreceived from the Shensi au- 
thorities ; and the merchant Ching Hsiang- 
t’ai accused him of refusing to pay two 
bills to the value of Tis. 9,000. On his 
return an inquiry into these charges was 
about to be instituted, when the Secretary 
of the Military Supply Office stated that 
Ch’en Huang had tried to smuggle his own 
private property as belonging to the forces, 
It is now found that his accounts are cor- 
rect, and that he gave up his attempt at 
smuggling on leave to pass being refused. 
He can find no answer to make to the 
other charges —Rescript: Be it as is re- 
quested. Let the Civil Otfice take note. 

October 23rd.—(1) A Decree. The Cen- 
sor Li Hung-k‘uei requests that orders 
may be given to find ont and punish a 
eunuch of the Imperial ‘Tea Department, 


70 [Ocr. 23. 





named Sun Ying-jui, who called on the 
19th and 20th inst. at the Censor’s private 
residence, saying he had some matter to 
consult with him upon. Finding him not 
at home, the eunuch left his card and 
went away without explaining his business. 
The Comptroller of the Household is to 
find out the above-mentioned eunuch and 
hand him over to the Board for severe 
punishment. For a eunuch to leave the 
Palace without permission is strictly for- 
bidden by law; the reason of this man’s 
daring to call upon an officer possessed of 
the right of addressing the Throne must be 
thoroughly investigated. 

(2) A Decree. ‘The Comptroller of the 
Household reports that there is no such 
person as Sun Y‘ing-jui among the eunuchis 
of the Tea Department, nor is that name 
to be found in the general list of Imperial 
eunuchs. The Metropolitan Police Autho- 
rities are ordered to tind out who it was that 
assumed the name, and to send the offender 
to the Board for trial and punishment, 

(3) A Decree, directing offices for the 
auditing of the treasury accounts, on the 
system proposed by Chang Chih-tung, to 
be established in all the provinces. ‘Lhe 
war and reorganization expenses cannot 
but have yviven rise in every province to 
the various abuses found by Chang Chih- 
tung tu exist in the case of Shansi. . The 
treasury accounts must be audited within 
a given time; no favour is to be shown, 
but the task is to be performed with zeal 
and honesty. 

(4) A Decree, citing a precedent of the 
third year of T‘ung Chih, and granting 
that a detailed account of the military and 
reorganization expenditure prior to the 
8th month of the present year need not 
be submitted to the Board of Revenue. 
It will suftice that a concise statement of 
the sums received and issued specifying 
the year in which and the purpose for 
which they were used, be presented to 
the Throne. The system of reporting 
every item of expenditure to the Board 
for authorisation is intended to check extra- 
vaygance. But the military and reorgani- 


zation accounts embrace so lony a period {| 


and are so full of complications that, how- 
ever correct the returns submitted, they 
are certain to be repeatedly queried by 
the Board. Thus delay is caused; the 
items are manipulated to suit the Board, 
interest is made to get them passed, anda 
hundred abuses spring up. The high civil 
and military authorities of each province 
are exhorted to display their honesty and 
make an exact and truthful report. Hence- 
forward most severe punishment shall be 
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meted out to all high officers who fail to J-..j 
reveal extortion and misrepresentation ov 
the part of the clerks of the Board, a 
embezzlement and extravagance on the 
part of the lesser provincial officials. 

(5) A Decree, in reply to a memorial |-.; 
from Ni Wén-wei, Governor of Kuang, | 
dismissing or degrading various unworthy 
otticials, 

(6) A Decree. Ni Wén-wei reports the }: 
suppression of a band of brigands, who for 
many years had infested Kuangsi. They 


had a stronghold at ‘Ta-chu-kén (KY 


#8) in Yii-lin chow. Their leaders, Wu |”; 
Wan-ta, etc., have now been slain, and]... 
many of the band put to death by the |. 
frontier forces, aided by the local officials | 
and gentry; and peace is restored, Re- J.: 
wards are conferred on the officers who ]. 
distinguished themselves, 

(7) Pi Tao-yuan and Chou Chia-mei, 
Governor-Adjoint and Governor of Peking, 
request the issue of 650 piculs of millet to 
the soupkitchen inside the Chang-yi Gate 
of Peking, and 150 piculs to the Kun 


Ts Lin (FHP) Kitchen outside the 


Té-shéng Mén. ‘lhe Memorialists remark 
that the harvest has been a medium on [x 
and the price of grain is fluctuating. The 
poor cannot but be hard put to it to gain 
a livelihood. It is therefore requested 
that the above-named kitchens be, in ac 
cordance with precedent, opened a mouth 
earlier than usual, that is to say on the |. 
15th of the 9th moon (26th October), and 
kept open a month longer next spring. If 
the applicants for relief are so numerous 
that the supply of millet proves insufticient, 
or if further relief is required next spring, 
the Memorialists will inform His Majesty. 
—For Decree see Gazette of 6th October. 
(8) A similar Memorial from the Shun- 
t‘ien Fu authorities, requesting the issue 
of 400 piculs of maize to the soup-kitchen 
at Lu-kou Ch‘iao, This kitchen was 
established and is supported by the cou- 
tributions of two officials, It is to be 
open from 1Lth November till April 1883. 
(9) Postscript Memorial from Wa ‘ls 
ch‘éng, Civil Assistant to the Governor of 
Kirin. ‘The Memorialist, fearing lest off- 
cers and men returning home on leave, 
and recruits coming from Shéng-ching and 
Chihli, might loiter on the way or cause 
disturbance, has repeatedly given orders 
to the Military Secretariat and the Cum- 
manudants of Forces to make search for and 
punish any that thus misconduct then- 
selves, and either expel them from the 
province or have them escorted home. Fu 
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Lien-fa, a Captain in the Sui Battalion, 
1as now been arrested on the charge of 
oitering at Ningata for more than a month 
wd afterwards, in company with a Bud- 
ihist priest and two vagabond ‘‘ braves,” 
rying te get opium from the headman of 
3ung-yin-kou. His dismissal is requestsd 
wd granted. 

(10) Ch‘ung-ch‘i, Governor of Moukden, 
requests that an Assistant Comptroller of 
she Imperial Household at Moukden and 
of the Imperial Clansmen removed thither, 
of the rank of Vice President of a Board, 
nay be appointed, the last holder of the 
dost, En-fu, having been removed to the 
Capital as Vice-President of the Board of 


Revenue. The names Ch‘i-hsiu (A>) 


and Sung-sén (FAAP have been marked 
with the Vermilion Pencil. 

October 24th.—Abstract of Memorials. 
Shang Shu-shéng returns thanks for the 
title of Junior Guardian of the Heir Ap- 
parent bestowed upon him on account of 
nis exertions in the settlement of the Corean 
tebellion, and prays that the order may 
2¢ revoked.—Rescript: We have perused 
Shang Shu-shéng’s Memorial. He showed 
sorrect judgment in this affair. The Court 
in the consideration of youd service and 
the bestowal of rewards is perfectly free 
from partiality. Let not the Governor- 
General persist in declining the title. 

(1) Memorial from Huny Liang-p‘in, 
Superintending Censor of the Yiinnan 
Circuit, The appearance of celestial pheno- 
mena is always evoked by the state of 
human affairs ; nor do repeated calamities 
appear from above when the government 
below is free from fault. Last year a 
comet appeared in the northern heavens ; 
this year every province is afflicted with 
flood, and the people are scattered abroad. 
And now another comet has arisen in the 
east, like a piece of silk in form, with a 
tail several chang long stretching away to 
the southwest, while at dawn its brightness 
vies with that of the rising sun. Though 
the Memorialist is not skilled in the arts of 
divination and the interpretation of por- 
tents, he finds it stated in all the records 
that such phenomena appear above as a con- 
sequence of misgovernment below. It was 
for this reason that under the Han when 
flood and drought occurred, the dismissal 


of the three Chief Ministers * (=A) 


= Keay 


* Under the Han dynasty theso were 
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was decided on, and the conflagration in the 
palace during the Sung dynasty was follow- 
ed by the disgrace of the Ohief Minister of 
State. In truth these officers were charged 
with the duty of harmonizing the Dual 
Forces and could not escape blame. Now, 
when Her Majesty listens to affairs of state 
behind the curtain and His Majesty is still 
of tender age and occupied in study, their 
Majesties rely on these two or three Minis- 
ters of the Council for aid and counsel in 
the government. If the Council were 
composed of good men, what misgovern- 
ment could there be to lament? But 
though the Memorialist does not venture 
to assert that the whole body are men who 
ill requite His Majesty’s bounty and whose 
hearts are set solely on vain, yet there are 
one or two such characters among them, a 
number sufficient to give rise to abuses, un- 
seen but none theless hurtful to the govern- 
ment. The Memorialist saw the sentence 
on Chou Jui-ch’ing in the Gazette; but he 
has heard a further report which Ch’én 
Ch‘i-t’ai did not touch on. It has been of 
late asserted outside that the Board of 
Revenue demanded a bribe of Tis. 130,000 
before passing the Yunnan accounts, but 
that afterwards lest Yen Ching-ming should 
forbid it on his return, the Board settled 
the affair for Tis. 80,000, that Ching-lien 
and Wang Wén-shao both received enor- 
mous sums, while the rest was shared 
among the minor officials. Public opinion 
is excited, and all say the same; it is not 
only the Memorialist that has heard this, 
the story is known throughout the Em- 
pire. Thus the affair having come to light, 
the truth can hardly be hidden from the 
eyes of all, and general comment has 
arisen. The settlement, of accounts is an 
important measure of imperial finance, and 
the correction of the inveterate abuses 
with regard to it depends entirely on 
the Ministers at the head of the finances, 
Ching-lien and Wang Wén-shao are well 
aware of these abuses, and if they were 
free from all taint could have easily in- 
vestigated them with impartiality, and 
forthwith revealed the deceit practised. 
Not so did they do; but on the contrary 
they willingly received bribes to hush up 
the affair and c-unive at the deceit! If 
the men in charge of the finances of the 
Empire set the example of avarice and 
selfseeking, how can one blame the under- 
lings for availing themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to plunder, or the clerks for taking 
the chance of practising extortion? More- 
over these two men are High Officers of 
the Grand Council, and the Grand Council 
originates all measures of government. Lf 
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these two Ministers are thus guilty in their 
control of the finances, it proves the rot- 
tenness of their administration of the 
government. Now it is want of care in 
human affairs that causes the recurrence 
of celestial portents. Such phenomena 
do not come without a cause. In this case 
it is not their Majesties that have done 
wrong ; but these men’s deeds are such as 
to make one ask, whose is the fault if not 
theirs? The Memorialist therefore prays 
that they be dismissed from the Council 
and await trial. It is no rash unfounded 
charge that is brought against them. 
When Wo Jén and Wén Hsiang were in 
the Council, they were able to give the 
Empire prosperity ; now that these men 
are Ministers disasters are rife. The Memo- 
rialist is a member of the Censorate, and 
his office is to denounce. He hears the 
above statements universally made and 
sees them confirmed by celestial portents. 
To keep silence would be dereliction of 
duty. So, although his attack on such 
high officials cannot but rouse their enmity 
against him, he dares not at this crisis 
consider his own loss or gain, nor dare he 
fail to take into account the prosperity 
or ruin of the Empire. 

(2) The Prince of Tun and Wéng T’ung- 
ho report that they personally examined 
the Censor Hung Liang-p’in as to the 
grounds for his denunciation of Ching- 
lien and Wang Wén-shao. He asserted 
that the account books of the banks Ch’ien 
Shéng Héng and T’ien Shun Hsiang would 
prove the extortion en the part of the 
Board of Revenue. The bribing of Chou 
Jui-ch’ing to undertake the affair could be 
proved by examining Ts’ui Tsun-yi and 
P’an Ying-chang. The arrangement of the 
affair could be learnt from Chou Jui-ching, 
To an enquiry for the names of the agents 
employed by Ching-lien and Wang Wén- 
shao (who, being Ministers of State, could 
not personally take bribes), the Censor 
replied that it was hardly likely that such 
secret matters should be allowed to como 
to a Censor’s ears. His denunciation was 
founded on general report. Asked from 
whom he learned the report, he said that 
it was told him by many persons ; literati, 
officials, shopkeepers, all were unanimous; 
he could not point out any particular 
man as his informant. Careful and 
protracted cross-examination elicited no 
direct proof, the Censor asserting that he 
had explained everything in his petition 
to the Throne, and that it was his duty to 
report any rumour that he heard. The 
Memorialists forward the Censor’s peti- 
tion, 
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(3) Hung Liang-p‘in’s petition in answer 
to the Decree of 5th October requiring 
him to substantiate his accusations. He 
represents that, not being concerned in the 
business, he had no means of learning all 
the particulars, which were naturally kept 
secret. The persons bought over by Chou 
Jui-ch‘ing are commonly stated to bs» 
Ching-lien and Wang Wén-shao; they, too 
are the persons won over by Chou Jui- 
ch‘ing. The talk of the lanes, the conver- 
sation of the streets, all'point to these 
men. Their guilt can be proved by Clou 
Jui-ch‘ing ; but the petitioner is not wi h- 
out proof—the assertion of all men. For 
Ministers of State to excite public cri- 
ticism is called failing to requite the 
Imperial favour, for, a Censor not to 
inform His Majesty of what he hears is 
termed neglect of duty. If he did not 
report the celestial portent or the general 
talk, what would be the use of his being 
a Censor? He has no acquaintance with 
the ofticers he accuses, no grudge against 
them. The case will be clear as day when 
it is ascertained what Ts’ui Tsun-yi and 
P’an Ying-chang did with those bills for 
Tls. 150,000 odd, and to whom they gave 
them. 

October 25th.—Hsii-t‘ung reports the 
completion of his duties in connection with 
the examinations. 

(1-4) Decree appointing Examiners and 
other officials for the Manchu Translation 
xEamination which commenced 24th Oct. 


(5) Ch‘én Yi (BR $4) is appointed In- 
tendant of the K‘ai-féng Kuei-té6 Ch‘én- 
chou and Hsii-chou Circuit of Honan, 


(6) Tso Chitin (Fe #) is appointed In- 
tendant of the Chi Ning Circuit of Shanai. 
His post as Prefect of T‘ai-yuan is to be 


filled by Ma P‘i-yao( FGA HR). 


(7) A Decree ordering Li Ho-nien to 
send up to the Board of Punishments all 
the witnesses and documents in the case of 
the robber Hu T‘i-an who loudly protested 
his innocence on the execution ground. 
The award given in this case was reported 
by Mei Ch‘i-chao and Li Ho-nien, and a 
speedy report called for from the Board. 
The Board stated that there were many 
doubtful points in the original report, and 
that no fresh award could be given till all 
the witnesses were called before the Board. 
Censors have repeatedly memorialised 
upon this case, which seems to prove that 
public opinion is excited about it. No 
trustworthy decision as to whether the 
convict is wronged or no can be abtained 
without most careful investiyation, 
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(8) Hsia Chia-hao is permitted to vacate 
his post and attend to his health. 

(9) Hsii Kéng-shén is appointed Junior 
Vice President of the Board of Punish- 
ments, Pending his arrival T’ung Hua 
will act in his stead. T‘ung Hua is ap- 
pointed Junior Vice President of the Board 
of Rites. His acting post of Senior Vice 
President of the Board of War will be 
temporarily filled by Chou Chia-mei. 

(10) Ying Jui, Superintendent of the 
Huai-an Customs, reports that the sums 
obtained under the items ration allow- 
ance (Tls. 1,140) and fines for not report- 
iny dutiable goods (Tls. 915) have been all 
expended as soon as they were received, 
aud there is no balance remaining. Of the 
regular assessment ‘ls. 10,000, were ac- 
cording to law retained for public service. 
Tis. 892 odd were paid as anti-extortion 
and ration allowances to the officers at the 
Huai-an, Su-ch‘ien and maritime stations ; 
and the balance (Tis. 9,107 odd) should be 
sent to the office of the Household. The 
price of the gin-seng subscribed (‘Tls. 5,000) 
should be paid into the Bullion Vault, 
These sums have now been forwarded.— 
Rescript: Noted. 

(11) Tu Jui-lien, Governor of Yiinnan, 
reports that in the middle of the sixth moon 
a violent storm accompanied by rain and 
hail broke over two wards of the Fu 
veiyhbourhood in Lu-nan Chou. In six 
villaves the crops were partially or totally 
destroyed. At Shih-p‘ing Cheu there was 
a continuous downpour after the beginning 
of summer, which washed away the crops 
already sown, and, where they had not been 
sown, prevented all agricultural operations. 
Investigation and relief were ordered. The 
possibility of sowing a supplementary crop 
of other cereals if the water were run off 
the fields, aud the necessity of remission 
or postponement of the land-tax, will be 
considered when the reports of the officers 
sent to survey the district come to hand. 

(12) Chin-shun, Governor of Ili, reports 
forwardins eight horses for his Majesty’s 
use. Since the Rebellion well-made, good- 
looking horses with the proper paces have 
uot been easy to get. Eight have now 
been chosen after careful trial. Although 
the colours are not perfect, they are of 
docile disposition. Otticers have been sent 
with thein to the City by the north road, 
where grass is abundant ; aud a supply of 
forage was also carried. The horses will be 
handed over to the officers in charge of 
the Imperial Stud for trial. A detailed 
description of each is appended, -—Rescript : 
Noted. 
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(13) Ou-yang Li-chien, General of Ché- 
kiang, reports taking over office on 2ud 
September. 

October 26th —(1) The former Governor 
T’sen Yii-ying explained to His Majesty 
the organisation of native military forces, 
free schouls, and military colonies among 
the aborigines on the lower course of the 
Wu River in Kueichow, and sent officers 
to carry out the measures required. ‘Ihe 
Memorialist, tov, gave orders for the satis- 
factory settlement of such reforms in those 
matters as on careful consideration of the 
circumstances should seem requisite, The 
Intendant Ch‘u Yi-li has now sent in his 
report. ‘The military forces have been 
reduced in ‘T'‘ung-jen prefecture and Sung- 
tao ting, and the most of the surplus 
posts thus obtained distributed among the 
eight villages of Ku-chow and the seven 
t‘ing along the Fuand Hsia Rivers. ‘The new 
soldiers were once ordered to assume the 
queue and the Chinese dress. The local 
authorities will dismiss any officers that 
bully the people and will appoint their 
successors. The Intendant proposes to 
keep vacant for the present a small number 
of posts, to be filled up when the local 
authorities deem an increase necessary. 
Additional schools have been established 
and the total number is now one hundred 
and thirty-nine in the ten districts. The 
expenses of these schools are all supplied 
from the public funds, The military co- 
lonists numbered before the rebellion 9,339 
enrolled in 10 divisions; at the present 
time 8,949 have already been enrolled 
again. ‘These are all found to be stout 
fellows. ‘The decrease in number is due 
to some of the land of the colonies having 
become dense jungle, or to its having been 
covered with sand by the overflow of the 
rivers, A survey has been made and a 
list of the colonists sent in. The stations 
number 127; and orders have now been 
given for their thorough repair, The land- 
tax due will be collected by the officials of 
the neighbouriug ¢ing. Inspections of 
the colonists will be held every winter 
and the inefficient dismissed.—Rescript : 
Noted. - 


October 27th. —Court Circular. The 
Prince of Kung is granted extension of 
leave for twenty days 

(1) A Decree, directing the proper Board 
to deliberate and report on the request of 
the Censor of the Central Division, that 
marks of approbation may be bestowed on 
officers and men of the Volunteer Brigade 


($84 5 Ja}) who have distinguished them- 
selves, aud that the Assistant Department 
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Mayistrate Huang Yii may be rewarded as 
originally propesed. 

(2) A Decree, bestowing donations of 
grain upon eight charitable institutions in 
the Chinese quarter of Peking, to be issued 
in the shape of soup to the destitute poor ; 
upon six warm refuges in the same quarter 
of the city, and one similar establishment 
outside the walls; upon a Mohammedan 
temple not far from the Chang-yi Mén. 
The donations vary in amount from 150 to 
300 piculs, and the issue of the soup will 
commence in every instance on L1lat 
November. 

(3) Memorial from Ku-nyin-pu, Tartar 


General of Hangchow. Fu-erh-sun ( 


cope) was appoiuted Brigade General at 


at Chapu in 1870, and transferred to Hang- 
chow in 1878. He twice acted as General 
for periods of two years, and strenuously 
assisted successive Generals in the reor- 


ganization of the forces and the restoration | 


of discipline. A short time ayo his old 
wounds broke out afresh and were accom- 
pavied by blood-spitting. In spite of 
his failing strength he neglected none 
of his duties, and met the remonstrances 
of the Memorialist with the declaration 


that he who had received such favours | 


from His Majesty, dare not make a slight 
ailment an excuse for sloth. His illness 
suddenly grew more grave, medical treat- 
ment proved unavailing, and on 20th 
September he ‘‘ vacated his post.” The 
usual praise of the deceased officer follows. 
He left but one son, nine years of age, 
who is an honorary licentiate. 

(4) Hsii-t‘ung and his colleagues at the 
Hsiang-shih Examination confess that they 
made an error in describing the title of a 
commentary on the Yi Ching in the first 
set of questions at the third period of the 
examinations. They request that they 
may be handed over to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty, (See Guzette 
of 9th October.) 

(5) Jén Tao-jung, Governor of Shantung, 
reports the trial and award in a case of 
poisoning. Yii Nien isa native of Ning- 
hai Chou. He and his elder brother Yii 
Hai sold four mw of their common patri- 
mony, aud converted the money to his 
own use. Yii Nien’s frequent applications 
for half the price only got him abuse and 
beatings. ‘This made him determined to 
murder his brother; but he did not find 
an opportunity of doing so till the 10th 
February, 1881, when he was invited by 
his brother to drink wine with him. As 
he was taking the cups from a drawer, he 
saw a box of arsenic powder for killing 
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rats in it, and, taking a little, he mixed 
it in some soup he offered to bring Yi 
Hai. Yi Hai took the soup and died 
three days after, having told his wife the 
circumstances. The truth has now. been 
elicited, and sentence of death by * the 
slow process pronounced on Yii Nien.— 
Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments 
speedily deliberate and report. 

(6) Ch‘ien-hsi, Military Lieutenant 
Governor of Ch‘ahar, in a Postscript Me- 
morial, requests that orders may _ be 
sent to the Governor-General of Chibli 
aud the Governor of Shansi to strictly 
enjoin on their subordinates to issue 
proclamations forbidding the slaughter of 
cattle used in ploughing, and military 
chargers, The Memorialist remarks that 
he is of opinion that every created animal 
has its use, and that the use of each is not 
without its principle. Cattle and horses 
are needed for ploughing and riding, and 
are not to be used for food. Their slaughter 
is prohibited by law. Further, Kalgan is 
the general market for horses, aud the 
cavalry chargers of each province used to 
be purchased there, besides a large propor- 
tion of cattle for agricultural purposes. 
The Memorialist lately heard that the 
floods in the south have caused a scarcity 
of buyars, and, the price of horses having 
fallen very low, certain persons go so far 
as to slaughter them and sell them in the 
open market for food. Their number has 
gradually increased in spite of the arrest 
of several. The country is so extensive 
that complete prohibition of the practice 
cannot be attained, unless the Memorialist’s 
proposal is acceded to.—Rescript : Let 
Ch‘ien-hsi himself communicate with the 
neighbouring provincial authorities. 


October 28th.—(1) Lou Yii-p‘u, Super- 
vising Censor of the Board of Punishments, 
requests that, as a necessary step towards 
the improvement of the Government 
Schools, the Chinese teachers be given a 
greater chance of promotion to pusts as 
district magistrates after their three years 
in the schools, At present so small is the 
likelihood of attaining such a post, that 
not one metropolitan graduate can be in- 
duced to accept the position of teacher ; 
nor will provincial graduates or senior 
licentiates compete for it, unless they are 
kept in the Capital in attendance on their 
fathers or to act as private tutors. The 
men selected, moreover, rarely devote 
themselves earnestly to their duties. Last 
year the appointment of officials who en- 
tered the service by the proper path was 
accelerated, but nothing has as yet been 
done for the class that has most difficulty 
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nn gaining substantive posts—the Chinese 
eachers in Government Schools.—Refer- 
‘ed by Decree to the Board of Civil Ottice 
o deliberate and report. 

(2) The Censorate Board reports the fol- 
owing appeal case. The complainant is 
Vang Féng-ch‘i, a native of the Séng-ch‘ih 
listrict of Honan. ‘There being no one to 
sttend on his aged mother, the complainant 
narried the widow Li Sung shih. Li Féng- 
riao and Li Pu-chiin tried to get money 
rom him by pretending to be cousins of 
he woman’s late husband. On his refu- 
al, they laid a false charge against him 
wd unlawfully detained him in confine- 
nent. On 29th June, during his absence 
rom home, these fellows collected a band, 
seat his mother to death, and ravished his 
wife. Appeals to the provincial authorities 
vere referred to the magistrate of the dis- 
wict, where the murderers have tou great 
4 position for redress to be obtained — 
Referred in the usual manner. 

October 29th.—(1) Memorial from Féug 
Yii-chi, Governor of Shénsi. The system 
of storing grain has been much debated from 
he times of Kuan Chung and Chia I. Chu 
Asi of the Sung dynasty established local 
sranaries on the principle of the Public 
granaries of Chang-sun P’ing of the Sui 
lynasty. Fourteen years’ experience proved 
ihat it was essential that the yranaries 
should be near, that all should understand 
he system, and that the provision against 
gad years should be more in the country 
chan ina city, Subsequent changes have 
deen due merely to the necessity of adap- 
ting and extending this most excellent 
measure. The Memorialist when in the 
Capital heard that grain for the relief of the 
Shénsi famine (1877-8) was chiefly purchased 
in other provinces. When he was appointed 
Governor in 1879, he explained tv His 
Majesty that his efforts would be directed to 
the storage of yrain as a precaution against 
scarcity. He has laboured for two years 
for this purpose, and his delay in reporting 
lis progress to the Throne is due to the 
necessity of perfecting the system to its 
minutest particular, and with a firm hand 
rooting out abuses and fostering success, 
The establishment of granaries is of more 
pressing importance in Shénsi—a province 
of high tablelands badly watered—where 
the famine has exhausted the stores of 
yrain and the people have small resources 
of their own, than in other provinces. The 
successful harvest of 1881 enabled the 
systern to be put in motion. Concise 
Tegulatious were issued, and the necessary 
steps ordered. The principle of cuollection 
vas to exempt the poor from contributing, 
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and to take every surt of grain. The con- 
tributions were stored in the vearest public 
building, and the receipt aud issue were 
entrusted to gentry of upright character 
and substantial wealth. Auy village 
suffering frum calamity was exempted 
from contributing, and, if necessary, grain 
was issued for its relief. Thus in one 
year gentry and people have gladly 
adopted the system, and while the rich 
are stinted in luxuries, the poor obtain 
food aud raiment, and thus loss and 
gain are justly balanced. But, unless the 
grain is properly stored, it will become 
mildewed; unless the granary is well 
situated, the supplies will fall short. For 
these reason 3/10 of the extra collection 
for 1881 (piculs 806,000), were devoted to 
the building of 1,600 granavies in 91 juris- 
dictions. ‘he successful relief of the 
sufferers from hail-storm and fluod in 
1880 1 proved the advantayes of the system, 
and made all willing to contribute. In fu- 
ture when the stores become abundant, the 
collection may be temporarily stopped. - 
The issue of grain on loan, the guarding of ° 
the granaries, and the airing of the grain 
are to be settled aocording to local custom. 
The Memorialist hopes by constant 
supervision to preserve the system for 
ever in accordance with the principles 
handed down from Chu Hsi.—Rescript : 
Noted. 


(2) Ya Lu, Governor of Auhwui, reports 
that, as the military stores of the Cho 
Shéng battalion, which are kept in the 
Pav-én Sst in Shou chow, were being taken 
out to be aired, some person let a box of 


caps (Eq FC 4K $a -F-) fall. A terrible 


explosion of powder tollowed, twenty apart- 
ments were wrecked, sixteen soldiers killed, 
and one priest smothered in the ruins. 
Luckily the temple is at some distance 
from other buildings, and none of the 
common people were hurt. The fire was 
speedily extinguished by the soldiers, but 
the powder and shot were all destroyed, 
and much damage done to the military 
equipments. Tnis loss will be at once 
made good by the officers responsible for 
the catastrophe. ‘The dismissal of the 
officers entrusted with the inspection of 
the stores, who did not even attend in 
person, is requested, and granted by 
Rescript. 

(3) Ming-an, Militery Governor of Kirin, 
asks that two Correspondence Secretaries 
and two Police Masters may be sent him 
for employment in the newly fouuded 
jurisdictions.—Rescript : Let the Board 
of Civil Office take note. 
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October 30th.—(1) A Decree, in answer 
toa Memorial from Chang P‘ei-lun, Junior 
Deputy Supervisor of Instruction, who as- 
serts that to permit the provincial author- 
ities merely to submit a eoncise statement 
of expenditure to the Throne instead of 
having the detailed accounts audited by 
the Board, is to exalt the power of the pro- 
vincial at the expense of the central yov- 
ernment, and is likely to give rise to abuses. 
Chang P’ei-lun requests the appointment 
of a commission to impartially investigate 
the question. Let the Board of Revenue 
duly deliberate and report to us. 

(2) Report from Lin Shu and P’an Tsu- 
- yin, Imperial Commissioners charged with 

the investigation of the Yiinnan accounts 

case. Wang Ching-ch’én of the ‘I’ien-shun- 
hsiang bank states that he heard that the 
bills from Yiinnan were to be used in 
effecting the passing of the accounts ; that 
J's'ui ‘I'sun-yi sent two letters to Chou 
Jui-ch’ing from his bank, but the messen- 
ger did not see him; that he does not 
know the contents of the letter. After 
protracted examination, one of the clerks of 
the Board of Revenue indicated Chang 
Ying and Lu Liang-chii, clerks of the Ytin- 
nan department, and Ch’én Jui-hsiian 
and Shén Hung-nien, clerks of the special 
business department of the Board of Re- 
venue, as having been in charge of the 
case. Ou communicating with the Board 
these men were found to have absconded, 
undoubtedly from fear of punishment and 
asense of guilt. The secretaries of the 
Board, in letting the clerks one and all 
escape, after the Memorialists had notified 
the Board to keep a watch on them until 
they should be summoned for examination, 
have incurred a suspicion of purposely 
releasing important offenders. ‘Their ac- 
tion must be rigorously investigated. 
Meanwhile it is requested that they be 
handed over to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. Chou Jui-ch‘ing’s 
correspondence with Ts‘ui Tsun-yi proves 
that the Censor’s denunciation is not base- 
less ; but, as he is an official of the third 
ranvk and has not yet vacated his post, he 
ean hardly be summoned for trial. The 

Memorialists, therefore request that he be 

ordered to hand in the letters he received 

from Ts‘ui Tsun-yi. They further request 
that the High Authorities of each province 
through which Ts’ui ‘Tsun-yi aud P’an 

Ying-chang must pass be instructed to 

urge them on. (See Guzeite of October 

15th.) ; ; 
(3) Ho-ching, in a Postscript Memorial, 

reports floods and storms in Formosa, Qn 

the 3lat July heavy rain, accompanied by 
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a violent gale, fell in the two prefectures 
T’ai-wan and T’ai-pei. The storm = con- 
tinued for several days, and in the pre- 
fectural city of T’ai-wan Fu and the port 
of An-p’ing many of the dwellings of the 
people and of the quarters of the soldiery 
were overthrown, In the district city of 
Chang-hua over 130 houses were wrecked, 
40 chang of the city wall and a battery bein 
ruined. Parts of the military and civil 
oftices fell in, and two men were smothered 
in the ruins, Similar disaster befell 
Hsin-chu, where the mountain torrent 
called the Ta-chia overflowed, bursting the 
dykes for a distance of 500 chang. In 
Tan-shui (Tamsui) fifty huts were des- 
troyed. Vhe Chi-lung fort s:ood firm, 
but eight of the stone towers added by the 
Kueichow forces fell. Some merchant 
vessels and fishing boats were swept from 
their moorings and lost. The local au- 
thorities had soldiers sent with boats and 
rafts to rescue the people, and ric -griel 
and biscuits were issued. By the 3rd 
August the waters abated ; and as, luckily, 
the early crop was alrealy garnered and 
the late crop not yet planted, the extent 
of the calamity was much reduced. ‘The 
usual measures of investigation and relief 
have been ordered. It is asserted by some 
that the ‘l'a-chia stream is tuo violent for a 
dyke to be maintained. The Memorialist 
has called for a report on this point from 
the Intendant and Prefect. (For Rescript 
see Gazette of 14th October.) 

(4) Chany Shu-shény reports the trial 
and sentence of a beggar named Chang 
Erh-tzti. This man fell in with two other 
beggars, an old man and a blind woman, 
name unknown, who were presumably man 
aud wife, and agreed to beg in partner- 
ship with them. On January 1st the party 
came to the Bell Temple village in the Fu- 
p‘ing district, and lodged in a hut used 
hy the threshing-floor guard. Next day 
Chang Ech-tzti was unsuccessful in his 
begging, and, finding on his return that 
the other two had already eaten all they 
had collected, abused them for their want 
of fellowship. ‘he man on his part accused 
Chang of having an inordinate appetite 
and collecting too little, and proposed to 
dissolve partnership, Chang’s wrath was 
further roused by the man’s kicking over 
a bowl with some rice soup in it which he 
wanted to warmup. He accordingly mur- 
dered both his companions as they slept, 
and hid the bodies in an old vegetable pit. 
The corpses were found, however, by a 
passer-by, Chang Erh-tzii is sentenced to 
immediate decapitation for murdering two 
persons of the same family, the fact of the 
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beggars’ cohabiting and Chang’s supposing 
them to be man and wife at the time of the 
murder being held to bring the case within 
the statute. His head is to be exposed ; 
he should forfeit half his property, but, 
being a beggar, he has none. 

October 3ist.—({Court Circular). To-day 
the Court assumes the lambskin cap, the 
black velvet collar, and the coat of lamb- 


skin (DERE commonly called ‘ unborn 
lambskin,’) with white wristbands. 

(1) A Decree in answer to a request from 
Mei Ch’i-chao, conferring tablets with in- 
scriptions prepared in the Imperial Library 
on three temples in Honan dedicated to 
the spirit of the Yellow River. Spiritual 
aid was repeatedly vouchsafed in answer to 
the prayers of Mei Ch’i-chao in the eighth 
moon ; in particular the course of the waters 
that were pouring through a breach in the 
embankments was miraculously diverted. 

{2) A Decree fining Pu-lien half his 
salary as Imperal Duke of the first degree 
for nine years, and depriving him of the 
charge of the Eastern Mausvlea. This is a 
commutation of the sentence proposed by 
the Imperial clan Court, viz. to degrade 
him three steps and remove him to another 
post. 

(3) A Decree commanding the Imperial 
Board of Astronomy to select an auspicious 
day in the tenth moon for the commence- 
ment of the repaira of the Everlasting 
Mausolea at Shéng Ching, and to commu- 
nieate it to Ch’un Ch’i, the Military 
Governor. 

(4) A Decree. Mei Ch‘i-chao reports 
that the works on both banks of the Yellow 
River have been preserved intact up to the 
period of hoarfrost (24th Oct.) In spite of 
the unusual rise of the River, Mei Ch‘i- 
chao and his subordinates have by their 
exertions kept the dykes uniujured, and 
to the joy of all the stream now flows 
quietly in its proper channel. Let ten 
large sticks of Thibetan incense be issued 
to Mei Ch‘i-chao to be by him reverently 
burned in the Temple of the River Spirit 
asa token of Our gratitude for the divine 
protection. The waters of the river have 
not yet quite subsided : let the officials be 
strictly charged to vigorously guard the 
embankments. The former River Inten- 
dant Ch‘én Pao-chén, lately appointed 
Financial Commissioner in Chékiang, is 
highly recommended by Mei Ch‘i-chao ; 
let the Board consider the reward due to 
him on the most liberal scale. 

(5) Wén-yii submits a detailed report of 
his inquiry into the loss of sacrificial 
vessels at the Eastern Mausolea. ‘This 
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has been already summarised in the Gazette 
of 14th Oct. 

November i1st.—({1) A Decree. The 
works on both banks of the Yellow River 
in Shantung have been preserved uninjured 
by Jén Tao-jung and his subordinates, 
although, during the period between the 
“ peach” term and the middle of autumn 
(April to September), the work has fre- 

uently been of a dangerous character. 
tt is now near the term of hoarfrost (Oct. 
24th) and, in grateful recognition of the 
divine aid that has calmed the waters and 
filled the hearts of all with joy, We com- 
mand ten sticks of Thibetan incense to be 
issued, and an inscription to be prepared 
in the Imperial Library, to be reverently 
suspended by Jén Tao-jung in the Temple 
of the River Spirit. 

(2) A Decree, appointing Liang Chung- 


héng (4e4H14§G) Sub-Reader of the Han- 


lin College, and Li Tuan-fén (EMER) 


Sub-Expositor. : 

(3) A Decree, commanding Ming-kuei 
lately appointed Deputy Commissioner of 
the Office of Transmission, to retain his 


post as Usher ( }) to his Majesty. 


[ Note. —This officer attends the Emperor on 
his visits to the various temples to worship, 
and directs His Majesty’s devotions. ] 

(4) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
from the Censors Chéng P‘u-yiian, Sun 
Chi-yiin and Wang Chung-hsiin, who re- 
present that in the summer and autumn 
of this year the River rose to a great height 
causing incalculable loss of life in many 
districts of Shantung, and that the floods 
have not yet subsided. The facts stated 
by them are indeed pitiable. Jén Tao-jung 
has more than once descrihed the severity 
of the floods in Li Ch‘éng, etc., and has 
repeatedly sent officers to investigate the 
circumstances and distribute relief. Fur- 
ther the detention of 30,000 piculs of this 
year’s grain tribute to enable the relief to 
be continued during the winter has been - 
authorised ;. and the cost of repairing the 
breaches in the dykes has been estimated 
at over Tls. 700,000. Let officers be sent 
to earnestly devise means of deepening 
the channels of the Ma-chia and other 
streams on the lower course of the River 
so as to drain off the waters of the 
inundation, and preserve the people from 
astate of homeless wandering. Let the 
funds needed for relief be estimated on a 
liberal scale, and relief be speedily given. 
Let none be left homeless, that Our deep 
desire to succour Our people may be 
seconded. 
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(5) A Deeree, directing posthumous 
honours such as the law directs in the 
case of Governors, to be bestowed on Yen 


Tuan-shu (alas), formerly Acting 


Governor General of the Liang Kuang and 
Senior Vice President of the Censurate. 
This officer was promoted to a provincial 
post from being a Hanlin Compiler. He 
afterwards rose to be Governor of Chékiang. 
All penalties incurred by him are remitted. 

(6) Ting Pao-chén, in a Postscript Me- 
morial, requests that the magistrate of 
Shuang-liu_ may be deprived of his 
button and given one month in which 
to arrest and punish all the robbers in 
Li Yiian-shéng’s case, on pain of grave 
denunciation. Li Yiian-shéng was tra- 
velling on business to Chuny-king with 
Tis. 6,300. On 13th July, he was 
robbed by a band of men while passing 
through Shuang-liu. A month was given 
the magistrate in which to recover the 
money and bring the criminals to justice ; 
but he has recovered only Tls. 200 odd, 
and has not succeeded ln capturing any of 
the principal offenders. 

(7) Memorial from Mei Ch‘i-chao, 
Director General of the Yellow River. 
The state of the River at the ‘‘ white dew” 
term (8th September) has already been 
reported. Ou 14th October the Ch‘in 
River suddenly rose over a foot, and, join- 
ing the Yellow River, caused the autumn 
freshet to be most violent. The swift 
current pressing on the banks undermined 
the dykes and groynes, the surface of which 


had to be constantly rivetted (iD afresh. 
‘On the North side the water has of late 


flowed in its course; but towards the south- 
ern bank the whole stream was -deflected, 


and on 25th October a breach forty-eight - 


chang long by five or so deep was made in 
the face of the embankment at Shih-chia 
Bridge, the protecting abutments having 
been washed away from the dyke during 
a violent gale on the 23rd October. Lucki- 
’ ly materials were at hand, and the gap 
was stopped up. The general condition of 
the works is now more assured, and His 
Majesty’s anxiety may be lightened.—Re- 
script: Noted. 

November 2nd.—(1) A Decree, in answer 
to the request of Lin She and P‘an ‘T'su- 
yin that the Yunnan accounts may be re- 
vised by the Boards of Revenue and Works. 
Let the heads of those Boards appoint 
other Secretaries of ability and probity to 
impartially and carefully revise the ac- 
counts in accordance with law aud regula- 
tion. Ching-lien and Wau Wén-shao need 





having this day at the meeting of the 
Grand Council prayed to be excused this 
duty. 

(2) A Decree. Kuo-haiu, Supervising Cen- 
sor of the Central Division of the City, in 
obedience to Rescript, recommends certain 
police magistrates and gentry who have 
exerted themselves in the capture of 
robbers, and prays that they may be 
rewarded. Let the proper Board deliberate 
and report to Us. 

(3) Wén Yui reports that P‘u-lien’s dis. 
missal of menials connected with the 
Eastern Mausolea was justified, that he is 
not responsible for the embezzlement of 
the pay allotted to four posts purposely 
kept vacant by clerks, etc. The investiga- 
tion is detailed at great length, and various 
minor officials punished for extortion, or 
for keeping silence in regard to the mis- 
deeds of others. 

November 3rd.—A Decree. Ting Pao- 
chén reports that, when the roll of caudi- 
dates for the second period of the provincial 
examination was being called, a Seuiur 
Licentiate, Chou Mien, whose name had 
been posted (as having failed in the 
first part of the examination), secretly 
made his way into the Examination Hall. 
He was detected by the Proctor ; and tlw 
doors being shut, Ting Pao-chén gave him 
into the charge of the magistrate oi 
Ch‘éng-tu. Suddenly some score of candi- 
dates declared that the mayistrate was 
taking on him to insult a scholar, and 
some hundred persons collecting toyether 
wrecked the barriers [at the entrance tu 
each row of cells], crowded into the 
Examiners’ hall, and made a great uproar, 
destroying the furniture and hurling stones 
aud bricks about. The ringleaders wore 
seized and the rest gradually dispersed. A 
score or so still making a disturbance in 
the hall, the Proctor seized several of them. 
When the subjects for the essays were 
distributed, these candidates snatched and 
burnt the papers. ‘Ting Pao-chéu prays that 
they may be punished. The provincial 
examination is the great ordinance for the 
selection of men of talent; and the caudi 
dates should pay scrupulous obedience to 
the regulations, and behave in an orderly 
manner. But in Ssii-ch‘uen they have eve! 
made a disturbance! Such depravity must 
be checked. Let all the candidates arrested 
be deprived of their status as licentiates, 
and be brought to trial and punished # 
the law directs. ‘Ting Pao-chén failed tv 
keep order ; let him be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
Let Ving Pao-chén ascertain whether! 


not take part iu this revisal, these officers | Was aby impropriety vn the part .' the 
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officers connected with the examination 
that caused the outbreak, and, if so, let 
him denounce the offenders. 

(2) A Decree admitting to the Metropo- 
litan Examination (next spring) 84 of the 
successful candidates at the late examina- 
tion for the degree of provincial graduate 
(Shun-t‘ien Fu). 

(3) Wén Yii proposes certain reforms in 
the management of the treasuries at the 
Eastern Mausolea. In the first place, the 
otticials charged with the duty of issuing 
and receiving the sacrificial vessels must 
not be allowed to depute clerks to act in 
their stead. The keys and locks must not 
be changed as the clerks please. The 
chests containing the vessels must be sealed 
by the proper officials, who shall sign the 
paper fasteniny them. Secondly the Ban- 
nermen on duty shall not be allowed to 
hire ‘substitutes, nor should it be per- 
missible to get common people to carry out 
the chests. ‘The pay of each soldier and 
servant should be issued to him in person 
by the proper officers ; the clerks must not 
be allowed to arroyate to themselves the 
right of issuing pay, since thus embezzle- 
ment is sure to arise. 

(4) Kuei-ang, Brigade General of Ma- 
lan Chén, in a. Postscript Memorial, com- 
plains that P‘u-lien is arrogant and over- 
bearing, and assumes the right of settling 
every matter that occurs as seems good to 
him. He ordered the otticer in charge of 
the Banner-servants in attendance on him 
todeprive several of them of their pay ; 
and nothing further was heard of the mat- 
ter. He dismissed the headman in charge 
of the cattle park at the Ting-ling because 
cattle did not arrive in time for inspection ; 
and nothing more was heard this matter 
either, Whether he was right or no, the 
Memorialist cannot say, but public business 
cannot be carried on in this secret way. 
He has now ordered the clerks accused of 
embezzling the pay of vacant posta at the 
Chao Hai Ling to be imprisoned till the 
return of the Secretary Yi-mien. Twenty 
days have elapsed and the date of his return 
is still uncertain ; the Memorialist there- 
fore requests that the matter may be 
Investigated by Imperial Commissioners, 
and not hushed up as were the two other 
cases he has mentioned. (See Gazette of 
31st October). 


November 4th.—(1) A Decree, appoint- 
ing Sun Ch‘ang-k ‘ai (f¥ 8 yb Brigadier 
of the Hai Mén Regiment of Cuékiaug. 

(2) Memorial from Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, 

“pervising Censor of the Board of Works, 
Tequesting the dismissal of Ching-lien and 
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Wang Wén-shao from the Grand Council. 
The appearance of late of celestial portents 
has caused the Memorialist many an 
anxious day and sleepless night; for, un- 
worthily filling a post which confers on 
him the right of addressing the Throne, as 
he does not dare to annoy His Majesty 
with petty complaints, so neither would he 
venture to lightly obtrude his views even 
on grave matters. He was filled with re- 
spectful admiration for the reverent atten- 
tion to the warnings of Heaven displayed 
in Their Majesties’ Decrees of the 5th 
October and the 8th October, (q.v.) But 
in underhand and disreputable matters of 


this kind, the only possible evidence is to, 


be obtained from the agents, if any, who 
manage the business ; and these men will not 
confess the truth unless subjected to severe 
examination and confronted with the other 
guilty parties. Now Wang Wén-shao has 
not laid down his powers as Minister, and 
thongh Liu Shu and P‘an Tsu-yin, having 
received yreat favours from His Majesty, 
are not likely to rashly screen him, yet the 
secretaries charged with the trial of the 
case, are almost certain to enter into secret 
communication with him, and hush up the 
truth. Moreover some time must elapse 
before the arrival of Ts‘ui Tsun-yi and 
P‘an Yin-chang, and such delay is sure to 
give rise to malpractice.* The Memorialist, 
indeed, dares not assert that a thorough 
investigation willbeheld. Asregards promo- 
tion and degradation, high ofticials are not 
subject to the same rulesasclerks and under- 
lings.’ The latter are duly punished only 
after clear proofs of their dishouesty have 
been adduced ; the character of the former 
is determined by their conduct, and the 
Court should deal with them accordingly. 
Now Ching-lien has always had a reputa- 
tion for diligence and care, nor is it likely 
that in his old age his character should 
suddeuly change. But this case extends 
over two years, the booty is of enormous 
amount, every member of the Board has 
had his fill of ill-gotten gain. Ching-lien, 
though at the head of the finances, failed 
to be the first to reveal these misdeeds ; 
even supposing that he did not accept 
bribes, he can hardly escape the charge of 
collusion, which some will say proves that 
he did accept bribes, As to Waug Wén- 
shao, his nature is greedy and vicious. 
When secretary of the Buard of Revenue, 


is ty FRE. This expression nite 


broadly at one or both of the Yiinnan officials 
being got out of the way. ‘Ts'ui Tsun-yi is 
already reported dead. 
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he was notorious for toadyism. When Cus- 
toms Intendant, he opened a bank himself, 
aud, in pursuit of his private ends, soiled 
his hands with sordid gain.t Raised to bea 
a Minister, he was unfit for his duties ; he 
disregarded popular opinion so that his 
reputation for greed and dishonesty was 
noised abroad. People say that the late 
Grand Secretary Shen Kuei-fén, in spite 
of the general purity of his conduet, inas- 
much as he brought forward Wang Wén- 
shao, ill repaid the Imperial kindness. 
This is the unanimous estimate of his cha- 
racter by all the world; it is no fabrica- 
tion on the part of the Memorialist alone. 
Their Majesties’ employment of men, like 
their choice of measures, is free from all 
bias; perfectly just, perfectly wise. Wan 
Ch’iny-li, late President of the Civil Office, 
was dismissed because public opinion was 
against him, though no definite proof of 
his inferiority existed, Now the Civil Office, 
though head of the Boards, merely receives 
the Imperial commands and executes 
them ; the Ministers of the Council are in 
supreme control of the Empire ; they are 
charged with the regulation of the official 
body, and good and bad governmentarealike 
due to them. How, then, shall an avari- 
cious, crafty, falso man of mediocre ability 
intrude within the Council? At the pre- 
sent time when the degeneration of talent, 
the growing corruption of the public ser- 
vice, the decadence of law and principle, 
aud the open acceptance of bribes, have 
evoked signs in Heaven and murmurs 
among men, the pussibility of remedy de- 
pends solely on the sort of men in office, 
for to their influence is directly due good 
government or disorder. If Wang Wén- 
shao, whose avarice, though unaided by 
any talent, is able to injure the State, be 
not speedily dismissed, the Court will 
swarm with greedy and disreputable fellows, 
the daily exhortations of the Emperor to 
diligent self-examination will prove mere 
empty words, and it will be impossible to 
regain the favour of Heaven or to stop the 
mouths of men. 

The Memorialist’s office is a small one, 
and his words are of little weight. If, 
perhaps, his arguments be deemed insuffi- 
cient, he implores that one or two minis- 
ters, near to His Majesty and trustworthy, 
be appointed to inquire into Wang Wén- 
shao’s character aud reputation, and be 


+ =I s= I = #. Thisrefersto Wang’s 


having set up a bank in Hu Pei, into which 
the bribes he could not receive openly were 
paid. 
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commanded to prove their worth by 
making a truthful report to the Throne. 


If the Memorialist has not slandered him, }* 
Wang Wén-shao should be meanwhile dis: |:: 
missed, thus depriving his accomplices of |:: 
his protection and freeing the judges of their |:. 

Thus the world will |: 

know that the Court is bent on uprooting {x 


awe and fear of him. 


deceit and purging away abuses, and in 
this case the truth will be brought to light, 


Tf the Memorialist’s words are false, heis |<: 
willing to undergo the penalty due for |-:. 
Ho bears Wang |: 


slandering his superior. 
Wén-shao no ill-will ; but the thought that 


the employment of such men under such |: 
an Emperor is due to the remissness of |:i: 


himself and his colleagues, leaves him no 
option but to speak. (See Gazette of 13th 
October.) 


November 5th.—Court Circular, 8u 


Beitsze (Prince of the 4th order) returns {*" 


[Nov. 4—6. |} 


Ti 
ads 





thanks for being placed in charge of the |*- 


Eastern Mausolea. 


31st October. ] 


(1) A Decree, granting 300 piculs of |* 
millet to a charitable institution called the |: 


Kuang Jén T‘ang ( BE® inside the 


[Su Beitsze succeeds |": 
P‘u-lien who was removed for misconduct |" 





Kuang-an Gate of Peking. | ‘Chis institu |... 


tion brings up desolate orphans and assist |., 
chaste widows: the funds do not suffice for |. 


the annual expenses. 


(2) Chang Shu-shéng reports moving to |: 
He expresses |: 


Pao-ting Fu on 5th October. 
his deep gratitude to His Majesty for 
absolving him from the blame of leaving 
his post unoccupied in the Liang Kuang. 
He has served for over twenty yeara with 
out asking for a day’s leave on account of 
sickness ; but, now that he is old and 
broken, he feared that he must fail in the 
performance of his duty and ill requite 
His Majesty’s goodness. In view of the 
present crisis, he dare not persist in his 
request to have the post of Governor 
General of the Liang Kuang declared 
vacant.—Rescript : Noted. 

(3 and 4) Ho-ching reports handing over 
the insignia of office to Chang Chao-tung, 
lately appointed Acting Governor of Fub- 
kien on 17th September ; and Chang Chso- 
tung announces his arrival at his post ia 
16th September. 

November 6th.—(1) Memorial from Wér- 
yii, President of the\Board of Punish- 
ments. The Grand Secretaj 
Board a copy of Pien Pao- 
advocating the trial of petty ap 
respecting land, debts, or the like 
have not been carried before the ppt 
cial Authorities, by the proper Inten** 
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- The Board is of opinion that the request 
:. of the Governor, being designed to save 





+. acceded to. 
. Tequest to make. 


the innucent from annoyance, should be 
They have also a further 
The annual number of 
appeals, not only from Hunan but also 


. from Ohihli, Shantung, Honan, Hupei 


etc., is not less than one hundred. While 


. many of these are cases in which unjust 


decisions by the magistrates have inflicted 
grievous wrong, yet trumped up charges 


. designed to gratify some petty spite by 


entangling the accused in a criminal case, 
are also of constant occurrence. Eighty 
or ninety per cent of these turn out, on 
reference to the provincial capital, to have 
originated in some quarrel about land or a 
loan ; and the appellant, instead of having 
to bear the same penalty as the accused, if 


. guilty, would have incurred, is merely 
.. Sentenced to a flogging. The circumatances 


cases settled in the provinces. 


and the penalty are not only not worth 
reporting specially to the Board, but are 
even less important than those in ordinary 
The sen- 
tence always runs ‘there was some ground 


‘for the charge’ or ‘his suspicions made 





him bring a false charge,’ while in some 


- instances it states that ‘he confessed the 


truth at once without any obstinacy or 
prevarication.” The consequence is that 
crafty rascals, well aware that for a 
grave charge, even if disproved, they 
will be punished only with a flogying, 
fabricate accusations, involve numbers of 
innocent men, aud disregard the law. The 
Metropolitan Boards, deceived by the 
complaint of wrong dune and the urgent 
language of the petitions, cannot but re- 
ceive them: the case is then referred to 
the high provincial authorities, and un- 
apeakable injury is done the witnesses, 
who are compelled to come long distances 
and wait many days at the Court. The 
Governor’s statements are, indeed, true. 
The Memorialists submit that not only is 
it unconstitutional that great numbers of 
cases which should be settled by the 
magistrates, are sent to the high authorities 
for trial, but that the invariable acceptance 
of appeals by the Metropolitan Authorities 
enables litigious rascals to secretly carry out 
their ruinous designs against honest citizens 
by permitting them to concoct what false- 
hoods they please. Thus an ordinance 
that was meant to procure justice for the 
oppressed, is made a means of oppression. 
The Board, therefore, suggest that the 
acceptance of appeals may be refused, if 


too severe a measure. But they forget that 
each officer appointed by the Throne has 
his special duty; and, if the magistrates 
should prove unworthy, the high autho- 
rities are sure to right the people’s wrongs. 
To appeal straight to the Capital shows a 
disregard of thelaws. If the officersspecially 
appointed for the trial of lawsuits cannot 
settle the wrongs of the people, what 
purpose do they serve? A Decree of the 
25th year of Chia Ch’ing points out that 
the rule against refusing a plaint is 
intended to apply only to grave cases ; 
and that its extension to petty charges 
relating to marriage, land, etc. is calculated 
to encourage malpractices. If such is the 
case with petty charges, how much more 
should direct appeals to the Capital not be 
entertained? The Board would further 
request that the high provincial authorities 
be admonished to thoroughly and imparti- 
ally try the grave cases referred to them, 
and not hush up the truth under cover of 
such phrases as ‘‘there was some ground 
for the charge” etc. The Board hopes 
that this proposal may prove of benefit to 
the public service, and that it may per- 
haps, abate an evil practice. 

November 7th.—(1) Ni Wen-wei, ina 
postscript memorial, requests that for the 
next two years no more expectant officials 
of the ‘ purchase’ and ‘ meritorious’ classes 
below the rank of provincial commissioner, 
may be sent to Kwangsi. The late Gov- 
ernor, Ch‘ing-yu, having reported that 
there was a plethora of expectant officials 
in the provinee, who had no probability of 
being employed, the Board approved the 
cessation of appointments to Kwangsi for 
one year, & limit which, was afterwards 
extended for a like period. His Majesty 
having assented to the Board’s proposal to 
resume the despatch of expectants to the 
province after the end gf 1882, the memo- 
rialist should act accordingly. But more 
than 800 officers of the above ranks arrived 
in Kwangsi before the Governor’s proposak 
was ayreed to, as all strove to reach the 
province before the new rule came into 
force ; and officials of ‘‘ the proper path” 
have been appointed to Kwangsi in con- 
siderable numbers. Thus, in spite of the 
vacancies that have occurred, the block in 
promotion continues. If the ordinary 
system be reverted to now that in Hunan 
etc. the appointment of expectants has 
been stopped, all will flock to Kwangsi, 
and the situation will be aggravated, to 
the great detriment of the public service. 


There is no way to accelerate promotion, 
but by extending the period granted for 
two more years.—Referred to the Board. 


pk the circumstances appear trivial or the 
ike, ‘tory of the complainant is not consistent. 


haa may complain that such refusal is 
u 
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November 8th.—Court Circular. To- 
day the Court assumes the otter skin cap, 
the tippet made of the skin lying: between 
the claws of the fox, and the grey squirrel 
skin coat with black wristbands. ; 

(1) Memorial from Chang Shu-shéng. 
The memorialist read in the Guzette of 
13th October that His Majesty had con- 
ferred on him the tifle of Juuior Guardian 
of the Heir Apparent, ou account of ‘the 
excellence of his dispositions with regard 
to the late mutiny of the seditious soldiery 
in Corea.’ His gratitude and awe were 
overcome by respectful uneasiness. Corea 
is the north-eastern bulwark of the Empire, 
and has for several centuries reverently 
fulfilled the duties of a tributary state, of 
late intestine sedition suddenly arose, the 
crisis was perilous, and thestate was brought 
to the verge of ruin. On the first alarm 
being given, the memorialist indeed knew 
that the Empire was bound co repress the 
outbreak and allay the danger ; but, con- 
scious of his mediocre ability and in»x- 
perience of foreign policy (to say nothing 
of the fact that he was suffering from sick- 
ness), he feared he would prove unequal 
to deciding on the course to be pursued 
and carrying it into effect. He did no 
more than exert his poor powers to the 
utmost to obey the far reaching instruc- 
tions with which His Majesty honoured 
him, and to follow the course minutely 
marked out for him by the Prince and 
Ministers of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, 
The rapidity of his disposition must be 
ascribed to the speed of his steamships, 
the readiness with which the crisis was 
met, the seizure of the ringleaders and the 
capture of the mutineers, to the perfect exe- 
cution of his orders by the imperial troops. 
and both the speed of the vessels: and the 
discipline of the troops are the result of 
Li Hung-chany’s plans, the excellence of 
which the event has now proved. ‘The 
memorialist himself has done nothing 
worthy of record. Furthermore he has 
been extraordinarily advanced from a 
mean position, aud has obtained for more 
than his desert, so that his constant fear is 
that his ability may prove unequal to his 
station and his reputation insuflicient to 
gain the respect of his time. How dare 
he, who will scarce be able to avoid the 
charge oi ingratitude to His Majesty and 
the ruin to which his excessive advance- 
ment exposes him, accept of further hon- 
ours, which would but increase his 
liability to punishment? He therefore 
prays that His Majesty’s command may he 
revuked, that so he may lessen in some 
degree comment on his unfituess, and, by 
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earnest endeavour, requite some particle 
of His Majesty’s goodness (See Gazette of 
9th October). 

(2) Memorial from Jén Tao-jung. The 
highways of Shantung from Ch‘ang-ch ‘ing 
to ‘I'‘an-ch‘e.g—some 700 li—are all moun- 
tain roads, either steep or rugged. ‘Ihe 
memorialist, after consultation with the 
Commissioners, despatched officers to estab- 
lish a general office at T‘ai-an fu,.a central 
position, and to call un each of the local 
authorities to level the roads in his own 
jurisdiction. The work was begun in the 
first moon. Large boulders were broken 
up, small stones were removed, and re- 
pairs made where necessary. The expense 
was borne by the magistrates of the whole 
province ; and public-spirited persons un- 
dertook the repair of some portions. 
The repairs were completed in the 7th 
moon, Along twenty-eight li of the road 
fresh land had to be purchased from the 
people, as the old road was impassa'le : 
91 uew bridges have been made, and 206 
ruined bridges restored. Tls. 6,000 have 
been put out at interest to supply funds 
for annual repairs in the future- 


In a postscript memorial the Governor 
asks leave for an honorary postal to be 
erected to Fang shih, mother of the Ma- 
gistrate of Meng-yin who bade her second 
son assist in the repair of the dangerous 
roads of that district, giving him Tis. 1,103 
odd—the amount of her savings and the 
value of her ornaments.—Granted by Re- 
script. 

(3) Wei Jung-kuany, Governor of Kiang- 
su, reports forwarding to the Capital the 
sixth instalment (Tls. 50,000) due from 
the Shanghai Custums. This sum completes 
the Tis. 300,000 at which the Customs 
were assessed for 1882. 

November 9th.—(1) Memorial from Chin- 
shun, Military Governor of [li. The 
Memorialist received a despatch from the 
Board of War stating that 1882 was the 
next date for the Scrutiny of military 
officials which the law directs to be held 
every five years, The colonel at Hui-yiien, 
the Payen-tai, and of the Hsi-po battalion, 
and the Brigadier of the Ili Regiment, to 
whom the despatch was communicated, 
represent that, Ili having been lately 
restored to Uhina, the constitution of the 
forces has not yet been entirely re-establish- 
ed. The Memorialist, therefore, requests 
that the scrutiny be deferred till the next 
occasion. He will from time to time de- 
nounce any oflicers that prove hopelessly 
unfit for their duties.—Granted by Re- 
script. : 


Nov. 9—11.] 


(2) Memorial from Ch’ung Kang( 2H) ¥ 
assistant Imperial Resident in Thibet hav- 
ing received an Imperial Rescript directing 
him to proceed at once to Thibet, the 
memorialist set out from Ssii-ch’uan on 
6th October. Thibet is a place on the 
extreme frontier, and lies between China 
and foreign tribes. The people are firm 
believers in the doctrines of the ‘* Yellow 
Church” (Lamaism). Their confidence can 
be preserved only by truth and sincerity ; 
and the memorialist will consult ghe Re- 
sident Sé Léng-6 on every point that arises, 
so as to assure the tranquillity of the people 
and the peace of the border. He will an- 
nounce his arrival in a separate memorial, 


(3) Chao Hung-chii (i a BD. lately 


appointed Brigade General at ‘Ts’ao-chou, 
anuounces his arrival at his post on 24th 
September. The Governor of Honan ex- 
pressed for him his gratitude for this 
appointment; and he was granted an 
audience. He received His Majesty’s in- 
structions on 4th September; and, after 
conferring with Jén Tao-jung at Chi-nan, 
preceeded to Ts’ao-chou, where he took 
over charge from his predecessor, Wang 
Cheng-ch’i. 
Chihli and Henan; the people have a 
reputation for violence ; and outbreaks of 
brigandage are of constant occurrence. The 
orgauization of the trainbands and the 
patrol of the country are also important 
matters. It is only by consulting with the 
Governor on each question as it arises and 
by earnest and unremitting attention to 
his duties that the memorialist can hope 
to repay in the least degree His Majesty’s 
goodness,—Rescript : Noted. 

November 10th.—(1) A Decree, order- 
ing the Metropolitan authorities to capture 
Ch‘ang Lien-hsi, alias Ch‘ang Erh, an 
escaped convict, who is stated to have 
been concerned in the theft of articles 
from the Chéng Kuany Tien. 

(2) Memorial from Ch‘ung-ch‘i, Gover- 
nor of Moukden. The Grand Council com- 
municated to the memorialist the Decree 
of 17th July in reply to a memorial from 
Shang-hsien, Expositor of the Honlin, 
requesting that the examinations in trans- 
lation might be restored in Moukden. The 
memorialist gave orders to the local autho- 
rities to urge on the students scattered 
throughout the various cities the necessity 
of exertion in the study of translation, and, 
the capabilities of the banuermen at large 
being hard to determine, called for a re- 
port from the varivus Colonels. Those 


viicers have now replied to the etféct that 
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the abandonment of their studies ia due 
to the departure of many on distant muli- 
tary service in the reigu Hsien-féng and 
the increase of the local troops to cope 
with the mounted marauders. They advo- 
cate the postponement of examinations for 
three or four years. The Memorialist is 
of opinion that, proficiency in translation 
being the first step in the official career of 
bannermen, men of real ability must be 
obtained, and that this can be effected only 
by deferring the restoration of the examin- 
ation system till 1886. 

The Memorialist then treats at great 
length the question of bestowing the rights 
of citizenship on the bond-servants of 
Mauchu families. The general rule is that 
such servants may become citizens, if their 
masters’ family is extinct. In the Institutes 
it is laid down that such servants may 
be put in charge of their masters’ ceme- 
teries, or, if vigorous, employed as soldiers. 
Further bondsmen purchased after the first 
year of K’ien Lung may purchase their 
freedom; while those purchased before 
that date may be released by their masters 
as a reward for good service during three 
generations. Only after three generations 
may their descendants compete at the 
examinations, and the rank attainable by 
them is limited to below the 3rd grade. 
The Regulations of the Board of Revenue, 
however, omit the limit of three genera- 
tions before their descendants shall be 
admitted to examination. The Memoria- 
list, therefore, requests that the Board of 
Revenue and Punishments be ordered to 
consider the question and inform him of 
their decision, 

The charge against the Colonel Forh- 
chingd of making a false report of the 
inspection of military stores and appro- 
priating Tls. 200 from the pay of the troops 
is disproved. The Memorialist observes 
that as the brigadiers, colonels, etc. charged 
with the duty of inspection can order the 
ofticers to restore any loss or injury to the 
weapons, they are not likely to conceal 
the truth. He has given orders for full 
and careful inspection in the future.— 
Rescript: Let the proper Buard take 
Notes. 

November 11th.—Court Circular. The 
Board of Astronomy presented an almanac 
for the coming year to His Majesty. 

(1) Memorial from Hsia Chia-‘hao, Vice 
President of the Board of Punishments and 
Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén. The 
leave granted the Memorialist on account 
of his eyesight being affected was thrice 
extended, and on the 24th September His 
Majesty bestowed on him another month’s 
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congé. That period has now elapsed ; but 
his sight continues darkeued, and his phy- 
sician declares six months’ rest indispen- 
sable to his recovery. The Memorialist is 
sixty-five years of age and atill able to 
work ; but his complaint is of long stand- 
ing aud a complete cure is difficult. The 
Board of Punishments is the common 
centre to which the criminal proceedings 
of the Empire converge, and the records 
and documents are exceedingly numerous. 
The Memorialist feels himself unable to 
assist in the despatch of business, and 
prays leave to vacate his post, that he 
may have leisure to attend to his health, 
and seeking out famous physicians devote 
himself to the cure of his complaint. If 
his eyesight is restored, he will again seek 
for employment. (See Gazette of Oot. 
25th.) 

(2) Haiti Kéng-shén, Chief Examiner for 
Kiangnan, Vice President of the Buard of 
Bites, asks leaves to visit his family burial- 
place, which he has not seen for six years. 
His present mission brings him near his 
native place, Hangchow in Chékiang.— 
A Bescript grants him twenty days’ leave 
on the conclusion of his duties. 

(3) Joint Memorial from Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian, Acting Governor-General of the 
Liang-kuang, and Ch‘ung Kaang, Superin- 
tendent of the Canton Customs, reporting 
the despatch of the third instalment from 
the Customs for 1882. The total amount 
on account of subsidy, expenses of the 
Household, etc., etc., is Tls. 219,220, 
which sum has been advanced by two 
Shansi banks and forwarded in bills to the 
City. The officers deputed to convey the 

bills started by steamer on September 
12th.—Rescript: Let the proper Board 
take note. 

November 12th.—_{1) A Decree. The 
Censor Wan Pei-yin asserts that the 
amount of the imperial funds retained 
to form the eapital of the Government 
Transport of Salt Office in Ssii-ch‘uan is 
excessive, and requests that the Board be 
instructed to consider what reduction 
should be made and to fix a limit for its 
repayment according to precedent. Let 
the Buard of Revenue consider and report. 

(2) A Decree, appointing Hsiang-lin 
(EBD, Assistant Superior of Instruc- 


tion. 


(3) A Decree appointing Ho Hsiung-hui 


(Pay ZR), Brigadier of Chao-t‘ung in 


Yiinnan. © 
(4) A Decree, in answer to a memorial 
trom Liang-kuei, Junior Deputy Super- 
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visor of Instruction, who requests that the 
police system may be reorganized. The 
Ottice of Gendarmerie is charged with the 
search for and capture of criminals, the 
prohibition of violence and the investiga- 
tion of lawlessness—duties of the highest 
importance. According to the above me- 
morial, the police officials, when any pro- 
perty is lost, beseech the owner not to 
report it: and, when an offender is cap- 
tured and brought to the office, fees 
are often extorted by the underlings. 
Vacancies in the Office are secretly in- 
trigued for, and men who are zealous iu 
the capture of criminals canuvt succeed in 
obtaining favourable mention. Such ab- 
uses are indeed unconstitutional ; Let the 
General Commandant honestly and truly 
reform them. Any concealment or aunoy- 
ance on the part of the official underlings, 
he must meet with condign punvishment. 
In his scrutiny of his subordinates, he 
must bestow rewards and inflict penalties 
with justice and impartiality, aud keep 
himself entirely free from favoritism. 


(5) Yin Yon-pin (Hip 3 


is appointed 
a Sub-Reader, and Ch‘én Hsiieh-fén (BR 


) a Sub-Expositor, of Hanlin. 


(6) A Decree, ordering three robbers, 
whose capture is reported by the Police 
Censor of the Northern City, to be handed 
over to the Board for trial and punish- 
ment. The capture of seven others still 
at large is ordered. The names of the 
gentry who effected the capture are to be 
reported on the conclusion of the trial. 

(7) Memorial from Wen Hasii, Acting 
Governor of Tsitsihar, and Lu-p'eng, Mi- 
litary Deputy Lieutenant-Governor. The 
Colonel Mu-ko-te-pu, who was sent by 
the Memorialists to survey the Ao-lun- 
ch‘un country with a view to registering 
the herdsmen under Hight Banners and 
establishing a regular government among 
them, reports that, on reaching the Hsing- 
an Mountains, he assembled the former 
Captains of Banners, Lieutenants, etc., 
and, under their guidance, made a com- 
plete survey of the region. The road 
through this remote locality is perilous, 
and leads over range on range of hills and 
through frequent torrents. T‘ai-p‘ing-wan 
was found to be an extensive district to 
which the five roads to and from Ao-lun- 
ch‘un converge. A city might be founded 
thero, and barriers and horse depots at 
the K‘u-marh River and other important 
points. The inhabitants might be enrolled 
under the Light Banners for purposes of 
defence aud discipline. The Colonel also 
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forwarded a list of the measures required 
and a map of the district. 

It is but natural that these people, who 
have been buried amidst their mountains 
for more than two centuries, and hare 
lived a life of hardship, should, now that 
they are restored to the light of Heaven, 
be filled with grateful joy. But, seeing 
that they dwell sparsely scattered through- 
out a country of deep forests and remote 
mountains, and have never enjoyed the 
benefits of instruction, now that regular 
government is to be introduced, special 
care will be necessary, in devising mea- 
sures of reform, to adopt such change 
as are suited to their habits, so as to 
diffuse the beneficent influence of His Ma- 
jesty’s government among them and keep 
them within the bounds of law. Then 
will their hearts be made more resolutely 
loyal and the frontier more certainly 


_ secure. 


The faint paths that wind among the 
countless ridges of the Hsing-an Mountains 
have ever been accounted perilous. Except 
on the post-road, wheel-tracks are rarely 
seen.” T'‘ai-p‘ing-wan has now been found 
to be an extensive district and near the 
post road. Here then might be founded 
a city of Hsing-an, which should be a 
central seat of government between the 
Amur and Merguen. Communication 
would thus be accelerated, the above places 
would be more closely knit together and the 
execution of all matters would be facilitated. 
The: Memorialists submit a revised copy of 
the proposed regulations and a map of the 
district. The further requirements of the 
new administration they will report later 
on, The annual expenses—salaries, pay 
of troops, and miscellaneous charges— 
together with the cost of erecting Govern- 
ment buildings, they have already provided 
for by the proposed economy in the train- 
ing of the militia (of Gazette of 17th Aug.) 
—Rescript : Let the proper Board consider 
and report. 

November 13th.—(1) Memorial from 
Kuo-hsiu, Police Censor of the Central 
Division of the City. In 1870 a Decree 
was published constituting the 250 extra 
police of the Chinese City into five 
divisions. Shortly after regulations were 
agreed upon, and Police Magistrates 
or Assistant Police Magistrates entrusted 
with the management of each office. A 
patrol officer was also appointed to each 
office, and six expectant Magistrates were 
chosen to keep order in the several bodies. 
The roll was to be called daily and the 
men drilled. Whenever theft or robbery 
occurred the Police Magistrate was to 
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bring his men to assist in the capture of 
the offenders: and a night patrol was to 
be maintained. Those of the force who 
were diligent in the performance of their 
duties were to be recommended, after 
three years service, for a brevet rank or 
other mark of approbation. 

The Memorialist has at irregular inter- 
vals inspected this body of men, and has 
rebuked or dismissed such as were ineffi- 
cient, lazy, or disorderly. Those who 
have been diligent, who are proficient in 
training, who are energetic in patrolling, 
or are zealous in the capture of criminals, 
he has selected, and now recommends to 
His Majesty for such rewards as the regu- 
lations direct. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Chang 
Shu-shéng, requesting’ that Hsia Tzii-lin, 
Magistrate of Yii Tien, may be handed 
over to the Board for the determination of 
a penalty. This oflicer has failed to cap- 
ture, within the two months, five footpads 
who beat and robbed a traveller, Wang 
Tien-ying, within the above jurisdiction. 
lf, after four months have elapsed from 
the date of the robbery, no trace of robbers 
or booty shall have yet been found, the 
Memorialist will further denounce the 
Magistrate as the law requires—Granted 
by Rescript. 

November 14th._(1) A Decree bestow- 
ing the button of the first rank upon Lei 
I-hsien, ex-Director of the Court of Im- 
perial Entertainments, and permitting him 
to repair a second time to the En-jung 
Banquet. His original rank was restored 
to him on the occasion of his completing 
the sixtieth apniversary of the examination 
at which he obtained the degree of chii-~jén ; 
and it is now sixty years siuce he became 
a chin shih. 

(2-3) Decrees making various appoint- 
ments in connection with the examination 
of military graduates, : 

(4) Memorial from Liang Chiin, Censor 
of the Metropolitan Circuit. The Board 
of Revenue is the departinent charged with 
the seneral control of the finances of the 
Empire, and the accounts of every kind of 
expenditure are submitted to that Board 
for audit. How is it that it is only with 
reference to the war expenditure that 
public comment is excited and rumours are 
rife? How is it that the clerks exact no 
fees in ordinary cases, and yet desire a 
Percentage on the war expenses ? 
reasun is that the account of ordinary 
expenditure is submitted to the Buard 
every year, while the war accounts are 
audited only once in ten years or more. 
The amount thus accumulates till it reaches 
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the astounding total of some millions or 
teus of millions of taela! Moreover the 
regulation that prescribes the forwarding 
of detailed accounts to the Board, though 
intended to enforce economy of the public 
money and to creck extravagance, leaves 
out of account the fact that such economy 
depends on the officers appointed, not on 
the system adopted. If the Governors- 
General and Governors are honest, would 
they, if there were no report to the Board, 
defile themselves with falsehood ? And, if 
they are not honest, the accounts submit- 
ted to the Buard become merely a velivie 
for dishonesty. Further, in the case of 
expenditure extending over many years 
and during several terms of office, not to 
mention the impossibility of the provincial 
authorities making up a correct sta:ement, 
how can the heads of the Board audit the 
multifarious items? This rule, which os- 
tensibly affords a check on the malpractice 
of Governors and Governors-General, really 
encourages cheating on the part of the 
clerks, by increasing their power. For 
extravagant officials must make secret 
arrangements with them, and even currect 
accounts can escape excessive scrutiny 
only by means of bribery. Such matters 
asthe Yiinnan accounts case have hereto- 
fore been regarded as established customs ; 
but that case has been turned into an 
extraordinary occurrence. Clerks are scat- 
tered, Ministers of the Council denounced, 
and public opinion excited in a manner at 
variance with all rules of government. 
When abuses become excessive, they are 
overturned. Some measure of reform 
must, therefore, be considered. Now 
neither Tséng Kuo-fan after the recovery 
of Nanking, vor Tso Tsung-t‘ang after the 
reconquest of Kashgaria, made up detailed 
accounts, At the present date military 
operations are long past, and the reorganiza- 
tion expenditure of the provinces has for 
the most part been submitted to the 
Board. The Memorialist requests that, 
in regard to outstanding accounts up to the 
8th year Kuang Haii, a concise statement 
may be forwarded instead of detailed ac- 
counts. Thus such expenditure will be 
intelligible at a glance, and the clerks will 
have no opportunity of displaying their 
cunning. But if it comes to light in other 
ways that the High Provincial Authorities 
have been guilty of extra vagance, they 
should be most severelv punished. And 
so perhaps, the source of malpractices being 
purified, the administration may be recti- 
tied. (See Gazette of October 23rd.) 

(5) Li Ho-nien, in a Postscript Memorial, 
reports forwarding the balance of the order 
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for silks, etc., fur the Imperial Household 
communicated to him in 1880. One-thiru 
of the order was sent on a former occasion. 
The present instalment consists of :— 


Crape of various colours...... 
Balam ..cesececseviacssescevises oases 
Undyed silk .........sseeseereeee 200 
Fine cotton cloth..........+....2,000 


Officers have been deputed to convey the 
above articles to the Office of the Imperial 
Household. 

November 15th.—Court Circcular. The 
Grand Secreteriat presented a congratula- 
tory address to Her Majesty (whose birth- 
day is 20th November). 


(1) The following promotions are ga- 
zetted :—Ho-pao (Fa®) to be Secretary 
of the office of Transmission ; Liang-kuci 


( s&) to be Senior Deputy Supervisor 
of Instruction; En-ch‘éng to be Janior 


Deputy Supervisor; Yang I CARED to be 
Senior Assistant Secretary; and Liu Hai-ao 


(Bi) 2) to be Junior Assistant Secre- 


tary. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Wéen-hsi, 
Governor of Tsitsihar. The object of the 
annual winter hunting in Taitsihar is to 
accustom the troops to enduring hardships, 
and the horses to rapid movement, and to 
practise the men in musketry and archery. 
It is an institution for military purposes. 
The land about Hu-lan-t‘ing has lately 
begun to be cultivated, and not only are 
the movements of the troops hindered by 
the network of raised paths, but the game 
also had been frightened away by the vil- 
lagers. The Memorialist, therefore, pro- 
poses to have the men exercised at T‘ung 
Wén, an enclosed park to the south of the 
Suiléngo Mountain. The Deputy Lieute- 
nant-General in charge will thus be enabled 
to detect any unauthorised attempts to cul- 
tivate the land about the park. —Rescript : 
Noted. 
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(3) Kuei-ang, Brigade General at Ma- 


lan-yii, reports starting on a tour of 
inspection of the neighbourhood of the 


Hou Lung Hill (4 fH). The hill is 
protected from grass fires by two trenches : 


(4K) the outer 230 li long and 20 ' 
chang wide, the inner 85 li long and 30 . 


chang wide. Every year about the White 
Dew term (8th Sept.) the guards should 
cut down any grass growing within these 
trenches and keep them bare of vegetation. 


script : 


- houses every year. 
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In 1870 it was decided that the Brigade 
General or the “Major of his battalion 
should inspect the trenches and the guard- 
It is now the Memoria- 
list’s turn to go,and he proposes tu start on 
23rd October with a small retinue.—Re- 
Noted. 

(4) Wu Ta-ch‘éng, Director of the Court 





_ of the Imperial Stud, superintending the 
_ organizations aud of a civil administration 


at Ninguta, etc., requests that Hu Ch‘uan, 
a Sub-Director of Studies, may be made a 


* District Magistrate and retained in Kirin. 


The Memorialist remarks that good govern- 
ment has always depended on the choice of 


‘men, and one half of the men of ability 
‘are so by study, one half by experience. 


He has found no lack of officers diligent in 


: the performance of their duties and stead- 


‘acquainted with 
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fast endurance, but he dare not lightly 
assert that he has found many men 
principles of govern- 
ment, and giving promise of forseeing 
and comprehensive powers. ‘The Memo- 
tialist then proceeds to eulogize Hu 
Ch‘uan, whom he describes as pure and 


upright, of wide experience, versed in 


_ the art of government, and comprehending 


' Hsi-tsai for many years. 


at a glance the customs of the frontier 
territory and the advantages and disad- 
vantages of a country of mountains and 
rivers. Ho was a pupil of the late Liu 
His learning 


. and bent of mind fit him to support the 


- Empire at a difficult crisis, 


Local civilian 


- Officials are now being appointed for the 
: first time in Kirin, and men of talent are 


' Most needful. 


To adhere to the length of 
service qualification would be retard men 


* of ability. —A Decree has already appeared 
© appointing Hu Ch‘uan a magistrate. 


(5) Wu Ta-ch‘éng presents a list of 


officers who distinguished themselves in 


_ gauds at Sau-hsing. 
| Ching ¢ 


the operations against the mounted bri- 
The neighbouring 


BH) and Hei (3A) mountains 


_ affording a refuve for marauders, troops were 
. Sentinto the hiils, and, after sixty days in a 


country of suow and ice, captured several 
noted chiefs. ‘Lhe people’s minds were re- 


_ lieved and the peace of the country assured. 


, at the important passes. 


The Memorialist afterwards sent officers to 
register the trappers of sable, wood-cutters, 
and herb-gatherers, and to station guards 
For several 
months past as a consequence of this, there 
has been no brigandage along the banks of 


' the Sung-hua River; the laud is being 


brought under cultivation ; and the people 
live in quiet and joyfully pursue theic 
labours, Nevertheless the precautions 
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against brigandage will not be intermitted, 
but redoubled. 

November 16th.—Court Circular. The 
Prince of Kung’s leave is extended for one 
month. 

(Abstract of Memorials) Liu Ch‘ang-yu 


reports handing over his seals of office as 


Governor-General of the Yiin-kwei Pro- 
vinces, the date of hia departure for Peking. 

(1) Postcript Memorial from Chang Shu- 
shéng, reporting the result of an investiga- 
tion into the conduct of the Magistrate of 
Ning-chin. The Financial Commissioner, 
who was directed to make secret inquiries, 
states that a military student (@) had 


to pay Tls. 300 towards the expenses of 
the District College, for consealing the 
fact that he was in mourning and wrong- 
fully appearing for examination ; and one 
Méng Ho-féng was fined 1,500 ch’uan for 
having a theatrical performance contrary 
to law. ‘There is no record of these cases 
in the mayistracy ; and the money was 
entered in the College books, to be applied 
to the public use by the managers. But 
the public voice accuses the magistrate of 
fining the culprits. The Memorialist is of 
opinion that, though, as regards these 
cases, no proof of improper conduct on the 
part of the magistrate is forthcoming, the 
public outcry ayainst him proves that the 
contributions were grudgingly paid. He 
is found to be of indifferent reputation, 
and a local saying accuses him of ‘losing his 
wits at the sight of money’. His dismissal 
is requested, and granted by Rescript. 

(2) Ho Ching, Governor-General of Fuh- 
kien, and Chang Chao-tung, Acting Go- 
vernor, in a Joint Memorial, report the 
death of Lai Chéu-‘hai, General-in-Chief, 
in charge of the fleet in that province. 
The deceased oflicer’s career—a most 
distinguished one—is traced. at length, 
and posthumous honours, such as are due 
to officers who die at their posts, are re- 
quested.—Granted by Rescript. 

November 17th.—(Abstract of memori- 
als). Jén Tao-jung reports that the receipts 
at the Lin-ch‘ing Customs fall below the 
assessment, and requests that the pro- 
vincial authorities may not be called on to 
make good the deficiency. Lin Chao- 
yuan reports inundations in the T‘ung-jén 
prefecture and proposes measures of relief. 

(1) A Decree. Chang P‘ei-iun some 
time ago denounced the expectant Inten- 
dant Yao Pao-hsiin, accusing him of 
being avaricious and self-seeking, and of 
loose and improper conduct d ring his 
mission to Shanghai to obtain contribu- 
tious fur the felief of Shansi aud Honan ; 
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and, further, of having overcharged the 
price of timber he was commissioned to 
purchase and embezzled the money thus ob- 
tained. Wei Jung-kuang reports that there 
is no proof of the latter charge, but that, 
during his residence at Shanghai, he pre- 
sumed on his position, made a prostitute 
his concubine, and purchased much house 
property, which he rented to keepers of 
houses of ill-fame. Such conduct is indeed 
disreputable and shameless. Le€ him be 
forthwith cashiered. Let the charge of em- 
bezzlement be investigated by Li Hung- 
chang, Chang Shu-shéng, and Chang Chih- 
tung, at the same time as the accusations 
against Yao Wén-tan. 

(2) Tukarh, Military Governor of Ulia- 
sut‘ai, Ch‘elintorchi and Kuei-hsiang, As- 
sistant Governors, in a Joint Memorial, re- 
quest leave for Ch‘éténp‘itechiya, titular 
Duke, Noble of the first rank, to vacate his 
post. Chik’ochi tét’érchi, Captain General 
of the Sain-néin tribe of Khalkas, reports 
that, after six months’ leave, the above no- 
ble is unable to transact public business, 
The regulations direct that in such a case a 
noble shall vacate his post, and, while re- 
taining the rank of an ofticial of the first 
grade, cease to draw his salary or take part 
in public business. The vacancy should be 
reported to the Throne, and his successor 
selected by the Captain General. —Rescript: 
Let the proper oftice take note. 

(3) Chin Shun, Governor of Ili, requests 
the dismissal of Mérhkén, acting Comp- 
troller of the Lli Oelét Mongols, whom a 
general petition from the whole tribe, 
young and old, accuses of doing uvthing to 
relieve their distresses for more than a 
month, of passing his days in revelry, 
and of general misconduct, tu the great 
perturbation of men and women, young 
and old. The Memorialist remarks that, 
Ili having just been restored, the oflicers 
of each battalion and tribe must be men 
of intelligence and training. Such an 
inferior and worthless min as Mérhkén 
must have no leniency him.—A Rescript 
cashiers the acting Comptroller Mérhkén. 

November 18th. —(1) Memorial from 
Tiny Pao-chén, Governor-General of Ssii- 
ch‘uan, reporting disturbances at the 
Asiang shih of that Province. The Memo- 
rialist observes that brawling and violence 
are inveterate characteristics of Ssii-ch‘uan 
scholars. When the roll is being called at 
the provincial examinations, they crowd in 
and make an uproar; and, instead of 
answering their names in order, presenting 


; ‘iy: ; Ay 
their entrance ” tickets HEA EP), and 
receiving their proper papers, they take 
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advantage of the confusion to take papers 
intended for other candidates (‘ receiving 
flying papers,” as they call it), with the 
intention of using the papers to replace 
any leaves they may spoil. On entering 
the examination hall, few of them take 
their seats ; most of them wander about 
and choose what places they like. Former- 
ly there used to be wine-shops, tea-houses, 
restaurants, and opium-shops ranged along 
the sides of the raised way from the Lung 
Mén (Inner Gate) to the central Watch- 


tower* (AR SR RE) nor did the officials 
dare to put down the flagrant abuse for 


_ fear of the reprobate students, who made 


an uproar at the least hint of prohibition. 
At the last examination the Memorialisi 
suppressed these shops and forbad the 
practice of exchanging cells. This reform 
removed not one-third of the abuses, yet 
the ill-disposed students murmured at it 
as inconveniencing them. On the present 
occasion the Memorialist announced that 
the candidates must enter in an orderly 
manner, and that the regulations would be 
enforced. This led to a disturbance in the 
Hall. (The Governor-General’s account 
of the outbreak is summarised in the 
Decree of 3rd November). 

(2) Ch‘ung Ch‘i, Governor of Moukden, 
and Hsing-6n, Vice President of the Board 
of Works at Moukden, report that repairs 


are necessary at the Yung (FX), Fu (hia) 
and Chao (FRY) Mausolea at Hsing-ching. 


The estimated cost of material is Tls. 
3,145, and the waves of the workmen will 
amount to Tls. 545. Iu accordance with 
the regulations, as the cost is less than 
Tls. 10,000, the Memorialists will sup-r- 
intend the work. The encaustic tiles 
needed will be baked by the Buard of 
Works. The money required will be issued 
from that Board’s reserve fuuds, one-half 
in copper, one quarter in silver, and one in 
paper money. If their proposal is ayreed 
to, the Memorialists request that an auspi- 
cious day for beginning the work may be 
chosen by the Tmperial Board of Astru- 
nomy.—(See Gazette of 31st October). 

November 19th.—Court Circular), To- 
day the Court assumes the cap of dyed 
sable and the white fur bor lered coat. 

(1) ‘I’u Tsung-ying, in a Postscript Memo- 
rial, reports the result of a secret investiya- 
tion into the charges brought against Sung 
Hsi-tséng, late Magistrate of Ch’i-chou in 


* The Ming Yiian Lou is a two-storeyed building in 
the centre of the enclosure, from which the othcals 
can overlook the different lanes of cella aud detect auy 
disurder wong the candidates. 7 
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Hupei. Chao Yung-ching, the oflicer sent 
to make inquiries, reports that having 
disguised himself, he proceeded to Hsiang- 
yang and other districts of the Hsiang- 
yang prefecture and interrogated the elders 
and tradesmen. They all agreed that since 
Sung MHsi-tséng had held office the bad 
characters, who used to gamble by day 
and rob by night, and who had oppressed 
the people beyond endurance, had been 
vigorously repressed so that the district 
was now .quiet and undisturbed. En- 
quiries at Ch’i-chou also elicited proof of 
the magistrate’s strict administration. The 
answers to questions about Sung Hsi-tséng’ 
allowing his gate keepers to go out in 
chairs with four bearers, and letting the 
underlings extort more than the amount 
of Jland-tax due, were contradictory, 
and no clear proof exists. The Memo- 
rialist considers the report of Chao Yung- 
cl’ing worthy of credence. The charge 
of permitting the underlings to practise 
extortion is disproved by the fact that 
no complaint has been made by any of the 
people, though Sung Hsi-tséng forwarded 
the full amount due at the end of 1887. 
The Provincial Commissioners state that 
they have not heard of any other tyran- 
nical acts on the part of the mayistrate. 
The Memorialist, therefore, requests that 
that the charge be no further considered. 
—Rescript : Noted. 

(2) Ming-an, Governor of Kirin requests 
that Fu Chu-lun, a Yiin Ch’i-yii (of sth 
order of nobility), may be deprived of 


his office and given four months in 
which to recapture a eriminal under 


sentence of death who escaped from his 
charge. Fu Chu-lun was commandant 
of a detachment of soldiers at the newly 
founded city of Hun-ch‘tm ; and the Ya- 
mén of the Lieutenaut Governor being not 
yet completed, Kuo-chan, a convict who 
had confessed to having been a follower of 
the brigand Chany Lo-wu, and to having 
robbed and murdered several Coreans at 
Ang-pang-pi-la on the Russian frontier, 
was placed in his charge. ‘The circum. 
stances appear to the Memortalist very 
suspicious. A Rescript asseuts to the 
Governor’s request, 

November 20th.—(1) A Deeree, in reply 
to a memorial from Jeén Tav-jung denounc- 
ing several ineflicient officials. Fan Hsi- 
t‘ang, prefect of ‘I's‘ao-chou, is so wanting 
in vigour that there is no hope of his shew- 
ing diligence in his post, and regards the 
prohibition of the poppy as a mere form. 
Let him be compelled to retire. 

(2) Ting Pav-cheén, Governor-General 
of Ssu-chfuan, reports the trial and award 
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in a case of murder. Ch‘én Hui-ch‘ien 
lived with his wife and five children in 
Tung-hsiany hsien. He was well-known to 
his nelyhbours asaman of violent character. 
In 1877, Ch‘én Hui-ch‘ien borrowed six 
piculs of millet from Liu Méng-hsien. The 
latter, after repeated attempts to get the 
grain repaid him, went to Ch‘en Hui- 
ch‘ien’s house in December, 1881, and 
demanded the value of the millet. Ch‘en 
Hui-ch‘ien repudiated the debt, aud beat 
and abused him. Liu Meng-hsien was too 
much afraid of him to dispute the matter 
at the time; but, in February, 1882, fall- 
ing in with the carpenter Li, who had also 
a grudge against the Ch‘én family, he 
agreed with hinr to murder the family. 
Fearing the strength of Ch‘én and his sons 
they induced Yu Shih-fa and T‘ang Li- 
yuan, who also hated the Ch‘éns, to 
join them. On the night of 2ud March 
the four proceeded armed to the Ch‘én 
Hui-ch’ien’s house, lifted the door off its 
hinges, and entering murdered Ch’én Hui- 
cl’ien, his wife who tried to flee, his two 
sons who came to the rescue, and his three 
daughters whose cries they feared would 
alarm the neighbourhood. They then car- 
ried the bodies to a cave in the Liu-chia- 
wan hill. By this time it was getting light, 
and they were observed and questioned by 
Li Wén-p’in. They had to tell him the 
truth, but threatened him into keeping 
silences, ‘Lhe ma-zistrate soon after heard 
of the murder, and Li Wén-p’in told the 
police what he had seen. The murderers 
were captured, and at the trial confessed 
tu the foreyoing facts. Liu Méng-hsien is 
sentenced to death by the slow process 
(ling-cl’ih), The number of the members 
of one family slain by him being more 
than three, the sentence has been carried 
out at once as the law directs. His three 
accomplices have been sentenced to im- 
mediate decapitation.—Rescript ; Let the 
Board of Punishments consider and report 
Withont delay. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from Séléngé, 
Imperial Resident in Thibet, proposing to 
take advantage of his tour of inspection of 
the military establishment in Thibet to 
personally inquire into the ability and 
influence of the Abbot of the fourth rank, 
Lobsany Tunchu, who was recommended 
by the late Panshéu Erdensi Lama for the 
post of Ruler of Lamaseries in Ulterior 
Thibet. This post includes the super- 
vision of affairs at Tashilumbo ; and a man 
of honest and upright character and agree- 
able to the people must be chosen. The 
Reseript filling the appointment has not 
yet boen received, and, as the above Abbot 
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is the effective nominee, he should mean- 
while act as Ruler. If he proves to be 
unfit for the post, the Memorialist will 
make a further report to Their Majesties. 
—Rescript : Noted. 

November 21st.—(1) A Decree, confer- 
ring on Pi Tao-yuan, President of the 
Censorate, aud Soputérhchapu, Deputy 
Lieutenant-General of the Plain Blue 
Banner (Chinese), the privilege of riding 
within the Precinets of the Imperial 
Palace. 

(2) Postscript Memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang, requesting rewards for the ofticers 
in charge of the yunboat Yi-yiian, which 
conveyed Li Shu-ch‘ang, the Chinese 
Minister to Japan, thither. The voyage 
was made during the spring of 1882, when 
fierce gales and heavy seas prevailed ; and 
the vessel on one occasion encountered a 
hurricane, and was tossed about for forty- 
eight hours before the .famished crew 
could get food cuoked. At the numerous 
ports at which she touched, the behaviour 
of the menon shore was exemplary, which 
proves the excellence of the discipline 
maintained. ‘lhe exertions of the officers 
in the public service were unusually 
great, and the Governor-General feels it 
his duty to second the recommendation of 
the Commander-in-Chief of Kianguan.— 
Rescript : Let the proper Board conside 
and report. : 

(3) Memorial from Ch‘ung Chih, Man- 
chu Brigade General of Liang-chou in 
Kansu. ‘' A mechanic, if he would do 
his work well, must first sharpen his tools,” 
and a general, if he would conquer the foe, 
muat first train his soldiers. Success in 
battle can be attained only when the 
men are proficient, their weapons sharp, 
and the officers good. The Government 
expends large annual sums in keeping 
up the Manchu and Chinese forces, trust- 
ing that they will prove a bulwark in 
time of trouble. Yet when the Rebellion 
broke out at the close of the reign Tao 
Kuang, the mere rumour of the rebels’ 
approach caused general panic. In the 
suppression of the rebellion irregular 
troops from Hunan and Anhwei were 
mostly employed and the regular forces 
were disregarded. ‘heir uselessness, it 
appears to the Memorialist, was due to the 
laxity of discipline caused by lapse of 
time, and the inutility of their ordinary 
training. The failure on that occasion 
‘ ghould be a warning for the future, and 
advantage should be taken of the peaceful 
state of the Empire at present to improve 
the army. As to the Chinese forces, it is 


the duty of the High Provineial Author- | 
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ities to see that they are prepared ayainat 
time of need ; the Memorialist would not 
interfere in their management. But the 
Manchu troops are the special charge of 
him and his colleagues, Ever since his 
appointment in 1877 he has laboured to 
perfect their organization. His service 
in Chihli and other provinces taught him 
the value of fire-arms, aud he proposes to 
have his forces practised in the use of them. 
Leaders of trvops should not leave without 
trustworthy weapons, and so court disaster. 
How can the troops be trained and the 
military spirit evoked, if success in archery 
be made, as heretofore, the only road tu 
promotion? If his proposal is agreed to, 
he will hereafter choose men acquainted in 
some degree with Chinese aud Manchu, 
and proficient iu military exercises. His 
object is -to effect a radical improvement, 
and to foster the spirit that animated the 
troops of yore.—Rescript: Let the Board 
of War take note. 

November 22nd.—(1) A Decree. The 

Governor of Anhwei reports that Ts’ui 
Tsun-yi has not returned to his home iu 
that province. He must have loitered 
somewhere, or else gone straight to Yiiu- 
nan. P’an Yin-chang is not yet reported 
to have set out for the Capital. Let the 
Governor-General of the Yiin-kuei Pro- 
vinces, the Guvernors of Yiinnan and 
Auhwei, and the High Authorities of 
Chihli, Shantung, Honan, Hupei, Hunan 
and Kueichou, the provinces en route, forth- 
with ascertain where these two officials are, 
and send them up to Peking. They may 
not delay at all. : 
. (2) Memorial from T‘u Tsung-ying, Go- 
vernor-General of the Hukuang, and P‘éng 
Tsu-h*ien, Governor of Hupei, objecting 
to Tso ‘sung t‘ang’s proposals in regard to 
restoring the Huai-aw salt-trade. 

P6ng Tsu-hsien, while acting as Gover- 
nor-General, explained to His Majesty 
Tso ‘I'sung-t‘ang’s scheme of restoring to 
the Liang Huai the old areas of cousump- 
tion in Hupei, and of prohibiting the 
importation of Sst-ch‘uan salt. Aun Im- 
perial Rescript directed him to consult 
with his colleagues and report the result 
of their deliberations. He wrote to ‘so 
Tsung-t’ang accordingly, and received a 
reply stating that, as Ssit-ch’uan had 
agreed to' reduce the amount of salt im- 
ported into Hupei 100 or 200 yin a month, 
Huai-an salt would naturally taxe it place ; 
the lekin receipts of Hupei did not concern 
the Liang Huai. T‘u Tsung-ying in reply 
represented that the firat step should be to 
determine the exact amount of reduction 
in Syti-ch‘uan salt by moving Ting Pav- 
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chén to close the proper number of salt- 
wells, and by agreeing with him on the 


date for the introduction of the new 


system ; that the lekin revenue of Hupei 
shuuld be guaranteed against possible loss, 
for the military establishment was kept up 
and the subsidies to the Capital paid trom 
the salt duties; and that the accounts 
would be disturbed, if the sale of Hua:- 
an salt alone should be depended on 
to supply the revenue formerly derived 
from the Ssii-ch‘uan salt. He also ex- 


. plained the benefits that the State and 
_ the people derived from the consump- 


‘ tion of Ssti-ch‘uan salt. 


This answer was 


- made on the 13th October ; and, on the 


same day, he received a further com- 


. munication from ‘I'so Tsung-t‘ang. In this 


he argued that Ting Pav-chén’s despatch 
showed that ‘a monthly reduction of 200 
yin was the only scheme that could be 


. entertained. As the collection of funds to 


meet the military expenses aud the suv- 
sidies to the Capital, and the prevention 


of smuggling were the important questions 


_ of Hupei ; and as it was certain that the 


sudden stoppage of the vast revenue drawn 


from Ssii-ch‘uan sait would greatly embar- 
. rass that proviuce—a monthly reduction of 
. 200 yin iu the amount imported represent- 


ing aun annual sum of Tis. 300,000—Tso 
Tsung-t‘any suggested that the Liang Huai 
should make good any deficiency appearing 


- ab the end of each twelvemonth. As the 


prevention of smuggling was necessary to 


. effect a brisk trade in salt, he proposed 
; that Customs Stavions should be established 


_ asgiated with: men from Liang Huai. 


at varivuus points, and the Hupei forces 
The 
closing of the wells in Ssti-ch’uan was not 
touched on in this despatch, though this 


, Was recommended as a preliminary step 


by the Buard of Revenue. The result of 
thus limiting the amount to be sold would 
be to turn ail salt beyond that amount 
into unlicensed salt. ‘lo decide on estab- 
lishing Customs Ottices and putting down 
smuggling, without first agreeing on the 


. amount of salt to be refined in Ssu-ch’uan, 
. is to try to cut off the stream before puri- 


fying its seurce—an impossible undertaking. 
From Ich‘ang comes the chief part of the 
revenue from Ssii-ch‘uan salt. It is kindly 
suggested that the luss consequent on its 
Prohibition is to be made goed at the end 


_ of each year; but the remittances from 


Ich‘aug are mouthly, uor can any delay be 


' allowed. Who wili bear the blame of the 


- disturbance of the Imperial revenue during 
_ the year ? 


On the 22nd October, Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
suddenly wrute to announce the introduc- 


Google 


191 





tion of the new system in November ! 
This restoration of the Liang Huai trade 
is a matter for the joint consideration 
of all three provinces, aud the reduc- 
tion proposed must be preceded by the 
closing of the proper number of wells 
in Ssiti-ch‘uan; but T'so ‘T'sung-t‘ang, in 
defiance of the regulations, aud without 
considering the effect on important items 
of the revenue of Hupei, suddenly pro- 
poses to- begin the system in November } 
Not to mention the effect on the Hupei 
revenue, the Ssii-ch‘uan traders will be 
taken by surprise and not likely to coneur 
in this innovation; all salt beyond the 600 
yin he proposes will be made unlicensed, 
and such is the rapidity of the current at 
P‘ing-shan-pa, where he proposes to have 


‘a Custom-house, that either the preven- 


tive force will be too small to check smug- 
gling, or trouble will be caused by the main- 
tenauce of a numerous body of men. More- 
over, whether Huai-an salt cau make its 
way in the market is still uncertain, In 
short, the only way to reduce the importa- 
tion of Ssii-ch‘uan salt is to close wells in 
that province; and, when the reduction ia 
maie, Huai-an must make good the loss to 
Hupei. 

The Memorialists have a further re- 
quest to make, Each yi. of Ssti-ch‘uan salt 
pays Tis. 2.7 more /ekim than Huai-an salt. 
‘The cotisumption of Ssti-ch‘uan salt there- 
fore, benefits the Empire. lu the next 
place, the people of the five prefectures 
which are to revert to Huai-an, are accus- 
tumed to Ssii-ch‘uan salt, which they 
esteem at twice the value of Huai-an salt. 
The prejudices of the common people are 
hard to change, and tu force Huai-an salt 
ou them would annoy the people and 
provoke murmurs. The proposed change 
would thus injure the revenue and excite 
public complaint. It is hardly worth 
while to throw away a tangible advantage 
for a visionary ‘‘ settlement of areas.” ‘The 
Memorialists propose, then, that Huai-an 
salt shuuld be admitted to the Hupvi areas 
frev of lekin for a while, that, if it can, it miay 
drive the high-priced Sst-ch‘uan salt from 
the markets ; or else, that the recoummenda- 
tion of the Board be followed, viz., that 
the reduction in the number of puunds 
refined be fixed first, that the loss to 
Hupei be made good every month, and 
that the capture of smugglers be left to 
the further consideration of the Memo- 
rialists. Thus, they hope, will the im- 
portant expenses of Hupei be provided 
for, and the people kept in contentment.— 
Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue con- 


: sider and report. 
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November 23rd.—(1—5) Decrees making 
various appointments in connection with 
the further (literary) examination of the 
inilitary graduates. Shao Hény-yii is to 
be Chief Examiner. 

(6) A Decree, commanding the issue of 
ten sticks of ‘'hibetau incense, to be placed 
in two temples of the River God in the 
Tung-ming district of Chilli, in token of 
gratitude for preservation of the river- 
works on the south bank of the Yellow 
River from the ice-term till the hoar-frost 
period. ‘he officers that exerted them- 
selves in the work are to be recommended. 
The waters have not yet entirely subsided : 
Let Chang Shu-shéng give strict orders for 
the zealous protection of the works. 

(7) A Decree, in auswer to a memorial 
from Tso ‘'sung-t’ang praying for leave to 
vacate his post on account vf sickness, 
bestowing on him three months’ leave to 
recruit his health with a quiet mind. He 
need not vacate his post. 

(8) Memorial from Chang P?ei-lun, 
Junior Deputy Supervisor of Instruction, 
opposing the proposed relaxation of the 
regulation providing for the forwarding of 
detailed accounts of the War and Re- 
organization expenditure of each province 
to the Board of Revenue for audit. ‘he 
war and reorganization expenditure of each 
province since the Rebellion amounts to 
millions or tens of millions of taels. 
Though there must have been much extra- 
vagance and misapplication of funds, such 
abuses were restrained in some degree by 
the knowledge that the accounts had to be 
passed by the Boardof Revenue. That Board 
controls the general expenditure of the 
Empire : and, if the high ofticers set the ex- 
ample of cleanhandedneass, and the Secre- 
taries obey the laws in the exercise of their 
duties, the dishonegt clerks and under- 
lings will not dare to combine to arrange 
matters. The men and not the system are 
responsible for abuses, if any arise. ‘The 
preposal merely to submit a concise state- 
ment to the Throne throws the whole 
control of these important accounts into 
the hands of the High Provincial Autho- 
rities, that is to say, into the hands of 
deputies, private secretaries, and clerks, 
for how can the high ollicials be versed 
in the examination of accounts? The 
Memorialist has studied the abuses to be 
found in the accounts rendered. The 
local magistrates make the passage of 
the army through their jurisdiction a 
meaus for making good all deficits in their 
accounts ; and, as the war expenses cannot 
be constantly reported, a still better op- 
portunity is given for misapplying the 
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regular funds. Extravagance is concealed 
under false entries for ‘‘ reorganization” 
or ‘* public works,” and false assertions of 
‘‘advances.” As the authorisation of these 
items depends on the officers of the Board 
of Reorganization, and the amount of them 
on the declarations of private secretaries, 
and as everything is in the hands of the 
clerks, innumerable abuses of every kind 
are caused. The high civil and military 
otticials throw all blame on the supply- 
depots. When such are the abuses under 
the regular system, if merely afew columns 
of figures are submitted asa statement, not 
only will the Court be unable to tell their 
truth or falsity, but even the Governors- 
General, having to depend on a single report 
from the depéts and boards, will be unable 
to understand the details. One report will 
make several families suddenly rich. 
Under the regular system, malpractiees are 
contined to the Board of Revenue, and are 
easily detected, as the Yiinnan case shows. 
But under this new proposal, the malprac- 
tices are extravagance and malversation in 
the provinces, aud the detection of frauds 
and craft will be difficult. If the Court 
did not know of the bribery and corruption 
that go on, well and good. But the Court 
does knows of these abuses : is it, then, to 
relax instead of enforcing the law? The 
cases of the Hunan and the Liang Huai 
military expenditure does not apply to 
the present time, for the high ofticers 
then in command of the army were far 
above the ordinary standard. Moreover, 
the relaxation of the regulations at a 
time when the treasury accounts are 
being sifted, will cause all irregular ex- 
penditure of treasury funds to be included 
in the present returns. All the generals 
have to do is to expend a few more sealed 
warrants. The Board of Revenue should 
be charged with all income and expenditure 
of the public money. Adherence to the 
system in use under Kienluny is useless. 
Dependence is to be placed on men, not 
measures. Ching Lien and Wang Wén-shao 
must refuse the work because of their being 
implicated in the Yunnan case; but the 
President Yen Chiug-ming has a reputa- 
tion for probity, purity, and long experi- 
ence of public accounts, -and from his 
service in Hukuang is well acquainted with 
the sort of abuses to be looked for. The 
Memorialist accordingly requests that Yen 
Ching-ming may be ordered to consider 
the proposal of Liang Chiin and report to 
the Throne. (See Gazette of November 
2nd and October 30th.) 

November 24th.—(1) Joint Memorial 
from Cheng P‘u-yiian, Supervising Censor 
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of the Civil Office, Sun Chi-yiin, Inspect- 
ing Censor of the Metropolitan Circuit, 
and Wang Chung-hasiin, Inspecting Censor 
of the Hukwang Circuit. The floods in 
Shantung become more disastrous every 
year. This year during summer and 
autumn the vast rise of the Yellow River, 
which burst its banks at four points of the 
upper course, has caused incalculable loss 
of life in the districts which form the pre- 
fectures of Chi-nan and Wu-ting. The 
Governor applied for the remission or post- 
ponement of payment of the land-tax, and 
the suffering people has already felt His 
Majesty’s bounty. The Memorialists would 
not dare to further trouble the Throne, 
were it not that they hear from their 
homes that the floods have not yet sub- 
sided. Winter is fast approaching and 
myriads of the miserable people are house- 
less, homeless, and starving. The Gov- 
ernor has reported that he is devising 
further measures of relief, and encour- 
aging contributions from the wealthy, 
but such is the magnitude of the cala- 
mity that the least delay or hesitation 
may make the relief too late. And such 
is the extent of the country afflicted that 
mere local contributions will prove quite 
insufficient. The Memorialists, therefore, 
request that the Governor may be ordered 
to have the beds of the tributaries on the 
lower course of the River deepened and 
the waters run off, and to supply without 
delay from the public funds such relief as 
is found necessary. It is the earnest prayer 
of the Memorialists that the rapid subsi- 
dence of the floods by this means may en- 
sure the peace of the districts.—(See 
Gazettes of 19:h Oct. and 1st Nov.) 

(2) Ch‘én Shih-chieh, in a Postscript 

emorial, reports forwarding to the 
Capital Tls, 60,000, subsidy to the Board 
of Revenue, Tis. 10,000 for the expenses 
of the Household, and Tis. 5,000 for the 
purchase of ginséng. This completes the 
sums due from the Chékiang salt-tax re- 
ceipts for 1882, viz. Tls. 220,000 to the 
Board of Revenue, and Tis. 50,000 for 
the Imperial Household.—Rescript : Let 
the Offices concerned take note. 

(3) Wén-lin, Superintendent of the Im- 
perial Manufactory at Soochow, reports for- 
warding to Peking the following articles :— 

To the Board of Revenue :— 

410 pieces of figured silk and satin of 
Various colours. 

To the Imperial Silk store :— 

300 pieces of silk and satin of various 
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1,000 pieces of silk gauze of* various 
colours. 

300 large handkerchiefs. 

3,000 pieces of cotton. 

To the Imperial Tea Store :— 

100 chin tassels of various colours. 

1,000 chin white sewing silk. 

5 chin rice paper. 

To the Imperial Household :— 

20 pieces *' Thibet ” satin. 

15 palls. . 

The above articles were sent off on 18th 
Oct.—Rescript : Let the proper Offices take 
note. 

(4) Jén Tao-jung, Governor of Shantung, 
reports the trial and award in a case of 
fratricide. Yii Hsiieh-t‘ang and Yii K‘én- 
t‘ang were natives of Yii Ch‘éng, and lived 
with Yi Hua-t‘ang, the father of the 
former and the younger brother of the 
latter. The two brothers were on good 
terms, and Yii Hsiieh-t‘ang was a dutiful 
son. On 8th March 1882 Yi Hua-t‘ang 
got drunk at a neighbouring village and 
made a, disturbance in the streets. Yii 
Kén-t‘ang and Yii Hsiieh-t‘ang brought him 
home ; but at midnight he wanted his son 
to go for more wine. Yii Hsiteh-t‘ang 
remonstrated, on which his father beat him 
with the handle of a spade. In_ self- 
defence he seized the spade and struck his 
father on the ley. Yii K‘én-t‘ang came up 
to part them, when Yi Hsiieh-t‘ang ran 
away and Yii Hua-t‘ang, doubtful of his 
intentions, abused him. This led to a 
struggle in which Yi Hua-t‘ang received 
such injuries that he died next day. Yii 
Kén-t‘ang frightened his wife into silence 
and secretly buried the body without re- 
porting his brother’s death to the police. 
Yii Hua-t‘ang’s second son coming home, 
his mother told him what had happened, 
and sent him to the magistracy. Yii K‘én- 
t‘ang has since died in prison ; his seutence 
would have been transportation in the se- 
cond degree and 100 blows. Yi Hsuéh- 
t‘ang, though the blow he gave his father 
could not have proved fatal, yet indirectly 
caused his death. He is therefore sen- 
tenced to immediate decapitation under 
the statute avainst striking a father.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Punishments 
speedily consider and report. : 

November 25th.—(1) A Decree, directing 
two months’ pay to be issued, asa gratuity, 
to those clansinan and collateral relatives 
of the Imperial House who have no gov- 
ernment appointment at present. A further 
gratuity of two months’ pay is to be be- 
stowed upon the widowsand orphan children 
of clansmen and other distant relatives of 
His Majesty. 
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(2) A Decree, directing a gratuity of one 
month’s pay to be issued to every member 
- of the Banner Forces and the Chinese 
contingents stationed in and = around 
Peking. . 

(3) A Decree, granting the request of 
the Police Censors that the sequestrated 
property of the criminal Chang Liu may 
be sold and the proceeds put out at interest 
for the benefit of the Offices for the pur- 
pose of printed paper, the expenses of 
which exceed their income. Hereafter 
all paper manufactories, whether in the 
Tartar or in the Chinese City, are forbidden 
to remanufacture printed paper, and all 
shops are forbidden to trattic in such waste 
paper. This prohibition is to be strictly 
enforced by the local authorities. 

(4) Ch‘én Shih-chieh, Governor of Che- 
kiang, reports having temporarily closed a 
ease in which the important witnesses are 
not forthcoming. The parties all belong 
to Ch‘éug Asien. The graduate Huang 
Jui-yii and his uncle Huang Tsa-hsiang 
accused Huang Shih-ying, a cousin anda 
liceutiate by purchase, of bursting open 
the coffin of Huang Ch‘uan-hsin, the father 
of Huang Jui-yii, which had been tem- 
porarily deposited on the Kua-chung Hill, 
and scattering the bones, The alleged 
cause of the outrage was a dispute about 
the rent of a piece of land, devuted to the 
support of licentiates-by-purchase belong- 
ing to the clan. The bones were after- 
wards recovered, their identity being 
proved by the ‘blood test.” ‘Lhe history 
of the parties, and of the numerous appeals 
made and trials held, is given at great 
length. No definite proof of Huang Shih- 
ying’s guilt has been elicited. A collateral 
charge against Huang Shih-ying and his 
brother of getting ruftians together to com- 
mit murder and robbery cannot be investi- 
gated, owing to the absence of the mau 
who is said to have stopped them. As 
there is no definite prospect of a full trial, 
the Governor, after personally interroyat- 
ing the parties, has pronounced his awards. 
There is no case against anyone but Huang 
Shih-ying, who did wrong in going to law 
about the family land. His degree, which 
was taken away to facilitate his trial, 
should not be restored to him. 

November 26th.—(1) Memorial from Li 
Wén-min, Governor, and Hung Chiin, 
Literary Chancellor, of Kiangsi. ‘The gov- 
ernment schools are the chief nurseries of 
talent for the service of the State, and the 
provincial Colleges aid the government 
schools by supporting scholars. The 
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( B, an old name for Kiangsi), 


under the control of the Governor, aud 


the Yu-chiao (RE, and) Ching-hsiin 


(or Classical) Colleges under the control of 
the provincial commissioners. 
sical College was founded by a former 
judge, inthe reign of Tao-kuang. The course 
of atudy included the composition of essays 
explanatory of the classics and the writing 
of poetry, This system, designed thus to 
combine us ‘ful knowledge and elegant ac- 
coplishment, was an excellent one; but, 
with the lapse of years, it degenerated, tiil 
the inability of the scholars, not only to 
comment on the classics but even to com- 
pose forcible and elegant essays on miscel- 
laneous subjects, led to the writing of 
essays on subjects drawn from the classica 
being adopted as the method of study. The 
Governor, while filling the post of Judge, 
laboured to restore the old system ; and, 
after he was appointed to his present office, 
finding the Chancellor of the same mind 
with himself, he directed the Financial 
Commissioner to repair the buildings which 
had become dilapidated and to enlarge tle 
accommodation. The Judge was ordered 
to superintend the College, and a new set 
of regulations was: drawn up, the chief 
points of which were (a) the choice of 
scholars according to the results of the 
annual examinations of licentiates hy the 
Chancellor, (1) the enforcement of resi- 
dence at the College on the part of the 
students, (c) the selection of the President 
on the ground of talent only, whatever his 
position, birth or reputation, and (d) the 
increase of the salaries and allowances, aud 
of the supply of books. ‘The adoption of 
the new rules this year and the revival of 
the old course of study produced immediate 
improvement, and the gentry of Kianygsi, 
agreeing as to the fitness of the reforms, 
have requested the Memorialists to report 
the regulations to the Throne aud so render 
them permanent. The Governor observes 
that Kiangsi has always beeu a famous seat 
of learning, and indeed, up to the time of tie 
Rebellion, excelled the whole of the south- 
eastern provinces in scholarship. The oniy 
method for the speedy revival of its former 
preeminence is to make the classics and 
history the groundwork of all education; 
for mere imitative study of composition so 
as to gain a degree, not only ruins the 
spirit of learning, but effects the character 
of the students and the supply of men of 
ability. ‘he new system, the Memorialists 
hope, will raise the average of talent aud 
of scholarship.—Reseript + Noted. 
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November 27th.—(Abstract of Memo- 
sials). Yii-lu forwards a report of the 
-elief- works undertaken in Anhwui, and of 
ihe manner in which he proposes to obtain 
‘unds for the purchase of rice. A Rescript 
lirects him to send officers to undertake 
ihe execution of the works, and authorises 
‘he employment of Tls. 40,000 from the 
sustoms receipts for the purchase of rice 
ind its distribution among the inundated 
listricts. 

(1) A Decree, directing the issue of ten 
iticks of Thibetan incense to be reverently 
offered in the temple of the River Spirit 
vy Ch‘ing-yii, Director-General of the 
arain Transport, as a token of gratitude 
tor the divine protection manifested in the 
oreservation of the dykes along the north- 
oank of the Yang-tzse uninjured up to the 
*“ hoarfrost ” period. 

(2) Yang I is appointed Secretary of the 
Superiorate of Instruction. . 

(3) Memorial from Kuang-ying, Super- 
ntendent of the Imperial Manufactory at 
Hangchow, requesting leave to draw the 
‘air market-price of 2,000 chin of floss silk, 
which he has been ordered to supply. The 
Board of Revenue wrote that the legal 
price only would be paid ; but the Memo- 
trialist cites instances in which, on account 
of the injury to sericulture caused by the 
Rebellion, the Financial Commissioner 
has been allowed to issue the market-price. 
Lhe Memorialist is actuated by the purest 
motives 3; he will of course do all he can 
to economise the cost, nor will he venture 
ou the least extravagance ; thus he hopes 
to prove himself worthy of the Imperial 
kindness.—Granted by Rescript. 

November 28th.—(1) The Court of 
Sacrificial Worship reports that, on the 
12th December, sacrifices should be offered 
in the Temple of the Physicians of Yore. 
An Imperial Rescript deputes Hsii Ttung 
to conduct the ceremonies. 

(2) The same Court reminds His Majesty 
that, on the 22nd December, being the 
winter solstice, sacriticas should be offered 
to Heaven at the circular mound (in the 
Temple of Heaven). The Prince of Li is 
appointed to perform the eeremonies for 
His Majesty. 

(3) Memorial from Jui-fang, Comptrol- 
ler-General of the Banner forces at Jehole, 
and = Shih-hsii, -Assistant Comptroller. 
The memorialists were informed by the 
Assistant Park-keeper, Ch‘éng-pao, that, 
on 9th October, a soldier, named Wang 
Li-ch‘iian, who was on duty in the Fang 
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west of the Pi Feng Temple on the borders 
of the Western Valley, and that the tablet 
bore marks of having been defaced. On 
the tablet is carved an imperial song, 28 
characters on the face and 19 on the back. 
Wang Li-ch‘iian, a lad of seventeen, on 
examination, confessed to thoughtlessly 
injuring the tablet with the sickle that he 
used for cutting down weeds in the Park. 
Officers sent to inspeet the tablet found that 
the sides and corners of stone of the engrav- 
ed characters had been slightly injured. 
The conduct of Wang Li-ch‘iian displayed 
marvellous audacity and depravity, aud 
calls for severe punishment. As the Memo- 
rialists have no power to inflict torture, 
they request leave to hand the culprit over 
to the Military Lieutenant Governor. The 
park-keepers should be handed over to the 
Court of the Imperial Household for the 
determination of the penalty that they have 
incurred by their remissness in protecting 
the Imperial property ; and the failure of 
the Memorialists to find out the crime that 
had been committed should be investigated 
by the same Court.—Granted by Rescript. 
(4) Postscript Memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang. The date for the commencement of 
the examination for the degree of military 
graduates is the beginning of the 10th 
moon, and the Memorialist ought to su- 
perintend it. But, as he has already 
reported to His Majesty, his vld complaint 
attacked him as he was on his way to 
inspect the forces in Kiangnan ; his left eye 
became swollen and inflamed, so that he 
had to return to the capital. Though his 
eye has somewhat recovered, his shoulders 
and legs have of late swelled up, causing 
intense pain. The multitude of the pub- 
lic documents that engaved his attention 
day and night, has further weakened his 
eyesizht ; and, thouglt he contrives still to 
do his duties in his office, he fears that he 
could not endure the continuous strain of 
inspecting the military exercises for a 
whole week, and that his inability to 
discern the target m'ght make him wrong 
the skill of the candidates. He has, there- 
fore, deputed the Financial Commissioner 
to take his place. The General of the 
Yangtze, Li Ch’éng-mou, is at present 
suffering from cold, and the General of 
Kiangnau, Li Ch‘ao-pin, is engaged in 
improving the coast defences ; these ofticers 
can hardly he called to the capital, and he 
has therefore summoned Chang Ho-ts‘ai, 
Brigadier of Huai-yang, to take part in 
the inspection. —Reseript : Noted. 
November 29th —(1) A Decree, permit- 
ting Anahunya to resign his duties as As- 
sistant Chamberlain and his rank of duke, 
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(2) A Decree directing the Board of 
Revenue to consider the memorials of the 
Censors Chang Kuan-chun, who advocates 
the revisal of the regulations for the 
administration of the salt trade in the 
Liang Huai, and Li Ying, who recommends 
the further consideration of the proposed 
increase of licences in Huai-an Fu and the 
adjustment of the increase of licences to 
trade on the Auhwui marts. 

(3) Memorial from Liang-kwei, Junior 
Deputy Supervisor of Iustruction. The 
gendarmerie was established for the cap- 
ture of robbers. ‘he chaiu of police stations 
in every street aud lane and the constant 
patrolling of the police, day and night, 
should affurd a much more perfect system 
for the prevention of crime than the scatter- 
ed posts found in provincial districts. ‘he 
local ofticials ought to go the rounds every 
night and arrest evildoers, or, if this is 
impossible, at least track their movements. 
The system is rigorous enough; but, of 
late years, the difticulty of obtaining a 
livelihood and the poverty of the majority 
of the bannermen and Chinese, together 
with the prevalence of gambling, have led 
to many robberies; and long impunity 
has at last brought about the per- 
petration of theft within the forbidden 
precincts. The prevalence of crime is 
often ascribed to Ch‘ung-li; but the fault 
is not all his, Héng Ting-k‘wei, a former 
Police Provost, accepting trouble and com- 
plaint, devoted his energies to the capture 
of wrong-doers ; his conduct excited much 
adverse criticism, but the criminal classes 
were repressed. Few of his successors 
have been able to follow his example. 
The post of General Commandant is 
one of great responsibility ; but, though 
the ircumbents of this oftice are usually 
men of ability, the multiplicity of their 
other oltices prevents the thorough per- 
formance of this particular duty. Besides, 
the concerns of the streets do not reach 
the eyes and ears of otticers of such pre- 
eminent rank, Lhe night-patrol, with its 
lamps in front and its rattles behind, and 
the passing of the announcement from 
station tu station, gives all evildvers notice 
to conceal themselves. Certain it is that 
from one year’s eud to another the patrol 
never meets a robber; and, if some one 
reports the whereabouts of robbers, the 
police cover their ears and hurry away. 
Cases are hushed up, and, at each step in 
the investigation of a theft, heavy fees are 
exacted from the owner of the property 
stulen, Promotion in the gendarmerie is 
all a question of bribery and favouritism, 
Thus the police is useless and rubbers are 
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_ emboldened. The memorialist requesta that 


orders may be given for the reform of 
these abuses.—See Gazette of November 
12th. - 

(4) Ch’ing-an, Military Governor at 
Kobdo, reports granting an application, 
forwarded to-him by Kunpuchapu, General 
of the right wing of the Turbet league, from 
Lo-chang, Prior of a Lamasery, for leave 
to proceed with thirty-one novices on a 
pilgrimage to Hsi-ning. In obedience to 
precedent, the memorialist has issued pass- 
ports to the Prior and now reports the 
oceurreuce to the Throne. — Rescript: 
Noted. 

November 30th —(1) Decree. ‘The Cen- 
sour Ch’éun Ch’i-t’ai having accused the 
Governor of Hunan of misrepresentation 
in his recommendation of officers con- 
nected with the suppression of the abori- 
gines in the Chiang-hua district and 
Féng-huang tiny, and having denounced 
the Inutendant Hsii Kan, and _ the 
Prefect Chou Kan, We called for a 
report from Pien Pao-tii We now leam 
that the outbreak in Féng-huang was not 
due to the excessive use of torture by the 
sub-Prefect Chiang Chao-ch‘eng, nor did 
Tan Hsiang-liang make lying represenia- 
tions concerning the affair, The authors 
of the discontent in Chiang-hua, two acting 
mayistrates, have already been denounced 
and cashiered. The list of officers recom- 
mended has been revised and reduced by 
Yu Tsung-ying, and the names of most vi 
those asserted by the Censor to be unde- 
serving have been removed. Hsii Kan, 
though guiltless of extensively buying pro- 
perty in his own jurisdiction, and of open- 
ing a pawnushop, took on him to appropriate 
the rents of his debtor Feng Tso-ch‘én’s 
land ; let him be handed over to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty. © 

December 1st.—(1) A Decree, command- 
ing Fu-érh-kung-é, Intendant of the Shen- 
si establishment, to vacate his post and 
come to the Capital for audience. This 
officer is reported to be deticient in ex- 
perience and undecided in action—hardly 
equal to an important frontier charge. 

(2) Memorial from Ch‘ung-ch‘i, Military 
Governor of Moukden, 

Ch‘ung-shan, Military Commandant of 
Liao-yany chow, reported to the Memoria- 
list that, on his ordering an Imperial 
clansinan, Eu-yii, to close a gambling-shop 
that he had opened, Ku-yit incited his 
wife to make an uproar; that’ Enu-yii re- 
sisted the suldiers sent to bring him to 
Moukden, tore up a warrant, and foully 
abused the officer in charge of the escort. 
The Memorialist gaye orders for an in- 
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vestigation to be held. Enu-yii confessed 
that he had without leave left Peking and 
. gone to Jehol, where he was arrested and 
handed over to the Court of the Imperial 
Clan, which sent him and his family 
to Moukden. In April last he made 
his way to Liao-yang in search of 
sume laud which had descended to 
him. Poverty forced him to open a 
gambling-shop, which was closed by the 
authorities after 20 days. His desperate 
circumstances led him to incite his wife to 
make a disturbance ; and in a fit of passion 
he tore up the warrant, and used bad 
language to the escort. The memorialist 
observes that En-yii is a deported clans- 
man, and his conduct shows that he has 
no fear of the laws before his eyes. He 
must be severely punished, In accordance 
with the sentence authorised in the cases 
of imperial clansmen manufacturing forged 
notes and opening gambling shops and 
resisting the police, the memorialist re- 
quests that En-yii and his family be 
banished to ‘Tsitsihar and there be kept 
under strict surveillauce.—Granted by 
Rescript. 


(3) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
requests the dismissal of Hsi-shéug, a Yiin 
Ch’'i Yii and expectant Captain, stationed 
at the Héng-tao River, who has permitted 
gambling shops to be opened on payment 
of bribes, and has failed to arrest and 
send to the Capital persons guilty of gam- 
bling, Another officer will be chosen to 
succeed tu his hereditary title.—Granted 
by Rescript. 


December 2ud.—(1) A Decree, appointing 
Pa‘n Wei ae ER) Governor of Kiangsi. 


(2) A Decree, authorising the Grand 
Secretaries, Pao-yiin and Ling-kuei, and 
the President of the Buard of Civil Ottice, 
Kuang-shou, to recommend tu His Majesty’s 
bounty the efticials that have exerted them- 
selves in the printing of eleven complete 
copies of the Precepts of His Sacred Majesty 
Mu Tsung I (‘Tung Chih). 

(3) A Decree, denying the request of 
Wang Weén-shao that he may be allowed to 
vacate his post to attend on his aged 

“mother, Although she is more then eighty 
years of aye, Wang Wén-shao’s mother is 
still in vigorous health, and able to come 
to the Capital, there to be ministered tu by 
her son, 

(4) A Decree. Chou Té-jun, Assistant 
Supervisor of Instruction, having de- 
nounced Li Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi, 
asserting that he was dull of apprehension, 
aud of mediocre ability, aud that he had 


Google 


197 











proved himself unworthy of the post con- ' 
ferred on him, trusting to and employing 
his own friends and private secretaries 
of bad character we ordered Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang to investigate the charge. His re- 
port atates that the accusations either are 
groundless or have some slight occasion. 
Li Wén-min’s powers are failing and he 
gets led astray ; let him retire retaining 
the button of his rank. Several minor 
otticials, who are accused of adula- 
tion, covetousness, mercenary spirit, in- 
trigue, etc., are dismissed or suspended 
from ottice. 

(5) Postscript Memorial from Ting Pao- 
chéu, reporting heavy rain, accompanied 
by hail-storms, in Féng-tu and six other 
districts of Ssti-ch‘uen during the months 
of May, June, and July. Some injury 
was done to crops, and many trees and 
houses were bluwn down by violent hurri- 
canes that arose in four of the districts, 
In others, the rivers rose suddenly, and 
bridges and water-mills were swept away. 
Only two lives were lust ; and the damage 
done hardly attains the dimensions of a 
disaster. In Chien-wei, on 2nd July, a 
fire broke out which consumed 65 private 
dwellings, while in Yiin-yany 142 were des- 
troyed. Onthe 3rd September, the river 
at Ho-chow overflowed up to the walls ; 
and, on its subsiding, a serious fire broke 
out inside the city. ‘I'wo fires are reported 
from Wan-hsien, which were extinguished 
before they reached the public offices ; nor 
were any lives lost. The local authorities 
have subscribed money for the relief of the 
sufferers in the different districts ; but the 
distress extends over such a vast area that 
some places are sure to be passed over. 
The Memorialist has sent otticers to aid 
the local otticials investigating the extent 
of the damage done, and to distribute 
(out of the leks on salt and merchandize), 
sums proportionate to the gravity of the 
circumstances, to the local magistrates, to 
be bestowed by them on each house- 
hold. A supplementary crop is to be 
planted with all speed in those places 
where the grain has been injured; and 
the repair of the dykes and bridges has 
alsu been ordered. A Rescript orders 
enerzetic measures to be taken to relieve 
the sufterers. 

(6) Chang Méng-yuan, Judicial Com- 
thissioner ot Fukien, reports his arrival at 
his post on 3rd September. 

December 3rd.—(1) Ming-an, Governor 
of Kirin, reports that he is forwarding for 
the use of His Majesty ginseng and lu 


jung EEE i.e., the soft core of tho 
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young horns of the deer). * On the 20th 
October, the Memorialist had forwarded 
to him by the Grand Council an Imperial 
Decree, ordering him to procure a fresh 
supply of ginseng of the best quality, and 
of dark-coloured lu jung, with all speed, as 
the amount last remitted was almost ex- 
hausted. He has obtained, since April 
last, six large sized, eight medium sized, 
and twelve small sprigs (weighing alto- 
gether 9oz 12drs), which have been care- 
fully packed in three boxes. Lu jung is 
in the market from the 6th to the 7th 
moon ; and, after the market has closed, 
it has always been impossible to purchase 
any ; but by sending ofticers beyond the 
limits of the province, he has procured 
two sets of dark-coloured lu jung, which 
he has had packed in a box, aud forwarded 
to Peking along with the ginseny. The 
cost of these articles, Tls. 1,535, was de- 
frayed, as usual, from the duty on (culti- 
vated) ginseny.—Rescript : Noted. 

(2) Memorial from Ch‘ien-hsi, Military 
Lieutenant Governor of Ch‘ah‘ar. The 
muskets belonging to the banner force at 
Ch‘ah‘ar were never numerous; and, as 
they had not been repaired for several 
years, half of them were useless. ‘Ihe 
memorialist, therefore, proposed to con- 
tribute ‘LIs, 500 from his allowance for the 
purchase of new and the repair of old 
weapons, in order that the supply might 
be suffizient for the use of troops moved 
thither for training. Most of the arms in 
store at the memorialist’s yaméu were old 
and rusty, and the whole sum subscribed 
by him barely sufficed to purchase or have 
repaired the 160 bows, 800 lauce-heads, 
160 muskets, and 8,000 arrows, of which 
the troops stood in need. — Rescript : 
Noted, 

December 4th.—(1) A Decree. The late 
President of the Board of Punishments, 





* Porter Smith’s Chinese Materia Medica 
says sub voce ‘‘ Hartshorn. The horns of the 
deer, elk, elaphurus davidianus, and other 
species of these genera hold the same im- 
porant place in the Ch. mat. med. as they did 
formerly in all European Pharmacopaias. 
The Luh jung is the softer, internal part of 
the last horns used to make into pills, after 
careful drying and grinding into coarse powder, 
Stimulant, diaphoretic, tonic, anteperiodic, 
alterative, astringent and many other doubt- 
ful properties are assigned to this substance, 
which is the med‘cine of the wealthy.” 

The Lu-jung is the young horn, The deer 
is killed in the spring, when the new horns 
have just sprouted and the horns ought to be 
still enveloped in skin, ‘The core is at this 
time quite soft. 


Google 





Sang Ch‘un-jung, was a man of careful 
energy and tried experience ; his character 
aud his learning were both excellent. He 
began his career as a member of the Han-lin 
College, and was later on, of the Censorate; 
appointed to a prefecture, he rose to a high 
rank in the provincial administration. After 
a short interval, he was selected for the 
post of Director in the Capital, and, for 
more than ten years, faithfully discharged 
his duties at the Board of Punishments. 
As a member of the provincial and of the 
central government alike, he repeatedly 
signalized his vigour and industry, till, when 
nearly eighty years of age, illness forced 
him to retire. Last year, when he celebrated 
the sixtieth anniversary of his obtaining 
the degree of graduate, We bestowed upon 
him the title of Junior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent, and hoped that he would 
long cuntinue to enjoy Our affectionate 
bounty. The news of his death has now 
reached Us, and We are greatly grieved. 
As a mark of special favour, We decree 
that posthumous honours, such as are 
allotted to Presidents, be bestowed upon 
him, and that all penalties incurred during 
his career be forgiven him. His grandson, 
the licentiate Sang Ts’ai, is appointed an 
Assistant Secretary, and shall learn his 
duties at one of the Boards. Sang Pac, 
Second-class Secretary of the Board of 
Punishments, is appointed Senior Secre- 
tary. Thus We proclaim Our earnest de- 
sire to honour Our ayved servants. 

(2) A Decree. Wang Weén-shao again 
prays for leave to vacate his post. His 
request deserves to be granted; but the 
Grand Council and the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs are at the present time in want of 
men possessed of the experience that Wang 
Wén-shav is well known to have acquired ; 
he must, therefore, obey Our former edict 
and resume his duties on the expiration of 
his leave.—Let him not persist in his re- 
quest. 

(3) The Grand Council were honoured 
with a Decree, directing the Board to con- 
sider the marks uf compassion due to Liu 
Wén-hui and the rest, who died in battle 
agaiust the rebels, on the most liberal 
scale. 

(4) Liu Chin-t‘ang reports that the 
Assistant Administrator of the New D»- 
minion has, according to precedent, pre- 
sented two pieces of satin to O-tsé-hsiarg, 
Chief of the Southern Mussulimau tribes 


of K‘an-chii-t‘i ( ), who presented 


as tribute one ounce and-a-half of gold 
dust.—Rescript: Let the proper Board 
take note. 
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(5) The Governor of Shantung, in a post- 
script memorial, forwards a request from 
the Judge of the province that the system 

‘of trying all appeal cases in his Court 
may be modified. ‘The Judge observes 
that, the present arrrangement having 
been established in 1863, abuses have arisen 
from lapse of time. The number of appeals 
has of lately greatly increased ; and, though 
there are some suitors whose cause is just, 
and who come in the hope of obtaining 
justice, a large proportion of the cases are 
brought by ill-disposed rogues, whv try to 
cheat rich men out of their money by the 
aid of the terrors of the law, or by men 
without any just claim, who try to get an 
adverse decision reversed. The complain- 
ant may either go to the capital at his con- 
venience, or send a proxy; but the un- 
fortunate defendant is dragged from his 
business to the provincial capital, many 
hundred li away, at great expeuse, and 

_is kept there in enforced idleness. Men 

with a little money, whose only connection 
with the case is that they have refused the 
demands of the complainant, are involved 
as witnesses. The entry in a plaint of one’s 
name means endless annoyance. If the 
charge is proved trivial or grondless, the 
only penalty is a flogging ; but, were the 
most severe punishment inflicted on false 
accusers, it would not benetit the accused 
who had had to waste his property. The 

Judge, therefore, requests that while 

grave cases of robbery and corruption, 
referred to the province by Imperial 

Decree or by a despatch from the central 

authorities, continue to be tried at the 
provincial capital, in all other petty cases, 
which have not come before the lucal 
magistrates, the proper Intendant or Pre- 
fect may summon only the most important 
witnesses and settle the case within a fixed 
time, the sentence being forwarded to the 

Judge, who will report it to the Governor 

for communication to the. Board. The 

Governor was advised by the Board of 

Punishments to which he communicated 

the judge’s views to submit them to the 

Throne.—Granted by Rescript. 


December 5th.—No documents of im- 
portance, 

December 6th.—(Court Circular). Wang 
Wéng-shao returns thanks for His Majes- 
_ ty’s kindness in not requiring him to va- 
cate his post. 

_ (1) Chien Kuei-sén succeeds to the post 
of Reader, and Wén Shav-t‘ang to that of 
Expositor, of the Hanlin College. 

(2) The Prince of Li, K‘o-méng-6, Eu- 

ch‘éng, and Chiiu-ch‘i are appointed to 
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inspect the Banner forces and to bestow 
rewards on the deserving. 

(3) Yai Lu, Governor of Antwin, submits 
a detailed account of the steps already 
taken to repair the damage wrought by the 
inundations, and to succour the starving 
population, and proposes further measures 
of relief. The news of Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager’s bounty (of Gazette 3rd 
Sept.) filled the Memorialist and the peo- 
ple alike with respectful gratitude. On 
the upper course of the River, the in- 
habitants have gradually returned to their 
homes, but-the reports of the officers sent 
to inspect these districts shew that, in 
many cases, the fields have been covered 
with sand and shingle to a depth of three 
or four feet, and that, in others, the waters 
have subsided too late for an extra crop to 
be sown, so that the people, though free 
from disturbance, are still in a condition 
of great misery. On the lower course of 
the River, 14,000 families are found to 
have been reduced to utter destitution. 
The height of the freshets this year and 
the low lying position of the country ren- 
dered a supplementary crop impossible. 
The dykes can be repaired only at a cost 
of Tis. 13,000. This sum the people already 
suffering from the fluods cannot supply ; 
it must come from government funds. 
After issuing ‘Ts. 138,000, there is a balance 
of Ts. 191,000 left in the memorialist’s 
hands, from the contributions of Anhwui 
and other provinces, the Tls. 60,000 be- 
stowed by Her Majesty and the govern- 
ment funds applied to this purpose. The 
memorialist proposes to distribute Tls. 
130,000 at once for the repair of the em- 
bankments. The remaining Tls. 61,000 
aud any further contributions will be spent 
in affording relief. As winter is at hand 
the memorialist and his provincial govern- 
ment has decided to subscribe Tls. 27,000 in 
added garments, and Tls. 10,000 have been 
contributed by charitable persons in An- 
hwui and the neighbonring provinces. The 
most destitute families will thus have some 
protection ayainst the early frosts. The 
measures now taken will afford relief only 
during the winter, and it is to be feared 
that the people will starve in spring ere 
any crop can be gathered. The memorial- 
ist hears that Hupei and Kiangsu have 
had an abundant harvest, and he, there- 
fore, requests leave to employ Tls. 40,000 
from the Wuhu Customs receipts in the 
purchase of rice in those provinces, to be 
stored up in the flooded districts and sold 
in spring at a low price. He would also 
beg that, according to precedent, this rice, 
being intended for public charity, may not 
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have to pay duty in coming to Auhwui — 
(For Rescript granting the Governor's 
requests and enjoining diligence in relief 
measures, see Gazette of 27th November). 

December 7th.—(1) En-kuang is appoint- 
ed Military Deputy Lieutenant-Governor 
of Petune. 

(2) A Decree. Ching-shou represents 
that he cannot hope for speedy recovery of 
his health, and prays for leave to resign 
his appointments, Let him be granted two 
months’ leave to recruit his health with 
quiet miud : he need not resign his appoint- 
ments. : 

(3) The Grand Council had the honour 
to receive the following Decree from His 
Majesty. The Censor Kuang Hsi requests 
that an honorary portal may be granted to 
a dutiful son. Let the Board make en- 
quiry and erect an honorary portal to the 
licentiate Yeh Chia-chien. 

(4) Jéu Tao-jung, in a postscript memo- 
rial, reports that on 1st October the grain- 


fleet reached Shih-li Ptu (++ FA 43s) 


on its return southwards, The vessels have 
been detained at ‘Tientsin for repairs. 
The water was so low that only about 100 
vessels could enter the southern section of 
the Grand Canal. Orders have been yiven 
to have the rest of the fleet speedily towed 
into the canal and sent southwards. — 
Rescript : Noted. 

(5) ‘u-karh, Military Governor of 
Uliasut‘ai, represents that, owing to the 
inclemency of the weather, the strictest 
search has failed to obtain the requisite 


amount of the hata fruit PASE IB), two 


boxes of which should be annually sent to 
His Majesty. Last year want of rain pre- 
vented the fruit ripening, and the tribute 
was remitted: this year drought and the 
failure of the rains spoiled the crop, and 
wind and snow killed the plants. Uuder 
these circumstances the memorialist prays 
His Majesty, in consideration of the 
exposed situation of Uliasut‘ai and the 
drought, to graciously postpone the pay- 
ment of the legal tribute of hata fruit.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

(6) Tukarh reports having granted the 
application of Ch‘é-lin-tun-to-pu, Deputy 
Military Governor of the Sannion tribe, 
Chieftain and Prince of the first order, for 
two months’ sick-leave. An oflicer sent by 
the memorialist reported that the Deputy 
Governor was really unable to perform his 
duties. In accordance with his own sug- 
gestion, his duties as Deputy Governor 
will be entrusted to Tarhmapacharh, Hopei 
Duke of the league, and Puyangpayach, 
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an officer of his banner, will act as Chief- 
tain.—Rescript : Noted. 

(7) Jén Tao-jung, in a postscript memo- 
rial, proposes that in accordance with 
precedent, the Superintendence of tho 
examination of military graduates in Shan- 
tung be delegated to the Financial Com- 
missioner, aided by the Brigadier of Ts‘ao- 
chow. ‘The Governor is unable to attend, 
being engaged in repairing the breach in 
the Yellow River embankments at T‘ao- 
yuan in Li-ch‘eng Asien. —Rescript : Noted. 

(8) Ho-ching and Chang Chao-tuung, in 
a joint memorial, report that an officer 
has been sent to the capital with the fol- 
lowing sums due from Fuhkien :— 

Tea duty for the Imperial House- Tis. 

NOMA... .ccsessesceeceveerscssseeeveeeee 10,000 

Two months’ contribution to the 


Consolidated Fund (A as) at 
Ts. 5,000 p. m0 — .serceceseveveeeee 10,000 
Opium Leki ..c.cccccoccsecsecseecseee 20, 000 








; Total, Tis. 40,000 

(9) Chang Shu-sheng reports the death 

of Ch‘un-tai, Military Commandant at 
Pao-ting Fu, on 14th November. 


December 8th.—(1) Memorial frem Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang. Last year, before the leave 
granted him on account of sickness had 
expired, the memorialist received His 
Majesty’s gracious command to oversee 
the Liang Kiang. Ever since his arrival 
at his post, he has striven, without a 
moment’s relaxation, to perform his duties. 
But his malady has not yielded to lapse of 
time ; his limbs are paralysed ; there isa 
singing in his ears, and his sight is dim; 
all movement is almost impossible. Of 
late, too, his mind is darkened, and his 
memory fails him. His physicians state 
that his pulse is low, aud at times ceases 
altogether ; and that, though by the aid 


of ginséng and shw (ft) danger is to be 


apprehended during winter, care must 
be taken lest, at the approach of spring. 
his spirit fail to respond to the reviving iu- 
fluences and life become extinct. He can 
not recall the subject of oflicial documents 
after he has read them, and the arrears of 
correspondence are enormous. The foun 
tain of his judyment is dried up and much 
has already been neglected or delayed. 
He can have no peace day or night, uuless 
he be relieved of his duties, and permitted 


to return home to attend to his malady. , 


It may be that perfect rest and solitude 
will prolong for a short time his failing 
life ; and, if it prove so, he will devote 
every niument of lis existence tu repaying 
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the bounty of the State. (For Decree 
granting Tso Tsung-t‘ang three mouths’ 
leave, see Gazette of 23rd Noveimber.) 

December 9th.—(1) A Decree. The 
Censor Tsai ‘T's’ai requests that the issue 
of pay to the banner forces may be regu- 
lated, so as to check abuses. Let the 
proper Yamen deliberate and report. 

(2) A Decree, commanding the Governors 
of Anhwui and Kiaugsu to investigate the 
truth of the report of Ts’ui ‘I'sun:yi’s ser- 
vant that his master died of an illness in 
the ‘Tan-t’u Asien of Kiangsu, while on his 
way to Auhwui. Wei Jung-kuang states 
that the report was not made till a month 
after ‘l’sui Tsuu-yi’s death, and that the 
circumstances are suspicious. P’an Yin- 
chang has not returned to Yunnan. He 
belongs to Hunan; Let the Governor of 
that province and the authorities en route 
ascertain where he is, and have him sent up 
to the Capital with all speed. 


(3) A-k’o-tun (SE BO ia appointed 
Police Censor of the Southern Division of 
Peking. 


(4) Liu Hai-ao (Bil it HE) is appointed 
Grain Intendant of Ytinnan, 

(5) Yii-lu reports having inspected the 
uilitary forces throughout Auhwui, in 
obediencs to an Imperial Decree order- 
ing the troops in Auhwui, Shantung, Ho- 
nau, »ud Kianysu to be reviewed this year. 
The floods in Ch‘ien-shan and other places 
prevented the memorialist from completing 
his tour of inspection till the couclusion 
of the provincial examinations. ‘The troops 
ou the north of the River excelled those 
on the south in valour and strength ; and 
the four battalions of recruits, together 
with the left and right battalions of the Gov- 
ernor’s contingent, were superior in shoot- 
ing whether with the bows or with firearms. 
Atthe conclusion of each inspection, the Gov- 
ernor assembled the battalion officers, and 
earnestly exhorted them to be diligent in 
their duties, to select men of real ability, 
never to relax their discipline and training 
of the troops, and not to trust to super- 
ficial simartness or outward show. = ‘This 
appeal was always eagerly responded to by 
the ofticers.— Rescript : Noted. 

December 10th.—(1) Chang Shu-shéng 
reports the trial and seutence in a case of 
murder. An Ch‘éng-yeh, native of Fang- 
shan Hesien in Chihli, quarrelled with 
An Jan about the payment of a debt due 
to his father, An Yii-t‘ing by An Yii-t‘ai, 
An Jan refusing to agree that the amount 
should be subscribed by the whole clan. 
After frequent disputes, An Ch‘éng-yeh 
determined to revenge himself by murder- 
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iug An Jan. He lay in wait for him and 
stabbed him with a knife in his own house, 
An Li-hsien, An Jan’s son, who came to 
the rescue was also killed. An Ch‘éng-yeh 
fled ; but An Jan lived long enough to tell 
the neighbours who the murderer was. 
The magistrate held an inquest, and An 
Ch‘éng-yeh’s guilt was decisively proved. 
The Governor having personally examined 
the witnesses has sentenced An Ch‘éng-yeh 
to immediate execution, his head tu be 
exposed and half his property given to 
the family of the murdered man. An 
Yii-ting, whose conduct caused the mur- 
der, is sentenced, under the severer 
statute against improper conduct, to eighty 
blows. 

December 11th—The Governor of Shun- 
tien report a fall of snow, to a depth of 
over tio iuches, in the Metropolitan dis- 
trict. 

(1) A Decree, commanding the Hanlin 
Officials of the Imperial studio to reverently 
prepare two tablets with inscriptions to be 
suspended in the temples of the River 
God, whose interpo-ition, in answer to the 
prayers of Tso Tsung-\’ang and Ch’ing-yii, 
stay the rising of the waters of the Yang- 
t«ze. The Board of Rites is directed tu 
consider what title should be bestowed on 
the God of the Winds. 

(2) Memorial from Kuo-hsiu, Police 
Censor of the Central Division of the City. 
There are in the City over eighty establish- 
ments for the re-manufacture of waste 
paper. Paper with characters on it used 
to be mixed up with the waste paper and 
defiled by being applied to such base uses. 
The memorialist and his colleagues pub- 
lished proclamations, embodying the sacred 
precept of His late Majesty K‘any-hsi, that 
in heaven and earth there is nothing more 
precious than written character. Shop- 
keepers were forbidden to traflic in paper, 
printed or written ; and the manufacturers 
were ordered to pick out all such paper 
from among the waste paper purchased by 
them, and send it to the Offices, where a 
certain amount per pound would be paid 
for it. Two temples were selected, where 
the paper collected by the Offices should 
periodically be burned. An inquiry, pro- 
secuted of late by the Police Mayistrates, 
proves that the manufacturers now have some 
idea of the reverence due to written chia- 
racters : but some permanent system must 
be devised to provide fur the current ex- 
penses of the offices. which are, at present, 
temporarily supported by the Memorialist. 
Orders have been given for the sale of the 
property of the escaped criminal Chang 
Liu. The Memorialist does not suppose 
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the house and furniture will fetch a high 
price; but, the amount will probably suf- 
tice, if put out at interest, to supply the 
aums annually needed by the Waste-paper 
Offices. He quotes, as a parallel case, the 
application of the unlawful ‘ commission ’ 
charges confiscated in 1809, to the support 
of a Foundling Hospital and Poor House. 
He further requests that the sale of written 
paper to the manufacturers may be prohib- 
ited.—Se Decree in Gazette of 25th Nov- 
ember. 

(3) Ming-ch‘un, Imperial Ayent at Hami, 
forwards the request of Shamuhusot‘é, 
Mahomedan Prinee of Hani, 
grandmother, the Princess Mailipaniu, 
may be permitted to assist him in the 
government. ‘The lady helped her sun 
Maihamot‘é for more than ten years ; the 
Mahommedan people reverence and trust 
her, and readily obey hereommands. The 
present Prince is in the prime of life, of an 
active mind and a complaisant disposition. 
His request expresses his true desire, and 
the memorialist prays it may be acceded 
to.—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) Ming-ch‘un, in a postscript memorial, 
reports that he will start on 3rd November 
on his annual tour of inspection of the 
customs-barrier and passes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hami. 

(5) Wéun-hst Military Governor of Tsi- 
tsihar, requests that the winter hunt may 
be postponed till next year. ‘The hunt 
was restored in 1869, and the annual 
expenses, Ts, 14,800, have been repeated- 
ly applied for. Since 1873 Shantung has 
failed to forward the amount due, and 
Tis. 50,000 have been borrowed from the 
merchants of Tsitsihar. But the merchants 
have been put to great straits already and 
cannot supply this year’s expenses. Though 
the Board decided that the funds from 
Shantung must arrive by the eighth moon, 
the memorialist has heard nothing of them. 
The exercise of the troops, the original 
purpose of the hunt, is now effected by 
continuous training in the cities ; and the 
memorialist, therefore, sugyests that the 
hunt do not take place this year. The 
funds from Shantung will provide for next 
year’s expeuses.—Rescript : Be it as is 
proposed : let the proper Board take note. 

December 12th.—The officials at the 
Hata Gate forwarded a present of silver 


fish (SB fA the Lencosoma) for His 
Majesty. 

(1) A Decree, in answer to a memorial 
from Séléngé, appointing the Commissioner 
of Justice, Ch ‘ing-juots 6p ‘i, a Commandant 
of the Thibetan forces. 
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that his- 








(2) Memorial from Ch én Ch4i-t‘ai, Censor 
of the Shansi Circuit, denouncing Tu 
Tsung-ying for making a false report on 
the case of the officials recommended for 
suppressing uprisings of the aborigines in 
Chiang-hua-hsien and Feng-huang-t‘ing in 
Hunan. The memorialist has obtained 
proofs of the way in which T‘u Taung-ying 
tried to screen misdeeds under a multitude 
of words, and now lays them before Their 
Majesties. The Féng-huang outbreak was 
caused by the excessive use of torture by 
Chiang Chao-ch‘éng, for which Li Ming- 
ch‘ih intended to denounce him ; but Tan 
Hsiang-liang ete., in the hope of gaining 
fame, fabricated a misleading report, and 
soldiers were sent by the Governor te 
assist the authorities. The simple abori- 
gines did not know why the force had 
come, and remained as peaceful as usual. 
The irregulars searched their caves and 
slaughtered all they found over 100 men. 
Such injustice and eruelty seems ineredible. 
Li Ming-ch‘ih, fearing public opinion, de- 
nounced the Magistrate on another charge, 
so as to screen ‘lan Hsiang-liang and pre- 
serve the recommendations made. ‘The 
Chiang-hua affair originated in the unjust 
decision of the mayistrate Hu O-chien ina 
dispute about land between the native 
aborigines and Chinese squatters. As soon 
as soldiers were despatched thither, the 
people submitted. But, instead of two or 
three ringleaders, eighty or ninety per- 
sons were butchered. Yang Kuo-hua 
and Ch‘én Tsai-hsin were dismissed for let- 
ting a prisoner escape; they had nothing 
to do with this case; but Hu O-chien, 
instead of being brought to trial, received 
again and again excellent acting appoint- 
ments. The military officers,Su Yuan-ch‘un, 
etc., whose licentious conduct evoked 
general hatred, were recommended, not 
denounced. Both outbreaks, it appears to 
the memorialist, were due to the local 
officials, and might have been calmed by 
any upright and able officer. The unjusti- 
fiable employment-of troops, and the mas- 
sacre of innocent and guilty alike, called 
for punishment; and to turn the affairs 
into military operations and draw up a 


long list of officers to be commended, was | 


still more unnatural and improper. Li 
Ming-ch‘ih deserves punishment for con- 
cealing the guilt of the officials and claim- 
ing for them undeserved rewards, Tu 
Tsung-ying’s report, in reply to His 
Majesty’s Rescript, was not founded on 
facts, but simply concealed or justi- 
fiel misdeeds. His assertion that he 
had ‘instituted secret enquiry and made a 
thorough investigation,’ is mere empty 
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salk. Whom does he expect to deceive by 
describing the abodes of simple people as 
sobbers’ caves, and the slaughter of inno- 
sent men as exterminating rebels? The 
nemorialist has not been able to test in 
avery case his assertion that all the officers 
recommended had a share in the affair, but 
in over twenty instances, at least, ‘the 
officials who exerted themselves’ were 
aither in the provincial capital, or in other 
posts, or sick, or of tender years. The 
Governor says that he has searched the 
records ; if so, he must know who held 
sither substantive posts or official com- 
missions at that time. If he had really 
made inquiries and asked for public opinion, 
aa everyune in the capi al knew the truth, 
what need could there be for misrepre- 
sentation and exayyeration ? The memori- 
alist has heard of only twenty cases, but 
their falsity suggests the untrustworthy 
character of all the recommendations. Li 
Ming-ch‘ih’s guilt in making reckless re- 
commendations is slight compared with 
the deceit of T‘u Tsung-ying’s lying de- 
fence of the wrongdvers. (See Decree in 
Gazette of November 30th. Compare also 
Gazette of December 24th, 1880). 

(3) Yung-yii and Kuei-ang, in a joint 
memorial, propose that the sacrificial ves- 
sels lost from the Treasury of the Eastern 
Mausvlea should be replaced as svou as 
pussible by the Supply Office of the 
Imperial Household ; and that, meanwhile, 
the Comptroller of the Household lend 
17 bowls, etc., from the Imperial Treasury 
for use at the sacrifices at the winter 
solstice. 


December 18th.—(Abstract of memori- 
als), Li Chao t‘ang, Superintendent of 


the Foochow Arsenal, represents that his - 


illuess grows more serious, and prays for 
leave to return home and attend to his 
health, A Rescript grants him two months’ 
leave, Lii Yuo-tou (who was appointed 
overseer in October 1881), is to zealously 
supervise all matters counected with the 
Arsenal, 

(2) Memorial from Pien Pao-ti, report- 
ing the result of the enquiry he was com- 
manded to make as to the truth of the 
charge of falsehood brought against T‘u 
Tsung-ying. (See yesterday’s Gazette). The 
Féng-‘huang t‘ing rising was really an 
attempt at insurrection on the part of a 
‘Tien Miao. (J@A jij), named Shih Lao- 


hua, who had served as an irregular in 
Kweichow. He assembled a band of fol- 
lowers, assumed the title of king, and for 
two years plundered the country. Chiang 
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Chao-ch‘éng did not cause the rising by 
the excessive use of torture; nor did Tan 
Hsiang-liang make a false report. The 
outbreak in Chiang-hua may be traced 
to the extortion of the underlings in 
reference to the death of a nameless beggar 


in a Yao () village. The aborigines, 


having learned from the clerks at Yung- 
chou (whither they went in a body to 
lodge a complaint) that a Decree of the 
Emperor Kien-lung’s forbade the purchase 
of their land, and compelled the Chinese 
purchaser to restore it without receiving 
.any compensation, requested the clerks to 
petition the prefect to issue a proclamation 
to that effect and have it engraved on a 
memorial pillar. The magistrate after- 
wards reversed these acts, on the ground 
that Chinese had possessed the lands 
for several generations. In the autumn 
of 1879, however, a dispute about the 
amount of certain rents led to the re- 
vival of the old doctrine, and several 
hundred mu were stripped of corn. The 
Magistrate seized the ringleader, P‘an 
Ch‘éng-hao, and imprisoned him. In 1880 
Yang Kuo-hua succeeded tv the post of 
Magistrate, aud his underlings were bribed 
to release P‘an Ch‘éng-hao. His escape 
was the signal for the slaughter of over 100 


Chinese squatters (®) and the burning 


of their houses. Two battalions of troops 
were detached to quell the disturbance ; 
and P‘an Ch‘éng-hao hanged himself, 
Thirteen rebels only were executed : there 
was no ‘causeless murder of eighty or 
ninety persons.’ There is no proof of 
licentious conduct on the part of Su Yiian- 
ch‘un and his colleagues, nor was any 
plaint laid against them. Yang Kuo-hua 
and Hu O-chien, who were to blame for-the 
rising, have both been cashiered. The 
number of officers recommended on, 
account of these two affairs has been twice 
reduced, Tu Tsung-ying’s second memorial 
containing only seven, instead of over 500 
names ; and the name of only one official, 
Fu Ch‘any, has been. approved by the 
Buard. (For Decree see Guzette of 30th 
November ) 


(3) Lin Chao-yiian, Governor of Kwei- 
chow, requests that an expectant sub-pre- 
fect, Po Chih-kuei, be deprived of his 
rank that he may be brought to trial. Po 
Chih-kuei and his son had a dispute with 
Tséng Han shih about some temple land 
which they would not let her cultivate. 
She poisoned herself in consequence of an 
assault they made on her.—Granted by 
Rescript. 
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December 14th.—( Abstract of Memorials). 
Ch‘éu Pao-ch’éu reports taking over otlice 
as Literary Chancellor of Kiangsi. 

(1) A Decree, permitting Wang Wéu- 
shao, in consequence of his earnest request 
at the audience this day, to vacate his post 
and satisfy his filial longings by returning 
home and ministering to his mother. 

(2) A Decree. Wény Ttung-ho (Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works) is promuted 
to serve in the Graud Council. . 

(3) A Decree, commanding Ch ‘ien-hsi, 
Military Lieutenant-Governor of Ch‘ahar, 


to vacate his post and come to Peking, 
. 


there to await further employment, 
(4) Wang Ming-liian (ERR ES) is ap- 


pointed Sub-Rector, and Yang L succeeds 
him as Sub-Expositor, of the Hanlin. 

(5) Shih-to, Prince of Li, is appointed 
by special favour a Minister of the Presence 
on probation, 

(6) Memorial from Chang Kuan-chun, 
Supervising Cen-or of the Board of Re- 
venue. Six provinces take salt from the 
Liang Huai area. Salt from Lu-an fu 
(Shansi) is smuggled ito the Ching-chou 
and Hsianyg-yany neighvurhood of Hupei, 
and Kwangtung salt invades the Kiangsi 
area. In other cases, the sale of the sta- 
tutory allotment is injured not only by 
the smuggling of unlicensed salt, but also 
by the encroachment of the licensed mer- 
chants on marts to which they do not be- 
long. This is the bane of the Huai 
and it is due to the fact that the 
established system, being regarded as a 
dead letter, has, in course of time, become 
relaxed beyond hope of recovery. Local 


rectifications and reforms are quite inade- — 


quate. It is essential that, by the sup- 
pression of the unlawful usurpation of 
areas, no pretext be left for dishonest 
speculation, and, by the reform of the 
system of retaining part of the amount 
applied for to secure the payment of the 
licence fees, no excuse be afforded for the 
non-payment of the salt-duties. The me- 
morialist submits six propositions, the 
adoption of which, he is of opinion, will 
lead to the gradual improvement and 
ultimate success of the salt administration 
of the Liang Huai, There are :— 

1.—In place of the Head. Trader of the 
South Huai,—a sort of government agent 
for the speedy collection of the duties and 
the transaction of the public business of 
the trade—to select several upright and 
earnest traders of long experience. The 
Head Trader has of late failed to answer 
the calls made on him by the authorities, 
and has drawn annually several hundred 
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taels beyond the legal amount for his 
public expenses. Moreover the position is 
assumed by men who do little trade merely 
as a means of self-aggrandisement. 


2.—To beyin the issue of each annua! 
allotment in the first mvon ; to dispose of 


the arrears by tacking to each yin of the | 
new allotment issued a certain amount . 


from the old surplus stock (FE BH) ; and, 


when the demand is brisk, to supplement 
the regular allotment from the unconsumed 


surpluses of former years (ASE). The 
present system of carrying over surplus 


amounts and postponing the issne of new 
allotments, joined with the complicated 
state of the treasury accounts, the sub- 
sidies and advances from which are made 
up by drawing on other items, leads in- 
evitably to falsification of accounts and 
misappropriation of funds, and renders 
audit impossible, 

3.—To relieve the salt-workers. This 
poverty-stricken class at present suffer 
from the false weights and extortionate 
demands of the merchants, to obviate 
which the Censor proposes to have the 
weights and measures stamped by the Salt 
Comptroller. The officials in charge of 
the refineries are to establish the workers 
in tithings, ‘The weights used at the 


Examining Houses are to be compared and : 


stamped : and the weight of the yin in 
transit is to be tested by the Salt Comp- 
troller at various important points on the 
Grand Canal. 

4.—To rectify the accounts. Hitherto 
no distinction has been made in the duties 
received on salt. All the money in hand 
is issued, and, whenever an important pay- 


- ment has to be made, the amount is got 


together from other sources. The deficit 
in the accounts is due to the improper 
system of discount, rebatement, touch-fees, 
interest-fees, aud promissory notes, which 
are all to be forbidden. The regular-funds 
are to be kept in the treasury till called 


for by the Board of Reveinue ; the extra : 


receipt are to be kept separately. The 
merchants should not be allowed to inter- 
fere with the treasury funds, 


5.—To enforce the retirement of any ' 


official who is connected by marriage or 
intimate friendship with a merchant, or 
who is a sleeping partner in any firm, Con- 
cealment of such a connection is to be 
punished by denunciation. The lower 
officials of each area are to be exchanged 
from time to time. The offices for the 
superintendence of the salt in the 
N. aud 8. Huai, which encroach on the 
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powers of the Salt Comptroller, are to be 
abolished, 

6.—To reduce the number of official 
decuments, A merchant has now to have 
his application passed through eleven 


hands in the Salt Comptroller’s Ottice 
alone. Every salt oftice, big or small, has 


ten departments or more, which are sup- 
posed to inspect the permits, but are really 
intended to exact fees, The Salt Comptroller 
should examine into these abuses, do away 
with the unnecessary departments, and 
? combine those that can be combined, so as 
ty accelerate transport and prevent delay 
and hindrance to trade. 

The memorialist has, after deep con- 
sideration and patient investigation, drawn 
up the above proposals, in the hope of 
succotring the people and removing abuses. 
He prays that His Majesty will instruct 
the Board to deliberate on them, and to 
direct Tso Tsung-t‘any to earnestly reform 
the administration by the establishment 
of a revular system, not to be driven from 
his purpose by rash criticism, nor to un- 
fairly clingy to his own views. If the above 
proposais be adopted, the memorialist 
hopes that the salt trade may revive.— 
See Decree in Gazette of November 29th. 


December 15th.—(1) The following pro- 
motions are gazetted :—Hsd Ying-k’uei 
succeeds Wang Wén-shao as Senior Vice 
President of the Board of Revenue, with 
charge of the Three Treasuries: Chang 
Chia-hsiang will act for him till he arrives 


in Peking. Huang T’i-fang (Ao F) 


succeeds Het Ying-kuei as Senior Vice 
President of the Board of War: Hsiieh 
Yiin-shéng, Senior Vice President of the 
Board of Punishments, will take his place 
tilt he reaches the Capital. Wang Chih- 


han (ECE) will succeed to Chang- 


Chia-hsiang’s acting appointment as Senior 
Vice President of the Censorate. 


(2) Chi-ho (FAD is appointed Mili- 
tary Lieutenant Governor of Ch’ahar. 

(3) A Decree, directing the Prince of Li 
to serve with Poyenunamohu in the Yii- 


cling (Sift 3 et) Hall (the Tmperial 
Study.) 
(4) A Decree, granting the Prince of Kung 
another month’s leave. : 
(5) Kuo Lé-min is appointed Assistant 
Reader of the Grand Secretariat: ‘l'séng 


Ho (BH succeeds him as Inspecting 


Censor of the Honan Circuit. 
_ (6) Pfan Tsu-yin is appointed to serve 
in the Grand Council. 
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(7) Sun Chia-nai will temporarily act as 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Office, in addition to performing his 
proper duties as Senior Vice President of 
the Board of Works, 

(8) A Decree, refusing the request of 
Weng ‘T'ung-ho that his appointment as 
Minister of the Grand Council may be 
cancelled, as he is at present on duty in 
the Yui Ch‘ing Kung. 

(9) Memorial from Li Ying, Inspecting 
Censor of the Kueichou Circuit. Tso 
Tsung-t‘any states that the firms Hou Té- 
ch'ang, etc., having applied for the issue 
of licences for 163,0L8 yin of Huai-pei salt 
above the legal uumber, and having paid 
in ls. 326,036, he had instructed the 
Salt Comptroller to make a special report 
of this restoration of the old statutory 
allotment to the Board for reyister. By the 
old regulations, each chop of saltpay (100 
yin) should, pay over ‘l'ls, 400 for licence ; 
bug the amount paid by these firms is only 
Tis. 200 —not half the regular duty. Fur- 
ther, three allotments used to be put into 
cousumption every two years; but now, 
even if the proposed limits of one year be 
adhered to (which is uncertain), only 
two allotments will be consumed in two 
years. The measure adopted by ‘Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang merely increases the yin, with- 
ont auymenting the salt tax receipts. 
Either the payment for a licence must be 
increased or the number of yin issued to 
the firms reduced. If the latter plan be 
adopted, the new issue will amount to 
only 80,000 yin odd: the surplus amount 
should be deducted, This will save much 
logs to the salt revenue, and assimilate the 
systems of the Liang Huai. 

(10) Li Ying, in a postscript memorial, 
protests against the unfair attempt of the 
new trades of the Anhwui marts to reduce 
the price paid for licences. ‘I'so ‘Tsung- 
tang’s original decision, that each yin 
should pay Tls. 30, makes each warrant for 
120 yin pay only Tis. 3,600 instead of 
the Tis. 4,000 prescribed by the old regula- 
tions. The memorialist fears that the 
sudden addition of 42,850 yin to the 
amount to be got into consumption in 
Auhwui (the marts of which have not for 
several years consumed the annual legal 
allotment of 72,000 yin), will check the 
trade and injuriously -affect the sale 
of both the regular and the new issues. 
But, if this increase must be made, 
the new yin should at least pay the 
amount originally proposed by ‘Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang. The request of the eight firms, 
Hou K‘un, etce., that, on payment of 
Tis. 357,160, they might have issued to 


deceitful dealing by dishonest men. If 
the new traders think the trade unprofit- 
able, Jet the old traders be called on to 
take up the amount.—See Gazette of 2nd 
July and 29th November. 

December 16th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Kung thanks His Majesty for 
pernrission, if his health improve, to re- 
sume his duties before the month’s leave 
granted him has expired. 

(1) A Decree, commanding Sun Chia- 
mu, Second Class Assistant Secretary of the 
Board of Revenue, to resign his post and 
appear for trial before Lin-shu and P’an 
Tsu-yin. Those officers report that Wang 
Ching-ch‘éu, of the T‘ien Shun Hsiang 
_ bank, deposes that a Secretary, named 
Sun, came to his bank to inquire if a draft 
of P‘an Yin-chang’s was genuine. They 
further report that Yen Chéng-ch‘ing, of 
the Po Chfuan Tung bank, states that 
Chou Jui-ch‘ing, in November last, changed 
a cheque of the ‘I’ien Shun Hsiang bank 
at his shop. Chou Jui-ch‘ing is tem- 
porarily cashiered aud ordered to appear 
for examination. 

(2) Memorial from Chau Té-jun, Assis- 
tant Supervisor of Instruction, denounc- 
ing Li Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi. 

The people of Kiangsi are simple and 
honest, and it is comparatively easy to 
keop them tranquil. The former Governors 
set the example of purity and goad conduct, 
and their administration improved daily. 
Li Wén-min, however, while outwardly he 
deligently maintained the old system, was 
really governed by his private desires. 
His subordinates spied out his weaknesses 
and humoured him, deceived his stupidity 
and cajoled him. Recognizing him as a 
kindred spirit, they secretly oppressed the 
people. His Majesty, when their misdeeds 
were brought to light by P‘éng Yii-lin in 
1881, inflicted only a slight penally on Li 
Wén-min, that he might still have an op- 
portunity of reforming. But the Governor 
could not deligently purefy his heart, 
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and remained sunk in lethargy. In his~ 


measures and his choice of men, he 
waa utterly mistaken and wrony, 80 
that he is known throughout the province 
as Li the stupid. All his folly cannot be 
known; the memorialist has drawn up, 
under four heads, his most notable mis- 
deeds. 

(a) He trusts to and employ his private 
friends, such as the expectant Taotai, 
Chiiao Tfing-k‘usi, who, for being con- 
nected by marriage with two of the chief 
gentry, and possessing much property in 
in the province, was accused, and escaped 
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them 42,850 yin, is an evident attempt at | denunciation only through the favour of 


the Governor, The expectant Prefect, 
Wang Chih-fan, by his maladministration 
of the Huk‘ou Likin Office, excited the 
complaints of the mercantile body. When 
an Imperial Rescript called for a report 
from Li Wen-min, he suppressed the truth- 
ful statements of Ta Ch‘un-pu, his first 
deputy, and reported the false investigation 
of Miu Té-fén. ; 

(b) He places confidence in his unworthy 
secretaries. The private secretary Kav 
Lung-yen, who has been. established in the 
Governor's Yamén for more than ten 
years, presumes on his position, regulates 
the appointments of secretaries to the pre- 
fects and lower magistrates, and is the 
patron of most of the disreputable officials 
of the province, Kao Lung-yen’s younger 
brother assumed his father’s name, and 
got appointed to Kiangsi, where he re- 
ceived excellent official commissions. The 
secretary usurps the government of the 
province, and a general outcry is raised 
against him. 

(c) Li Wén-min’s abilities are below the 
mark. The Governor is unfit for import- 
ant business, but his obstinacy is such that 
he will not impartially select able men to 
help him. Last year, to gratify a whim of 
his own, he moved the granaries at an 
enormous expense ; and, when the change 
proved not a success, he set about building 
fresh ones. His want of energy on behalf 
of the State has caused a deficit in the 
money-payment which now takes the 
place of the grain-tribute. ‘The disregard 
of his people, which he shews in not im- 
proving irrigation, providing against a 
plague, or building dykes, made the floods 
this year most destructive. 

(d) His personal conduct is improper. 
In December 1880, he bought a concubine 
for Ts. 3000 ; after a month he repudiated 
her and got the Magistrate of Nanch‘ang 
to demand the repayment of her price : the 
case was settled after a long time had 
elapsed. In April 1881, he bought another 
concubine, the adopted daughter of his 
private secretary, Yang Hsiao-lien. Her 
family brought an action against the secre- 
tary, which was hushed up with much 
difticulty by the Governor’s agents, These 
affairs are kuown to the whole Empire; 
satirical notices of Li Wén-min are fastened 
on the walls, and a doggerel poem of 25 
verses, ridiculing him, is, the memorialist 
hears, in circulation, For these reasons 
the memorialist requests that a high official 
be sent to investigate Li Wén-min’s cou- 
duct. He suggests P‘eng Yii-lin as a suit- 
able officer for this mission, as he is well 
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acquainted with the state of the people, 
and the character of the officials along the 
| Yangtzt. 

December 17th.—(Abstract of Memo- 
rials), ‘Tso Tsung-t‘aug requests marks of 
approbation for the gentry and people who 
have contributed to the Anhwui Relief 
Fund.—Granted by Reascript. 

(1) Tao Tsung-t‘ang reports the result 
ofthe enquiry he was ordered to make into 
the charges brought against Li Wén-min. 
As to the first count, viz., that he trusts 
to and employs his private friends, the 
memorialist finds the charges against 
- Ch‘iao '[‘ing-k'uei are well founded. There 
is no proof that the Governor shared the 
profits of his illegal purchase of wood to 
’ be resold to the government ; but he did 
favour Ch‘iao T‘ing-k‘uei unduly. Wang 
Chih-fan, while in charge of the lekin 
office, was not actuated by private in- 
terest; the Governor did not denounce 
him because he greatly increased the 
' receipts. Kao Lung-yen’s misconduct is 
not so grave as was reported ; but he 
’ certainly has promoted his friends to serve 
- ag private secretaries throughout the pro- 
vince, and he has excited public criticism. 
- The other charges—buying concubines and 
- repudiating them, trausferring the site of 
' the granaries, failing to guard against 
locusts and floods, neglecting the grain 
- tribute collection, are all explained away. 
But the memorialist observes that Li Wén- 
’ min is nearly 70 years of age, and his 
: powers are failing ; he constantly suffers 
: from fits of lethargy ; and he is liable to be 
led astray in his administrative measures 
“ and employment of men. The memorialist 
: requests that he be ordered to resign 
his post and return to his home. 

Chfiao T‘ing-k‘uei and Yang Chén- 
ch‘ing shonld be cashiered ; Kao Lung-yen 
is to be ordered to return home, and not 
allowed to linger in Kiangsi.—See Decree 
in Gazette of 2nd December. 


(2) Memorial from Li Ho-nien, Governor 


of Honan. ‘the Ku-lu River (BR Sis) 


rises to the west of Jung-yang, and flows’ 


throush Jung-tsé, Chén-chou, and Chu 
Hsien Chén to Huai-an fu. Vessels used 
to reach Chu-hsien, which was a centre of 
trade for the whole province. The silting 
up of its bed in the reign of Tao-kwang 
closed the river; in spite of repeated 
Rescripts and the expenditure of several 
Tis. 100,000, the passage was obstructed 
by shoals which formed quicker than they 
could be dredged away. The Rebellion 
: Interrupted all river-works ; and, though 
~ In 1864 the bed of the river was deepened 
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by the memorialist’s successor, Ch‘ien Ting- 
ming, no sooner was the work completed 
than the shoals formed again. The memo- 
rialist, after careful survey, has had a new 
channel made, by the labour of the irregular 
forces, from Chu-h‘sien to Wang-t‘ang, 
eight li to the westward, and now the whole 
course of the river is open, vessels sail up 
to Chu-hsien without meeting any obstacle, 
and the trade is reviving. The memorialist 
begs to bring the exertions of Chiang Tung- 
ts‘ai, Commander of the Light Battalion of 
Honan irregulars, to His Majesty’s notice. 
—A Rescript orders the Board to consider 
what special mark of approhation should 
be bestowed on Chiang Tung-ts‘ai. 

December 18th.—(1) Wén-ching (ICH) 
is appointed Police Censor of the Northern 
Division of the City. 

(2) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
from T‘u Tsung-ying, dismissing the Dis- 
trict Magistrate of Kuang Hua for stupidity 
and laziness ; the Magistrate of Ch‘ien 
Chiang for illegal delegation of his duties and 
general misconduct ; the Magistrate of P‘u 
Chi for confirmed eccentricity ; and the 
Police Master of Ch‘ien Chiang for accept- 
ing uvlawful duties, and for frivolity aud 
impetuosity. 

(8) Memorial from Ch‘ing-i, Censor of 
the Kiangsi Circuit, denouncing the Dis- 
trict Mayistrate of Chii-lu in Shun-té fu. 
Kuan-t‘ing t‘sun and twenty-three other 
villages of that district were, in the reign 
Kienlung, relieved from all forced service, 
as may be proved by searching the archives 
of the magistracy or referring to the 
memorial pillar erected in the villages. 
Yet, on the occasion of the funeral of the 
late Empress, the magistrate let his extor- 
tionate clerks, Shényg Chén-té ete., levy 
from these villages fifteen’ horses or their 
estimated value, Tls. 700. The inhabitants 
appealed to the exemption formerly granted 
them; but the Police Master, who was in 
charge during the magistrate’s absence, 
concealed the record, and demanded a 
heavy bribe. The inhabitants requested 
the Director of Education to intercede for 
them, and offered Tis. 100; but the Polico 
Master refused such a small sum, and 
would grant them no relief. On appeal to 
the Prefect, only twelve horses, or Ts. 
288, were ordered to becontributed. This 
sum was accordingly paid over to the Di- 
rector of Education. The annual examina- 
tion being at hand, the Director, because 
no bribe had been promised him, revenged 
himself on Chang Shu-t‘ien, alicentiate, who 
acted as spokesman for the villages, by in- 
citing the magistrate to report that the in- 





habitants had refused to pay a government 
levy, had formed an unlawful assembly and 
made a riot in a public office. The de- 
puties of the inhabitants were sent to the 
prefectural prison, without any opportunity 
of defence being given them. Such illegal 
proceedings caused general discontent, and 
serious trouble might have arisen. ‘The 
memorialist asks for an investigation by 
the Governor-General of Chihli; and, as 
such extortion probably exists in the other 
provinces also, he prays that the high 
authorities throughout the Kimpire be in- 
instructed to make enquiries from time to 
time and to denuounce all similar mal- 
practices, 

(4) Li Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi, 
reports that over Tls. 100,000 will be re- 
quired for the restoration of the embank- 
ments in that province. Such an enorm- 
ows sum = cannot be at once obtained ; 
but the memorialist has ordered the Fi- 
nancial Commissioner to devise means for 
supplying it in instalments. ‘The dykes 
have hitherto been kept up by the con- 
tributions of the people; but so vast is 
the injury inflicted by the floods this year 
that His Majesty fs prayed not to exact 
repayment from the people. This re- 
mission will not be allowed to become a 
precedent. When the exact sum needed 
has been ascertained, the Governor will 
make a further report.—Granted by Res- 
cript. 

(5) Kunyinpu, Tartar General at Hang- 
chow, requests that Chung-chih, a military 
graduate and Yiin Ch‘i Yii (hereditary 
noble of the 8th rank), may be deprived 
of his rank and brought to trial. Chung- 
chih quarrelled with another Yiin Ch‘i Yii 
belonging to Chapu, and mortally wounded 
him. Orders have been given to the Civil 
Commissary and the Magistrate of Ch‘ien- 
tfaug to hold an inquest, and Chung-chih 
has been arrested and imprisoned.—Grant- 
ed by Rescript. ; 

December 10th.—(1) Report from Chang 
Shu-shéng on the alleged unlawful levy of 
horses for the government service from 
Kuan-t‘ing and other villages of Chii-lu 
hsien. (See Gazette of December 18th, 

The memorial pillar, appealed to by the 
Censor as proving the exemption of the 
Viliages from all government service, com- 
miemorates the relief of the twenty-six (not 
twenty-four) villages from contribution to 
the construction of roads, the preparation 
of lodging, or the supply of the wants of 
the Emperor; and, though there is no 
definite record, the villages have always 
had to provide horses for the Imperial 
service. ‘The last occasion un which hurses 
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were levied was the 28th year of ‘ao Kwan:,; 
last year, on account of the bad harvest in 
Yi-chou Asien aud the plentiful harvest in 
Chii-lu, fifteen horses (afterwards reduced 
to nine), were demanded from the villages. 


Chang Shu-tfien, imagiuing that the 
villages were exempt from all service, 
appealed to the Police Master, who 


could find no record of such exemption. 
As the Director of Education, when ap- 
pealed to, refused to intercede for them, 
Chang Shu-t‘ien suspected that the proors 
of the exemption were concealed, and re- 
fused to obey the order. ‘The Police Master 
reported the facts to the Iutendant ; Chang 
Shu-t‘ien, hearing of it, lodged a compiaint 
at the prefecture, aud the villagers were 
ordered to await the return of the mayis 
trate, who meauwhile advanced the amount 
in dispute. In the 10th moon the mayis- 
trate returned, and ordered the supply of 
the horses to be commuted for a payment of 
Tis. 240. Chany Shu-t‘ien and his com- 
panions raised 816 two by subscription 
throughout the villages, and appealed ayain 
to the prefect, who several times remon- 
strated with them, butin vain, The mazis- 
trate having discovered a spurious inscrip- 
tion, stating that the villages should not pay 
the tax on the sale of land, nor the land-tax, 


“Li Hung-chang, Governor Goneral at the 


time, ordered the trial of Chang Shu-tien 
and his accomplices. Chang Shu-t’ien was 
frightened at the loss of his degree, and 
gave back the money subscribed to the 
villagers, that they might pay the levy. 
Soon after, the magistrate was denounced, 
and au Imperial Decree ordered the in- 
vestigation of the case. Li Hung-chang’s 
deputy ascertained the real facts, and, with 
the Prefect of Shun-té fu, held a trial of 
the parties, when they confessed the truth. 
The memorialist had a fresh inquiry held, 
which established the correctness of the 
above statements. Chany Shu-t’ien, under 
the law against trying to influence the 
authorities by false evidence, is liable tu 
trausportation for life ; but, in considera. 
tion of his not having collected an unlaw- 
ful assembly, nor extorted money from the 
people, he is seutenced to 100 blows and 
three years’ transportation. His cum- 
panions receive less severe punishment ; 
and the magistrate, the police master and 
the clerks are exonerated of all blame. 

December 20th —Court Circular,—The 
Prince of Kung returned thanks to His 
Majesty for a gift of silk and satin. 

(1) A Decree, commanding the Board of 
Punishments to decide the various penal- 
ties incurred by the High Authorities of 
certain provinces, who are responsible for 





the excessive leniency of the awards in 
several autumn assize cases. Lust year, six 
cases from Moukden, five from the Hu- 
kwaug, and the same number from Honan, 
were changed by the Board from ‘ defer- 
red” to “proved.” This year, a similar 
alteration has had to be made with regard 
to thirteen cases from Ssi-chuan, ten from 
Moukden, and eleven from Chihli. As 
the previous Decree (Sept. 23) enjoined 
on them, the Provincial Authorities should 
fully investigate all cases and decide them 
in accordance with statutes. They must 
not err on the side of severity, nor, from 
fear of excessive rigour, relax the due 
measure of punishment. Their object 
should be to observe the laws by impartial 
decisions, neither unjustly severe nor 
improperly lenient. This Decree is to be 
promulgated throughout the Empire. 

(2) Chang P’ei-lun is appointed (actiny) 
Senior Vice-President of the Censorate 

(3) Fang Tan-shih is summoned to the 
Capital to await further employment ; and 
Yi P’ei-shén is appointed Financial Com- 
missioner of Shansi in his place : the latter 
is succeeded as judge of Kweichow by 


Tséng Chi-fong (4 A FE). 

(4) A Decree, compelling Wang Chih- 
han, Sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, to retire with the button of his 
rank. The Censor, Ch’én Ch’i-t’ai, has 
denounced him as decrepit and of mediocre 
ability. 

(5) A Decree, handing over to the Board 
of Punishments for the determination of a 
penalty Pi Tao-yuan, Shao Héng-yii, and 
their colleagues, who confess that they 
have omitted to bestow two extra degrees 
granted for competition at this year's exa- 
mination of military graduates. 

(6) Memorial from Wang Wén-shao, ask- 
ing leave to vacate his offices and return 
home. Throughout his official career the 
menorialist has ever been accompanied by 
his mother. When he was appointed to 
the Grand Council, his mother was 79 
years of aye; but he did not dare to decline 
the post of which His Majesty thought him 
worthy. After ashort interval, he obtained 
leave of absence and brought his mother to 
Peking. Five years have elapsed since 
then, during which his mother has been 
longing to return to her native place; but, 
knowing the pressure of public business, 
the memorialist has kept silence. Of late 
he has been implicated in the Yiinnan 
case, which proves that he does not enjoy 
the public confidence and respect. He is 
conscious of his own unworthiness ; but 
His Majesty, instead of rigorously calling 


Google 








209 


him to account, has ordered him to con- 
tinue to strive to requite His bounty. He 
dare uot reiterate his request, after re- 
ceiving His Majesty's detinite commands. 
Besides, to retire to his home would have 
the appearance of avoiding the investigation 
of the Yiinnan case. But his mother is 83 
years of aye, and her eaver desire for home 
has been increased by the memorialist’s ill- 
success in oftice. DLrothers he has none, 
and mother and son depend on one another 
and cannot endure to be separated. After 
deep consideration, he can only pray that, 
by special favour, he may be allowed to 
retire and minister to his ayed parent. He 
will not start for Chekiang, however, till 
the Yiinnan case is decided.—(Sve Gazelle 
of 2nd December.) 

December 21st.—(Abstract of Memorials) 


—Yu-lu reports that Liu Ping-chang (3?) 


Fe Tia), formerly Governor of IKiangsi, 


has started for Peking on the completion 
of his term of mourning. 

(1) A Decree, in auswer to a memorial 
from Chang P’ei-lun requesting that his 
appointment to act as Senior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Censorate may be cancelled, 
commanding him to obey the former 
Decree. 

(2) Wang Wén-shao renews his entreaty 
to be allowed to vacate his post. He was 
overwhelmed with grateful awe by His 
Majesty’s Decree (Dec. 2.) He bethought 
him that, with his poor abilities, he has 
been unable to repay in the least degree 
the Bounty that has repeatedly honoured 
him with appointments in the City and in 
the provinces, and his errors have been 
multiplied by the want of public confidence. 
His request for punishment met with a 
refusal, and his prayer for leave to resign 
his oflice to wait on his mother was nega- 
tived : how dare he reiterate his request ? 
But, if he continue to disgrace his post, 
not only will he himself lose reputation 
—a small matter, but His Majesty 
will be perturbed. As an official, the 
memorialist is possessed of no_ pre- 
eminent abilities, he only exerts the 
powers he has to the utmost : personally, 
he has no extraordinary talents, but he 
must distinguish between righteousness 
and gain. At present how can he defend 
himself from the charge of seeking gain, of 
which the public voice accuses him? The 
memorialist further urges his mother’s 
keen longing to return home. Thus he is 
perplexed by the fear of failing to shew 
even the gratitude of a dog to His Majesty, 
or of falling short of the duty a son owes 
his parent. Further hesitation aud silence 
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would increase his guilt. He has no option, 
therefore, but to renew his request for 
leave to retire. (See Gazette of 4th 
December.) 

(3) Memorial from Tso Tsung-t‘ang. 
Pawnshops are established in the interest 
of the poor. Though it is now nineteen 
years since Kiangnan was restored to the 
Empire, the province has not recovered its 
former condition, and special efforts must 
be made to relieve the distressed state of 
the people. The memorialist found that 
the rate of interest charged by pawnshops, 
and the period for redeeming pledges varied 
considerably in Kiangnan, to the detriment 
of the people. He therefore fixed the 
monthly interest on all pledges at 2 p.c., 
and the period within which goods must 
be redeemed at twenty-seven months, and 
he decided that, besides the duty, pawn- 
shops in the cities must contribute to the 
public service 20,000 cash, in the country 
12,000 cash, every month. On all public 
funds issued to the shops only 12 p.c. 
was to be paid annually ; and all irregular 
fees were done away with. These reforms 
he communicated to his subordinates, and 
announced to the people by a public notice. 
Complaints from Hs Chow and several 
places iu Anhwui, that the new regulations 
pressed too hard on the shopkeepers, have 
induced him to remit the payment of in- 
terest on the public funds. The Financial 
Commissioner has been instructed to con- 
sider what scheme of repayment shall be 
adopted. Shopkeepers who do not exact 
interest during bad years will be entitled 
to marks of approbation. Hereafter, any 
secret breach of the regulations, increasing 
the interest on advance or shortening the 
time of redemption, and any extortion on 
the part of the clerks, will be punished.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 

December 22ud.—(1) Memorial from 
Wei Jung-kuang. The Governor of An- 
hwui having reported that Ts’ui Tsun-zi, 
Grain Intendant of Yiinnan, who was 
summoned to the Capital for examination 
with regard to the Yiinnan case, had not 
returned home, the memoralist directed 
inquiries to be made at the places in 
Kiangsu on the way from Peking to An- 
hwui. The Magistrate of Tan-t’u now 
reports that, on 16th November, a servant 
of Ts’ui Tsun-zi’s, named Mu Shéng, re- 
ported that his master had died of sickness 
on board a vessel within the jurisdiction 
of Pan-t’u. Mu-shéng said that f's’ui Tsun- 
yi started from Peking for his home on 
August 10th, and on September 27th reached 
Yii-t’ai in Shantung, where he fell ill, and 
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| died on 18th October. 


His remains had 
been carried by his family to his native 
place on 16th November. The servant 
handed to the magistrate the deceased 
officer's warrant to return home. The 
magistrate, considering that the delay of 
a whole month in making the report, and 
the statement that the coffin had been 
taken to Anhwui, looked most suspicious, 
especially as the servant's statement was 
confused, reported the.occurrenee with all 
speed. The memorialist has written to 
Auhwui to have inquiries instituted, and 
has ordered the T’an-t’u magistrate to care- 
fully examine tho servant as to the truth 
oot report. (See Gazette of December 
th. 


December 23rd.—(Abstract of Memo- 
rials). Tséng Kuo-ch’uan requests that no 


more petty officials Gi ) may be sent 
to Kwang-tung for two years, their num- 
ber being still in excess of the appoint- 
ments open to them in that province. 

(1) Memorial from Chang Shu-shéng, 
requesting the dismissal of Wang Hai-ch'i, 
acting Magistrate of the Hain-té district of 
Chihli. This officer imprisoned a man, 
named Ma Yung-ch’ang, who reported that 
he had been robbed, on the ground that 
there was no proof of the alleged crime. 
The man died suddenly next day ; and the 
magistrate, on enquiry being held, tried by 
false statements to escape punishment. 
The memorialist has again and again eu- 
joined on the inferior magistrates that 
they must obey the improved regulations 
for the trial of lawsuits, and must not impri- 
son innocent persons; but Wang Hsi-ch’i, 
without carefully investigating the affair, 
rashly decided that Ma Yung-ch’ang’s atate- 
ment was false and had him imprisoned, 
thereby causing his death,—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(2) Chang Shu-shéng requests that the 
magistrate of Sha-ho may be cashiered, 
but retained to assist in the capture of 
Ch‘iao Ken-ni, who murdered nine and 
wounded four persons at a village in that 
district. Four months have elapsed with- 
out the magistrate’s having succeeded in 
arresting him.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Tu Jui-lien reports that in Kweichow 
there are no licentiates of the age of eighty 
or ninety, who have attended three succes- 
sive provincial examinations. Sun Ho-tan 
is eighty-two years of age, but became a 
licentiate only in 1878. 

(4) Chang Shu-shéng reports a case of 
double murder in the Ta-ch‘éng district of 
Chihli. A woman, whose husband had 
gone to another village to obtain employ- 
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_ ment, entered into an illicit connection 
with Ch‘én Chi-yu, a friend of her hus- 
band’s. Finding, after several years, that he 
had no more money, she treated him coldly 
and devoted herself to Pai Hsing-liang. 
Ch’én Chi-yu at first determined to murder 
his rival, and lay in wait for him outside 
the woman’s house ; but he did not appear. 
Afterwards, brooding over the conduct 
of the woman, he became so incensed at 
her that he burst in the door, and murdered 
her and her son, a boy of fourteen. He is 
sentenced to immediate execution, his 
head to be exposed as a warning to others 
| Pai Hesing-ling suffers the penalty for 
adultery, viz. one month in the cangue 
and 100 blows. The husband of the wo- 
man is proved to have been ignorant of her 
misbehaviour, and incurs no punishment. 

December 24th.—(1) Memorial from Li 
’ Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi. The salt- 
' tax supplies the greater part of the revenue ; 
and the prevention of smuggling accelerates 
: the consumption of government salt. Ten 
prefectures of Kiangsi use salt from the 
: Liang Huai; and, as these marts are ex- 
‘ posed to the encroachments of unlicensed 
- salt on every side, officers were sent to 
erect a cordon of barriers for the capture 
- of smuggled salt. These officials can fulfil 
their duties only by cleanhanded conduct 
- and earnest endeavour. The memorialist 
* then proceeds to denounce Hung Hsi-ch’ou, 
- an expectant Magistrate in charge of the 
Lé-p’ing district barrier, who is reported 
to neglect his duties and to have opened a 
salt shop in partnership with a shopkeeper, 
Chang I-kang, and a coal-mine in partner- 
ship with one of his subordinates, and 
to devote himself solely to gain. The 
memorialist further hears that Chang 
I-k’ang sold Chekéang salt as well as Huai 
salt, which caused much scandal ; and that 
some bad characters set fire and to plun- 
dered his shop. Hung Hsi-ch’ou lost his 
official seal and papers in the fire, which 
he falsely reported as accidental. He com- 
pelled the people to make good his losses. 
For such flagrant misconduct the memo- 
rialist asks for his immediate dismissal.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Liang 
Kwang, the Governor of Kwangtung, and 
the Superintendent of Customs at Canton, 
report the despatch of Tls. 337,820, being 
the fourth instalment of be subsidy due 
from the Canton customs fo Peking. 

December 25th.—(1) Tséng Kuo-ch‘uan 
and Yi K‘uan, in a joint memorial, report 
the despatch to Peking of Tls. 82,130, 
being the fourth instalment of the subsidy 
due from the salt revenue of Kwangtung 
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to the Central Government for the present 
year. The total subsidy for 1882 (‘I'ls. 
350,000) has now been remitted to the 
Capital. 

(2) Ming-an Military Governor of Kirin, 
reports that he has obtained a further sup- 


ply of ginseng and lu-jung, BB ®) viz., 
29 sprigs of the former and two sets of the 
latter, which he has had carefully packed 
and sent to Peking. The ginseng cost 
Tis. 1,469, and the lu-jung Tis. 355 ; these 
expenses he has defrayed from the duty on 
cultivated ginseng.—Rescript : Noted. 

December 26th.—(1) A Decree, depriving 
Sun Chia-mu, Second Class Assistant 
Secretary of the Board of Revenue, of his 
oftice, aud ordering him to be put on his 
trial, P‘an Yiu-chang, who, after repeated 
urgent summonses, has not appeared for 
examination, is dismissed from the public 
service, and the authorities of Yiinnan, of 
Hunan (his native province), and of the 
other provinces through which he is likely 
to pass, are commanded to arrest him and 
send him to Peking. Lung Chi-tung, 
Second Class Assistant Secretary of the 
Board of Revenue, is to resign his post and 
await trial. This Decree is founded on the 
farther reports of Liu-shu and P‘an Tsu- 
yin, who were appointed to investigate the 
Yunnan accounts case, 

(2) Jén Tao-jung, Governor of Shan- 
tung, reports a case of adultery and 
murder, in which the woman and her 
paramour (a young cousin of her hus- 
band’s) threw the corpse into a river. 
The woman is sentenced to death by the 
ling ch‘ih process, an award that, as she has 
since died, will be carried out on her body. 
The adulterer is sentenced to immediate 
execution. 

(3) In a postscript memorial, Jén Tao- 
jung reports the payment of the following 
sums :— 

Tis. 
Fifth instalment of the subsidy to 

the Capital for 1882............ ++eeee*60,000 
Contribution to the, Consolidated 

Fund for the 11th and 12th moons 

K.S. VII 
Subscription to the River Works 


and Guard of Chihli for 1883...... 20,000 
Interest on the price of materials 

supplied by Honan ......scesseceeee . 1,000 
Interest on Imperial funds, due to 

Board of Works (1882) ............ 6,250 
Scale and porterage on above ..... . 206 


Interest on Imperial funds, due to 
the Imperial Household (1882)... 


6,250 





* Sent to the Boaad of Revenue, 


Scale and porterage on above ...... 
Tenth instalment of subsidy due 
from the salt revenue to Peking 20,000 


Scale and ration allowances ......... 600 
Scale allowances owing on subsidies 
for 1878, 1880, 1881, 1882......... 671 





Total Ts. 125,183 





Rescript :—Let the proper Board take 
note. 

December 27th.—(1) A Decree, in an- 
swer to a memorial fiom Jén Tao-jung, 
Governor of Shantung. ‘The breach made 


by the Yellow River at T‘ao-yiian ke 


has been speedily repaired, through the 
exertions of the Governor and his subor- 
dinates, and Tls. 300,000 less than the 
original estimate have been expended. 
The Board is ordered to consider the 
special mark of approbation due to Jén 
Tao-jung. ‘The list of rewards to the other 
officials engaged in the work occupies five 
payes of the Gazette. The Governor is 
permitted to submit merely a concise state- 
ment of the expenditure incurred. 


(2) Wang Pang-hsi (FE Fh is ap- 
pointed Groom of the Library. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang. The memorialist some time ago 
reported that Yen Tso-lin, one of the 
gentry, had offered to contribute 15,000 
strings of cash for the relief of the distress 
in Auhwui. Yen ‘T’'so-lin now represents 
that the above sum was subscribed not by 
him alone but by the gentry and people of 
Soochow, Shanghai, Yangchow, and Chen- 
kiang ; that the further contributions were 
also made by the whole body of geutry ; 
that he himself undertook the distribution 
of the funds, and his expenses, Tls. 800, 
were provided by the subscribers, and did 
not come out of the amount contributed, 
The memorialist requests that, as the fund 
was collected aud managed by Yen ‘T'so-lin, 
some special reward may be bestowed on 
him, in spite of his disclaiming the merit 
of heading the subscription list.—Grauted 
by Rescript. 

December 28th.—(1) Ch‘éng-han (AK 

) is appointed a Reader of the Hanlin 
College; and is succeeded as Expositor by 
Liang-kuei (BED 

(2) Memorial from Tu Jui-lien, Governor 
of Yiinnan, reporting the death of an 
escaped convict. Huang Hung-fa belonged 


to Ssii-ch‘uan, whence he came with several 
companions to Yiiunan. The whole party 
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were vayabonds without any proper means 


| of subsistence. In 1878 Huang Hung-fa was 


an accessory in a case of murderand robbery 
in Lu-fénghsien. He and the other criminals 
were seized by the Magistrate and confined 


in the cage (Fi) of the prison. In 1880 


the prisoners tuok advantage of a violent 
storm to wrench off their fetters, wound or 
kill the warders, and escape over the wall, 
which had been blown down. Several of 
the band were arrested and summarily 
executed, and orders were given for tlie 
capture of the others. Huang Hung-fa, 
after his escape, assumed the name of Wang 
Kua-mien, afid went into hiding. In 
November, 1881, he reached the Kuany- 
t‘ung district where he met Hu Lao-shih 
and others who all complained of their 
miserable poverty. Huang Uung-fa, hav- 
ing revealed his escape from prison and 
his change of name to the others, per- 


suaded them to join him in robbivg 
one Shih Chfing-wu. This they did, 
wounding Shih Ch‘ing-wu’s wife and 


frightening Shih Ch‘ing-wu and _ his ser- 
vants out of the house. They then separ- 
ated. Huang Hung-fa concealed himself 
in Hu Lao-shih’s house, where he was sur- 
rounded by the police who had tracked 
him from Lu-féng and the Kuang-t‘ung 
constables, and slain after making a desper- 
ate resistance. Most of his accomplices 
were captured, and the booty recovered. 
The case was tried by the Prefect, who 
submitted the decision to the Guvernor. 
The escaped convicts are all legally liable 
to immediate execution for breaking 
prison. Huang Huny-fa, after committing 
a capital crime, broke prison, and resisted 
the police. He shvuuld be sentenced to 
immediate decapitation, his head to be 
exposed at the scene of his crime. As he 
has been slain, only the latter part of the 
sentence can be carried out. Those of his 
companions captured have all been sum- 
marily executed ; those still at large must 
be arrested. 

December 29th.—( Abstract of memo- 
rials), Chang Shu-shéng asks leave to 
retire on account of increasing illness. A 
Rescript grants him three months’ leave. 
Li Ho-nien reports having sent the convict, 
Hu Tian, to Peking. 

(1) A Decree, in reply to memorials 
from Chi-ko aud Yu Po-chfuan, Superin- 
tendents of the Peking Granaries, report- 
ing the completion of the grain transport 
for 1882, and requesting rewards for the 
officers that have exerted themselves. The 
tribute of rice and grain, forwarded from 
Kiangsu and Chékiang by sea, and from 
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Shantung and the provinces north of the 
Yangtze by the Grand Canal, the regular 
contribution of rice and pulse from Shéng- 
ching, and the grain purchased by Hupei, 
have all reached T‘ung-chow in safety. 
Let the Board consider what reward is due 
to Chi-ko, Yu Po-ch‘uan, and Hai-chén, 
aud report on the cases of the officers 
recommended by the Superintendents. 

(2) A Decree, in answer to a memorial 
from the Censor Ho Erh-ch’ang, reporting 
an earthquake, asking for a Rescript order- 
ing relief to be given to the sufferers, and 
requesting that, in awe of this calamity, 
the administration be improved. Chang 
Shu-shéng lately reported earthquakes in 
Shén-chou and other places, which injured 
the public offices aud city walls, aud over- 
threw many private dwellings. We at 
once ordered relief to be given, urging the 
Governor to ascertain the extent of the 
disaster, and earnestly labour to show 
effectual kindness to the people. : 

The frequent signs and and judgments 
of late years are manifest warnings sent by 
the Powers above. ‘We have searched 
Our heart in the retirement of Our palace 
and are overcome with trembling awe. 
Ye, Our officers, must, in reverent obedience 
to Our repeated edicts, devote yourselves 
heart and soul to the performance of your 
duties, honestly searching for the right ; 
ye must beware of blind adherence to in- 
Veterate custom; ye must not yield to 
sloth or neglect, nur look on Our admoni- 
tions as empty words. The joys and the 
sorrows of the people’s life are alike due 
to their governors. The High Authorities 
of every province should, therefore cast 
off all ties of favoritism, earnestly strive 
after reform, and act so as to encourage 
the good and punish the unworthy. The 
grand object of all must be to render the 
administration excellent, the people happy, 
and so second Our deep desire to take 
home to Our heart the waruings of dis- 
aster, and to diligently seek to perfect Our 
government, 

(3) A Decree. Yeu Ching-ming denounces 
a provincial commissioner and two former 
secretaries of the Board of Revenue, whom 
the public voice accuses of avarice, and 
requests that they be not allowed to re- 
side in the capital. Let Yao Chin-yiian, 
Treasurer of Kwangtuny, ‘Tung Chiin-han, 
Iutendant at Ich‘ang, and Yaug Hung-tien, 
an expectant Intendant on the Hupei 
establishment, be dismissed from the pyblic 
service and forthwith return to their homes, 

(4) Chang Shu-shéng requests leave to 
issue TIs. 25,200 for the purchase of 
2,400,000 bundies of millet stalks for ri- 
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vetting the face of the embankments along 
the course of the Yung-ting river. The 
banks are of loose sand, and every flood 
undermines them, aud carries away great 
parts of the face of the dykes. As the 
stalks have to be purchased at some dis- 
tance from the spot, the memorialist fur- 
ther asks that the issue of ‘I'ls. 8,500 for 
carriage may be authorised.—Grauted by 
Rescript. 

December 30th.—(1) A Decree, in an- 
swer to the report of Lin-shu and P*‘an 
Tsu-yin, that a Censor is implicated in the 
Yiinnan case, ordering the Censor Li 


Yii-‘hua (PA ee to resign his post 


and await examination. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung, reporting the steps taken to 
repair the breach in the embankments 
along the Yellow River at ‘Tao Yiian, 
The memorialist was urged by Imperial 
Decree of November 22ud to have the 


breach filled up before the ice term (ge 
HL), that agricultural operations next 


spring might not be delayed. He at once 
apportioned the work to the various ofticers, 
and called for a supply of materials from 
the local magistrates. Careful examina- 
tion of the breach showed that, as the 
waters set strongly through it, a dam must 
be made to break the force of the current. 
This was done with the aid of the soldiery ; 
and the pressure on the ends of the em- 
bankments gradually diminished. The 
memorialist, desirous to take advantage 
of the favourable opportunity, urged the 
despatch of material's, aud already more 
than half the required amount has arrived, 
Fearing the approach of the cold weather, 
when the difticulties of the work will be 
much increased, the memorialist has fixed 
the 8th December as the date for extending 
the embankments on each side of the 
breach. The memorialist has exhorted his 
subordinates to push on the work day and 
night, and hopes that the new dykes will 
meet in the centre of the breach at an early 
date. The Governor has done all he 
can to economise the cost of these repairs ; 
he will subinit detailed accounts as soon 
as the work is completed.—A Rescript en- 
joins speed and exertion so as to complete 
the restoration of the dyke at an early date. 

December 3lst.—(1) The Governor of 
Kwangsi reports the number of candidates 
above the age of 80 at the late provincial 
examination. There were in all eight aged 
licentiates, one of whom is over 90 years 
of age. The Governor observed that they 
were all hale and vigorous, and their essays 
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were well-written and sensible. He prays 
His Majesty to bestow on these aged 
scholars some mark of approbation. — 
Rescript : Let the Board of Rites consider 
and report. 

(2) Memorial from the Ministers of the 
Grand Oouncil. The Secretary Tséng-ho 
having been appointed Censor of the Honan 


Circuit, it is proposed to appoint Fu-chi, 

Writer (bitkeshi) of the Board of Revenue, 

to the vacancy thus caused. Yen-chih, an 

expectant Secretary of the Grand Secre- 

tariat, will succeed Fu-ch‘i as Secretary on 

pope in the Grand Council.—Rescript : 
oted. 
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1, Ine 37, for randum read random. 


1, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, a” 
1, ” 
1, ”» 
1, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
2, 
1, ” 
1, ” 
2, 
2, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
2, ” 
, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
1, 99 
1, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
2, 
2, 99 
1, ” 
2, ” 
1, ” 
1, ” 
1, oD 


28, for depowed read deprived. 
39, for in read rice. 
2, for paying read praying. 
before upon insert itself. 
40, for and read send, 
38, for years read yards. 
43, for broops read troops. 
55, for water-light read water-tight. 
19, for tille read title, 
53, before issues insert to time, 
21, for wood read hood. 
27, for impotted read imported. 
47, for full read fall, 
6, for will read well, 
3, for to read on, 
41, for matter read manner, 
8, for refray read defray. 
54, for death read dearth. 
33, after same insert time, 
36, for all read at. 
6, after time insert to time, 
12, for two read to. 
51, before Punishments insert the Board of. 
19, after oriyinal insert memorial. 
2, for war read was. 
31, for duties read diet es. 
18, before to insert brought, 
19, for deposition read disposition. 
26, before have insert they. 
33, for Desident read Resident. 
11, for Prefect read Gove nor. 
43, for denunciator read denouncer. 
17, for literari read literati. 
27, for Tientsin read 7'sitxihar. 
59, for prevented reid prevalent, 
25, for 20,2000 read 2u,000. 
14, for port read post. 
29, for rate read rote, 
55, for Prefectural read Governor's, 
3, for Prefectural read Governor's. 
18, for Governor read Groom. 
26, for and read need, 
29, after September insert 2nd, 
43, for Shansi read Shénsi, 
31, for Council read Purse, 
1, for reason read season, 
25, for slate read State, 
27, for on read an, 
57, for practical read poetical. 
1, 8, 38, 45, for Ch‘én read Shih. 
31, for ports read posts, 
13, for being read before. 
43, for by :ead day, 
33, for Superior read Supervisor. 
49, for Emperor's read Hmprese’. 
38, for Hanan read Honan. 
41, for seems read sums. 
55, fgr Financial read Judicial. 
29, for postal read portal, 
27, for 1887 read 1881. 
22, for Superiorate read Supervisorate. 
17, for Sub-Rector read Sub-Reader. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL TABLE 


OF THE 


HIGH OFFICIALS COMPOSING THE CENTRAL AND PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENTS OF CHINA. 


{Norge.—This Table, which first appeared in the China Review, has been revised to 
the end of 1882.] 


In the China Review of June, 1878, there appeared.a Table of Chinese 
Provincial Officials, compiled from notes that the late Mr. Mayers had 
made during his long residence in China. Mr. Mayers intended, had his 
life -been spared, to have prepared a much fuller record of the services of 
the principal metropolitan and provincial officials, and such a work from 
his pen would have been as valuable as interesting. The following Paper 
is an attempt to carry out on a very small scale Mr. Mayers’ design. 

-At present, unless from his own experience, any knowledge of the 
previous career of a Chinese official on the part of a foreigner must be 
exceptional. There is no work in a Western language to which reference 
can be made when a question arises as to the history of men and events 
in China since the Treaty of 1860. The Chinese do not write biographies 
of living statesmen; and there is no publication in Chinese giving the 
posts that a man has held previously to his present appointment. Unless 
access can be obtained to an official’s lali * 721 BE) or ¢ ER 4, or 
to the records of the Board of Civil Office, the student of modern Chinese 
biography is reduced to blae books and the files of the Peking Gazette. 

Where the search for reliable information is so difficult, mistakes are 
sure to abound; and it is undoubtedly so in the present case. For 
instance, it is often stated by foreigners with the best reputation for 
Chinese scholarship that Li Hung-chang is the son of a small farmer, 
and that he learnt the Classics while following the plough on his father’s 
farm, which of course would do him great credit—if it were true. In 
fact, however, the Grand Secretary is no exception to the rule that 
successful scholars come of old literary families; for he can boast five 
generations of lettered ancestors, and his father was a Fellow of the 
Hanlin College. 


— _ 


* The account of his previous career which every official must take with him 
when granted audience by the Emperor. 

+ The copy of his approved essay which every successful candidate at either 
of the higher examinations has printed for the edification of his friends. Besides the 
essay itself many particulars as to the author's parentage, &c. &c., are given. 
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Notes and Exeplunutions. 


(1) The ensuing Table includes the Ministers of the Grand Conncil, 
the Grand Sceretariat, and the Yamén of Forcign Affairs, composing the 
executive of the Central Government; and all civilian officers of the 
Provincial Governments above the rank of Taotai, with the exception of 
the Literary Chancellors (Hsiieh Chéng 3. BX). These officers take no 
part in the administration of executive government, and their names 
would merely cumber a List intended for the use of foreigners. In 
addition, all officers of and above the rank of Taotai concerned with 
International business in China or abroad have been included. 

(2) Besides the posts held after reaching the rank of Taotai, as far 
as they could be ascertained, the writer has entered in the List the native 
Province of each official, and his ch‘w shén cH ®) or mode of first 
appointment, whether by purchase or by obtaining a literary degree, and, 
if the latter, the degree taken. The data thus obtained suggest several 
considerations of interest. 

To those who regard China as under a foreign yoke it will scem 
strange that out of the 156 officials in this List, forming as they 
undoubtedly do the Supreme Government of the country, only 33 should 
be Manchus; yet such is the fact. The proportion of Manchus in the 
military service is perhaps greater; but it should be remembered that in 
China emphatically cedunt armu toge. 

It would appear that the purchase of office, from which huge sums 
have been obtained by the Government daring the last twenty years, has 
affected to a very small extent indeed the higher offices in tho State. 
Only 18 officials out of the 156 names in the List obtained their first 
appointment by purchase, and of these only 4 have reached the rank of 
Jadicial Commissioner. 


(3) In order to give an idea of the area of selection from which 
those who obtain the higher literary degrees in China aro taken, the 
following rough estimate has been prepared. 

Taking 30 years as the average age at which tho degree of 
Metropolitan Graduate is obtained, and supposing European mortality 
tables to hold good, cach man may be expected to live 32 years after 
taking that degree; and the examination being tricnnial, with tho 
addition of ngén k‘é ( A Fb or Special Grace Examinations, which may 
be estimated at 4 in the 32 years, there will bo alive at one time 14 
persons who have received the degree of Primus, and 4,900 Metropolitan 
Graduates, 350 being selected at each examination. Taking 25 years as 
the average age at which the degree of Provincial Graduate is taken, s 
man may be expected to live 36 ycars after taking the degree, and the 
other conditions being the same as with the Metropolitan Graduates, there 
will be alive at one time 21,168 Provincial Graduates, 1,323 being 
selected at each examination. Following Mr. Hippisley, who places the 
population of China at two hundred and fifty million, there will be 125 
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million males, of whom, according to the rongh native estimate,* one- 
fifth or 25 million receive enough education to bring them: within the 
area of selection. Then Primus is one in 1,785,000, a Metropolitan 
Graduate one in 5,100, and a Provincial Graduate one in 1,180. Mr. 
Galton, in his ‘‘ Hereditary Genius,” fixes the value of the epithet 
‘* eminent ” when used in that work as one in 4,000, and “illustrious” as 
one ina million. The distinction at home, which bears most resemblance 
to that of Primus in China, is perhaps that of Senior Wrangler a4 
Cambridge. Taking 23 as the average age of entrance to the Mathema- 
tical Tripos, there will be 37 Senior Wranglers alive at one time, 37 
being the expectation of life for a man at 23 ycars of age. The number 
of males in Great Britain is nearly 16 million. Taking the same 
proportion as in China, viz., } of that number as the area of selection, or 
3,200,000, a Senior Wrangler would be one in 86,500. This comparison 
will not bear scrutiny: it is suggested mercly as a help towards forming 
a rough idea of the value of degrees in China. 

(4) An admirable account of the various official ranks and degrees 
mentioned in the following Table, will be found in Mr. Mayers’ ‘* Chinese 
Government,” whence the English equivalents given below have been 
taken in every case. 

_ The following abbreviations have becn employed :— 

M. 45=Metropolitan Graduate of the year 1845. 

Pr.=Primus ; S.=Secundus; T.=Tertius; Q.—=Quartns. 

P. G.=Provincial Graduate. 

L.=Licentiate. 


H.=Honorary Degree wes +}. 

M. S.=Military Service (ee Hy). 

P.=Parchase [£4 AE]. 

To save space the first two figures have been omitted in writing the 
year, ¢.g. 79=1879, 

Ma.=Manchu. 

Mg.=Mongul. 

H.=Han-chiin, REN fi], the Chinese who went over to the Manchu 
side, when the latter possessed themselves of the Throne in the 17th 
.century—Chinese Bannermen, 

Chkg.—Chéhkiang ; Chli.—Chihli; Fkn.—Fuhkien ; Ho.—Honan ; 
Hn.—Hunan; Hp.—Hupeh; Kan.—Kausuh; KgsiimKiangsi; Kgsu. 
—Kiangsu; Kwei.—Kweichow; Kwtg.—Kwangtung ; Kwsi.—Kwangsi ; 
Ngh.—Nganhwei ; Shen.—Shensi ; Shsi.—Shansi; Shtg.—Shantung ; 
Szch.—Szech‘wan ; Yiin.—Yéinnan ; Two Kwang, Governor-Generalship 
of Kwangtung and Kwangsi; Two Kiang, Kiangsn, Neganhwei, and 
Kiangsi; Min Chéh, Fahkien and Chéhkiang ; Yiin Kwei, Yiinnan and 
Kweichow. 


" + a4 L i in the proportion of 2-4-2.2, 
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x%» The following Officers have been removed from the foregoing table :— 





Chang Haien, forced to resign ...Sept. 8, 1880 


Chin Kuo-shén, died .............. Aug. 1879 
Chun-chi, recalled .,...,....:00seseeeee 1880 
Ch‘ung-hon, cashiered .......,.......Jan. 1880 
Bachal, died .,......cccccorserseseer sooo an, 1878 


Fang Ting-lu, superseded........ wits 1880 
Fu Ch‘ing-i, dismissed ..,............. March 1880 
Ho Chao-ying, ordered to Peking 








as unfit for his post. ............ N 1880 
Haia Hsien-lun, died .......... ie . 1879 
Kung-hsitian, dismissed .. ..,........ 1881 
Li Ch‘ao-i, died ..........sccceeree »..May 1881 
Ling Chieb, died.. 1881 
Lin Hei-hung, dismissed ............ April 1881 
Liu Ping-lin, retired in ill-heath, 

1879 ; died.........ccccessevseeree oe 1882 


Google 


Pao-héng, dismissed .,............0.08 Jan, 185] 
Shén Kuei-jén, died ..................Feb, 1551 
Shih Jung-kuang, forced to retire.Jan. 1631 


Sun I-yen, retired ...............s0000 April 1530 
Tiong Shih-pin, dismissed ............ March 187) 
Ting Shou-ch‘ang, died ............... June 1830 
Teai Féng-nien, dismissed.,.,. ......Aug. 187) 
Tadng-shou, died..,..........,.ssccoeree 1S! | 
Wang Fu-pao, retired in mourning 187; 
Wang Hua-t‘ang, ,, », Sy 187s 
Weéo-hul, died ............ssecceceeseeees 1S; 


W6n-k6, dismissed ...,.........ccceeeee July 187: 
Wen-pin, died ............ccsescessceeces July 15>: 





Yang Chung-ya, died.............00.4. Feb. 185: 


Original from 


Digitized by Google UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


“Tt 
42-2569 


RETURN DOCUMENTS Denne 
TOmep 350 Main Librar 
LOAN PERIOD 1 
7 DAYS 











| 


ALL BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS 


DUE AS STAMPED BELOW 
FEB Os 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 


FORM NO. DD7, 12m, 3/78 BERKELEY, CA 94720 ra 


Google 





“at 


YC 36067 


NOn-CIRGULATIVS BOOK 





RETURN DOCUMENTS DEPARTMENT | 
TOmee 350 Main Librar 642-2569 
LOAN PERIOD 1 


7 DAYS 








ii 


ALL BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS 


DUE AS STAMPED BELOW 
FEB Os Iv 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 


FORM NO. DD7, 12m, 3/78 BERKELEY, CA 94720 ine 


Google 


re 4 


se Lf 
e , 6 : 2 ; ; 
a Heal iss Ta an 4 a fe Mrictet woe ; a 


EP EST (hem mere 


/ 
SSRs BETO pe ae 
bk woes BCLATIRG. boon 
| 





RETURN DOCUMENTS DEPARTMENT 

TOmep 350 Main Librar 642-2569 
LOAN PERIOD 1 
7 DAYS 








| 


ALL BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS 


DUE AS STAMPED BELOW 
FEB Os 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 
FORM NO. DD7, 12m, 3/78 BERKELEY, CA 94720 


Google 


=i 


Pde = ag 








